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	                                                        June 5, 2007

Loreen Lomax

Forest Archaeologist

Ottawa National Forest

Ironwood, MI  49938

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
NANCY JEAN TO BE DEDICATED AT BLACK RIVER HARBOR
On June 13, 2007, the Ottawa National Forest’s Black River Harbor will 
be the site of a dedication ceremony for the return of the Nancy Jean, a 
restored commercial fishing boat, to the fishing village.  The event is 
planned in conjunction with the annual Otttawa National Forest Retiree 
Open House and will begin at 1:00 PM central daylight savings time.

The Nancy Jean was built in 1913 by the Dan Kidney Boat Works in De 
Pere, Wisconsin.  She served as a commercial fishing boat at the Black 
River Harbor fishing village on Lake Superior throughout the 1930’s.  
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She remained an important part of the fishing fleet until the 1940’s, then became a charter fishing boat, 

and, from the 1960’s to 1991, was “beached” and sat neglected in a field along Black River Road.  In 

1991, the ONF purchased the Nancy Jean for $1.00 with the intention of restoring her to be the focus of 

an interpretive display at the Black River Harbor Recreation Area – the only active harbor owned and 

managed by the USFS. 

Since the beginning of Recreation planning efforts in 1990, the ultimate goal for the Nancy Jean has 
been to serve as a focal point for larger interpretive opportunities in and around Black River Harbor.  In 
recent years there has been a great deal of local interest in seeing the harbor expand its recreation and 
heritage/education opportunities.  By moving the Nancy Jean back to Black River Harbor, the Ottawa 
National Forest is providing our public with the rich interpretive history of Black River Harbor.

Please come join us for this momentous event. 
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