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Hypoxylon cankers are common throughout the
South on oaks and other hardwoods where they
normally occur on stressed hosts (figure 1).
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Figure 1.--Trees stressed

This disease should not be confused with
Hypoxylon canker of aspen, which is caused by
a different fungus. The canker is caused by one
or more species of fungi in the genus
Hypoxylon. Found in the outer-bark areas of
living and healthy trees, the fungus is normally
of little consequence. However, it can severely
injure or kill trees weakened by factors such as
drought, root disease, mechanical injury, log-
ging, or construction activities. These agents of
stress enable the fungus to move into the xylem
and produce cankers on the branches and trunk.
Apparently, the fungus is activated by reduced
moisture in the xylem and bark. Once this low-
moisture threshold is reached, the fungus
quickly spreads. Especially in droughty areas,
Hypoxylon fungi are often closely associated
with tree death. Other fungi found in weakened
trees may also play a role.

In recent years, more oaks have been dying
across the South. In many cases, the affected
trees are victims of oak decline, a complex of











