Heritage Resources – Partnership Projects 

Bergland Heritage Center                                      Restoration of the Nancy Jean
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The Bergland Heritage Center  is located in the western Upper Peninsula of Michigan at the former Bergland Administrative site for the USDA Forest Service, Ottawa National Forest (ONF).  The future plans and actions surrounding the site are to develop an interpretive heritage center that showcases the area’s history and culture by providing educational opportunities through workshops, programs, events and interpretation.
The ONF proposes to increase heritage, recreation and eco-tourism opportunities in the western Upper Peninsula through the development of an interpretive heritage center at the historic Bergland Ranger Station in Bergland, Michigan.  The proposal urges the development of an interpretive plan to further the efforts of the Western Upper Peninsula Planning and Development Regional Commission’s Economic Diversification Study of the Forest Interior Heritage Area in Michigan’s Western Upper Peninsula (WUPPDR 1996).  This rural and economic development effort has identified the community of Bergland as a potential “Heritage Hub” located within the Forest Interior District of the western Upper Peninsula.  Currently, the Ottawa National Forest has closed the Bergland office as an active administrative site and is encouraging the adaptive re-use of the site for public education and interpretation activities.  
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The Bergland Ranger Station, constructed in 1936 by the Civilian Conservation Corps (CCC), was one of the first administrative offices built for the Ottawa National Forest.  This vintage historical property is eligible for the National Register of Historic Places and is one of the only remaining administrative offices of its type within the Eastern Region of the National Forest System.  The Bergland location would be an ideal setting for opportunities relating to heritage, eco-tourism, recreation and the history of resource management by the U.S. Forest Service.

The goal is to promote the cultural and historical character of the Bergland site by restoring the existing historic structures.  The historic structures will be restored to their 1930’s appearance and will include interpretive media and literature, related artifacts, tools and period uniforms.  The restored administrative office will provide an educational experience that will leave visitors with a better appreciation of Forest Service history in the Great Lakes area. 
The Bergland facility will also be the cornerstone of a regional heritage and eco-tourism economy.  Through a variety of partners, the Bergland site will sponsor living history workshops and presentations, cultural events, and activities that appeal to a broad range of interested people from within, and outside of, the local area. Through a variety of printed and electronic media, the Bergland site will connect visitors to attractions within the Ottawa National Forest, and other places of interest throughout the region.  Interpretive planning will also consider the creation of interactive links to ongoing heritage tourism efforts, web site development and high-quality printed and electronic media.
The Ottawa National Forest hopes to involve interested partners with developing the visions, plans and actions surrounding the Bergland Heritage Center.  The shared vision of the Ottawa staff and community partners is to develop the historic Bergland Ranger Station as an interpretive heritage center.  With partner help, this center will showcase the area’s history and culture by providing educational opportunities through workshops, programs, events and interpretation.  As part of this vision, the Bergland Ranger Station will be a well-maintained facility that is an active and vibrant asset to the region. 
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To make this vision a reality, partner involvement is crucial.  Implementing the vision of the Bergland Heritage Center will be a challenging, and ultimately, rewarding task.  In order to move the vision of the Bergland Heritage Center forward, we ask you to contact the Ottawa National Forest and help us make it happen!   (906) 932-1330  

                                                                                                                    Top
Partners In the wake of The Nancy Jean

One hundred years ago, a small fishing village clung to the shores of Lake Superior at the mouth of the Black River.  Each day, fishermen prepared their nets, revived their tired engines, and set out into the most unforgiving of the Great Lakes.

In 1928, the villagers were forced from their lakeside homes to make way for a new county park at the Harbor.  In 1939, the Civilian Conservation Corps removed the last physical remains of the old village during the construction of this park.  Today, the original Black River village survives only in oral history and local memory.
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One survivor quietly watched the little fishing village change through the years.  Nancy Jean, a 32 foot wooden boat served the Black River fishing fleet during the 1930’s.  It’s believed she initially worked in the commercial fishing trade until 1940 and then changed careers to work as a charter fishing boat until the 1950’s. Abandoned in a woodlot near the old village, the recovered Nancy Jean has her own story to tell.   

                                                                                                                        Nancy Jean resting in woodlot prior to restoration                                                                                                      
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The Nancy Jean is a gasoline launch custom built in 1913 by the Dan Kidney Boat Factory of DePere, Wisconsin. Dan Kidney is known as one of the finest producers of wooden boats in the early 20th century, and the Nancy Jean attests to Kidney’s legacy of fine woodworking and master craftsmanship.

Dan Kidney, Master Boat Builder, circa 1900
Vision and Goals

The Ottawa National Forest is committed to preserving and interpreting the unique history and culture of Black River Harbor.  Our vision is to restore the Nancy Jean to rest near the site of the old fishing village.  There she’ll be displayed in an interpretive setting depicting the illustrative history or the Harbor in the early 1900’s.  To achieve this goal, we will need interest and support from a variety of individuals and sponsors.

                                                                          Conceptual sketch of interpretive setting
How Can You Help?

There are many ways you can get involved in this project:

· Become a partner and contribute to the success of the project!

· Help establish and be part of a “Friends of the Nancy Jean” group.

· Work with the local community to locate historical photographs and documents related to the Nancy Jean and Black River Harbor.

Use and enjoy the cultural and natural resources of your National Forests.

Benefits to You

The rewards for your involvement include:

· The opportunity to play a vital role in bringing a part of Great lakes history and culture to life in the western Upper Peninsula.

· The satisfaction of making a lasting contribution to the public.

· The knowledge that you have helped preserve and spread the legend of the Dan Kidney Boat Works.

· Public acknowledgement for your contribution.

Your Participation Will Make a Difference!              

With your help, the Nancy Jean will return to strengthen our connection with the past and the people who dared to make a living on the Great Lakes.

For more information, please contact the Ottawa National Forest, (906) 932-1330.
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