
For up-to-date trail 
condition information 
contact:

Cadillac-Manistee Ranger 
Districts
412 Red Apple Road
Manistee, MI 49660
(231) 723-2211 (VOICE)
(231) 723-0124 (TTY)

hiking the 

Manistee 

National Forest

Manistee River
Trail

From the time when spring's new leaves emerge until the bright colors 

of autumn paint the riparian hardwoods with shades of red and yellow, 

the Manistee River is one of the more scenic areas of the Manistee 

National Forest. The Manistee River Trail, with its steep slopes and 

sharp turns, meanders through native hardwoods and pines. Cool green 

glades with mosses and ferns are to be found at nearly every stream 

crossing. 

The 18" wide trail starts 

at Seaton Creek Camp-

ground on the backwaters 

of Hodenpyl Dam Pond on 

the Manistee River. The 

trail follows the east bank 

of the Manistee for ap-

proximately 10 1/2  miles, 

from Seaton Creek Camp-

ground to Coates High-

way, where it crosses the 

river at Red Bridge. From 

there, a 1 1/2 mile seg-

ment runs west, connect-

ing with the North Coun-

try National Scenic Trail. 

 Along the trail, hikers 

can experience spectacu-

lar views of the Manistee 

River valley, boardwalks 

across the low wetland 

areas,

Trail Information

Bicycles and pack ani-

mals are prohibited on 

the trail. This trail is 

designated for foot travel 

only.

Directions to Trailheads:

From Mesick take Hwy M-

37 south for 6 miles, or 

north 9 miles from the 

Hwy M-55 junction. Turn 

west on 26 Road (near 

Yuma) for 1.7 miles then 

right on O'Rourke Drive for 

1.3 miles, then right on 

Forest Service Road 5993 

for .4 miles to the 

 

There is a $3/car day use 

parking fee.

 Site may be reached 

from Hwy M-37 via 30-

Mile Road. Turn west on 

30-Mile Road the  left at 

the curve onto Warfield 

Road. Drive south approxi-

mately 1 1/2 miles and 

watch for Coates Highway 

on the right. Turn right 

onto Coates Highway to 

Red Bridge over the 

Manistee. The parking lot 

is on the west side of the 

river. The trail starts on 

the east side of the river.

Seaton 

Creek Campground.

Red Bridge River Ac-

cess
The policy of the United States 

Department of Agriculture Forest 
Service prohibits discrimination 
on the basis of race, color, 
national origin, age, religion, sex, 
or disability, familial status, or 
political affiliation. Persons 
believing they have been 
discriminated against in any 
Forest Service related activity 
should write to:  USDA, Director, 
Office of Civil Rights, 
Room 326-W, Whitten Building, 
1400 Independence Avenue, SW, 
Washington, D.C. 20250-9410 or 
call (202) 720-5964 (voice and 
TDD).

An eight foot high water-

fall flowing from a spring 

fed brook and a unique 

arch timber bridge cross-

ing Slagle Creek. The 

trail is marked with gray 

diamond trail markers.

• camp a minimum of 200 

feet from the river and 

the trail to minimize im-

pact to other hikers, or at 

designated sites..

• small campfires are 

allowed but please use 

only dead or fallen wood.

• make sure your fire pit 

is cleaned of unburned 

items and pack out the 

unburned material.

• don't bury your gar-

bage. Animals dig it up.

• do not drink the river 

water. Microorganisms in 

unpurified water can 

create serious problems 

for humans.

Please keep in mind:


