OTTAWA NATIONAL FOREST
NEWS RELEASE
FOREST SERVICE - U.S. DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE
	FOREST SUPERVISOR'S OFFICE
OTTAWA NATIONAL FOREST
E6248 US HWY 2
IRONWOOD, MI 49938
906-932-1330
RANGER DISTRICTS:
BESSEMER RANGER DISTRICT
FOREST SERVICE, USDA
BESSEMER, MI  49911
906-932-1330
IRON RIVER RANGER DISTRICT
FOREST SERVICE, USDA
990 LALLEY ROAD
IRON RIVER, MI  49935
906-265-5139
KENTON RANGER DISTRICT
FOREST SERVICE, USDA
4810 E M-28
KENTON, MI  49967
906-852-3500
ONTONAGON RANGER DISTRICT
FOREST SERVICE, USDA
1209 ROCKLAND ROAD
ONTONAGON, MI  49953
906-884-2085
WATERSMEET RANGER DISTRICT
FOREST SERVICE, USDA
PO BOX 276

Old US 2 East
WATERSMEET, MI  49969
906-358-4551
J.W. TOUMEY NURSERY
FOREST SERVICE, USDA
PO BOX 340

E23895 Old US 2
WATERSMEET, MI  49969
906-358-4523

	CONTACT:  Lisa Klaus                                         DATE:  May 4, 2004
                      Public Affairs Specialist

                      E6248 US Hwy. 2

                      Ironwood, MI  49938

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Ottawa National Forest Will Host 3

Kids Fishing Derbies on June 12
          Looking for a great way to introduce children to the exciting sport of fishing? Check out one of the FREE Wal-Mart Kids All-American Fishing Derbys to be held on the Ottawa National Forest next month.  Adults who want to take their young anglers fishing can find opportunities across the Forest on June 12 at the Ontonagon Marina, at Lake Ottawa near Iron River and at Henry Lake near Bessemer.  Each Derby is part of a national program that hosts more than 300,000 anglers at fishing events held in every state.

          Want to make sure that you have a successful derby?  Here are some “secrets” that Hooked on Fishing International shared with derby coordinators recently:

          1.  When you arrive at the pond, choose your fishing location so you can fish with the “either-or” technique. That means being able to cast your minnow to water that is either lit by the sun or in the shade, casting to water with either weeds or clear areas, and casting to water with both shallow and deep spots. 

--more--
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2.  The most successful young anglers use worms or minnows and put the bait under a float which they watch very carefully. The secret, they say, is to let the fish take the bobber completely under the water and start to swim away. That’s the time to strike. Coach your young pro on the importance of patience. If they strike too soon, while the fish is just nibbling, all they do is take the food away from the fish.


3.  Good pond anglers know that pond fish scare easily and understand how important it is for people on the bank to speak softly and walk quietly. They also say they wear natural colors like green, blue, or brown to help them blend into the background.


4. The young anglers who most often catch fish say when they get a fish on the line they reel it in slowly, but always fast enough to keep the line tight between the fish and the tip of the rod. If it’s a big fish that wants to run, they stop reeling until the fish has turned and started to swim back toward the angler.


For more helpful fishing tips, talk to one of the many Forest Service employees who help sponsor local fishing derbies.   If you would like additional information regarding local derbies, please call your local Forest Service District Office.


Ontonagon Ranger District, contact:  Dawn Buss at 906-884-2085


Iron River Ranger District, contact:  Alisa Bartos at 906-265-5139, ext. 29


Bessemer Ranger District, contact:  Jerry Edde at 906-932-1330, ext. 522

We look forward to seeing all of our young anglers!

-end-

