US Forest Service

Allegheny National Forest
4 Farm Colony Drive
Warren, PA 16365

Contact: Kathryn Mohney March 5, 2009
Telephone: 814-728-6298 FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

ALLEGHENY NATIONAL FOREST TO HOLD PUBLIC MEETINGS TO EXPLAIN
PROCESS FOR PROVIDING COMMENTS ON OIL AND GAS SUPPLEMENTAL
ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT STATEMENT

Public Meetings Scheduled 3/9, 3/10, and 3/11

Warren, Pa. — Contrary to information portrayed in the recent news release issued by the Allegheny
Defense Project, the Forest Service will be conducting extensive public involvement throughout the process
to conduct a supplemental environmental impact statement for oil and gas standards and guidelines for the
2007 Forest Plan. The first of the meetings will be next week:

1. Monday, March 9, 7:00 p.m., Forest Supervisor’s Office, 4 Farm Colony Drive, U.S. 62 north of

Warren;

2. Tuesday, March 10, 7:00 p.m., Rice Auditorium (Room 107 in Fisher Hall) of the University of

Pittsburgh-Bradford; and

3. Wednesday, March 11, 7:00 p.m., Clarion Holiday Inn at the junction of State Route 68 and

Interstate-80 (exit 62).

“Not only will there be numerous public meetings, but there will be monthly conference calls with
the public to explain and discuss progress, news releases, website postings, and letters that are all designed to
be up front and transparent, and encourage participation. This is all above and beyond minimum
requirements outlined in regulations, and to imply anything differently is wrong,” said Forest Supervisor
Leanne Marten.

Forest Supervisor Marten goes on to say, “For organizations such as the Allegheny Defense Project
to come out with such erroneous information is unfortunate and disheartening because it does nothing but
confuse members of the public and cause further discontent and strife amongst community members. My
goal on the Allegheny is to help employees do their jobs of managing resources and meet the needs of the
communities in which we work and live. Because not all members of the public agree with how and what
we should be doing on the Allegheny, or at times with the mission of the Forest Service, this can make
achieving that goal extremely challenging. Analyzing and deciding on Forest Plan oil and gas standards and
guidelines pertaining to surface resource management is such a challenge. As such, I am asking you to
please be involved and share your comments.”

Additional information on the proposal of the Agency regarding oil and gas standards and guidelines, the
process, and how and when you may get involved can be obtained directly from the Allegheny NF website,
http://www.fs.fed.us/r9/forests/allegheny, or by calling (814) 723-5150.
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