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401 N. Court Street
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File Code:  1950/2800
  


Date:  November 25, 2003

«FirstName» «LastName»
«Company»
«Address1»
«City», «State»  «PostalCode»
Dear «Title» «LastName»:

The Mio Ranger District of the Huron-Manistee National Forests received an application to conduct geophysical exploration to locate potential oil/gas resources below National Forest System lands.

The exploration method proposed is a seismic survey.  Small amounts of explosives are placed in shallow, small diameter holes along “source lines” and exploded.  The sound waves from the explosions travel through the Earth and reflect back to the surface when they hit rock formation boundaries.  The reflected wave is then recorded and used to map subsurface structures.  The proposed request includes: 1) surveying source lines (north and south 1,320 feet apart) and receiver lines (east and west 990 feet apart), and light brushing as needed, 2) drilling three inch diameter holes, six or ten feet deep, with an alternating two hole and five hole pattern every 220 feet along the north-south lines, 3) recording the information, and 4) removing survey flagging and filling any holes (1-2% of the holes usually need filling) created by the explosions.  Proposal is to use motorized vehicles (trucks, tractors, pick-ups, ORV’s, and snowmobiles) and drills (backpack and tractor mounted) to complete the project this winter (2003-04).  The entire project would take approximately one month.  I would like your comments and/or concerns on this request.  

The proposed project is located approximately 15 miles southeast of Grayling, Michigan in Crawford County and includes the National Forest System lands in Sections 8, 9, 10, 15, 16, 17, 19, 20, 21, 22, 28, 29, & 30, T25N, R1W.  The proposed project covers approximately 6,400 acres.  See enclosed location map.

The purpose of this exploration is to gather subsurface information used to evaluate the potential for mineral resources.  The mineral rights below this area are a combination of state, federal, and private.  Some of the state and federal mineral rights are already leased.     

The proposed project is located in three Management Areas 6.1 (Semi-primitive Non-motorized), 4.5 (Kirtland’s warbler), and 4.2 (Roaded Natural ) of the Land and Resource  
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Management Plan Huron-Manistee National Forests (Plan).  For Management Area 4.5 the Plan states;

· No drilling, exploration, construction, or maintenance involving heavy equipment shall take place within one-half mile of or create noise greater than 85 decibels in occupied habitat, between May 1 and September 30. (Page IV-171)

For All Management Areas including 6.1 and 4.2 the Plan states; 

II. Mineral Exploration

A.  All lands will be available for nonsurface-disturbing exploration with appropriate restrictions to protect the environment and as consistent with the Recreation Opportunity Spectrum (ROS) class. (Page IV-65)

B.  Allow other types of exploration and development on a case-by-case basis following a site specific environmental analysis. (Page IV-65) 

The Forest Service will consider what restrictions are necessary to protect resource values.   Restrictions would be added as terms and conditions of the permit.  

Comments

If you have questions concerning this project contact Dwight Devereaux at 989-826-3252 ext. 313 or visit the Forest Service office in Mio on December 3 and 4 from 1:00 p.m. to 4:30 p.m. to discuss this proposal.  Please send your comments and/or concerns to me at the Mio Ranger District, 401 N. Court Street, Mio, Michigan, 48647, or comments-eastern-huron-manistee-mio@fs.fed.us, by December 15, 2003 so they may be incorporated into this decision.  Please ensure that your comments include: 1. Name, address, organization represented and title, 2) Title of the project for which comments are being submitted, and 3) Specific facts and supporting reasons that should be considered. 

Sincerely, 

MICHAEL J. WEBER

District Ranger

Enclosure 
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