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Interdisciplinary Team Members 
Charlie Price - Planning Team Leader  
Jay Pittman - Silviculturist 
Michael Everett – GIS Specialist 
Ken Gordon – Botanist 
April Hargis – Wildlife Biologist 
Jeff Bein – Fire Management 
Gary Hurst – Civil Engineer  
Will Frymire – Soil/Water/Air 
Shannon Ascher – Archeologist 
Hunter Howell – Mineral Specialist 
Steve Goodson - Prescriptionist 
 
Public Involvement 
Included in this appendix are the scoping letter sent asking for public comment on treatments 
within Analysis Unit 24.  The mailing list for this letter is also included.  In addition, a legal 
notice was placed in the Jackson, MS Clarion Ledger, our paper of record, in an effort to identify 
issues from a broad range of the public. 
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File Code: 1950 
Date:  July 28, 2003 

  
«Mr_or_Mrs» «FirstName» «MI» «LastName» 
«Title» 
«Company» 
«Address» 
«City» «State» «Zip» 
 
Dear «Mr_or_Mrs» «LastName»: 
 
The Homochitto Ranger District is proposing vegetative management and associated 
activities to enhance wildlife habitat and address a variety of forest health needs 
within Analysis Unit 24.  This unit encompasses approximately 2,194 acres of 
National Forest Land located in Wilkinson County, and centered approximately 3 
miles west of Crosby and 2 miles south of Rosetta, Mississippi.  The analysis area lies 
within the Foster Creek watershed and includes Compartments 250, 251(portion) and 
252.   
 
The Homochitto has changed a great deal since the time of the American Indians 
and the early settlers.  Historic records indicate that southwest Mississippi 
supported extensive mixed pine forests with a significant longleaf pine 
component.  Pines, favored by frequent fires, occupied the ridges and upper 
slopes.  On lower slopes and in the drains, where fire burned at lower intensity, 
hardwoods flourished.  Low-intensity, periodic fire favors oak and hickory over 
less fire-tolerant species; therefore, hard-mast-producing species were dominant 
in the drains.  These forests not only supported such game species as white-tailed 
deer, wild turkey, and Northern bobwhite, but also the endangered red-cockaded 
woodpecker and a large number of ground-nesting songbirds.  While habitat 
generalists such as the whitetail deer are prospering, populations of a number of 
other more specialized species are declining across the nation as this important 
habitat becomes less common. 
 
Widespread harvest in the 1920's, coupled with the absence of fire, has resulted in 
the loss of most of the longleaf pine component.  Longleaf has been replaced with 
loblolly pine, which is short-lived.  Fire-intolerant hardwoods such as sweetgum, 
American beech, and magnolia, have replaced many of the oaks and hickories that 
were historically favored by the lower intensity burns in the drainages.   
 
The emphasis of this project will be to improve forest health and restore historic 
fire dependent mixed pine and hardwood plant communities.  The proposed 
actions would reduce the threat of southern pine beetle losses, restore the longleaf 
(mixed) pine/ bluestem ecosystem on sites where periodic prescribed burning is 
scheduled, and enhance hardwood species composition and quality in areas where 
periodic burning is not anticipated. 
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Proposed activities include regeneration of approximately 298 acres by various 
methods and thinning approximately 1020 acres of sawtimber and small 
roundwood.  Connected actions including associated site preparation, prescribed 
burning, and transportation needs are included in the proposal.  A more detailed 
description of actions and maps showing the location of proposed activities are 
attached to this letter.  All management activities being considered would take 
place on public lands administered by the Forest Service. 
 
We are in the process of gathering initial information (scoping) to evaluate the 
impacts of this project, as directed by the National Environmental Policy Act 
(NEPA).  You are being contacted because you have expressed an interest in 
management activities on the Homochitto National Forest, or because you have 
been identified as owning or leasing land adjacent to the project area.  Please 
assist us in this analysis by sharing any special knowledge, interests, or concerns 
you may have related to this project area or the proposed activities.  Written 
comments may be submitted to:  District Ranger, 1200 Highway 184 East, 
Meadville, Mississippi 39653.  You can also comment by telephoning either 
Charles Price or Steve Goodson at (601) 384-5876.  To insure your comments are 
considered in the analysis, please be sure that my staff or I receive them by 
August 30, 2003.  Public comments will be addressed as appropriate to the level 
of assessment and will provide the basis for alternative actions and special 
mitigation. 
 
If scoping and analysis indicate that an Environmental Assessment or 
Environmental Impact Statement is appropriate, individuals who participate in 
scoping will receive a copy for evaluation and comment.  If you choose not to 
participate at this time, there may be a second opportunity to comment.  A final 
public comment period for either an Environmental Assessment or Environmental 
Impact Statement will be announced in the legal section of the Jackson, MS 
Clarion-Ledger (Paper of Record).  Interested parties who do not comment will 
be responsible for responding to that notice. 

 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 

  

      
GARY W. BENNETT     
District Ranger     
 
 
enclosures 
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ANALYSIS UNIT 24 
PROPOSED ACTIONS 

 
The purpose of the Analysis Unit 24 project is to manage vegetation within the unit in a 
manner that maintains the health of the forest and sustains the forest and associated 
species over the long term.  The Interdisciplinary Team has reviewed possible actions and 
selected those that would best meet these project objectives while maintaining 
compliance with applicable laws, regulations, standard, and guidelines.  These actions 
would be expected to support diverse populations of wildlife and plant species, and 
provide the best mix of long-term benefits to the public. Proposed activities are listed 
below by the type of treatment and the total acres involved.  A project area map and a 
table are also provided to assist in determining the locations and purpose and need for 
each type of treatment. 
 
Mixed Pine Regeneration:  
 Approximately 199 acres will be regenerated using a clearcut with reserves treatment 

on mixed pine and replant to longleaf in order to restore a historic species component 
to the sites.  This method retains up to 20% of the total stand acres within wide 
drainages and clumps of approximately 1/2 to 2 acres.  This type of treatment will 
save the best hardwoods, is more beneficial to wildlife diversity, and creates better 
visual corridors in the long term than a classic clearcut.   This treatment will be 
applied to those sites within the forests prescribed burn blocks. 

 
Pine/Hardwood Regeneration: 
 Approximately 50 acres will be regenerated using a clearcut with reserves treatment 

on mixed pine/hardwoods and replant to widely spaced mixed pine in order to 
maintain and increase pine and hardwood species on the sites.  It does this by 
controlling the future pine spacing to allow growing space for hardwoods.  This 
method retains up to 20% of the total stand acres within wide drainages and clumps 
of approximately 1/2 to 2 acres.  This type of treatment will save the best hardwoods, 
is more beneficial to wildlife diversity, and creates better visual corridors in the long 
term than a classic clearcut.  This treatment will be applied to areas outside the forests 
prescribed burn blocks. 

 
Seed tree Regeneration: 
 Harvest approximately 49 acres of mixed pine by the irregular seed tree method.  This 

method retains seedtrees in large clumps of about 1/2 to 2 acres, distributed across the 
stand.  These clumps break up the visual impact and provide mature areas within the 
young stands after regeneration.  These are upland sites outside the areas where 
regularly scheduled prescribed burns are anticipated, and are suitable for shortleaf and 
loblolly.   
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Intermediate Thinning: 
 Thin approximately 543 acres of mixed pine and mixed pine/hardwood sawtimber.  

Within the area where regular burning is anticipated, the management objective is 
management of pine sawtimber on the ridges and side slopes to produce open pine 
and grass stands at approximately 70 basal area.  In the areas where periodic burns are 
not anticipated, the objective is to remove some of the pine and lower grade 
hardwood trees to enhance the hardmast (oak and hickory) component of the stands.  
This treatment will reduce the amount of insect threat, remove mature timber, and 
allow younger trees within the stand more space to grow. 

 
First Thinning: 
 Thin approximately 346 acres of mixed pine pulpwood for the first time.  These are 

pine plantations regenerated over the past 30 years.  The objective will be to thin the 
pines to maintain growth and stand vigor, reduce threat of attack from the Southern 
pine beetle, and improve wildlife habitat. 

 
Connected Actions: 
 Site prepare mixed pine regeneration areas by chemically treating and/or prescribed 

burning approximately 160 acres prior to planting. 
 Site prepare pine/hardwood regeneration areas by chemically treating, mechanically 

treating and/or prescribed burning approximately 40 acres prior to planting. 
 Site prepare irregular seedtree areas by chemically treating, mechanically treating 

and/or prescribed burning approximately 39 acres of before seed fall. 
 Chemically or mechanically releasing approximately 239 acres in regeneration areas. 
 Prescribe burn approximately 649 acres on an approximately 3-year cycle to improve 

wildlife habitat. 
 Spot reconstruction and maintenance of approximately 5.0 miles of existing road, and 

attainment of approximately 2 rights-of-way in support of this project. 
 
Acres for this analysis are estimated by computer mapping methods and are only 
approximate.  However, these estimates represent site-specific areas bound by 
identifiable terrain features.  Proposed treatment areas have received an "on the ground" 
analysis. 
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Analysis Unit 24 Project 
Purpose and Need Table 

Management Practice Purpose & Need 

Clearcut with/Reserves 

 To restore longleaf to the ecosystem 
 Sustain long-term forest health 
 Maintain wildlife habitat 
 Retain longleaf pine already present. 
 Increase biodiversity 
 Provide for an even flow of early seral habitat 

Intermediate & First thinnings 

 Increase forest health 
 Increase growth of residual trees 
 Improve habitat for wildlife 
 Reduce susceptibility to southern pine beetle 
damage 
 Provide for an even flow of early seral habitat 
 Increase the amount of hardwood species 

Irregular Seed tree 

 Creates a naturally appearing new stand 
 Contributes to providing a sustainable forest 
 Mixed pine seed source is available on site 
 Increases biodiversity 

Chemical site preparation & burn 

 Prepare sites for new growth 
 Facilitates planting 
 Reduces competition 
 Increases survival of planted trees 
 Gain adequate stocking levels faster 

Plant longleaf pine 

 Increase biodiversity 
 Restore a historic component 
 Helps provide a sustainable forest of long-lived 
species that is natural to the area 

Chemical release and/or burning 

 Provides more nutrients and growing space for 
planted and natural seedlings 
 Controls stocking 
 Increases stand health 

Chainsaw site preparation and 
burn hardwood groups 

 Induces sprouting for hardwood regeneration 
 Increases sprouting success 
 Retards forbs & shrub development 
 Favors re-sprouting species such as oak 

Prescribe burn for habitat 
maintenance 

 Reduce hazard of high intensity destructive fires 
 Increase grass and forb growth 
 Provides and maintains nesting cover, insect 
production, small seed production and available 
browse for a wide variety of wildlife species. 
 Maintains the components of the fire dependent 
communities of this area 
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Letters requesting comments were sent to the following public(s): 
 
Mayor William Adams  
Mr. Chris Alonzo MDWFP 
Mr. James Anders or Norma Anders 
Mr. Alton Applewhite  
Mr. Donald Applewhite  
Mr. Melvin Applewhite  
Ms. Margaret Bateaste  
Mr. John Behan  
Mr. B. Bilbo for Senator Trent Lott 
Mr. Brian Bird Western Regional Office 
Ms. Carla Boucher  
Mr. Donny Bracey  
Mr. Bob Bradford U. S. Forest Service 
Mr. Bill Brame  
Mr. Elmer Buie  
Dr. Wes Burger Dept. of Wildlife and Fisheries 
Mr. Milton Burris Quail Unlimited 
Mr. Eddie Carter  
Mr. Norman Carter  
Mr. Nelson Causey  
Mr. Steve Causey  
Mr. Devin Ceartas  
Mr. Charles Chapman  
Ms. Velma Christiphine  
Mr. Jo Ann Clark  
Mr. Andy Cody  
Mr. Daniel Coggins MS Dept. of Wildlife, Fisheries and Parks 
Mr. & Mrs. Marvin Corban  
Mr. Steve Corbitt  
Mr. David Cothern  
Mr. Paul Damlouji IMBA 
Mr. Billy Davis  
Mr. John Day C/o Joe Nettles 
Mr. Pat Day T.D. Day Etux 
Mr. Malcolm Day  
Dr. Neil Douglas  
Mr. Ella Dunigan  
Ms. Edna Durham C/o J.E. Durham, Jr. 
Ms. Eleanor Dykes  
Mr. Archie England Hazlehurst Lumber Company 
Mr. & Mrs. Edward Flowers  
Ms. Betty Foreman  
Mr. Craig Forman  
Mr. & Mrs. Eddie Forman  
Mr. Gary Forman  
Mr. Charles Freeman District 5, Franklin County 
Mr. Floyd Freeman Quail Unlimited 
Mr. Thomas Gandy  
Ms. Becky Gellette Sierra Club 
Mr. Cliff Givens Lincoln County Board of Supervisors 
Ms. Horace Godbold  
Miss Linda Godbold  
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Ms. Wilmer Godbold  
Mr. Horace Godbold, Jr.  
Mr. & Mrs. Hal Graves  
Mr. K. Graves  
Mr. Paul Harper  
Ms. Kathy Harris Lincoln County 
Ms. Libby Hartsfield  
Ms. Louise Hatfield  
Mr. Wayne Havard Annie Murray L.E. 
Mr. B. Hemphill  
Mr. William Hidalgo  
Mr. Richard Hoaglain  
Mr. Dave Holland  
Mr. Donald Holland  
Mr. Farrell Holland  
Mr. Joe Holland  
Mr. Eldon Hopf Amite County 
Mr. Charlie Horhn  
Dr. George Hurst Dept. of Wildlife and Fisheries 
Mr. W Johnson  
Mr. Jimmy Jones Franklin County 
Mr. Gary Jones Jones Welding and Fabrication 
Mr. Bart Jones  
Mr. Etzold Jones  
Mr. & Mrs. John Kelley  
Mr. Jonathan Kemp Mississippi Trailriders 
Mr. Ernest Klar  
Mr. Sam Laird Lincoln County Board of Supervisors 
Ms. Frances Landrem  
Ms. Jeanette Lee  
Mr. Carl Ray Lehman Franklin County Supervisor 
Mr. Donnie Lewis  
Mr. Gary Littleton  
Mayor Arthur Littleton  
Mr. John Locke  
Mr. Robert Lofton  
Mr. Ricky Long MS Dept. of Wildlife, Fisheries and Parks 
Mr. H. Longmire  
Ms. Mary Lunsford U. S. Forest Service 
Mr. Sam Mabry  
Mr. Charles McCall  
Ms. Helen McCurley  
Mr. Bobby McGehee  
Ms. Maxine McGehee  
Mr. Larry Mercer  
Mr. Reuben Moore  
Ms. Rita Moore  
Mr. Davis Mounger Friends of Mississippi Public Lands 
Mr. Mike Murphy Lousiana Backpackers 
Mr. Rodney Murray  
Mr. Wayne Nations Lincoln County Board of Supervisors 
Ms. Ruby Nettles C/o Muriel Theriot 
Sheriff James Newman Franklin County 
Mayor Betty Norris Roxie 
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Mr. Rickey O'Quin  
Mr. Morgan Palmisano  
Mr. Donny Parinio  
Ms. Shirley Parker or Paula Pryor 
Mr. Barney Parker  
Ms. Ruby Parker  
Mr. Donnie Partin Addie Partin Estate 
Mr. Steve Pedigo Marjorie Kent L.E. 
Mayor Ken Petty Crosby 
Mr. Charles Phillips Heartwood, Missouri Office 
Mr. J. Pickering  
Mrs. Ralph Posey  
Mr. Robert Posey  
Mr. Harold Prather  
Mr. Charles Prichard  
Mr. J. Ratcliff  
Mr. Gordon Redd  
Mr. Lonnie Reed  
Mr. Marlin Reid  
Mr. Ben Robbins  
Ms. Lydia Rogers  
Mr. Felder Rushing MS Native Plant Society 
Mr. Glenn Rushing for Ronnie Shows 
Mr. Charles Schindler  
Mr. Jimmy Seale  
Mr. Joe Seale  
Mr. Roy Shell  
Dr. Cathy Shropshire  
Mr. Gene Sirmon Mississippi Public Lands Council 
Mr. A. Smith MS Dept. of Wildlife, Fisheries and Parks 
Mr. Clyde Smith  
Mr. Donald Smith  
Mr. Kelcy Smith  
Ms. Lillie Smith  
Mr. Roy Smith  
Mr. Richard Smith  
Mr. Gary or Vickie Smith  
Mr. David Southerland MS Dept. of Wildlife, Fisheries and Parks 
Ms. Linday Stanford Save America's Forests, Inc. 
Ms. Wilmer Suire  
Mr. Gene Taylor  
Mr. James Temple  
Mr. Nathan Temple  
Mr. Kenneth Terrell  
Mayor Greg Tindle Meadville 
Mr. James Torrey  
Mr. Paul Tynes  
Mr. Quinn Tynes  
Mr. Ray Vaughn Wildlaw 
Ms. Brenda Vines for Ronnie Shows 
Ms. Natalie Walker Earth Justice Legal Defence Fund 
Mr. & Mrs. David Webb Franklin Advocate 
Mr. Elie Whittiger  
Mr. Jackie Whittington District 3, Amite County 
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Mr. Janine Wilder  
Mr. Randy Woolley  
   Buffalo Wood Inc. 
   Forest Conservation Council 
   Nature Conservancy 
   Plum Creek South Central Timberlands 
   Southern Lumber Company 
   The Timber Company 
   US Fish & Wildlife Service 
   Weyerhauser 


