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Highlights

Parson’sMountain Recreation Areajust south of
Abbevilleishometo an 800-foot summit and amoder-
atdy difficult 4-milelooptrail. You don't haveto climbthe
mountain to enjoy the mostly clay-surfaced Parson’sLake
Trail. Theforest around thisrecreation areaincludes
woodsoverflowing with floweringflorasuch as
sparkelberry, redbud, wild ginger, and dogwood. You can
seemany of these by merdly following theloop around
Parson’sMountain Lake. If you'reup for atougher hike, a
spur branches off at thewesternmost portion of trail, and
youwill climb past Civil War-eragold minesto the summit
of Parson’'sMountain. Themountainisneither terribly high
nor dramatic, but it offerscompelling viewsof the sur-
rounding countryside. Geologistscall thistypeof hill a
"monadnock,” whichisatechnical termfor amound of
hard rock left when al the surrounding land erodes away.
Restroomsand drinking ware areavailable at therecre-
ationarea

Surrounding Area

Abbeville Chamber of Commerceofficefeatures
picturestelling thehistory of Abbevilleor takeasalf-
guided tour of thetown. Fell Hunt Camp and Parson’'s
Mountain Recreation Area, Sumter National Forest.

For Morelnformation

Long Cane Ranger District

820 Buncombe Street

Edgefield, SC 29824

Phone: (803) 637-5396

Fax: (803) 637-5247

Hours: Monday-Friday, 8 a.m.—4:30 p.m.

TheU.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibitsdiscriminationinal itsprograms
and activitieson thebasisof race, color, national origin, sex, religion, age, disability,
politica beliefs, sexua orientation, or marital or family status. (Not all prohibited bases
apply toall programs.) Personswith disabilitieswho requirealternative meansfor
communication of program information (Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.) should
contact USDA'sTARGET Center at (202) 720-2600 (voiceand TDD).

FrancisMarion & Sumter National Forests

Directions. From Abbeville, drive south-
west on SC 72 for approximately 2 miles,
then turnleft (south) onto SC 28. drivefor
approximately 2 milesand turn left onto
Abbeville County S-251. Theentranceto
Parson’sMountain RecreationAreais 1.5
mileson theright. Enter therecreation area
and continueto thetrailhead at the boat
ramp parking area.

Fees: $3/parking. (at Parson’s Mountain
Recreation Area)

Amenities: bench along Parson’sMoun-
tainLakeTrall

Difficulty level: moderately difficult

Length: 4miles

Safety: Keep small children away from
open pit gold mines.

Surface: dirt

Travel time: 3 hours

Tofileacomplaint of discrimination, write USDA, Director, Officeof Civil Rights,
Room 326-W, Whitten Building, 1400 IndependenceAvenue, SW, Washington, D.C.
20250-9410 or call (202) 720-5964 (voiceand TDD). USDA isan equal opportunity
provider and employer.
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