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Huron-Manistee National Forests

December 11, 2002

The USDA Forest Service has proposed several areas needing treatment to reduce the fire hazard in the Huron-Manistee National Forest of lower Michigan.  The project is intended to reduce fire threat by removing the small trees that pose the greatest risk of spreading fire rapidly.

Goals:

1.    remove jack pine fuels that have historically been a fire threat in Michigan;

2.    reduce the volume of young jack pine around recreation sites and private property; 

3.    create fire breaks in large forest stands to deter fires from spreading;

4.    restore historic open lands to provide habitat for plant and animal species that need this type of ecosystem.

Method:  The jack pine will be removed through a combination of a commercial timber sale, mechanical chopping or hand cutting.  Most of the young trees of small diameter will be sold in a commercial timber sale.  Most of the material will be chipped and used at wood-burning power plant, reducing the amount of woody debris, called “slash”, left on the forest floor.  In the future, prescribed burns or mowing, may be needed to prevent the area from becoming overgrown again.

Location:  The proposed treatment areas are in Iosco and Alcona Counties of central Michigan, west of Oscoda.  The projects are located on the Tawas and Harrisville Ranger Districts. 

  Name



Location
          Acres
Treatment
Goal

  High School Additional     
Oscoda/AuSable             130  
Mechanical
Fuel Reduction

  Red Keg Additional

Curtisville

   90      Mechanical
Fuel Reduction

  Sand Lake Fuels II

Sand Lake 

 220
Mechanical
Fuel Reduction

  Pine River Fuel Break

Bissonnette Road
 350
Mechanical
Fire Break

Background:  Historically, the forested lands of Iosco and Alcona Counties have been susceptible to wildland fires. In 1911, most of the structures of Oscoda and Au Sable were destroyed when a fire approached from the western jack pine “plains”.  Many wildfires have burned over the last 100 years as a result of the jack pine timber types associated with the sandy soils that are predominant in Iosco, Alcona and other central Michigan counties.

Ecosystem:  Areas of sandy soil types are very susceptible to forest fires because rainfall quickly permeates through the sand to below the root systems of the many vegetative types that occur here.  This inability to store and capture water causes early curing of plants and grasses, which can increase the intensity and spread of wildland fires.  Recent drought has also created conditions which have resulted in fires larger than have normally occurred.  The fuels of this fire-prone ecosystem are made up primarily of jack pine stands of varying ages.  The jack pine fuel type is considered to be one of the most volatile and dangerous fuel types occurring in the United States.
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