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Facilities

Reference and Current Conditions

The Monongahela Forest did not exist until 1920; thus, no Forest facilities existed prior to that
time. Some facilities were constructed by the Civilian Conservation Corps in the 1930s, but
most have been built, replaced, restored, or upgraded since that period. The Greenbrier Ranger
District, for instance, has had a number of offices through the years, with the most recent office
constructed in the late 1980s. Forest Service facilities in the Upper Greenbrier Watershed are
listed below by area, with associated needs/concerns identified by the Forest Facilities Engineer.

Greenbrier Ranger District Administrative Site
The existing facilities at the Greenbrier Ranger District Administrative Site include:

Buildings:

Greenbrier Ranger District Office

Two single family residences

One residence used to quarter seasonal employees, volunteers, and research personnel
Warehouse constructed by the Civilian Conservation Corps

Gas and oil storage building

Paint and utility building

Metal storage building used as the fire cache.

Utilities:

e Water is supplied from a municipal water system.

e Wastewater is collected and treated on site and is discharged into the Greenbrier River.
e A remote radio base station antenna is located on the hill behind the administrative site.

Facility needs include:

» The wastewater treatment system has parts that are old, and much of the system is buried
much deeper than it needs to be, which makes maintenance and repair more difficult as
well. The disinfecting and pumping portions of the system should be replaced, and the
Forest should consider relocating the system to a more accessible site and/or depth.

» The CCC-era warehouse is historic but was not built to accommodate the storage needs
of today. The restroom facilities are old and in need of an upgrade. There is a need to
maintain the historic character of the site, while constructing more warehouse space and
upgrading restrooms, either as improvements to the original site or as separate facilities.

» The existing residence/bunkhouse was not constructed to house crews of seasonal
employees, and there are problems with the heating, cooling, and plumbing. There is an
opportunity to provide housing for crews, volunteers and others that is accessible, energy
efficient, and meets the requirements for a bunkhouse.
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» The current facilities at the administrative site are a hodgepodge of architectural design
and appearance. There is an opportunity to improve this situation by identifying an
architectural theme and altering siding and/or other building components to comply with
the theme.

In addition, there are a number of recreational facilities within the watershed. The recreation
areas are described in the Recreation section of this chapter, along with similar and some
additional needs and opportunities related to their facility maintenance or improvement. The
needs for many of the improvements are more fully explained below.

Island Campground

The existing facilities include:
e Two vault toilets.
e Two single lane vehicle bridges.

Facility needs include:
» The outdated vault toilets are difficult to maintain and they are not fully accessible to the
public. They should be replaced with one pre-cast concrete vault toilet that would be
easier to maintain and that is fully accessible.

» The two bridges are functionally deficient and they present a growing hazard to the
public. To reduce or eliminate this hazard, the bridges should be replaced or the access
road should be closed to vehicle traffic beyond the bridges.

Lake Buffalo

The existing facilities include:

A small lake with an earthen dam.

A vault toilet in the lake parking area and one in the upper lake parking/camping area
A hand pump at the upper parking area.

A boating access ramp (not a launch).

Facility needs include:
» The earthen dam is currently used for hiking and fishing access to the lake. To continue
these uses, ongoing maintenance needs to include liming, fertilizing and mowing the dam
embankments to maintain a grassy surface.

» There are two drain valves in the lake that regulate the water level in the lake. The upper
valve can lower the lake level about four feet. The lower valve can drain the entire lake,
but the valve is old and has not been used in a long time. There is concern that it may
break if used. The lower drain valve needs to be inspected and possibly repaired.

Old House Run Picnic Area

The existing facilities include:
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e Two vault toilets.
e A picnic pavilion.
¢ A hand pump for water.

Facility needs include:
» The outdated vault toilets are difficult to maintain and they are not fully accessible to the
public. They should be replaced with one pre-cast concrete vault toilet that would be
easier to maintain and that is fully accessible.

» The hand pump is an older model with a long handle that has to be cranked up and down.
It is difficult or impossible to use by younger children, people in wheelchairs, or people
who have problems gripping or holding large metal objects. Newer model pumps exist
that make pumping accessible. The old pump should be replaced with a newer, more
accessible model.

Figure FC-1. Old House Run Picnic Area

Desired Conditions

Facilities are developed to the standard adequate for their intended purpose. Reconstruction and

remodeling of existing facilities, and construction of new facilities, occur as facilities wear out or
need to change. Facilities are safe, efficient, and meet land and resource management objectives

(Forest Plan, p. 11-54).
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