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United States

Department of

Forest 

Service


	Huron Shores Ranger Station
5761 N. Skeel Avenue
Oscoda, MI  48750
	989-739-0728 (Voice)
989-739-0347  (Fax)
989-739-0806  (TTY)



  
File Code:
 1950/5100


Date:
 March 31, 2003
Dear Interested Publics:

Enclosed are the Environmental Assessment (EA) and proposed finding of no significant impact (FONSI) for the Healthy Forest Initiative – Fuels Reduction 2003 project.  You are invited to comment on the proposed action (Alternative 1) to expand and improve fuelbreaks in the Oscoda High School and Pine River areas and reduce fuels north of the Brodieville Subdivision (Red Keg Additional) and in the Sand Lake areas before I make my final decision 

This is one of the Forest Service demonstration projects for the President’s Healthy Forests Initiative for Wildfire Prevention and Stronger Communities (http://www.fs.fed.us/projects/HFIshtml).  This initiative calls for administrative improvements to ensure more timely decisions, greater efficiency and better results in projects that reduce the risk of catastrophic wildfires and restore forest health.  

This EA may look a bit different from the traditional Forest Service approach and includes the FONSI.  The effects analysis in the EA is focused on supporting my determination that there will be no significant impacts from this proposed action.  I will also consider other components of the analysis in reaching my decision.  Some of this information is available in the project record and on our website at http://www.fs.fed.us/r9/hmnf/pages/healthyforest.htm.  While we have included all this information in the EA in the past, this EA is more focused on supporting the FONSI, which meets the requirements of our laws and regulations1.
Based on the analysis completed so far, I will consider your comments, the EA and the following in reaching my decision:

· Public health and safety related to wildland fire;

· The overall economic cost of the project;

· Reducing the acreage of hazardous fuels; and

· Beneficial and adverse impacts to management indicator species.

Again, all comments and conclusions reached to date are available on our website (http://www.fs.fed.us/r9/hmnf/pages/healthy_forest.htm) or in the project files at the Huron Shores Ranger Station.  Please contact Nick Schmelter at 989-739-0728, extension 3010, if we can answer questions or assist in any way.  Included with your comments should be your name, address, phone number, the name of this project (Healthy Forest Initiative – Fuels Reduction 2003 project) and organization represented, if any.  Comments on this project must be submitted within 30-days of the publication of this notice in the Oscoda Press and Alcona County Review newspapers.   Please submit your comments to Nick Schmelter at:

USDA Forest Service

Huron Shores Ranger Station

5761 N. Skeel Road

Oscoda, MI 48750

I appreciate your interest and participation in the process thus far and look forward to hearing from you in the future.   

Sincerely,

/s/ Charles J. Andrina
Charles J. Andrina

District Ranger

Encl: EA, FONSI, Maps, 


 For information on the core elements of the EA process, see the President’s Council On Environmental Quality memo under the Healthy Forest Initiative: http://www.whitehouse.gov/ceq/guidanceforenvironmental_assessmentsofforest_healthprojects_memo.pdf


Comments received in response to this solicitation, including names and addresses of those who comment, will be considered past of the public record and will be available for public inspection.  Comments submitted anonymously will be accepted and considered; however, those who submit such comments will not have standing to appeal the subsequent decision under 36 CFR 215.  Additionally, pursuant to 7 CFR 1.27 (d), any person may request that a submission be withheld from the public record by showing how the Freedom of information Act permits such confidentiality.  Persons requesting such confidentiality should be aware that confidentiality is granted in only very limited circumstances.  The Forest Service will inform the requester of its decision regarding a request for confidentiality, and where the request is denied, the submission will be returned and the requester notified that the comments may be resubmitted with or without name and address. 

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its programs and activities on the basis of race, color, national origin, gender, religion, age, disability, political beliefs, sexual orientation, and marital or familial status.  (Not all prohibited bases apply to all programs.)  Persons with disabilities who require alternative means of communication of program information (Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.) should contact USDA’s target center at 202-720-2600 (voice and TDD).  To file a complaint of discrimination, write USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, Room 326-w, Whitten Building, 1400 Independence Ave. SW, Washington DC 20250-9410 or call 202-720-5964 (voice or TDD).
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