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“Yesterday was a good test and we passed” according to Operations Chief Steve Babler 
at the 7:30 a.m. briefing for the Baraga Bump Fire. Hot and dry weather combined with 
gusty winds to produce Red Flag conditions that encouraged flare ups of areas still 
holding heat within the fire interior.  Observations by aircraft on Friday afternoon spotted 
only one smoke which was located on the north bank of the Sturgeon River and was 
suppressed by a twenty person crew from Indiana using back-pack pumps and hand tools.  
Other small smokes, mostly found in berms created by dozers creating fire line, were 
detected by hand crews and doused. The containment estimate has reached 100% and the 
latest GIS acreage estimate is 1127 acres. 
  
The weather forecast for Saturday is more favorable to the firefighters.  Partly cloudy 
skies with lower temperatures and higher humidities will assist the suppression efforts 
today. Southeast winds with gusts up to 20 miles per hour are a concern throughout the 
day.  Sundays forecast is projected to return to Red Flag conditions but a potential break 
in the weather is on the horizon with showers and thunderstorms forecast for Sunday 
night into Monday.    
 
Today, 118 personnel worked on the fire, along with 4 water units and 1 dozer. Four hand 
crews continued to do the bulk of the mop-up work.  Firefighters will be available for 
initial attack on any new fires in the area.  Bob Garrison’s Ottawa National Forest Type 3 
Management Team continues to provide leadership on the incident.   
 
No structures were reported damaged by the fire yesterday.  No further evacuations have 
been needed since those ordered and released on the first day.   Fire suppression efforts 
remain ongoing in the area. There are no road or area closures but residents and the 
general public should still avoid the fire area and allow firefighters and their equipment to 
accomplish necessary fire suppression tasks. With the high forecast fire danger the public 
should be extremely careful with fire through the weekend.  
 
Agencies who continue to be involved in the fire include the Michigan Department of 
Natural Resources DNR), US Forest Service, Bureau of Indian Affairs, Covington 
Volunteer Fire Departments, Covington Ambulance, Baraga County Emergency 
Management, American Red Cross as well as local volunteers.   Local residents have 
been extremely generous to the firefighters with copious gifts of food and an endless 
supply of smiles and goodwill and the Northern Colorado 20 person crew paid back a 



little bit of the favor today by disassembling the Covington ice rink and placing it in 
summer storage.   
 
Fire danger will be very high this weekend, please remember that burn permits are 
required for any outdoor burning, and will not likely be allowed during such high fire 
times.  Check to see if burn permits may be obtained online at the website 
www.michigan.gov/burnpermit or by phone at 1 866 922 2876.  Even with issued 
burning permits, residents are reminded to use extreme caution with any outdoor burning.   
Residents are also reminded that there are a number of activities that they can accomplish 
around their properties to protect their dwellings.  Firewise activities and concepts can be 
adopted by residents that can increase their personal safety and the safety of their homes 
and buildings.   More Firewise information can be obtained from Michigan State 
University Extension Offices and from the Firewise website at www.firewise.org.    
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