OTTAWA NATIONAL FOREST
NEWS RELEASE
FOREST SERVICE - U.S. DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE
	FOREST SUPERVISOR'S OFFICE
OTTAWA NATIONAL FOREST
E6248 US HWY 2
IRONWOOD, MI 49938
906-932-1330
RANGER DISTRICTS:
BESSEMER RANGER DISTRICT
FOREST SERVICE, USDA
BESSEMER, MI  49911
906-932-1330
IRON RIVER RANGER DISTRICT
FOREST SERVICE, USDA
990 LALLEY ROAD
IRON RIVER, MI  49935
906-265-5139
KENTON RANGER DISTRICT
FOREST SERVICE, USDA
4810 E M-28
KENTON, MI  49967
906-852-3500
ONTONAGON RANGER DISTRICT
FOREST SERVICE, USDA
1209 ROCKLAND ROAD
ONTONAGON, MI  49953
906-884-2085
WATERSMEET RANGER DISTRICT
FOREST SERVICE, USDA
E24036 Old US 2 East
WATERSMEET, MI  49969
906-358-4551
J.W. TOUMEY NURSERY
FOREST SERVICE, USDA
PO BOX 340

E23895 Old US 2
WATERSMEET, MI  49969
906-358-4523

	Contact:  Lisa Klaus, Public Affairs Officer                        Date:  June 1, 2007   

                Ottawa National Forest

                E6248 US Hwy. 2

                Ironwood, MI  49938

                906-932-1330, ext. 328

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

FOREST ROAD 1100 CLOSURE

      Kenton, Michigan. - Work will soon begin on Forest Road 1100 (Sparrow Campground Road) to remove a portion of the road that periodically washes out during spring thaw. 
       Sections of Forest Road 1100 along the East Branch of the Ontonagon River have occasionally been washed out during high spring flow.  This portion of the road will be removed and the road will no longer be a thru road, but will become a dead end with turn arounds and foot travel access to the river. In addition, the wood bridge over Beaver Creek and the abutments will be removed and re-vegetated.  

         The decision to close this road to thru traffic and make it dead end was made in 2000 in the Decision Notice for the Debutante Pine Project. 
--more—
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      In that Decision, an alternative route for the road was found and plans to cross Beaver Creek farther upstream were evaluated.  The decision made was based on the Environmental Analysis.  Unfortunately, during the engineering evaluation of the new location, it was found that there were serious problems at the new location and that putting in a bridge would be cost prohibitive and the project had to be abandoned. 

       In addition, the East Branch of the Ontonagon River is a federally designated Wild and Scenic River.   When feasible, moving roads out of the river corridor are encouraged, especially when negative impacts to the river occur due to the road.

       Special funds designated for working on roads that are impacting watersheds or streams were received by the Ottawa in 2007 to move ahead with the removal and closure of  Forest Road 1100.   A contract has been awarded to Larsen Construction Company.  Work is expected to begin on June 11 and will be completed in 5 to 6 weeks.
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