INVITATION!
The USDA Forest Service, Southern Region, cordially invites you

TO PARTICIPATE IN A REGIONAL ROUNDTABLE IN ATLANTA
FRIDAY, APRIL 16, 2010

(8:00 am – 4:30pm)

The Sheraton Atlanta Hotel, in the “Georgia Hall”

165 Courtland Street, Atlanta, GA  30303

TO HELP DEVELOP A NEW LAND AND RESOURCE MANAGEMENT 
PLANNING RULE FOR THE U.S. FOREST SERVICE!
This event is open to all, and there is no fee involved.  To ensure that we have sufficient space, materials, and refreshments, we ask that you register online by Wednesday, April 7, at: http://atlantaroundtable.eventbrite.com.  Detailed information about the Atlanta Roundtable can be found at http://www.fs.fed.us/r8/planning/planningrule.php. 
The goals of this April 16th Regional Roundtable are to:

1. Engage in an exchange of views about what  you would like to see in the agency’s new Land and Resource Management Planning rule; 

2. Document the range of participant views, themes, and any areas of agreement or disagreement that may emerge to be used as input to the development of a new planning rule, and

3. Enhance relationships between the U.S. Forest Service and others with stakes in National Forest planning.

If you need a hotel room to stay while attending this Roundtable, you can make a reservation at the Sheraton Atlanta Hotel by calling 404-659-6500 or going to their website at http://www.sheratonatlantahotel.com.

Those who attend this event can expect to learn more about the policy context for this new rule, have an opportunity to express their opinions about what should be in the new rule, and learn about others’ opinions.  If you cannot attend, you can find a summary of the discussion posted on the planning rule website, http://www.fs.usda.gov/planningrule, within 2-3 weeks following the roundtable.  
The Forest Service is committed to developing a new Planning Rule that endures over time. In keeping with President Obama’s call for open, transparent government that is participatory and collaborative, the Forest Service is pleased to offer many different ways for those who are interested to contribute input about what should be in this rule. The April 16th facilitated dialogue will be one important opportunity to provide input.  Please check the national planning rule website at http://www.fs.usda.gov/planningrule for more additional information on efforts currently underway to revise the Planning Rule.  If you have questions, contact Paul Arndt, Regional Planner (email: atlanta_roundtable@fs.fed.us or call: 404-347-4984).

[image: image1.jpg]


[image: image2.jpg]


              

