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Pollinator Garden Goes to Sleep for the Season

(Bartow, WV) As the leaves drop and winter chill fills the air, gardeners know their plants will
go dormant until spring, leaving behind bent stalks and brown foliage. So too will the plants of
the newly created pollinator garden on the grounds of the Monongahela National Forest’s
Greenbrier Ranger District office in Bartow. A tremendous amount of effort was been put into
starting this ambitious project over the summer, but the change of seasons is putting a halt to the
next steps for now.

Forest Service employees, community volunteers, and a VISTA volunteer have created the basic
framework for the garden, which is meant to highlight the importance and beauty of plants native
to the area. The main garden is surrounded by a split rail fence, which provides a sense of
enclosure and delineates the area. Within this garden, a winding path leads around existing
mature trees past planting beds and a beautiful sandstone patio. While some planting has been
done, much of this area will be filled in with additional plants in the spring of 2009. Mulching
and signs are planned for the coming year as well.

The large open bed in front of the office by the highway will also gain additional plantings once
the weather is suitable. In the meantime, the temporary cover of black plastic will be removed to
make the area more attractive, and the existing plants will be mulched for winter protection. “We
wish we could make the whole garden complete all at once,” said acting District Ranger Debra
Holler, “ but realistically we have to get things straightened up for the winter and know that once
the snows melt there will be lots more to do.” Holler went on to note that the sheer scope of the
possible project is both exhilarating and challenging. “There is a great master concept plan for
the whole site, but how much we will implement any one year will depend upon available funds
and other priority work for our Ranger District.”
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