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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

OTTAWA HOLDS THREE SUCCESSFUL FISHING DERBIES
Fishing derbies on the Ottawa National Forest in June were again a huge success.  115 

children, ages 2-12 years old, participated. Family members and friends turned out in 

full force to watch the children in the yearly derbies at Ontonagon’s Marina, Bessemer 

District’s Henry Lake and Lake Ottawa on the Iron River District.  

The weather was ideal for catching fish. This year’s events included the biggest fish 

contest, casting contests, fish identification and minnow races. The contests not only 

challenged the knowledge and skills of the young anglers but also fostered good 

sportsmanship and fishing ethics. 
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A fyke net demonstration in Ontonagon went well, netting several large fish including walleye, northern pike and crappie.  

Some of the fish from the Fyke nets were placed in a bubbler tank so that the kids could view them more easily.

Several local businesses donated prizes and food items for lunch.  Some of the agencies and groups that helped support 

the derbies included local law enforcement, Michigan DNR, Michigan Tech fish research, and Friends of the Porkies 

Volunteers.  The Friends of the Porkies also registered all the children at the Ontonagon Marina who attended the event 

for free Michigan youth fishing licenses. 

Ottawa National Forest personnel helped organize and run the derbies and provided a valuable source of knowledge and 

encouragement for the kids who were trying to land the big one.  Drawings were held at the end of the day for prizes and 

many of the youngsters won some nice prizes.  Every child went home with something.

Everyone had a great time and the little ones went home already planning on going fishing again next year!
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