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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

FOREST SERVICE SEEKS COMMENTS ON OUTFITTING AND GUIDING PERMITS
  Ironwood, MI. – The Forest Service is proposing changes to directives governing special use permits for outfitting and guiding conducted on National Forest System lands.  Notice of this proposal was published in the Federal Register on October 19.  The public has 90 days to comment.

           “Outfitting and guiding conducted on National Forest System lands have become an important way for the recreating public to experience the outdoors.” said Forest Supervisor Susan Spear.  “It has also become a profitable business in many instances with outfitters and guides providing services such as packing, hunts, education, float trips, canoe or horse liveries, jeep tours, boat tours, fishing trips and other activities.”  On the Ottawa National Forest bear guiding, deer hunting and fishing are popular activities that are occurring, but maybe without the proper permits.
--more--
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       The proposed changes are aimed at, among other things, simplifying the application and administration procedures for outfitting and guide permits, and establishing a flat land use fee for temporary use permits. 

In addition, the Forest Service is proposing changes to a directive governing insurance requirements for Forest Service special use permits.

       “Current policy for outfitting and guiding on National Forest System lands has remained relatively unchanged since it was finalized in 1995.” said Spear.  “Proposed directives were prepared to reflect the public’s demand for services while sustaining the natural environment in which these activities occur.”

       The public is encouraged to consider how they will be affected by the proposed directives and to contribute to the development of a final directive by participating through submitting comments.  A copy of the published Federal Register notice and the proposed directive text can be viewed at:  http://www.fs.fed.us/recreation/permits/outfitting.htm.  Dates, addresses, and additional information are contained in the Federal Register notice.
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