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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

WILD & SCENIC RIVER MANAGEMENT PLAN APPROVED
          Ironwood, MI. – The Ottawa National Forest is pleased to announce the release of its Wild & Scenic River Comprehensive River Management Plan.    

         Wild and Scenic River designations allow for rivers to be preserved in a free-flowing state, protecting water quality and scenic beauty.  There are 14 river segments located within the Ottawa that have been designated under the Wild and Scenic River Act.   The Comprehensive River Management Plan sets the stage to managing our rivers in a manner that protects and enhances the outstandingly remarkable values, water quality, and free-flowing characteristics of the designated Wild and Scenic Rivers on the Forest.
--more—
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        “The Ottawa National Forest enjoys a remarkable abundance of rivers, lakes and waterways, with almost 350 miles of designated wild and scenic rivers alone.” said Forest Supervisor Susan Spear.    “Protecting our wild and scenic rivers is critically important for water quality, ecosystems and recreation values.”

The Plan, which has been in development for several years, was drafted by Forest employees, with input from the public who provided feedback during the scoping phase, and will be incorporated into the 2006 Forest Plan as Amendment #1.  The Comprehensive River Management Plan applies only to National Forest System lands within the river corridors.

       A copy of the Comprehensive River Management Plan is available on-line at www.fs.fed.us/r9/ottawa or at any Ottawa National Forest office. 
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