
Hiking    Interpretive  

Trail Highlights:  Located at the Robert S. Kerr Arboretum 
and Nature Center adjacent to the Talimena Scenic Drive are 
three interpretive trails.  One features a variety of plants that 
are identified by trail signs.  Another trail tells the fascinating 
story of how a tree competes with other inhabitants for 
survival.  The third trail explains the process of soil formation 
and its importance in the forest life cycle.  
The trails are an easy walk for the day hiker and provide an 
opportunity to experience the variety of ecological areas that 
exist on a single mountain.  
A restroom and drinking water are at the nature center where 
the trails begin.  These are open from spring through autumn.  
In winter the trails are open, but the restroom is closed and 
water is not available.

Surrounding Areas:
 • Robert S. Kerr Arboretum and Nature Center
 • Talimena Scenic Drive
 • Winding Stair Mountain National Recreation Area
 • Winding Stair Recreation Area
For More Information:
 US Forest Service
 Choctaw Unit—Oklahoma Districts
 52175 US Hwy. 59
 Hodgen, OK  74939

 (Ten miles south of Heavener on Highway 59/270)

 (918) 653-2991

Length:  Varies (Less than one mile-see 
map).

Access:  State Highway 1 (Talimena Scenic 
Drive), 1.5 miles east of U.S. Highway 
259 at the Kerr Nature Center. 

Trail Surface and Markings:  Unsurfaced.   
The trails are well defined by interpretive 
signs along the pathway.

Water:  Drinking water is available at the 
Kerr Nature Center.

Difficulty Level:  Easy.

History:   The trails are located in an area 
that once served as the home of some 
of the Choctaw Indians.  The Choctaw 
sparsely settled the area in the 1800s. 

 After early settlers logged the area in the 
1900s, the Federal Government bought 
and regenerated the land as a national 
forest.

Recommended Seasons:  Autumn through 
spring. 
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The U.S. Department of 

Agriculture (USDA) prohibits 
discrimination in all its 
programs and activities on the 
basis of race, color, national 
origin, age,  disability, and 
where applicable, sex, marital 
status, familial status, parental 
status, religion, sexual orien-
tation, genetic information, 
political beliefs, reprisal, or 
because all or a part of an 
individual's income is derived 
from any public assistance 
program. (Not all prohibited 
bases apply to all programs.) 
Persons with disabilities who 
require alternative means for 
communication of program 
information (Braille, large 
print, audiotape, etc.) should 
contact USDA's TARGET 
Center at (202) 720-2600 
(voice and TDD). 

To file a complaint of 
discrimination write to USDA, 
Director, Office of Civil 
Rights, 1400 Independence 
Avenue, S.W., Washington, 
D.C. 20250-9410 or call (800) 
795-3272 (voice) or (202) 
720-6382 (TDD). USDA is an 
equal opportunity provider and 
employer.
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