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1950


Date:
May 21, 2003
Dear Interested Publics:

I am writing to notify you of my decision to implement Alternative 1, the Proposed Action of the HFI- Fuels Reduction 2003, Environmental Assessment.  Copies of the Decision Notice and FONSI are being mailed to people who submitted comments before or during the comment period, and to people who requested copies of the decision notice.  I am the responsible official for this project.  

Three alternatives, including the Proposed Action, the No Action and a non-commercial alternative were analyzed.  As the responsible official for this project, I selected Alternative 1, the Proposed Action, because it best provides for:  public health and safety related to wildland fire;  the best overall economic cost of the project;  the reduction of hazardous fuels acreage; and the habitat needs of wildlife including threatened, endangered, sensitive, and management indicator species. 
Alternative 2, the non-commercial alternative has similar results when applied to the landscape.  However, higher costs associated with contracting the treatments would not be in the best interests of the taxpayers who support the project.  Timber products also would not be utilized, thereby reducing secondary and tertiary economic benefits.  The No Action Alternative was not selected because it would result in the fuels continuing to accumulate and the areas remaining in a highly volatile state.  The probability of wildland fire ignitions is not expected to significantly change in the near future.  The results of no action could be catastrophic with regard to these improvements should ignitions occur. 
This decision is subject to appeal pursuant to 36 CFR 215.7 as described in the enclosed Decision Notice and Finding of No Significant Impact.  The written notice of appeal must be postmarked and submitted to USDA-Forest Service, Eastern Region, Attn: Appeal Deciding Officer, 310 West Wisconsin Avenue, Milwaukee WI 53203, within 45 days of the date of public notification of this decision in the Alcona County Review and the Oscoda Press.  

Nick Schmelter has additional information.  If you have questions, please call him at 517/739-0728 or write to USDA – Forest Service, Huron Shores Ranger Station, 5761 N. Skeel, Oscoda, MI 48750.  I realize that your time is valuable and want you to know I appreciate your review of this environmental analysis.

Sincerely,

Charles J. Andrina
CHARLES J. ANDRINA 

District Ranger
Enclosures (2)    
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