[image: image1.jpg]








�





Lee Ranger District 


109 Molineu Road


Edinburg, VA 22824


Contact:  James Smalls or Stephanie Bushong 540/984-4101





March 25, 2004





   For Immediate Release





Second Mountain Prescribed Burn





The George Washington and Jefferson National Forests are using prescribed fire to help protect and increase the health of our national Forests.  The Lee Ranger District is planning a 1,000 acre controlled burn in the Massanutten’s Second Mountain area of Page County along Forest Development Road (FDR) 65.  This will be the second time the area is treated with a controlled burn.  This project will take place within the next few weeks as weather and other conditions allow. Though for years Smokey Bear has broadcast the importance of preventing wildfire, the USDA Forest Service has realized that prescribed fire also called controlled fire, plays an integral role in the life and ultimate health of the forest.  Prescribed fire can also help in the suppression efforts of uncontrolled wildfires. 





We expect the Second Mtn Prescribed Burn to create a very large column of smoke, but this should not be cause for alarm.  Secure fire breaks have been established around the burn area, and the Forest Service will have trained personnel and equipment on site during the burn.  In the unlikely event that the fire crosses the control line, there will be adequate resources available to stop it before it threatens any private property.  





People living on roads that access the burn can expect to see increased traffic from Forest Service and cooperator vehicles during the burn.  FDR 65 will be closed to the public during execution of the burn that is expected to take only a few days. Smoke may drift into nearby neighborhoods and may linger during night due to normal downslope winds pushing smoke down mountain slopes and drainages.  Every effort has been taken to burn under conditions favorable for rapid smoke dispersion. 





In years past, the primary mission of the USDA Forest Service was to suppress all forest fires without realizing that fire was a natural process that provided a variety of benefits to the forest community.  Today, because of this suppression philosophy our forests are dying from old age, insect infestation, wind and ice storms.  It is imperative that we re-introduce fire into the forest ecosystem as a change agent. 








-----MORE-----











Second Mtn Prescribed Burn Continued








Prescribed fire is a planned fire conducted under predetermined conditions such as the location and timing of the burn, weather and available personnel.  A prescribed fire enhances habitat for wildlife, reduces accumulation of combustible materials, recycles forest nutrients, minimizes harmful insect population and the spread of disease.  Prescribed fire can also encourage and maintain the growth of native trees and plants best suited to fire adapted ecosystems and removes unwanted species that threaten forest health.  In contrast, an uncontrolled, unplanned wildfire, can cause damage to forest resources and private property.  





Fire management officials emphasize that even though a prescribed fire may be taking place near you, residents must continue to be careful with fire. Prescribed fires are planned, wildfires are not!





For questions regarding the Second Mtn prescribed burn contact the Lee Ranger District at 540/984-4101.











### END ###








