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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Ottawa Employee Receives National Recognition

Success Story Reporting System

Sarah Mase, Soils Scientist for the Ottawa National Forest, received National 

recognition earlier this month, as she was named USDA Forest Service Soils Scientist 

of the Year.   This National award recognizes specialists who exhibit outstanding 

performance in soils management, helping to ensure the protection and improvement of 

soil productivity in all management actions.

Sarah Mase has devoted over 20 years of her Forest Service career promoting soil 

protection/ conservation.  Through Sarah’s oversight, numerous soil conservation/ 

watershed restoration projects have been completed across the Forest, including road 

and trail stream crossings, soil erosion prevention, timber sale soil protection and 

stream channel repairs.  
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In addition to the work being completed on the ground, Sarah has been instrumental in gathering 

the Ottawa’s baseline ecological inventory data into a standard database that includes over 

16,000 field observation records.   


With this information recorded in one database, the Forest can take full advantage of all field 

recorded data on soils, landforms and vegetation. Working with the Natural Resources 

Conservation Service (NRCS), Sarah has taken the lead for production of a seamless ecological 

inventory/ soil survey of all National Forest System lands and private lands within the Forest 

boundary.  The consistent collection of data across the Forest between multiple agencies helps us 

to be more effective in our management practices and dealings with other land management 

agencies.  


Sarah has made many notable contributions to Forest projects over the past 20 years as exhibited 

above and as evident in projects across the Ottawa, but even more remarkable is Sarah’s 

enthusiasm and willingness to share her expertise and knowledge with the next generation of 

Forest Service specialists.   Through Sarah’s involvement, the Ottawa National Forest has been 

able to recruit several students from across the region to participate in the student coop program.  

Each of these students was mentored through their first season of field work under Sarah’s 

tutelage and has since joined the work force of the USDA Forest Service.   


The Ottawa National Forest is extremely proud of Sarah’s contributions to the soils program and 

we extend our congratulations to her for all of her outstanding efforts! 
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