Ouachita National Forest Plan Revision
How will the Draft Alternatives address the Issues? 

	Desired Future Condition
	Emphasis
	Ecosystem Health and Sustainability 
	Land Allocation 
	Public Access and Recreation 
	Relationship to Communities

	Alternative A – Maintain current management plan.

	Current Management: 

   Amended 1990 Forest Plan and 34 amendments.
	Maintain current Ecosystem Management principles.

Maintain current responsiveness to ecosystem health and sustainability challenges.  
	Maintain land allocations in current Management Areas.

	Maintain public access and recreation opportunities. 
	Continue to work to improve economic relationship with communities and to seek other opportunities for coordination.   


	Alternative B - Updated version of the current plan’s Desired Future Condition, plus

More emphasis on ecosystem health and sustainability objectives.

	Streamlined and updated version of Current Plan, incorporating these changes:

(  Adjust current program to reflect Healthy Forest Restoration Act, as appropriate. 

(  Designate regions for possible future OHV trail development, and allow OHVs on Forest Service open roads and designated trails only. 

	Vegetation Management would be based on ecosystem health and sustainability, and determined at the project and landscape level.

Tools for improving forest health, particularly areas at risk of disease, pest and/or invasive species infestation (southern pine beetle, oak decline, kudzu) would potentially include a mix of silvicultural techniques, stand improvement activities, prescribed fire, and minimal pesticide use.


	Maintain current Wilderness, but make no new recommendations.  Wilderness areas are:

(  Flatside– 9,507 acres– AR

(  Dry Creek– 6,310 acres– AR

(  Caney Creek– 14,460 acres– AR

(  Poteau Mountain  - 11,299 acres – AR  

(  Black Fork Mtn – 13,579 acres - AR & OK

(  Upper Kiamichi River – 10,819 acres – OK 

Maintain current Wild and Scenic Rivers, but make no new recommendations.  Wild and Scenic Rivers are:

(  Cossatot – 26.6 mi scenic, 4.2 recreation

(  Little Missouri – 4.4 mi wild, 11.3 mi scenic 

(  Glover River–16.5 miles – (existing recommendation) 

Maintain streamside management zones - 249,214 acres, but allow limited cutting to meet ecosystem health objectives.

Acres suitable for timber production – 1,043,664

	Recommend development of regions designated for possible future OHV trail development – Northern Region and Southwestern Region.

Follow likely National Policy of moving OHV traffic to open roads and designated trails. 


	Continue to work to improve economic relationship with communities and to seek other opportunities for coordination. 

Address impacts from Healthy Forest Restoration Act, as appropriate. 

Address impacts from National Policy on OHVs.



	Alternative C - Updated version of current plan Desired Future Condition, plus

Increased intensity of emphasis on ecosystem health and community safety at urban-wildland interface.

	As in Alternative B  with this change:

(  Greater emphasis on active management for ecological conditions that sustain diversity and forest health.

	As in Alternative B, plus

Greater intensity of activities within pine-oak, as well as hardwood-dominated communities for ecosystem health.

	Current Wilderness plus new  recommendations. Possible recommendations

(  Brush Heap – 8,353 acres – AR

(  Additions to Flatside – 620 acres – AR and

    Upper Kiamichi – 1,096 acres – OK

Current Wild and Scenic Rivers plus Glover River (16.5 miles) as an existing recommendation.

Maintain streamside management zones - 249,214 acres, but allow limited cutting to meet ecosystem health objectives.

Acres suitable for timber production – 1,043,664


	Recommend development of regions designated for possible future OHV trail development – Northern Region and Southwestern Region.

Follow likely National Policy of moving OHV traffic to open roads and designated trails. 

More prescribed burning may require intermittent closures of some OHV areas for safety. 


	Continue to work to improve economic relationship with communities and to seek other opportunities for coordination. 

Address impacts from Healthy Forest Restoration Act, as appropriate. 

Address impacts from National Policy on OHVs.

Potential for greater timber production.

Potential for greater impacts from smoke.  


	Alternative D - Desired Future Condition handled as in Alternative B, plus 

Increased emphasis on recreation and wildlife.

	(  Minimum requirements for species viability would be met.

(  Vegetation management would be driven by recreation opportunities, including desired levels of scenic integrity, hunting and fishing opportunities, trails, and others.  

(  Maximizing recreation opportunities becomes a greater emphasis across the Forest. 

	Responsiveness to ecosystem health would be accomplished through activities that are primarily driven by management for recreation (e. g. visual quality).

Management for s
cenic integrity may affect prescribed fire locations. Other vegetation management would be visually mitigated.

Vegetation management would particularly promote “watchable wildlife,” 

including important birding areas.

	Current Wilderness plus new  recommendations. Possible recommendations

(  Brush Heap – 8,353 acres – AR

(  Blue Mountain – 11,678 acres – AR

(  Irons Fork – 8,303 acres – AR

(  Ashford Peak –  7,300 acres – OK

(  Bee Mountain – 7,327 acres - OK 

(  Additions to Flatside – 620 acres – AR and

    Upper Kiamichi – 1,096 acres – OK

Current Wild and Scenic Rivers plus Glover River (16.5 miles) as an existing recommendation.

Maintain streamside management zones - 249,214 acres, but allow limited cutting to meet ecosystem health objectives.

Acres suitable for timber production – 1,043,664 

	Recommend development of regions designated for possible future OHV trail development – Northern Region and Southwestern Region.

Follow likely National Policy of moving OHV traffic to open roads and designated trails. 

Increase acreages allotted to recreation, developed and undeveloped.


	Continue to work to improve economic relationship with communities and to seek other opportunities for coordination. 

Address impacts from Healthy Forest Restoration Act, as appropriate. 

Address impacts from National Policy on OHVs. 

Potential for positive economic impacts from increased recreation and tourism.   




