Monongahela National Forest

Administrative Correction 2
May 22, 2008
Changes to Location and Identification Numbers of Bald Eagle Standards

Administrative corrections are defined at 36 CFR 219.7(b) and may be made at any time and are
not plan amendments or revisions. Administrative corrections include the following:

1) Corrections and updates of data and maps;

2) Corrections of typographical errors or other non-substantive changes;

3) Changes in the monitoring program and monitoring information;

4) Changes in timber management projections or other projections of uses and activities;

5) Other changes in the plan document or set of documents that are not substantive changes

in the plan components.

Forest Plan Chapter II, pages II-26 and 1I-31

Forest Plan Standards TE60, TE61, and TE62 for Bald Eagle:

The Standards are currently in the Threatened, Endangered, and Proposed (TEP) Species section
of the Forest Plan. The bald eagle was de-listed on August 2007 by the US Fish and Wildlife
Service, and it is no longer a TEP species; however it is a Regional Forester’s Sensitive Species
(RFSS) for this Forest. Therefore, the Forest is retaining its management direction for this
species to help ensure that management practices do not contribute to a trend toward listing and
to comply with the Migratory Bird Treaty Act and the Bald and Golden Eagle Protection Act.

To reflect this change, Standards TE60, TE61, and TE62 are relocated from the TEP Species
section to the Wildlife and Fish section of Chapter II, which includes RFSS. Standards TE60,
TE61, and TE62 are now found on page II-31 as Standards WF25, WF26, WF27, respectively.

Forest Plan Chapter 11, page 11-34

The last row in the Recreation Resources table includes a reference to Standard TE61. This table
is corrected to delete the reference to Standard TE61 and replace it with a reference to Standard
WE26.

These corrections are changes in the plan document that are not substantive changes in the plan
components (36CFR 219.7(b)(5)). The changes are not substantive because only the location
and reference numbers of the direction have changed. The Standards, the protections they
provide, and their effects remain the same.

Corrected pages 1I-26, 1I-31, and II-34 are attached.




Chapter I1 Forest-wide Management Direction
Management Direction for TEP Species
Type Number Direction Description

Standard TE47 Do not issue permitg for special uses occurringlwithin 200 feet of hibernacula that would
adversely affect Indiana bat populations or habitat.

Standard TE48 Special use permits occurring within key areas and within 2.5 miles of maternity sites may
be authorized if they are compatible with Indiana bat population maintenance or recovery.
Seismic exploration is not allowed within 200 feet of hibernacula, within key areas, or

Standard TE49 |within 2.5 miles of maternity sites unless analysis can demonstrate it would not have an
adverse impact on bat populations or habitat.
Explosives shall not be used within 200 feet of hibernacula, within key areas, or within 2.5

Standard TE50 miles of active maternity sites, unless analysis can demonstrate that this activity will not
have an adverse effect on bat populations or habitat. Explosives outside of these areas shall
not be used when such use has potential to damage the cave or disturb the bat.

Standard TES1 |New road or trail construction is prohibited within 200 feet of hibernacula.

Standard TES2 Surface occupancy .for. proposed federal mineral operations is not allowed within 200 feet
of hibernacula or within key areas.
Surface occupancy for proposed federal mineral operations within 2.5 miles of maternity

Standard TES53 [sites shall be evaluated on a case-by-case basis. Any surface occupancy must be
compatible with Indiana bat population maintenance or recovery.

Standard TE54 Establish and maintain a key area of at least 150 acres, if available, within each primary
range.
A key area should be contiguous and located as close to the cave as possible. Where

Guideline TES5 |available, this area should include 20 acres of late successional forest, and an additional
130 acres of mid-to-late successional or late successional forest.

Guideline TES56 |New road or trail construction should avoid key areas and maternity sites.

Cheat Mountain Salamander

Goal TES7 |Identify opportunities to reduce fragmentation of populations and habitat.
Standard TE58 Prior to proposed vegetation or grouncli disturbance in knowq or potential habitat, field
surveys must be conducted and occupied habitat must be delineated.
Ground and vegetation-disturbing activities shall be avoided within occupied habitat and a
Standard TES9 |300-foot buffer zone around occupied habitat, unless analysis can show that the activities

would not have an adverse effect on populations or habitat.

West Virginia Northern Flying Squirrel (WVNES)

Standard

TE63

Suitable habitat shall be determined using maps collaboratively produced by the Forest,
USFWS, and WVDNR. These maps shall be reviewed during watershed or project analysis
and refined when Forest, USFWS, and WVDNR biologists determine that suitable habitat
is or is not present. All verified capture sites shall be included in the suitable habitat maps.
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Chapter I1

Forest-wide Management Direction

Management Direction for Wildlife and Fish

Type

Number

Direction Description

Standard

WF14

For protection of cold water fisheries, apply the following to the channel buffers of perennial

trout streams (stocked and native) during the period of October 1 to June 1:

a) Potential sediment-producing ground disturbance exceeding two consecutive days shall
only be initiated after consultation with a Forest fisheries biologist.

b) Potential sediment-producing ground disturbance allowed during this period shall
employ additional erosion control measures, seeding or mulching, applied concurrently
with the activity.

Standard

WF15

When activities are proposed near a known active raptor nest, a wildlife biologist shall be
consulted for measures to avoid or mitigate disturbance.

Guideline

WF16

When consistent with management prescription emphasis and direction, openings may be
created and maintained in coordination with other resource projects to provide for vegetation
diversity. Mechanical or chemical means, prescribed fire, or grazing may be used to help
maintain openings. Native or desirable non-native, non-invasive trees and shrubs with high
value for wildlife may be planted, released or pruned.

Guideline

WF17

Temporary, seasonal, or permanent closures may be implemented for areas and transportation
routes to address concerns over human-caused disturbances during critical life stages such as
nesting, denning, or spawning. Coordinate closures with WVDNR.

Guideline

WF18

Use Forest Service-approved portions of Conservation Strategies and Agreements, as
appropriate, in the management of RFSS habitat to help keep management actions from
contributing to a trend toward listing for these species.

Guideline

WF19

Management actions should be designed and implemented so they do not fragment habitat for
native and desired non-native fish species.

Guideline

WF20

Activities with the potential for causing adverse effects should be avoided or mitigated to the
extent possible within %2 mile of active peregrine falcon nests. Seasonal closure orders may
be used to control human disturbance in the vicinity of peregrine falcon nests.

Guideline

WF21

Passage for fish and other aquatic organisms should be provided at all new or reconstructed
stream crossings of existing or potential fish-bearing streams. Exceptions may be allowed to
prevent the upstream migration of undesired species.

Guideline

WEF22

Habitat improvement structures should be designed to complement riparian areas and
management prescription emphasis. Improvement structures should be constructed of native
materials where available.

Guideline

WEF23

Coordinate with WVDNR on their proposed introduction, reintroduction, stocking, or
transplanting of native or desired non-native species.

Guideline

WF24

Habitat maintenance, enhancement, and restoration opportunities for migratory birds that are
identified during watershed or project-level analysis should be implemented to the extent
they are consistent with management prescription emphasis and project purposes, and to the
extent practical and allowed by budget constraints.

Bald Eagle

Standard

WE25

Maintain 1,500-foot protection zones around nest sites that have been active within the last
three nesting seasons. Activities within this zone must be compatible with bald eagle
management. Compatibility determinations shall be made on a case-by-case basis.

Standard

WF26

Seasonal closure orders may be used to control human disturbance in the vicinity of nests.

Standard

WF27

A nest and the tree or structure where it is located shall not be removed or damaged as long
as any usable portion of the nest remains, regardless of the time elapsed since the nest was
last used, unless there is a concern for public health or safety.

See also all direction for TEP Species; plus Fire Management Goal FMO06, Recreation Goal RC07, Range Goal
RA01, Fire Management Objective FMO09, Vegetation Objectives VEOI, VE02, VE03, Soil and Water Standards
SW38 and SW39, Vegetation Standards VE13 and VE22, Heritage Resources Standards HR05 and HR06, Timber
Standard TROS, Range Standard RA 19, Soil and Water Guidelines SW26, SW50, SW51; Heritage Resources
Guideline HR12, Timber Guidelines TR11 and TR24, Range Guideline RA0S, Lands and Special Uses Guidelines
LS03, LS04, LS05, LS30, and LS32; Roads and Facilities Guidelines RF12 and RF23.
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Chapter 11 Forest-wide Management Direction

Management Direction for Recreation Resources
Type | Number Direction Description
Facilities that may be provided in dispersed areas, consistent with the ROS, are:
a) Sealed vault toilets.
b) Trails and parking areas to reduce adverse impacts.
c) Potable water.
d) Access may be graveled, all-weather road.
e) Trash collection facilities.
f) Tables and fireplaces
g) Bridges
h) Shelters
1)  Stock facilities.

Guideline| RC24

Caves

Caves on the Forest shall be available for public recreation use except where prohibited or

Standard | - RC25 restricted by closure order.

Trails

Goal RC26 |Manage the trail system to support a wide variety of recreation opportunities and settings.

Develop a Forest-wide trail management plan to establish trail classes, permitted uses,

Objective| RC27 . ) . e
construction, reconstruction, and maintenance priorities.

Damage to or loss of system trails from timber harvest, road construction, mining, special
Standard | RC28 |uses, or prescribed fire activities shall be repaired or mitigated by the program initiating or
proposing the activity.

Standard | RC29 |If a trail is temporarily used as a road, relocate the trail for the duration of the project.

Cross-country ski trails or routes are allowed and may be designated or groomed. Grooming

Standard | RC30 by cooperators shall be approved on a case-by-case basis.

Log skidding and road construction should not cross trail corridors except at designated

Guideline|  RC31 crossing sites or unless the trail is already located on a road.

Maintenance and/or relocation of existing trails should take priority over new trail
construction. Trail maintenance priorities are as follows:
a) Reduction of hazards to trail users.
RC32 ) PP
b) Prevention and mitigation of resource damage.
¢) Trail marking and signing.
d) Treadway clearing work needed for user enjoyment.

Guideline

Visual variety and scenic attractions should be integrated in determining new trail

Guideline|  RC33 development or existing trail relocation.

The Forest may authorize construction and maintenance of special purpose trails, if use is
Guideline] RC34 |compatible with Forest Plan direction, Management Prescription emphasis, and the
suitability of terrain.

Established agreements with individuals or organizations to construct or maintain trails on
Guideline| RC35 |[the Forest should continue. New agreements should be considered on a case-by-case basis,
and should be consistent with Forest Plan direction.

See also Vegetation Goal VEO0I, Wildlife and Fish Goal WF03, Scenery Goal SM01, Heritage Resource Goal
HRO02, Range Goal RA01, Roads and Facilities Goals RF01, RF02, RF15; Soil and Water Standards SW41 and
SW42, Vegetation Standards VE13 and VE22, TEP Species Standards TE15, TE16, TE17, TE21, TE24, TES1,
TE56, TEG6S; Wildlife and Fish Standard WF26, Heritage Resources Standards HR0S5 and HR06, Timber Standard
TRO8, Range Standard RA16, Minerals Standards MG09, MG19, MG29, MG28, MG29, MG30, MG31, MG37;
Lands and Special Uses Standard LS07, LS14, LS22; Soil and Water Guidelines SW26, SW48, SW49, SW55;
Vegetation Guideline VE37, TEP Species Guideline TE74, Wildlife and Fish Guidelines WF17 and WF20, Scenery
Guidelines SM05 and SM0S, Heritage Resources Guideline HR12, Timber Guideline TR12, Range Guideline
RAO08, Lands and Special Uses Guidelines LS03, LS05, LS23; Roads and Facilities Guidelines RF11, RF12, RF19,
RF20, RF21, RF22, RF23, RF24, RF29, RF32.
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