Detailed Notes from the 11/19 Pere Marquette Scenic Corridor Plan Update Public Information Meeting

 Recorded by Rebecca Jennings (MSU) and Organized by Outstandingly Remarkable Value Per PM Scenic Corridor Enabling Legislation 

Water Quality

· In response to the LAC paper: 

The constraining goal should be to maintain the PM River and watershed and avoid further degradation. The water quality must be maintained and erosion must be kept to a minimum. A process needs to be established to test for water quality. 

There needs to be a reduction in noise, litter, trespass, and alcohol use caused by overuse. Reduction of commercial canoe use would help increase woody debris and spawning for fish. 

The permit process needs to be reevaluated to spread people out over the river. One person float vessels should be encouraged. The permit dates should be expanded before May and after September.

Fishing pressure: prohibit non-permitted guides and discourage more access sites and hardening of existing sites.

Enforcement can be improved by an increase in man power. Funding needs to be found to be used for enforcement. River traffic should be physically monitored. There needs to be a unified agency approach and a reduction in catch limits.

· Is there a long term data base to show changes? Answer: no, there are photos and only about the last 10 years worth of data.

· There should be monitoring on each watershed. A lot of people don’t want to help fund. Partnership can help (universities).

Outdoor Recreation

· 1 person per watercraft permit will help control how many people are on the river. 100 permits equals 200 people in canoes, double the number of permits issued

· Example in Florida of tarpon near Boca Grand. The increased pressure has caused there to be no tarpon coming into the pass in the past 2 years. The livelihoods of the guides are in danger. Could something like this happen in Michigan?

· We realize that the Forest Service is working to decrease over using on the upper stretches, but anglers cannot safely use these portions. Private property is being used and abused while other parts of the river are under utilized. The lower river is wider and less developed which is better aesthetically. We realize liveries would have to spend more to get people further away but this would improve the quality of the upper river.

· Fishing hours need to be changed to include no night fishing from September 1st to May 1st. But of course, fish bite better at night.

· I have been coming since I was 2 weeks old. My family has property and we call the cops and DNR because people are abusing our land. We are woken up at 2 and 3 am with people in the yard. Fishing pressure seems to be up with the salmon. I respect people making a living on the river. People here care about the river, but we need more people to do so.

· There are people paying people to stay in boats all day and night long to sit on fishing holes.

· Since the launch site at Rainbow Rapids is out and there is the no kill zone, if someone wants to kill they have to put in at Rainbow Rapids. This has shifted use from the flies only and putting them in the middle of the river.

· In the area between Rainbow Rapids and Sulac there is night fishing that includes camp fires. With increased alcohol use, fires may get out of hand. This is mostly happening in the fall, not as much in summer and spring. There is a concern about damage, mostly foot traffic. Vegetation is almost gone and isn’t recovering. Maybe a solution would be planting brush with thorns so people could not walk in certain places. When roads are upgraded, don’t make them so wide and straight. Think about aesthetics.

· Most of the damage is occurring during the salmon run. Each year there is an increase in people and people have to be kicked off of private property.

· Regarding the closure at Lower Branch: those kinds of unfounded actions tend to not eliminate use but rather just shift it. The use gets concentrated. Instead of closing sites, look at what it will cause. Maybe specific use at specific sites. Use can’t be dispersed if we’re closing sites. Management by closure doesn’t work.

· Solving heavy use can be regulated if permit time is extended. The only permits year round are guides. Watercraft is only regulated in Summer and needs to be extended. There are many use conflicts especially weekends of the spring and fall. Enforcement is key!

· Majority of people are using Federal sites. If you feel there is enough people to regulate in the summer, then you also need to realize there are busy times in fall and spring.

· There are a lot of guys ‘playing guide’ in their boats.

· You can’t tell if people are real guides or not. Or maybe they are just guiding friends and family.

· Drift boats are a comfortable way to fish.

· Foot traffic on the banks is doing a lot of damage.

· Night fishing is an increasing problem. There are fires at night and people are coming out to specifically fish at night.

· A lot of illegal activity is going on. Many people might be willing to give up fishing time to combat the problem. 

· At Rainbow Rapids, there should be hours on the access site (to help with night fishing problem). If you can’t access the river, you can’t fish.

· Single users in kayaks may be discriminated against.

· If you compare what the river was like 50 years ago, it was not as wide and it was faster and deeper. There is no bank to hold the river back. The vegetation can’t recover. The river’s carrying capacity has to be looked at. The skinniest part of the river has the most people. There needs to be a limit on alcohol. It is currently a voluntary action and needs to be lowered. Fishing guides need to be permitted for one person per permit. It is hard to tell what is guided and what is not. There needs to be a visible number so guides can be reported. It used to be easy to tell, but now you can’t see the orange tags. User fees can be used to help pay for enforcement. Need someone to call like a 24 hour tip line. Maybe patterns can be recognized. One LEO for Lake County is not enough. And unified rules for guiding permits.

· Watercraft use has increased dramatically in the past 10 years. The number of guides have gone down because a lot of people own their own boats now. Increased access will help to disperse use. There is a need to regulate private boats. There are a lot of unlicensed guides.

· We expect guides to have knowledge, equipment, insurance, and skill. Unlicensed guides are unsafe because no one is making sure they have the basics. We owe it to the real guides to enforce illegal guides.

· Is there a census of watercraft? Answer: no

· No distinction between a big raft with 20 people and a one person kayak.

· 10 years ago there were more rafts. Now there are less but there is an increase in kayaks. The liveries used to not own any kayaks, now they rent out many.

· The area around Wahalla and Indian to Custer are filled with sand. It is difficult for drift boats to get past. That stretch needs to be made open and fishable. There used to be holes that were 8 feet deep that are now 2 feet deep and full of silt. We see a lot of abuse and people use the land for their outhouse.

· Guides have been see throwing rocks into holes to spook fish. There have been poachers with spears and bows and arrows. There is a lot of rift-raft coming down the river. Other people can’t find a spot to fish because people sit on holes. There is no grass on many corners. People use the banks and don’t respect the land.

· Interpretation needs to be revisited. Educating people will help.

· It is under discussion that the State is considering statewide licensing for guides.

· We have to try to control and/or disperse use. Restrict number of people using each access site. The Forest Service controls a lot of the access on the PM, they need to start the process.

· The Forest Service bought property and designated to park 7-9 vehicles, but in the fall there are 30+ cars. People that get tickets say it’s worth it to pay $50.

· Maple Leaf: property owners can’t get in and out of their own driveways. What if there is a fire or a need for 911? People are parked up and down the FS road and rail road track (mostly during salmon season).

· What is the hold up of the DNR and FS having the same regulations? Answer: it’s just trying to get it through, it’s political.

· There’s a need for better signage at sites so people know what they can and can’t do with parking etc.

· We have a people problem caused by a fish. Do away with the fish and we would do away with the problems. But then there would be a loss in money. If there’s fish there, people will go there.

· There is concern for places where the PM goes in and out of private and public land. Could there be a land exchange (north vs. south side of river). There needs to be better posting of entering and leaving public land. The signs are falling down. People are going to the bathroom wherever because they don’t know how much further to public land.

· Most problems with guides are not with real guides. Real licensed guides are part of the solution!

· Drinking on the river is a problem. Canoes and rafts, not so much anglers.

· In regard to signs: people just don’t know if they are on public or private land. Signs are vandalized.

· Liveries need to point out rest stops to people. Go over the map with them before departure so they know where they can stop and get out. There is very little litter problem with the maps in Grayling. Education is key!

· Flies only is impossible for disabled and partially disabled people (i.e. person with a walker can’t get in and out of boat). Maps at the sites only have liveries listed as recreation partners. If you can’t put all, don’t put any!

· The DNR officers around Maple Leaf work hard. There aren’t enough of them to go around.

· A decrease in canoe use would be beneficial. There is a lot of partying that goes with canoeing and a lot of poachers. Needs to be more DNR and FS enforcement.

· There was an incident of a person with a trolling motor on their boat. Enforcement of laws is crucial.

Fish and Wildlife

· Does this meeting have any influence on DNR fishing regulations? Answer: this will help raise the issue. The DNR needs to hear this.

· Because of the cold water fish this is a special regulation water. The regulations are deemed experimental and can be changed. The director has this power. This could be the beginning of affecting the DNR regulations. This could bring the issue to the forefront.

· Sedimentation is a problem. A lot of the sand has been there and is moving downstream as part of the natural process. Bank reinforcement and woody debris can help.

· This area historically has sandy soil. With the drought there is less water flowing and there is low water.

· We can’t reverse what the salmon did. The problems are mostly coming from the salmon being here. They attract fisherman that have no long term interest in the river. Maybe we should stop stocking them or put in a weir to stop them.

· There are not many complaints about steelhead fisherman. They are mainly fly fisherman. Make the whole river flies only. This can change the character of the river in a positive way. Little by little, extend the fly only zones. The PM is a fishing river. Now it is know for steelhead and salmon and not so much for trout anymore.

· Decrease catch limits. A no kill zone might not be biologically good. Salmon are naturally reproducing. A decrease in night fishing will help spawning. Let’s make PM a special exception!

· This river is unique. It has a national reputation for its fisheries. It is not damned up and has premium gravel.

Aesthetics

· Shoreline appearance is important.

· There had been improvement where banks have been reinforced (i.e. Clay Banks). The river will widen out if vegetation is lost even on non-cutting banks, especially where the gravel beds are.

· Are there regulations for property owners to have signs and what they look like? Answer: yes (natural river regulation)

· There is less vigorous enforcement of riverfront development zoning regulations.

Trees and Forest Cover – No Comments

PAGE  
4

