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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

DON’T MOVE FIREWOOD!
    Ironwood, Michigan.  – The onset of the 2007 hunting season is a good time for the Ottawa National Forest to remind people about a pesky, little bug that is unwelcome in the Upper Peninsula: the Emerald Ash Borer.

     This non-native pest has been making a slow and deadly migration throughout the Midwest.  Millions of ash trees have been destroyed in lower Michigan, Ohio, and Indiana, and, most recently, the Emerald Ash Borer has been found in the eastern Upper Peninsula.  

        Working hard to contain and halt the spread of this pest, the Ottawa National Forest recently issued a closure order restricting the movement of firewood from outside of the Upper Peninsula of Michigan on National Forest System lands. Why restrict people from bringing in firewood from outside the area?
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“The Emerald Ash Borer is notorious for hitching a ride on transported firewood then escaping to cause death and destruction to green, white, or black ash,” said Forest Supervisor Susan Spear.  Unable to travel more than two miles on its own, most experts agree that the movement of firewood is the most likely source of many infestations throughout the Great Lakes region.  “This time of year, we get concerned that hunters, other recreationists, fuelwood providers, or second-home owners could unintentionally bring the Emerald Ash Borer to the National Forests.”  But you can help!  Please do your part to prevent the spread of this pest by:

· Adhering to all posted rules and regulations regarding the movement of firewood.

· Buying firewood when you reach your destination and burn it all on site.
· If you purchase firewood, know its origin and your supplier. Emerald Ash Borer larvae may be hiding under the tree bark. 
· Be on the look out for early signs of the presence of this insect.
To learn more about the Emerald Ash Borer, visit our website at:   www.fs.fed.us/r9/ottawa. 
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