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BACKGROUND: 
 
The current Forest Plan for Mississippi was approved on September 16, 1985.  In 
December 1999, a Notice of Intent to revise the Forest Plan was published in the 
Federal Register.  However, following initial public scoping, Forest Plan revision efforts 
were delayed due to changes in national planning priorities and reduced funding.  In 
anticipation of plan revision funding becoming available in fiscal year 2004, a revised 
Notice of Intent was published in the Federal Register in September 2003.  This revised 
Notice of Intent provided a formal notice that Forest Plan revision efforts for the National 
Forests in Mississippi were again underway.  
Following publication of the original Notice of Intent to revise the Forest Plan, twenty-
three open houses were held across the state.  Public comments received during the 
initial Forest Plan revision scoping-period generated over 800 responses/comments, 
with over 6,000 individual comments.  The comments were reviewed by forest 
personnel and categorized by subject.  The scoping comments were reviewed again in 
July and August this year to identify any potential emerging issues.  Comments from 
earlier public scoping efforts were determined to be relevant for identification of 
significant issues, which will drive the development of plan revision alternatives.  
Therefore, results from initial public scoping efforts were utilized in development of the 
Forest Plan revision issues. 
The geographic distribution of the six National Forests in Mississippi results in each 
National Forest having its own unique social-economic and ecological niche.  Unique 
characteristics of each National Forest generate diversity in the way planning issues 
influence management requirements for a particular National Forest.  Therefore, the 
planning issues and their disposition could vary between various National Forests in 
Mississippi. 
The following plan revision issues were identified as being the primary issues that will 
define the range of plan revision alternatives.  Issues presented are not all inclusive of 
the many resource management facets that must be considered and evaluated during 
Forest Plan revision.   
Informed decisions are based upon careful consideration of diverse perspectives, 
so your input is critical in shaping an appropriate and balanced future for the 
National Forests in Mississippi.  The Forest Plan is a long-term investment in the 
future of both your community and your national forest.  Working together will 
provide the greatest opportunity for successful planning. 
Please visit the National Forests in Mississippi website to view the latest information on our 
Forest Plan Revision at:  http://www.southernregion.fs.fed.us/mississippi.  Comments may be e-
mailed to:   mississippi_plan@fs.fed.us.  U.S. Postal Service address is:  USDA Forest, ATTN:  
Planning Team Leader, 100 W. Capitol Street, Suite 1141, Jackson, MS 39269. 



 
In any public involvement process, it is most helpful if in addition to stating your 
position on an issue, you can also tell us why you feel that way.    
 

I. Access Management 

Current plan direction generally permits Off-Highway Vehicle access in the general 
forest area except where posted closed to vehicle use.  Current Forest Plan direction 
was based upon assumptions that use would occur mainly on primitive roads and 
trails and that cross country travel would be limited by undergrowth and topography.  
Equipment design changes and a dramatic increase in off-highway vehicle use have 
resulted in significantly higher use levels and much greater resource impacts than 
were originally anticipated. 
The National Forests in Mississippi has identified a need to change current 
management direction regarding off-highway vehicle access and will explore options 
that provide an appropriate level of recreational opportunities while protecting the 
environment, other resources, and reducing or minimizing user conflicts.  Plan 
alternatives will be developed that respond to off-highway vehicle use demands 
consistent with multiple use management objectives. 
The off-highway vehicle management issue is currently the subject of national and 
regional policy review that is expected to lead to the establishment of more consistent 
policy direction regarding off-highway vehicle access.  During plan revision, the 
National Forests in Mississippi will develop management direction for off-highway 
vehicle access that is consistent with national and regional policy. 
Another important facet of access management centers on management options for 
the forest transportation system which includes both roads and trails.  During plan 
revision, management direction will be evaluated to determine the level of local roads 
and trails required to provide effective access to national forest lands for all resource 
management needs and provide adequate public access. 
 
My comments:   

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________ 

Please use back of sheet if needed. 



In any public involvement process, it is most helpful if in addition to stating your 
position on an issue, you can also tell us why you feel that way.    

II. Ecosystem Management  

This issue involves multiple facets that have been broken out into the following 
subcategories: 
 
Biodiversity and Species Viability: 

This is a key requirement of the National Forest Management Act.  All plan 
revision alternatives will evaluate impacts associated with plan activities on 
biodiversity and species viability.  

My comments:   

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________ 

 
Fire Management: 

Prescribed fire is an important management tool on the National Forests in 
Mississippi.  Historically, fire played a significant role in shaping the native plant 
and animal communities in Mississippi.  Plan revision alternatives will evaluate 
the role of prescribed fire in achieving forest ecosystem management goals and 
objectives.  Plan alternatives will: 

• Identify and evaluate the extent, time of year (including growing season), 
and frequencies for prescribed fire use as an ecosystem management 
tool. 

• Evaluate impacts associated with the use of plowed and/or bladed lines 
and establish appropriate mitigation measures. 

• Consider use of permanent fire lines, especially within wildland/urban 
interface zones.  

My comments:   

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________ 

Please use back of sheet if needed 



 
Forest Health/Restoration: 

Management practices that provide for a forest resilient to insect, disease and 
damaging natural disasters; naturally adapted for environmental conditions; and 
forest structure and composition suitable for meeting a broad range of resource 
objectives will be developed and evaluated during plan revision. 

My comments:    

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________ 

 
Invasive Species Management: 

This facet primarily focuses on invasive weeds that occur on National Forest 
lands across the state, but will also include beaver control measures.  Consistent 
management goals, objectives, and design criteria aimed at reducing the spread 
and minimizing resource impacts will be developed and incorporated during plan 
revision.  This is a National Strategic Plan goal.  The revised Forest Plan will 
place additional emphasis on this management concern to improve native 
species diversity across the forest and seek to improve overall forest health. 

My comments:    

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________ 

Please use back of sheet if needed. 



 
Old Growth: 

Guidance for Conserving and Restoring Old-Growth Forest Communities on 
National Forests in the Southern Region will be incorporated and followed for old 
growth designation and delineation during plan revision. 

My comments:   

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________ 

 
Riparian Area and Streamside Management: 

Current plan direction treats these areas as part of the adjacent management 
area.  The revised plan will evaluate alternative management strategies which 
will include delineation of these areas as unique management areas with their 
own management prescriptions and management objectives.  

My comments:   

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________ 

 
 
 
Please use back of sheet if needed. 



 
Vegetation Management: 

Hardwood Management 
The extent and amount of hardwood forest types that occur on National 
Forest lands continues to dominate as a public issue.  The entire Delta 
National Forest is comprised of bottomland hardwoods.  However, on the 
other National Forest units in Mississippi, hardwood management types 
occur as mixed hardwood types and occupy both uplands and stream 
bottoms.  Hardwoods are managed primarily for production of hard mast 
to support wildlife. 

Longleaf Restoration on the Bienville, De Soto, and Homochitto National Forests 
Alternatives that address restoration of the longleaf ecosystem will be 
evaluated during plan revision.  Management prescription direction will be 
established and the extent of management area allocations will be 
evaluated. 

Pine/Hardwood Management 
Current plan direction provides guidance for management of the 
pine/hardwood management type only on the Homochitto National Forest.  
The forest has identified a need to revise and expand pine/hardwood 
management direction to include the other National Forest units in 
Mississippi.  Pine/hardwood management area direction will be developed 
and allocations made during plan revision alternative development. 

Shortleaf / Loblolly Pine management choices on the Holly Springs and 
Tombigbee National Forest 

Alternatives that address various composition mixtures of shortleaf and 
loblolly pine components will be evaluated during plan revision for the 
Holly Springs and Tombigbee National Forests.  Management prescription 
direction will be established and the extent of management area 
allocations will be evaluated. 
 

My comments:   

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________ 

Please use back of sheet if needed. 



 
Watershed Health/Restoration: 

Management practices that contribute to improvement of watershed conditions 
will be developed and evaluated during plan revision.  The Forest’s potential role 
in improving watershed conditions will be evaluated during alternative 
evaluations. 
 

My comments:   

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________ 

Please use back of sheet if needed. 



In any public involvement process, it is most helpful if in addition to stating your 
position on an issue, you can also tell us why you feel that way.    
 

III.  Special Designations 

Wilderness Area Studies and Recommendations: 
The public has identified potential areas for review and consideration during 
scoping.  The National Forests in Mississippi will review and evaluate the 
proposed areas during plan revision.  Multiple-use management direction for the 
Sandy Creek Further Study Area on the Homochitto National Forest will also be 
considered during plan revision.  Possible boundary adjustments on the Black 
Creek Wilderness will also be evaluated during plan revision.    

Wild and Scenic River Recommendations 
River segments adjacent to the Black Creek Scenic River on the De Soto 
National Forest will be evaluated during plan revision to consider their potential 
for recommendation as additions to the Wild and Scenic Rivers System. 

Research Natural Area and other Special Study Area Recommendations 
A number of new Research Natural Areas, Botanical Areas, and other special 
study areas have been proposed.  These will be evaluated during plan revision to 
consider their potential for recommendation for an appropriate area designation. 

 

 My comments:   

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Please use back of sheet if needed. 



In any public involvement process, it is most helpful if in addition to stating your 
position on an issue, you can also tell us why you feel that way.    
 

IV. Threatened, Endangered and Sensitive Species Management 

Red-cockaded Woodpecker 
Current plan direction contains a compilation of red-cockaded woodpecker 
management direction that has evolved since the plan was adopted in 1985.  The 
revised plan will incorporate management requirements from the Final 
Environmental Impact Statement for the Management of the Red-cockaded 
Woodpecker and its Habitat on National Forests in the Southern Region (issued 
June 1995) and most recent United State Department of Interior Fish and Wildlife 
Service Red-cockaded Woodpecker recovery plan requirements and 
conservation measures. 
The Bienville, De Soto, and Homochitto National Forest have Red-cockaded 
Woodpecker habitat.  Habitat management areas will be established and 
appropriate management direction incorporated in the Forest Plan during 
revision. 

Gopher tortoise 
Management guidance from the latest United States Department of Interior Fish 
and Wildlife Service Gopher tortoise recovery plan will be incorporated during 
plan revision. 
 

My comments:   

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________ 

 

Please use back of sheet if needed. 



Please share with us any additional issues or comments here: 
 
______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________ 
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