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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
TEMPORARY CHANGES IN PUBLIC ACCESS & SERVICES

Mount Rogers National Recreation Area Announces Renovation of Headquarters Office

And W. Pat Jennings Visitor Center

Marion, Va.— This month, several important and long-awaited projects got underway at the Mount Rogers NRA headquarters and primary visitor center located on SR 16 between Marion and Sugar Grove.  

“New visitor restrooms are being added onto the front of the building and an elevator addition will be placed on the building’s east side,” explained Area Ranger Beth Merz. “Other modifications will be made to the employee restrooms, the visitor reception area, and all exterior doors that will make our building fully compliant with federal accessibility standards.”  

The parking area at the visitor center is now unavailable due to construction equipment. Visitors in standard size vehicles may park in a few designated spaces to the right of the building.  Large RVs or trailers will be restricted to very limited back-in parking spaces marked at the edge of the remaining parking area.  Traffic will continue to flow in a single lane around the building and past the construction zone.  Until further notice, no overnight parking for hikers or visitors will be allowed at the site.

“Although we may face some weather-related delays with the construction this winter, timing is really better in that fewer visitors will be impacted by the changes in parking and access” said Merz. She also advises members of the public who may need to consult with any of her staff on programs or projects to phone ahead to make sure that employee will be at the office.  Domestic firewood permits can now be obtained by phone and mail.  The local number is (276) 783-5196 and the toll-free number is (800) 628-7202.  

“The improvements for accessibility have been a long time need at this otherwise beautiful timber and stone structure on top of Brushy Mountain,” said Merz. “We apologize for any inconvenience that visitors experience onsite for the next few months, but the results will be worth waiting for!”  
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Work is expected to take at least six months to complete, after which the NRA Forest Service staff plan to hold an open house for their partners, neighbors, and friends.  For more information contact the Area Ranger, Mount Rogers NRA, 3714 Highway 16, Marion, Virginia, 24354.
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