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Objectives
• Laurel Wilt Working Group

–What is it?
–What’s it accomplished?
–What’s its status?

• Laurel Wilt Website
–Who set it up?
–How to access it?
–What’s on it?
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Laurel Wilt Working Group
•Mission/Structure

– Modeled somewhat after the SOD Task Force
– Operating guidelines, Steering Committee, & 
Sub-committees set up in 2007

– Objectives: 
• Provide a mechanism for communication
• Identify critical issues and research needs
• Consolidate and disseminate technical and 

educational information
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Laurel Wilt Working Group Steering Committee

•Chairperson:  Don Duerr, USDA Forest Service, Forest Health Protection 
• Coordinator:  Scott Cameron, Georgia Forestry Commission (temporary) 

• Science Advisor:  Tom Harrington, Iowa State University 

• Special Advisor:  Bruce Fraedrich, Bartlett Tree Research Laboratories 

Subcommittees:
• Disease Cycle - Chair:  Steve Fraedrich, USDA FS Research

• Monitoring and Survey - Chair:  Bob Rabaglia, USDA, FS, FHP

• Impact (Economic & Ecological) - Chair:  Laurie Reid , SC For. Comm.

• Regulation - Chair:  Wayne Dixon, Division of Plant Industry

• Management - Chair:  James Johnson , Georgia Forestry Commission

• Education/Outreach - Chair:  Bud Mayfield, Division of Forestry 

• Research - Chair: Jim Hanula, USDA, FS, Research
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Laurel Wilt Working Group
• Accomplishments

–Steering Committee meetings/teleconferences/emails
–Endorsed “Opportunities for Reducing the Spread and Impact of LW 

Disease” (10/07)
–Circulated a list of research needs
–Developed, and continues to expand, the Laurel Wilt Website

• Current Status – Lack official authority and funding
–Ad hoc
–Support for the Laurel Wilt Website

• Acknowledge USFS and GA, FL, and SC state forestry 
agencies for great progress with limited resources
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Laurel Wilt Website

• Hosted by the USDA Forest Service, FHP, 
Southern Region

• Content developed by the LWWG members
• 2007 Redbay Symposium presentations provided 
much of the original foundation

• Access
– http://www.fs.fed.us/r8/foresthealth/laurelwilt/index.shtml

– GoogleTM - “laurel wilt”



Web site (technical)
Anthony Elledge
USDA Forest Service
Forest Health Protection 

aelledge@fs.fed.us

Major Contributors
•Don Duerr - Oversight
•2007 Redbay Symposium
•Bud Mayfield
•James Johnson
•Steve Fraedrich
•Jim Hanula
•Scott Cameron
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Laurel Wilt Conference, Savannah, GA, 2/27/2009
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Conclusions
• Laurel Wilt Working Group

– Ad hoc. Committee
– Vehicle for communication
– Support the LW Website

• Laurel Wilt Website
– Excellent resource
– Serves as an important 

communication center
• Post 2009 LWC posters 

and presentations
– Populate the Photo Gallery

• Send your best photos to 
Forestry Images

– Fill in gaps and keep update

• Life after laurel wilt


	Slide Number 1
	Slide Number 2
	Objectives
	Laurel Wilt Working Group
	Slide Number 5
	Laurel Wilt Working Group
	Laurel Wilt Website
	Slide Number 8
	Slide Number 9
	Slide Number 10
	Slide Number 11
	Slide Number 12
	Slide Number 13
	Slide Number 14
	Slide Number 15
	Slide Number 16
	Slide Number 17
	Slide Number 18
	Slide Number 19
	Slide Number 20
	Slide Number 21
	Slide Number 22
	Slide Number 23
	Slide Number 24
	Slide Number 25
	Slide Number 26
	Conclusions

