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CELEBRATE JUNE’S NATIONAL KIDS FISHING MONTH 

IN THE OTTAWA NATIONAL FOREST

FREE KIDS FISHING DERBY TO BE HELD AT IRON RIVER, ONTONAGON AND  HENRY LAKE
In celebration of National Kids Fishing Month, The Ottawa National Forest, 
Ottawa Chapter of Trout Unlimited and Wal-Mart are hosting an exciting, fun-
filled day of fishing for kids and their families.  Community youngsters are 
invited to come out to Henry Lake in Marenisco or the Ontonagon Marina in 
Ontonagon  with their fishing poles, tackle boxes and bait and take part in the 
Wal-Mart Kids All-American Fishing Derby presented by Zebco on Saturday, 

June 9th. 
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This year, the Iron River Ranger District will be holding their derby on  Saturday, June 16th  at   

Lake Ottawa Campground instead of June 9th with the other two districts. 
In addition to free fishing, the day will feature good food, prize drawings and fun contests, including the Zebco 

Kids Casting Carnival.  In addition, each child who catches a fish at the derby...any fish, any size…can enter the 

“I Caught A Fish” national drawing.

Every child fishing at the derby will receive a free goodie bag full of fun stuff including a colorful souvenir fish 
ruler decal, a souvenir bobber, tattoo and other give-aways provided by the event’s local and national sponsors.

Ottawa National Forest has a strong commitment to the community’s youth and is proud to host a memorable 
day of fishing for the kids and their families. “Spending a day fishing with a child can create memories to last a 
lifetime,” said John Pagel, derby spokesperson. “Besides being a wonderful experience for youngsters, the 
derbies are an excellent bonding activity for a community,” added Pagel.
The derbies  are sponsored locally by Wal-Mart, Ottawa Chapter of Trout Unlimited, Ontonagon Riverfest  and  

Ottawa National Forest.  The Kids All-American Fishing Derby is produced on a national level thanks to 

marquee sponsors Wal-Mart and Zebco along with Castrol,  Eagle Claw,  FishingWorld.com, FLW Outdoors, 
Fujifilm, Keebler, Kellogg’s, and Laker Fishing Tackle.
Please contact the local forest service office where you plan to fish for more detailed 

information.  All children must be accompanied by a parent or guardian.
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