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From: ben@fallingcreek.com


To: comments-southern-francismarion-sumter@fs.fed.us


cc: burch@gon.com


Subject: Save the Upper Chattooga River Comments
Date: 08/18/2008 10:34 PM


The following comments about saving the Upper Chattooga River were submitted via the Georgia Outdoor Network website at 
www.georgiaoutdoornetwork.org 


Name: Ben Williams
E-Mail Address: ben@fallingcreek.com
Address: 506 Foxwood Dr, 
City: Tryon
State: North Carolina
Postal Code: 28784


Comments:
Dear USFS,  
As a avid outdoors lover, I have loved seeing the process which the USFS has gone thru to work on changing a long 
lasting ban on paddling the upper reachs of the chattooga.  I think that the process has been fair on many different 
angles, allowing all parties to comment on the different draft plans, allowing boaters and anglers to have test days 
and all of the many other steps that the public has not seen.  I would encouage you to look at the #4 plan that has 
been layed out and I would ask that you please see that this plan has left out some of the most amazing and remote 
places in the Southeast.  After reviewing all of the plans I think that plan 9 or 10 offer the most balanced and well 
thought out plans to acheive an overall win - win for the many different outdoor users of this area.  Thanks again for 
all of the hard work and time that you and all of your employees have put into to this awesome natural wonder.


Thanks again,


Ben Williams
Tryon, NC
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From: jasonfbenton@gmail.com


To: comments-southern-francismarion-sumter@fs.fed.us


cc: burch@gon.com


Subject: Save the Upper Chattooga River Comments
Date: 08/18/2008 01:50 PM


The following comments about saving the Upper Chattooga River were submitted via the Georgia Outdoor Network website at 
www.georgiaoutdoornetwork.org 


Name: Jason Benton
E-Mail Address: jasonfbenton@gmail.com
Address: 7055 Red Fox Lane, 
City: Cumming
State: Georgia
Postal Code: 30040


Comments:
Dear Sir,


I would like to comment on the recently released Upper Chattooga Environmental Assessment and proposed management plan, 
alternative #4.


It is clear that the Upper Chattooga is under increasing pressure from visitors, and concessions must be made to 
protect all of its "outstanding and remarkable" qualities. I feel, with alternative #4, the Forest Service has not gone 
far enough to protect the Upper Chattooga and has restricted boating without justification.


The Forest Service not only needs to conduct a proper impact study of boating in the Upper Chattooga, it must also 
conduct similar studies on all other user groups. Boating is viewed as the only variable in all management plan 
alternatives. When in fact, there are larger, more impactful user groups that are not considered for limits and/or 
restrictions. It's only with quality impact studies that the Forest Service may equitably reduce the impact of all user 
groups and therefore, protect and restore its natural wonders.


First and foremost, the Forest Service must:


1)  Eliminate all road side parking within 1/4 mile of all bridges.  
Not just create an additional parking area a distance from the bridge.
2)  Permanently close user created trails. A few well "designed" and well used trails could be converted to sanctioned 
Forest Service trails.
3)  Establish a fair and equitable permitting system for all Upper Chattooga users. The data collected will help 
establish future use and limits guidelines.
4)  Close the fish hatchery that is responsible for polluting the East Fork of the Chattooga River.
5)  Stock only native fish in the river.
6)  Restrict or rotate river access to anglers, allowing the stream beds and banks to recuperate from trampling.
7)  Restrict or rotate campsite use, allowing areas to recuperate from over use.
8)  Ban camping within 1/2 mile of all bridges or roads.
9)  Close a couple of bridges and/or roads to create a more remote wilderness corridor.
10)  Complete a true user capacity analysis and impact study for all user groups.
11)  Allow equitable access to all environmentally friendly user groups based on impact studies.
12)  Put the protection and restoration of the environment above all uses and user groups. The "Outstanding and 
Remarkable" quality of the Upper Chattooga is not artificially created fishing, it is the breathtaking wilderness.


Although it is not a perfect plan, I would support implementation of Alternative 8. It fairly and equitably places all 
environmentally friendly user groups on the same footing, while establishing a few extra protections to the 
environment. I would urge the Forest Service to make use of the "adaptive management" approach, in Alternative 8, to 
further protect the environment in the ways I have outlined above.


Thank You
Jason Benton
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From: wcm2@comcast.net


To: comments-southern-francismarion-sumter@fs.fed.us


cc: burch@gon.com


Subject: Save the Upper Chattooga River Comments
Date: 08/17/2008 02:08 PM


The following comments about saving the Upper Chattooga River were submitted via the Georgia Outdoor Network website at 
www.georgiaoutdoornetwork.org 


Name: Bill Maguire
E-Mail Address: wcm2@comcast.net
Address: 635 Summer Grass Lane, 
City: Roswell
State: Georgia
Postal Code: 30075


Comments:
Please keep the current zoning for the river, which allows only foot travel in the river corridor. This zoning has made 
the river a premier destination for hiking, camping and trout fishing. Boater access would absolutely destroy this.


Even the alternative, which would allow limited access for boaters from December through February, would cause 
disruption and problems.


Please keep the river the way it is.
thank you for allowing me to respond.
Regards,
Bill Maguire
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From: kvistads@yahoo.com


To: comments-southern-francismarion-sumter@fs.fed.us


cc: burch@gon.com


Subject: Save the Upper Chattooga River Comments
Date: 08/16/2008 07:57 AM


The following comments about saving the Upper Chattooga River were submitted via the Georgia Outdoor Network website at 
www.georgiaoutdoornetwork.org 


Name: Russell Kvistad
E-Mail Address: kvistads@yahoo.com
Address: 2432 Madison Drive, 
City: Tifton
State: Georgia
Postal Code: 31793


Comments:
Dear U.S. Forest Service:


I am writing this to express my most sincere opposition to the opening of water ways in the upper Chattooga River for 
white water rafting and other non-essential boating activities.  As being an avid trout fisherman for the better part 
of my life (50 years old), and a conservationist for the preservation of the wild, I believe this would have 
devastating effects on the current fishery and its wildlife counterpart.


I would also like to convey to you my ancestry in the Rabun County area.  My family goes all the way back to the first 
White settlements in the area as well as Native Amercan Indian bloodlines.  I'm kin to the Indian War fighter - General 
Edward Coffee.  My Great Grandmother was a Watts and their ties to the Native Indian population is well documented in 
the books; "Sketches of Rabun County History" and "Rabun County and Its People".  Even though I have always lived in 
the extreme opposite end of Georgia (South GA - Tifton), I make regular visits to the area and utilize its vast 
wilderness areas in the way of camping, fishing, hunting and other outdoor activities.  In the best interest of passing 
on a long lived tradition to my only son Raynor S. Kvistad (7 years old), it is pertinent that this as well as all 
wilderness areas be kept from groups who don't give a rip about its wildlife preservation.


Please for the sake of future generations to come, don't give in to these special interest groups who are basically 
tourist and have no intention of the long-term preservation of the wild.  I have seen these groups and how they destroy 
it for others.  Just look at what Ichetucknee Springs, FL and see the mess and influx of commercialization of the local 
area.  The rafting community already has plenty of access on the Chattooga now and they need NO more.  I'm in favor of 
keeping the current regulations in tact and not yielding to opening additional waters for rafting.  Thank you.


Sincerely,
Russell H. Kvistad
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From: jcwizard_2000@yahoo.com


To: comments-southern-francismarion-sumter@fs.fed.us


cc: burch@gon.com


Subject: Save the Upper Chattooga River Comments
Date: 08/15/2008 03:58 PM


The following comments about saving the Upper Chattooga River were submitted via the Georgia Outdoor Network website at 
www.georgiaoutdoornetwork.org 


Name: Joshua Bishop
E-Mail Address: jcwizard_2000@yahoo.com
Address: 73 Marie Court, 
City: Athens
State: Georgia
Postal Code: 30607


Comments:
Please do not allow boating access on the upper chattooga river. Trout in our streams need clear clean water to survive 
and i believe the quality of our streams would greatly be depreciated. I have noticed alot of u.s. forest service 
camping site being closed do to the erosion of soil near our streams which i am completely fine with. I also think that 
you should not allow access for rafting for the same reason. 
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From: rangerwilliams@hotmail.com


To: comments-southern-francismarion-sumter@fs.fed.us


cc: burch@gon.com


Subject: Save the Upper Chattooga River Comments
Date: 08/15/2008 02:15 PM


The following comments about saving the Upper Chattooga River were submitted via the Georgia Outdoor Network website at 
www.georgiaoutdoornetwork.org 


Name: Joseph Williams
E-Mail Address: rangerwilliams@hotmail.com
Address: 403 Clubview Drive, 
City: Moultrie
State: Georgia
Postal Code: 31768


Comments:
Please keep the Chattooga River in a wild and secluded state for our future anglars. This is one of the last wilderness 
rivers in this part of the country.
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From: csaville@windstream.net


To: comments-southern-francismarion-sumter@fs.fed.us


cc: burch@gon.com


Subject: Save the Upper Chattooga River Comments
Date: 08/17/2008 02:20 PM


The following comments about saving the Upper Chattooga River were submitted via the Georgia Outdoor Network website at 
www.georgiaoutdoornetwork.org 


Name: Clifford Saville
E-Mail Address: csaville@windstream.net
Address: 8652 Pea Ridge Rd., 
City: Corneila
State: Georgia
Postal Code: 30531


Comments:
This is the most absurb idea I've heard of and a complete disregard for the sportsmen who spend thousands of dollars. 
This is also a form of discrimination that needs to be considered by the parties involved. I know it takes our tax 
dollars for the government to operate and don't understand how this type of discrimination would be considered. This is 
only a ploy for private industry to be compensated using our tax dollars. My suggestion to the Forest Service is don't 
do it.
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From: rcadenhead@bellsouth.net


To: comments-southern-francismarion-sumter@fs.fed.us


cc: burch@gon.com


Subject: Save the Upper Chattooga River Comments
Date: 08/16/2008 07:59 AM


The following comments about saving the Upper Chattooga River were submitted via the Georgia Outdoor Network website at 
www.georgiaoutdoornetwork.org 


Name: Randy Cadenhead
E-Mail Address: rcadenhead@bellsouth.net
Address: 4683 Mulberry Fields Lane, 
City: Auburn
State: Georgia
Postal Code: 30011


Comments:
Please keep our river from the white water rafters.We have a great river for wildlife.So many people enjoy it the way 
it is.
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From: billp@gmail.com


To: comments-southern-francismarion-sumter@fs.fed.us


cc: burch@gon.com


Subject: Save the Upper Chattooga River Comments
Date: 08/18/2008 02:46 PM


The following comments about saving the Upper Chattooga River were submitted via the Georgia Outdoor Network website at 
www.georgiaoutdoornetwork.org 


Name: W.T. Pennington
E-Mail Address: billp@gmail.com
Address: 101 Tant Street, 
City: Clemson
State: South Carolina
Postal Code: 29631


Comments:
I wish to thank the Forest Service for this opportunity to comment on the Draft EA and preferred alternative. I 
strongly prefer Alternative 8, and would further support the ban of fishing above the 28 bridge. My reasons for the 
latter proposal are listed below:
•       Will limit camping and parking, which are needed to protect and enhance the biophysical riparian resources for 
future generations. 
•       Will enhance water quality by reducing erosion and sedimentation from visitor overuse and abuse – especially 
wading in the riverbed. 
•       Prohibits the removal of large woody debris to accommodate wading. Large woody debris (LWD) has incredible 
ecological importance in river systems. 
•       Provides protection and enhancement of the aesthetic values of the upper Chattooga such as remoteness and 
wildness. 
•       Prevents the need for stocking with invasive non-native species.
•       Prevents in-stream conflict and interference in the Rock Gorge segment, which will protect and actually enhance 
its backcountry values of solitude and remoteness for present and future generations as required by the Wild and Scenic 
Rivers Act: 
•       Prevents in-stream conflict and interference in the popular Delayed Harvest segment, which will preserve 
economic value. Trout anglers will no longer be coming from hundreds of miles away. The savings in gasoline alone is 
worth strong consideration of this proposal.
•       Will enhance the quality of experience for all visitors and protects riparian resources. 
•       Has the proper regard for the rights of others to solitude. 
•       Preserves backcountry values intact for future generations. 
•       Is a compromise that is as fair to all stakeholders as any others proposed.
Thank you,
W.T. Pennington
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From: gasuperjet@yahoo.com


To: comments-southern-francismarion-sumter@fs.fed.us


cc: burch@gon.com


Subject: Save the Upper Chattooga River Comments
Date: 08/15/2008 04:01 PM


The following comments about saving the Upper Chattooga River were submitted via the Georgia Outdoor Network website at 
www.georgiaoutdoornetwork.org 


Name: Paul Ringer
E-Mail Address: gasuperjet@yahoo.com
Address: Rt.3 Box 4425 Mock Spring Rd., 
City: Hawkinsville
State: Georgia
Postal Code: 31036


Comments:
enough already don't ruin another river in ga.the chesteea is ruined along with the chattahochee.please no more.save 
the chattooga the way it is now.boating will only ruin it.
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From: sabercro@hainesgipson.com


To: comments-southern-francismarion-sumter@fs.fed.us


cc: burch@gon.com


Subject: Save the Upper Chattooga River Comments
Date: 08/15/2008 02:15 PM


The following comments about saving the Upper Chattooga River were submitted via the Georgia Outdoor Network website at 
www.georgiaoutdoornetwork.org 


Name: Stoney Abercrombie
E-Mail Address: sabercro@hainesgipson.com
Address: 3070 Cown Road, 
City: Loganville
State: Georgia
Postal Code: 30052


Comments:
please keep the river corridor intact as it has been. if it works now don't mess with it. 
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From: rgb66@internetbackwater.com


To: comments-southern-francismarion-sumter@fs.fed.us


cc: burch@gon.com


Subject: Save the Upper Chattooga River Comments
Date: 08/18/2008 10:53 PM


The following comments about saving the Upper Chattooga River were submitted via the Georgia Outdoor Network website at 
www.georgiaoutdoornetwork.org 


Name: Michael Dodge
E-Mail Address: rgb66@internetbackwater.com
Address: 1235 Averyt Ave, 
City: Columbia
State: South Carolina
Postal Code: 29210


Comments:
Dear Sir,


 
I would like to comment on the recently released Upper Chattooga Environmental Assessment and proposed management plan, 
alternative #4.


 
It is clear that the Upper Chattooga is under increasing pressure from visitors, and concessions must be made to 
protect all of its "outstanding and remarkable" qualities. I feel, with alternative #4, the Forest Service has not gone 
far enough to protect the Upper Chattooga and has restricted boating without justification.


 
The Forest Service not only needs to conduct a proper impact study of boating in the Upper Chattooga, it must also 
conduct similar studies on all other user groups. Boating is viewed as the only variable in all management plan 
alternatives. When in fact, there are larger, more impactful user groups that are not considered for limits and/or 
restrictions. It's only with quality impact studies that the Forest Service may equitably reduce the impact of all user 
groups and therefore, protect and restore its natural wonders.


 
First and foremost, the Forest Service must:


 
1)  Eliminate all road side parking within 1/4 mile of all bridges. Not just create an additional parking area a 
distance from the bridge.
2)  Permanently close user created trails. A few well "designed" and well used trails could be converted to sanctioned 
Forest Service trails.
3)  Establish a fair and equitable permitting system for all Upper Chattooga users. The data collected will help 
establish future use and limits guidelines.
4)  Close the fish hatchery that is responsible for polluting the East Fork of the Chattooga River.
5)  Stock only native fish in the river.
6)  Restrict or rotate river access to anglers, allowing the stream beds and banks to recuperate from trampling.
7)  Restrict or rotate campsite use, allowing areas to recuperate from over use.
8)  Ban camping within 1/2 mile of all bridges or roads.
9)  Close a couple of bridges and/or roads to create a more remote wilderness corridor.
10)  Complete a true user capacity analysis and impact study for all user groups.
11)  Allow equitable access to all environmentally friendly user groups based on impact studies.
12)  Put the protection and restoration of the environment above all uses and user groups. The "Outstanding and 
Remarkable" quality of the Upper Chattooga is not artificially created fishing, it is the breathtaking wilderness.


 
Although it is not a perfect plan, I would support implementation of Alternative 8. It fairly and equitably places all 
environmentally friendly user groups on the same footing, while establishing a few extra protections to the 
environment. I would urge the Forest Service to make use of the "adaptive management" approach, in Alternative 8, to 
further protect the environment in the ways I have outlined above.


 
Thank You


Michael
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From: msalley1@yahoo.com


To: comments-southern-francismarion-sumter@fs.fed.us


cc: burch@gon.com


Subject: Save the Upper Chattooga River Comments
Date: 08/18/2008 02:48 PM


The following comments about saving the Upper Chattooga River were submitted via the Georgia Outdoor Network website at 
www.georgiaoutdoornetwork.org 


Name: Mackay Salley
E-Mail Address: msalley1@yahoo.com
Address: 708 Springdale Dr., 
City: Spartanburg
State: South Carolina
Postal Code: 29302


Comments:
I support alternative 8 referred to as the "adaptive management" approach.  Please allow boaters as well as other user 
groups to use this great natural resource.


thank you,


Mackay Salley
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From: photobug246@sc.rr.com


To: comments-southern-francismarion-sumter@fs.fed.us


cc: burch@gon.com


Subject: Save the Upper Chattooga River Comments
Date: 08/18/2008 10:55 PM


The following comments about saving the Upper Chattooga River were submitted via the Georgia Outdoor Network website at 
www.georgiaoutdoornetwork.org 


Name: Erin Dodge
E-Mail Address: photobug246@sc.rr.com
Address: 39 St Albans Rd, 
City: Irmo
State: South Carolina
Postal Code: 29063


Comments:
Dear Sir,


 
I would like to comment on the recently released Upper Chattooga Environmental Assessment and proposed management plan, 
alternative #4.


 
It is clear that the Upper Chattooga is under increasing pressure from visitors, and concessions must be made to 
protect all of its "outstanding and remarkable" qualities. I feel, with alternative #4, the Forest Service has not gone 
far enough to protect the Upper Chattooga and has restricted boating without justification.


 
The Forest Service not only needs to conduct a proper impact study of boating in the Upper Chattooga, it must also 
conduct similar studies on all other user groups. Boating is viewed as the only variable in all management plan 
alternatives. When in fact, there are larger, more impactful user groups that are not considered for limits and/or 
restrictions. It's only with quality impact studies that the Forest Service may equitably reduce the impact of all user 
groups and therefore, protect and restore its natural wonders.


 
First and foremost, the Forest Service must:


 
1)  Eliminate all road side parking within 1/4 mile of all bridges. Not just create an additional parking area a 
distance from the bridge.
2)  Permanently close user created trails. A few well "designed" and well used trails could be converted to sanctioned 
Forest Service trails.
3)  Establish a fair and equitable permitting system for all Upper Chattooga users. The data collected will help 
establish future use and limits guidelines.
4)  Close the fish hatchery that is responsible for polluting the East Fork of the Chattooga River.
5)  Stock only native fish in the river.
6)  Restrict or rotate river access to anglers, allowing the stream beds and banks to recuperate from trampling.
7)  Restrict or rotate campsite use, allowing areas to recuperate from over use.
8)  Ban camping within 1/2 mile of all bridges or roads.
9)  Close a couple of bridges and/or roads to create a more remote wilderness corridor.
10)  Complete a true user capacity analysis and impact study for all user groups.
11)  Allow equitable access to all environmentally friendly user groups based on impact studies.
12)  Put the protection and restoration of the environment above all uses and user groups. The "Outstanding and 
Remarkable" quality of the Upper Chattooga is not artificially created fishing, it is the breathtaking wilderness.


 
Although it is not a perfect plan, I would support implementation of Alternative 8. It fairly and equitably places all 
environmentally friendly user groups on the same footing, while establishing a few extra protections to the 
environment. I would urge the Forest Service to make use of the "adaptive management" approach, in Alternative 8, to 
further protect the environment in the ways I have outlined above.


 
Thank You


Erin
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From: damj56@charter.net


To: comments-southern-francismarion-sumter@fs.fed.us


cc: burch@gon.com


Subject: Save the Upper Chattooga River Comments
Date: 08/17/2008 02:54 PM


The following comments about saving the Upper Chattooga River were submitted via the Georgia Outdoor Network website at 
www.georgiaoutdoornetwork.org 


Name: Allen Miller
E-Mail Address: damj56@charter.net
Address: 142 Spalding Court, 
City: Athens
State: Georgia
Postal Code: 30605


Comments:
Please not allow boating in the upper reaches of the Chattooga River.   Please perserve this great fishing destination 
for me and my children.


Respectfully, Allen Miller
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From: steven_larson@hotmail.com


To: comments-southern-francismarion-sumter@fs.fed.us


cc: burch@gon.com


Subject: Save the Upper Chattooga River Comments
Date: 08/16/2008 08:06 AM


The following comments about saving the Upper Chattooga River were submitted via the Georgia Outdoor Network website at 
www.georgiaoutdoornetwork.org 


Name: Steve Larson
E-Mail Address: steven_larson@hotmail.com
Address: 1679 Holly Lake Cove, 
City: Snellville
State: Georgia
Postal Code: 30078


Comments:
Thank you for this opportunity to comment on the Draft EA and preferred alternative.  I'm glad you are involving all 
affected and interested parties.


I support alternative (#4) with zoning stipulations to minimize conflict between anglers and boaters, avoiding the 
overuse and user conflicts that have plagued the lower Chattooga for decades.


I support increased fines for violations and repeat offenders. Stiff fines are needed as deterrents.


For those times when boating would be allowed, I support boater self-registration.  An Internet based boating permit 
system that is activated when adequate flow is predicted could provide a suitable permit without a large ongoing 
administrative cost.  The Forrest Service or a contract concessionary should pre-authorize "boatable" days and post 
this information publicly.


This corridor of the Chattooga deserves an on-site, fulltime river manager to protect and preserve this national 
treasure for future generations.
If option #4 is unable to be adopted, then Alternative #3 should be the preferred alternative (no boating) and use the 
freed up funds to restore the upper Chattooga biophysical resources.  Many other recreational alternatives are close 
and available year-round.


For anglers, the upper Chattooga offers a unique fishing experience with the solitude and scenery, as well as the 
quality of the trout fishery, which is not found on other trout rivers in this region.  Please do not allow this area 
of nature to be spoiled with management that favors boating or business interests, rather than natures.
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From: nalle05@yahoo.com


To: comments-southern-francismarion-sumter@fs.fed.us


cc: burch@gon.com


Subject: Save the Upper Chattooga River Comments
Date: 08/15/2008 04:02 PM


The following comments about saving the Upper Chattooga River were submitted via the Georgia Outdoor Network website at 
www.georgiaoutdoornetwork.org 


Name: Charles Nalley
E-Mail Address: nalle05@yahoo.com
Address: 421 Collegiate Dr., 
City: Powder Springs
State: Georgia
Postal Code: 30127


Comments:
I strongly support alternative #4.
Charles Nalley
Powder Springs, GA 30127
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From: bigbuck92@comcast.net


To: comments-southern-francismarion-sumter@fs.fed.us


cc: burch@gon.com


Subject: Save the Upper Chattooga River Comments
Date: 08/15/2008 02:17 PM


The following comments about saving the Upper Chattooga River were submitted via the Georgia Outdoor Network website at 
www.georgiaoutdoornetwork.org 


Name: DAIRL UMPHREY
E-Mail Address: bigbuck92@comcast.net
Address: 168 DEMPSEY RD., 
City: ROME
State: Georgia
Postal Code: 30161


Comments:
I think that if you allow boater access for rafting agencies  to the river it will be changed forever in a negative 
way .This river is so magical with its beauty and the surreal feeling you get just from the peaceful surrondings of the 
outdoors  Please take into consideration what is at stake here please dont allow this to happen Thanks Dairl Umphrey
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From: fredash97@yahoo.com


To: comments-southern-francismarion-sumter@fs.fed.us


cc: burch@gon.com


Subject: Save the Upper Chattooga River Comments
Date: 08/16/2008 08:27 AM


The following comments about saving the Upper Chattooga River were submitted via the Georgia Outdoor Network website at 
www.georgiaoutdoornetwork.org 


Name: Alan Mcdonald
E-Mail Address: fredash97@yahoo.com
Address: 97 Fred Ash Rd., 
City: Dahlonega
State: Georgia
Postal Code: 30533


Comments:
we must do all that we can to save our natural fishig habitat for future fishing and enjoyment of GODS beauty.
Please let all work togeather to preserve this.....
Alan McDonald
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From: stenhammer@alltel.net


To: comments-southern-francismarion-sumter@fs.fed.us


cc: burch@gon.com


Subject: Save the Upper Chattooga River Comments
Date: 08/17/2008 03:54 PM


The following comments about saving the Upper Chattooga River were submitted via the Georgia Outdoor Network website at 
www.georgiaoutdoornetwork.org 


Name: Lee Churchwell
E-Mail Address: stenhammer@alltel.net
Address: 663 Allen Anderson Road, 
City: Cleveland
State: Georgia
Postal Code: 30528


Comments:
RE: Chattooga River Project Comments


Dear Sumter National Forest,


I have reviewed the Environmental Assessment regarding the recreational management of the Chattooga River.  I agree 
with your analysis and your proposal.  Both treat me and my community of river enthusiasts fairly and your proposal 
would meet the interests of the community-at-large.  Please consider the following concerns I have regarding this issue:


Boating bans on the upper Chattooga Cliffs reach and on tributaries will support the natural beauty and viability of 
the area. 
The EA and preferred alternative are equitable or protective of the river.  
The USFS preferred alternative is equitable and acceptable.   


Thank you for considering these comments.  


Sincerely


Lee Churchwell
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From: wheelguner@gmail.com


To: comments-southern-francismarion-sumter@fs.fed.us


cc: burch@gon.com


Subject: Save the Upper Chattooga River Comments
Date: 08/15/2008 04:04 PM


The following comments about saving the Upper Chattooga River were submitted via the Georgia Outdoor Network website at 
www.georgiaoutdoornetwork.org 


Name: James Crow
E-Mail Address: wheelguner@gmail.com
Address: 499 Camp Lake Rd, 
City: Monroe
State: Georgia
Postal Code: 30655


Comments:
I am an avid fisherman as well as a paddler. In my opinion the
Alternative 4: which adds additional winter season (12/1 - 3/1) boating opportunities while continuing to emphasize, 
protect and enhance optimal, year-round, high-quality trout fishing would best serve ALL outdoor sports persons, is the 
better choice.
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From: thlwatki@southernco.com


To: comments-southern-francismarion-sumter@fs.fed.us


cc: burch@gon.com


Subject: Save the Upper Chattooga River Comments
Date: 08/15/2008 02:20 PM


The following comments about saving the Upper Chattooga River were submitted via the Georgia Outdoor Network website at 
www.georgiaoutdoornetwork.org 


Name: Tom Watkins
E-Mail Address: thlwatki@southernco.com
Address: 339 New Haven Church Rd, 
City: Danielsville
State: Georgia
Postal Code: 30633


Comments:
With all the building and paving going on in the State of Georgia  the last thing we need to do is endanger any forest 
left standing.Please show me against openning the upper Chattahoochee to boating traffic.Thanx Tom Watkins
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From: jreiche1@georgiasouthern.edu


To: comments-southern-francismarion-sumter@fs.fed.us


cc: burch@gon.com


Subject: Save the Upper Chattooga River Comments
Date: 08/18/2008 02:50 PM


The following comments about saving the Upper Chattooga River were submitted via the Georgia Outdoor Network website at 
www.georgiaoutdoornetwork.org 


Name: Jacob Reichel
E-Mail Address: jreiche1@georgiasouthern.edu
Address: 2786 Helena Ct, 
City: Co
State: Colorado
Postal Code: 81503


Comments:
I enjoy the angling of the upper chatooga, and i believe rafting companies should not have access to the river at this 
location,  There are not enough waters in georgia, where one can fish for trout to give this one up to a tourist 
attraction.  please preserve the upper chatooga for low env. footprint recreational activities only, such as fishing 
camping and hiking.  I would rather support the alternative solution that has been presented recently.


jacob
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From: nelam@carolina.rr.com


To: comments-southern-francismarion-sumter@fs.fed.us


cc: burch@gon.com


Subject: Save the Upper Chattooga River Comments
Date: 08/18/2008 11:11 PM


The following comments about saving the Upper Chattooga River were submitted via the Georgia Outdoor Network website at 
www.georgiaoutdoornetwork.org 


Name: Neil Elam
E-Mail Address: nelam@carolina.rr.com
Address: 2335 Sharon Lane, 
City: Charlotte
State: North Carolina
Postal Code: 28211


Comments:
Please keep the upper section open for fishing and hiking...limit boat access. 
  cheers...Neil Elam
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From: sldugger@yahoo.com


To: comments-southern-francismarion-sumter@fs.fed.us


cc: burch@gon.com


Subject: Save the Upper Chattooga River Comments
Date: 08/18/2008 03:09 PM


The following comments about saving the Upper Chattooga River were submitted via the Georgia Outdoor Network website at 
www.georgiaoutdoornetwork.org 


Name: Shirleen Dugger
E-Mail Address: sldugger@yahoo.com
Address: 175 Tchefuncte Dr. , 
City: Covington
State: Louisiana
Postal Code: 70433


Comments:
What upsets me most about this controversity is the fractionalism within the American people. God help us if we can't 
all live together and appreciate others interests in our forests.  Fisherman against campers, campers against hikers, 
hikers against kayakers, fisherman against kayakers, isn't this a National Forest for everyone to enjoy.  Why can't 
everyone enjoy our natural beauty.  As long as each group is responsible custodian of our nations lands, everyone 
should be allowed to enjoy them.  
From everything I have read on all the web sites, there is no documentated evidence that any one group has destroyed or 
harmed the forest.  I think everyone should be allowed to enjoy our national forests.  If and when a group acts 
irresponsible, rules can be enacted to protect our forest.
This entire situation has come about by some selfish, irrational individuals who can't see the forest for the trees. 
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From: Chris.Floyd@Cooperindustries.com


To: comments-southern-francismarion-sumter@fs.fed.us


cc: burch@gon.com


Subject: Save the Upper Chattooga River Comments
Date: 08/15/2008 02:21 PM


The following comments about saving the Upper Chattooga River were submitted via the Georgia Outdoor Network website at 
www.georgiaoutdoornetwork.org 


Name: Chris Floyd
E-Mail Address: Chris.Floyd@Cooperindustries.com
Address: 151 Cherokee Farms Drive, 
City: Newnan
State: Georgia
Postal Code: 30263


Comments:
The U.S. Forest Service has presented a preferred management alternative, which would allow limited access for boaters 
from December through February, and it has opened the floor for comment.


This is a good plan. Need to keep disturbance to a minimum; if boaters move in, it won't be too long before they want a 
paved road to the water and a snack shop to visit before they begin their trip.
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From: towns820@yahoo.com


To: comments-southern-francismarion-sumter@fs.fed.us


cc: burch@gon.com


Subject: Save the Upper Chattooga River Comments
Date: 08/18/2008 11:12 PM


The following comments about saving the Upper Chattooga River were submitted via the Georgia Outdoor Network website at 
www.georgiaoutdoornetwork.org 


Name: James Shirley
E-Mail Address: towns820@yahoo.com
Address: 3503 Fodder Creek Rd., 
City: Hiawassee
State: Georgia
Postal Code: 30546


Comments:
I think it would be a discrace to ruin this wonderful place. There are many places of whitewater oppurtunity but few of 
angling oppurtunity. Please put a stop to this and leave it like it is. 
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From: dan-stephens@bellsouth.net


To: comments-southern-francismarion-sumter@fs.fed.us


cc: burch@gon.com


Subject: Save the Upper Chattooga River Comments
Date: 08/17/2008 04:08 PM


The following comments about saving the Upper Chattooga River were submitted via the Georgia Outdoor Network website at 
www.georgiaoutdoornetwork.org 


Name: Dan Stephens
E-Mail Address: dan-stephens@bellsouth.net
Address: 2298 Eastwood Dr., 
City: Snellville
State: Georgia
Postal Code: 30078


Comments:
Save this river from any further human pressure than it has to already endure.
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From: sthompson0775@hotmail.com


To: comments-southern-francismarion-sumter@fs.fed.us


cc: burch@gon.com


Subject: Save the Upper Chattooga River Comments
Date: 08/16/2008 08:43 AM


The following comments about saving the Upper Chattooga River were submitted via the Georgia Outdoor Network website at 
www.georgiaoutdoornetwork.org 


Name: Steve Thompson
E-Mail Address: sthompson0775@hotmail.com
Address: 100 Anzio Drive, 
City: Eatonton
State: Georgia
Postal Code: 31024


Comments:
We do not approve of this further use of rafting in this area of the river.
 THese areas need to be preserved for wild life and fish and those people who want to observe and use it as is and 
never to be disturbed
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From: smokey63@cstel.net


To: comments-southern-francismarion-sumter@fs.fed.us


cc: burch@gon.com


Subject: Save the Upper Chattooga River Comments
Date: 08/15/2008 04:04 PM


The following comments about saving the Upper Chattooga River were submitted via the Georgia Outdoor Network website at 
www.georgiaoutdoornetwork.org 


Name: Jerry Thomas
E-Mail Address: smokey63@cstel.net
Address: 208 Rosewood St., 
City: Hawkinsville
State: Georgia
Postal Code: 31036


Comments:
Hi, please keep the upper chattooga river as it is now to preserve it. we don't need boats on the upper river.
Thanks.
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From: jhoffa1976@hotmail.com


To: comments-southern-francismarion-sumter@fs.fed.us


cc: burch@gon.com


Subject: Save the Upper Chattooga River Comments
Date: 08/17/2008 06:02 PM


The following comments about saving the Upper Chattooga River were submitted via the Georgia Outdoor Network website at 
www.georgiaoutdoornetwork.org 


Name: Jimmy Hansen
E-Mail Address: jhoffa1976@hotmail.com
Address: 901 West Main Street, 
City: Thomaston
State: Georgia
Postal Code: 30286


Comments:
Don't let them ruin the great trout fishing.
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From: sldugger@yahoo.com


To: comments-southern-francismarion-sumter@fs.fed.us


cc: burch@gon.com


Subject: Save the Upper Chattooga River Comments
Date: 08/18/2008 03:09 PM


The following comments about saving the Upper Chattooga River were submitted via the Georgia Outdoor Network website at 
www.georgiaoutdoornetwork.org 


Name: Shirleen Dugger
E-Mail Address: sldugger@yahoo.com
Address: 175 Tchefuncte Dr. , 
City: Covington
State: Louisiana
Postal Code: 70433


Comments:
What upsets me most about this controversity is the fractionalism within the American people. God help us if we can't 
all live together and appreciate others interests in our forests.  Fisherman against campers, campers against hikers, 
hikers against kayakers, fisherman against kayakers, isn't this a National Forest for everyone to enjoy.  Why can't 
everyone enjoy our natural beauty.  As long as each group is responsible custodian of our nations lands, everyone 
should be allowed to enjoy them.  
From everything I have read on all the web sites, there is no documentated evidence that any one group has destroyed or 
harmed the forest.  I think everyone should be allowed to enjoy our national forests.  If and when a group acts 
irresponsible, rules can be enacted to protect our forest.
This entire situation has come about by some selfish, irrational individuals who can't see the forest for the trees. 
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From: blane@dayschevrolet.com


To: comments-southern-francismarion-sumter@fs.fed.us


cc: burch@gon.com


Subject: Save the Upper Chattooga River Comments
Date: 08/15/2008 02:24 PM


The following comments about saving the Upper Chattooga River were submitted via the Georgia Outdoor Network website at 
www.georgiaoutdoornetwork.org 


Name: Brian Lane
E-Mail Address: blane@dayschevrolet.com
Address: 1181 Fords Lake Place, 
City: Acworth
State: Georgia
Postal Code: 30101


Comments:
I do not have the chance to fish the river as often as I would like but  it is nice to know that when I do have time I 
can go to a beautiful,peaceful place to relax and fish. I hope you give a great deal of thought to what you do becase I 
would like for my young kids to have the same oportunity that I have when they get older.
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From: wayak123@hotmail.com


To: comments-southern-francismarion-sumter@fs.fed.us


cc: burch@gon.com


Subject: Save the Upper Chattooga River Comments
Date: 08/15/2008 04:08 PM


The following comments about saving the Upper Chattooga River were submitted via the Georgia Outdoor Network website at 
www.georgiaoutdoornetwork.org 


Name: Luke  Garland
E-Mail Address: wayak123@hotmail.com
Address: 565 Emily Place, 
City: Macon
State: Georgia
Postal Code: 31204


Comments:
I think that boaters should have access to the upper Chattooga.  This is a whitewater gem that has been off limits to 
boaters for way to long.  When the stream is to high for fishing it is just right for boating.  I don't think there 
will be any of this conflict that the anglers are so adamant about.  Open it up to boaters.
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From: GWOJIM@WINDSTREAM.COM


To: comments-southern-francismarion-sumter@fs.fed.us


cc: burch@gon.com


Subject: Save the Upper Chattooga River Comments
Date: 08/16/2008 08:58 AM


The following comments about saving the Upper Chattooga River were submitted via the Georgia Outdoor Network website at 
www.georgiaoutdoornetwork.org 


Name: James Bennett
E-Mail Address: GWOJIM@WINDSTREAM.COM
Address: 120 North Main Street, 
City: Sylvania
State: Georgia
Postal Code: 30467


Comments:
keep the boats out...love the trout fishing.



mailto:GWOJIM@WINDSTREAM.COM

mailto:comments-southern-francismarion-sumter@fs.fed.us

mailto:burch@gon.com






From: matthew_thomas_west@yahoo.com


To: comments-southern-francismarion-sumter@fs.fed.us


cc: burch@gon.com


Subject: Save the Upper Chattooga River Comments
Date: 08/18/2008 11:16 PM


The following comments about saving the Upper Chattooga River were submitted via the Georgia Outdoor Network website at 
www.georgiaoutdoornetwork.org 


Name: Matt West
E-Mail Address: matthew_thomas_west@yahoo.com
Address: 500 West Main St , 
City: Walhalla
State: South Carolina
Postal Code: 29691


Comments:
U.S. Forest Service


Chattooga River Project


4931 Broad River Road


Columbia, SC 29212.


comments-southern-francismarion-sumter@fs.fed.us


 


August 18 2008


 


RE: Chattooga River Project Comments


 


Dear Sumter National Forest,


I have reviewed the Environmental Assessment regarding the recreational management of the Chattooga River.  I disagree 
with your analysis and your proposal.  Both treat me and my community of river enthusiasts unfairly and your proposal 
would not meet my interests.  Please consider the following concerns I have regarding this issue:


 


The USFS has spent thirteen years searching for a reason to limit paddling on the Chattooga and has found none.  It is 
time to open the river to boating. 
The EA is not a user capacity analysis and does not reference one.  The AW appeal decision required a user capacity 
analysis.  Where is it? 
No alternative is acceptable because they all include boating bans on the upper Chattooga Cliffs reach and on 
tributaries – without any justification. 
The EA and preferred alternative are not equitable or protective of the river because they considers boating to be the 
only management variable, while other larger more impactful uses are not seriously considered for limits.  
The USFS preferred alternative includes a total ban on 2/3 of the upper river, a ban on tributary boating, and allows 
only 0-6 days of limited boating on the remaining reach – while allowing all other wilderness conforming existing uses 
in unlimited numbers..  This is not equitable and not acceptable!   
The EA offers no basis for the boating bans and limits 
The EA lacks a full range of alternatives 
The EA is no better or different than the last one, is at least a year late and has wasted millions in tax payer money 
The USFS hired qualified consultants and then ignored their input 
The 450 CFS average daily flow trigger in the preferred alternative is a flawed measure that should be eliminated from 
any considerations. There is no way a paddler can know this number and will be an administrative burden for the agency. 
Paddlers prefer an alternative similar to Alternative 8 that 1) fully allows boating on the entire Chattooga River 
below Grimshawes Bridge, 2) allows paddling on tributaries, 3) includes encounter standards based on a real user 
capacity analysis, 4) will equitably limit total use only when encounter standards are consistently exceeded, and 5) 
will do so using all available indirect measures first. 
The public should have the right to float on public Wild and Scenic Rivers regardless of who owns the land along the 
river. 
All aspects of the “Outstanding Remarkable Values” of Wild and Scenic Rivers should be protected on the entire river, 
not just in some areas. 


  


Thank you for considering these comments.  Please consider conducting a real user capacity analysis and immediately 
allowing boating in the same numbers, places, and seasons that you allow existing users.  Paddling should be allowed in 
a similar manner to your alternative number 8, except on the entire Upper Chattooga River and its tributaries.
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Thank you for considering these comments,


 


Sincerely


 


Matt West
500 West Main St
Walhalla SC 29691








From: jlnew@bellsouth.net


To: comments-southern-francismarion-sumter@fs.fed.us


cc: burch@gon.com


Subject: Save the Upper Chattooga River Comments
Date: 08/17/2008 06:23 PM


The following comments about saving the Upper Chattooga River were submitted via the Georgia Outdoor Network website at 
www.georgiaoutdoornetwork.org 


Name: A.J. Newman
E-Mail Address: jlnew@bellsouth.net
Address: 5390 Franklin Goldmine Rd, 
City: Cumming
State: Georgia
Postal Code: 30028


Comments:
I don't think boaters of any kind should be allowed on the upper Chatooga or any of our rivers unless they are charged 
the same kinds of fees that hunters and fisherman are subject to i.e.: some kind of WMA stamp, and a boating use stamp 
equal to the price of a trout stamp and some kind of general state use stamp similar to a hunting license. I am sick 
and tired of paying for everyone else's use of our natural resources!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!
 That goes for hikers and bikers and horse riders too!!!!!!!!!!!! 
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From: kendebrid@alltel.net


To: comments-southern-francismarion-sumter@fs.fed.us


cc: burch@gon.com


Subject: Save the Upper Chattooga River Comments
Date: 08/18/2008 11:20 PM


The following comments about saving the Upper Chattooga River were submitted via the Georgia Outdoor Network website at 
www.georgiaoutdoornetwork.org 


Name: Ken Riddleberger
E-Mail Address: kendebrid@alltel.net
Address: 142 Nora Court, 
City: Jefferson
State: Georgia
Postal Code: 30549


Comments:
I am personally opposed to the changes in the alternative that allows more boating on the Chattooga River.  The current 
allotment of the river is equitable for everyone, and is representative of the users of the river.  Fishing and 
kayaking are not compatible given the reason anglers go to this river.  In the current alternative, kayakers would be 
the only one getting more.  Anglers get much less.  Do not change the river.  Thanks.
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From: lisk1@bellsouth.net


To: comments-southern-francismarion-sumter@fs.fed.us


cc: burch@gon.com


Subject: Save the Upper Chattooga River Comments
Date: 08/16/2008 09:10 AM


The following comments about saving the Upper Chattooga River were submitted via the Georgia Outdoor Network website at 
www.georgiaoutdoornetwork.org 


Name: SCOTT LISK
E-Mail Address: lisk1@bellsouth.net
Address: 2442 DOUBLETREE DR NW, 
City: ACWORTH
State: Georgia
Postal Code: 30102


Comments:
stay the course on the upper Chattooga river. please enact Alternative #1 to maintain current management policies for 
this stretch of river. preserve the beauty for those who are willing to put forth a little extra effort to get there. 
convenience will result in abuse. any level of boating traffic would spell certain ruination for this pristine 
watershed.
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From: bfree@cherokeega.com


To: comments-southern-francismarion-sumter@fs.fed.us


cc: burch@gon.com


Subject: Save the Upper Chattooga River Comments
Date: 08/15/2008 04:11 PM


The following comments about saving the Upper Chattooga River were submitted via the Georgia Outdoor Network website at 
www.georgiaoutdoornetwork.org 


Name: Bobby Free
E-Mail Address: bfree@cherokeega.com
Address: 1670 Mountain Trace, 
City: Canton
State: Georgia
Postal Code: 30114


Comments:
A shared access is the only viable solution.  Boaters don't own this river and it must be shared by all.  If the 
boaters don't like it they can float ON ON and ON.
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From: jehobbs82@hotmail.com


To: comments-southern-francismarion-sumter@fs.fed.us


cc: burch@gon.com


Subject: Save the Upper Chattooga River Comments
Date: 08/15/2008 02:27 PM


The following comments about saving the Upper Chattooga River were submitted via the Georgia Outdoor Network website at 
www.georgiaoutdoornetwork.org 


Name: James Hobbs
E-Mail Address: jehobbs82@hotmail.com
Address: 139 Huntington Dr., 
City: LaGrange
State: Georgia
Postal Code: 30240


Comments:
I fully support kayaking in the upper Chattooga.  Boating and kayaking coexist on most rivers.  Trout are a non-native 
species and putting them into the stream creates its own set of problems.  Fishermen do not own the stream and should 
have the same rights of kayakers. 
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From: bertspooner@yahoo.com


To: comments-southern-francismarion-sumter@fs.fed.us


cc: burch@gon.com


Subject: Save the Upper Chattooga River Comments
Date: 08/18/2008 03:11 PM


The following comments about saving the Upper Chattooga River were submitted via the Georgia Outdoor Network website at 
www.georgiaoutdoornetwork.org 


Name: Bert  Spooner
E-Mail Address: bertspooner@yahoo.com
Address: 535 Sandstone Dr., 
City: Athens
State: Georgia
Postal Code: 30605


Comments:
I love trout fishing and canoing but opening this stretch of water for boating is not a good idea . We as georgians 
already have plenty of great places to boat but as the drought continues less places to trout fish .
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From: tomcatt@bellsouth.net


To: comments-southern-francismarion-sumter@fs.fed.us


cc: burch@gon.com


Subject: Save the Upper Chattooga River Comments
Date: 08/17/2008 06:24 PM


The following comments about saving the Upper Chattooga River were submitted via the Georgia Outdoor Network website at 
www.georgiaoutdoornetwork.org 


Name: Tom Winn
E-Mail Address: tomcatt@bellsouth.net
Address: 752 Hope St., 
City: Ormond Beach
State: Florida
Postal Code: 32174


Comments:
We Have lost enough of our unspoiled places to hunt and fish We do not need to open our rivers and woods to money 
making organizations that only want to use them to enhance their own agendas. We sportsmen spend our money supporting 
our wilderness areas. Enough is enough.
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From: senior82@bellsouth.net


To: comments-southern-francismarion-sumter@fs.fed.us


cc: burch@gon.com


Subject: Save the Upper Chattooga River Comments
Date: 08/16/2008 09:11 AM


The following comments about saving the Upper Chattooga River were submitted via the Georgia Outdoor Network website at 
www.georgiaoutdoornetwork.org 


Name: Christopher Williams
E-Mail Address: senior82@bellsouth.net
Address: 332-b Nancy Street, 
City: Winder
State: Georgia
Postal Code: 30680


Comments:
i think boaters should not be allowed in the river due to the disturbance of the trout. i am an avid trout isherman and 
nothing upsets me more than when a tuber comes down the river where in am fishing. it just messes up everything
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From: bacardi_bandito@yahoo.com


To: comments-southern-francismarion-sumter@fs.fed.us


cc: burch@gon.com


Subject: Save the Upper Chattooga River Comments
Date: 08/18/2008 03:11 PM


The following comments about saving the Upper Chattooga River were submitted via the Georgia Outdoor Network website at 
www.georgiaoutdoornetwork.org 


Name: Bian Hayes
E-Mail Address: bacardi_bandito@yahoo.com
Address: 123 Main St, 
City: Cookeville, Tn
State: Tennessee
Postal Code: 38501


Comments:
I thoroughly support boating on the Upper Chattooga River! I would like to see boating on that stretch of river year 
around. I fish and kayak and the river is for all to us.
Please support Option 8!!!!
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From: SNKWEAVER@EARTHLINK.NET


To: comments-southern-francismarion-sumter@fs.fed.us


cc: burch@gon.com


Subject: Save the Upper Chattooga River Comments
Date: 08/15/2008 04:19 PM


The following comments about saving the Upper Chattooga River were submitted via the Georgia Outdoor Network website at 
www.georgiaoutdoornetwork.org 


Name: SCOTT WEAVER
E-Mail Address: SNKWEAVER@EARTHLINK.NET
Address: 3352 SUMMIT CREEK LANE, 
City: LOGANVILLE
State: Georgia
Postal Code: 30052


Comments:
MAKE NO CHANGES REGARDING BOATS IN THE UPPER CHATTOOGA RIVER.
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From: ajjoslin@yahoo.com


To: comments-southern-francismarion-sumter@fs.fed.us


cc: burch@gon.com


Subject: Save the Upper Chattooga River Comments
Date: 08/18/2008 11:59 PM


The following comments about saving the Upper Chattooga River were submitted via the Georgia Outdoor Network website at 
www.georgiaoutdoornetwork.org 


Name: Adam Joslin
E-Mail Address: ajjoslin@yahoo.com
Address: 19 Lindsey Terrace , 
City: Rome
State: Georgia
Postal Code: 30165


Comments:
I support Alternative 8. I believe that boaters and fishermen share a love for the outdoors and know the importance of 
protecting wild and beautiful places. I have kayaked for about 8 years and (as well the people I paddle with) try to 
leave the river better than we found it. We do pick up trash as we find it. Please consider Alternative 8 to allow 
boating on the upper Chattooga.
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From: pch1381@netscape.net


To: comments-southern-francismarion-sumter@fs.fed.us


cc: burch@gon.com


Subject: Save the Upper Chattooga River Comments
Date: 08/15/2008 02:28 PM


The following comments about saving the Upper Chattooga River were submitted via the Georgia Outdoor Network website at 
www.georgiaoutdoornetwork.org 


Name: Larry Adams
E-Mail Address: pch1381@netscape.net
Address: 4940hwy145, 
City: Carnesville
State: Georgia
Postal Code: 30521


Comments:
Forest Service Directors


I have  just read that the upper Chattooga river might be opened to boaters. I feel strongly that the upper portion of 
the river should remain open only to foot traffic as it is now.


Thank for your consideration,


Larry Adams
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From: bakerj10@msn.com


To: comments-southern-francismarion-sumter@fs.fed.us


cc: burch@gon.com


Subject: Save the Upper Chattooga River Comments
Date: 08/18/2008 03:21 PM


The following comments about saving the Upper Chattooga River were submitted via the Georgia Outdoor Network website at 
www.georgiaoutdoornetwork.org 


Name: Jack  Baker, U. Jr.
E-Mail Address: bakerj10@msn.com
Address: 5241 Woodland Road, 
City: Grovetown
State: Georgia
Postal Code: 30813


Comments:
I am a Network member and I don't think we need whitewater rafting to interrupt the breeding season of most wildlife on 
the river. I support Alternative No. 4.
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From: ridgerunnerea@yahoo.com


To: comments-southern-francismarion-sumter@fs.fed.us


cc: burch@gon.com


Subject: Save the Upper Chattooga River Comments
Date: 08/17/2008 07:15 PM


The following comments about saving the Upper Chattooga River were submitted via the Georgia Outdoor Network website at 
www.georgiaoutdoornetwork.org 


Name: George Martin Wallace
E-Mail Address: ridgerunnerea@yahoo.com
Address: 30436 Calle Lane, 
City: Wesley Chapel
State: Florida
Postal Code: 33543


Comments:
I think they should limit boat traffic in trout waters. I think that whitewater boating would damage the structure and 
the habitat of this area. 
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From: senior82@bellsouth.net


To: comments-southern-francismarion-sumter@fs.fed.us


cc: burch@gon.com


Subject: Save the Upper Chattooga River Comments
Date: 08/16/2008 09:11 AM


The following comments about saving the Upper Chattooga River were submitted via the Georgia Outdoor Network website at 
www.georgiaoutdoornetwork.org 


Name: Christopher Williams
E-Mail Address: senior82@bellsouth.net
Address: 332-b Nancy Street, 
City: Winder
State: Georgia
Postal Code: 30680


Comments:
i think boaters should not be allowed in the river due to the disturbance of the trout. i am an avid trout isherman and 
nothing upsets me more than when a tuber comes down the river where in am fishing. it just messes up everything
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From: pdl@landrumsupply.com


To: comments-southern-francismarion-sumter@fs.fed.us


cc: burch@gon.com


Subject: Save the Upper Chattooga River Comments
Date: 08/15/2008 04:23 PM


The following comments about saving the Upper Chattooga River were submitted via the Georgia Outdoor Network website at 
www.georgiaoutdoornetwork.org 


Name: Peter  Landrum
E-Mail Address: pdl@landrumsupply.com
Address: 687 Whitewood Way, 
City: North Augusta
State: South Carolina
Postal Code: 29860


Comments:
I do not support the effort to rezone the upper Chattooga River in order to allow boaters to have access to the river. 
I would like the zoning to remain as is.  Allowing boaters access to the river would ruin the wild and secluded feel of 
the river while degrading stream quality and trout angling opportunities. 
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From: joepurcell@mindspring.com


To: comments-southern-francismarion-sumter@fs.fed.us


cc: burch@gon.com


Subject: Save the Upper Chattooga River Comments
Date: 08/15/2008 02:29 PM


The following comments about saving the Upper Chattooga River were submitted via the Georgia Outdoor Network website at 
www.georgiaoutdoornetwork.org 


Name: Joseph Purcell
E-Mail Address: joepurcell@mindspring.com
Address: 1448 High Haven Court, 
City: Atlanta
State: Georgia
Postal Code: 30329


Comments:
To preserve the pristine nature of the upper Chattooga river, I believe it should continue to be foot access only.
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From: fitness001@gmail.com


To: comments-southern-francismarion-sumter@fs.fed.us


cc: burch@gon.com


Subject: Save the Upper Chattooga River Comments
Date: 08/18/2008 03:41 PM


The following comments about saving the Upper Chattooga River were submitted via the Georgia Outdoor Network website at 
www.georgiaoutdoornetwork.org 


Name: Tammi Hill
E-Mail Address: fitness001@gmail.com
Address: 2158 Cumberland Parkway, 6401
City: Atlanta
State: Georgia
Postal Code: 30339


Comments:
I support Alternative #8.  It is clear that the Upper Chattooga is under increasing pressure from visitors, and 
concessions must be made to protect all of iits "outstanding and remarkable" qualities. I feel, with alternative #4, 
the Forest Service has not gone far enough to protect the Upper Chattooga and has restricted boating without 
justification.The Forest Service not only needs to conduct a proper impact study of boating in the Upper Chattooga, it 
must also conduct similar studies on all other user groups. Boating is viewed as the only variable in all management 
plan alternatives. When in fact, there are larger, more impactful user groups that are not considered for limits and/or 
restrictions. It's only with quality impact studies that the Forest Service may equitably reduce the impact of all user 
groups and therefore, protect and restore its natural wonders.


At the very least, I would like to see the Forest Service permanently close user created trails, stock only native fish 
in the river, restrict or rotate river access to anglers to allow the stream beds and banks to recuperate, and restrict 
or rotate campsite use, allowing these areas to recuperate from overuse as well.  The protection and restoration of the 
environment should be put above all uses and user groups. The "Outstanding and Remarkable" quality of the Upper 
Chattooga is not artificially created fishing, it is the breathtaking wilderness.


Thank you!
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From: mlbayles@yahoo.com


To: comments-southern-francismarion-sumter@fs.fed.us


cc: burch@gon.com


Subject: Save the Upper Chattooga River Comments
Date: 08/17/2008 07:35 PM


The following comments about saving the Upper Chattooga River were submitted via the Georgia Outdoor Network website at 
www.georgiaoutdoornetwork.org 


Name: Mark Bayles
E-Mail Address: mlbayles@yahoo.com
Address: 3066 Friendship Rd, 
City: Buford
State: Georgia
Postal Code: 30519


Comments:
I would like to see the upper Chattooga River stay as it is. Thanks for all that you do .
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From: lamard@nase.org


To: comments-southern-francismarion-sumter@fs.fed.us


cc: burch@gon.com


Subject: Save the Upper Chattooga River Comments
Date: 08/16/2008 09:29 AM


The following comments about saving the Upper Chattooga River were submitted via the Georgia Outdoor Network website at 
www.georgiaoutdoornetwork.org 


Name: Lamar Davis
E-Mail Address: lamard@nase.org
Address: 3186 Clairwood Terr, 
City: Chamblee
State: Georgia
Postal Code: 30341


Comments:
Re:  the upper chatooga river.  I support Alternative #4.  There are few true wild places in north GA.  Let's keep this 
one.


Lamar
Chamblee
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From: chambersbd@windstream.net


To: comments-southern-francismarion-sumter@fs.fed.us


cc: burch@gon.com


Subject: Save the Upper Chattooga River Comments
Date: 08/15/2008 04:24 PM


The following comments about saving the Upper Chattooga River were submitted via the Georgia Outdoor Network website at 
www.georgiaoutdoornetwork.org 


Name: Brian Chambers
E-Mail Address: chambersbd@windstream.net
Address: 394 Bethel Road Sautee, Ga 30571, 
City: Sautee
State: Georgia
Postal Code: 30571


Comments:
pink , green, yellow tubes, just go to helen georgia you cant even fish there any more!


its too nice to do this just leave it be!
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From: johndownie@charter.net


To: comments-southern-francismarion-sumter@fs.fed.us


cc: burch@gon.com


Subject: Save the Upper Chattooga River Comments
Date: 08/15/2008 02:30 PM


The following comments about saving the Upper Chattooga River were submitted via the Georgia Outdoor Network website at 
www.georgiaoutdoornetwork.org 


Name: John Downie
E-Mail Address: johndownie@charter.net
Address: PO Box 274, 
City: Bogart
State: Georgia
Postal Code: 30622


Comments:
I believe allowing the easy access and commercial access if allowed will have a definate negative effect on an area 
that should be kept as intact and undisturbed as possible. There are many other places that are more suitable or 
already in existance where boaters could take advantage of the thrill of whitewater rafting. The essence of whitewater 
rafting is for the thrill and they are not concerned with maintaining the quality of the river or wildlife. Please do 
not allow this easy access to the water for this purpose and let's maintain the river as a natural and wild area. 
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From: paris3038@msn.com


To: comments-southern-francismarion-sumter@fs.fed.us


cc: burch@gon.com


Subject: Save the Upper Chattooga River Comments
Date: 08/15/2008 02:31 PM


The following comments about saving the Upper Chattooga River were submitted via the Georgia Outdoor Network website at 
www.georgiaoutdoornetwork.org 


Name: Alfred Lee
E-Mail Address: paris3038@msn.com
Address: 856 Handy Rd, 
City: Hiram
State: Georgia
Postal Code: 30141


Comments:
please protect Chattooga River from boating
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From: conard@musc.edu


To: comments-southern-francismarion-sumter@fs.fed.us


cc: burch@gon.com


Subject: Save the Upper Chattooga River Comments
Date: 08/18/2008 03:41 PM


The following comments about saving the Upper Chattooga River were submitted via the Georgia Outdoor Network website at 
www.georgiaoutdoornetwork.org 


Name: Mark Conard
E-Mail Address: conard@musc.edu
Address: 1545 Ashley River Rd, N
City: Charleston
State: South Carolina
Postal Code: 29407


Comments:
There are plenty of places already to whitewater raft, tube, etc. It would be a shame to ruin a section of river 
preserved for wildlife just so people can float down it. It is up to people to preserve God's natural creation which is 
rapidly declining. Just ask which is better: Ruining a habitat for wildlife for a 30 minute ride, or preserving an 
area's natural state for every day and going somewhere else to float??
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From: bossmoore@bellsouth.net


To: comments-southern-francismarion-sumter@fs.fed.us


cc: burch@gon.com


Subject: Save the Upper Chattooga River Comments
Date: 08/17/2008 08:45 PM


The following comments about saving the Upper Chattooga River were submitted via the Georgia Outdoor Network website at 
www.georgiaoutdoornetwork.org 


Name: Bill  Moore
E-Mail Address: bossmoore@bellsouth.net
Address: 303 Lismore Ter, 
City: Woodstock
State: Georgia
Postal Code: 30189


Comments:
We are loosing so much of our natural rivers, woods and land to commercial use and modernization, please don't include 
this river as one of its victims. I support business and new ideas, but this rivers beauty and the experience 
opportunity should not be marred because of the love of money. There are other ways and other rivers that are already 
zone commercial, again please don't add this one to the list.


Thanks
Bill
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From: broome@windsteam.net


To: comments-southern-francismarion-sumter@fs.fed.us


cc: burch@gon.com


Subject: Save the Upper Chattooga River Comments
Date: 08/16/2008 09:47 AM


The following comments about saving the Upper Chattooga River were submitted via the Georgia Outdoor Network website at 
www.georgiaoutdoornetwork.org 


Name: Daryl Broome
E-Mail Address: broome@windsteam.net
Address: 1066 Creasy Patch Rd., 
City: Cornelia
State: Georgia
Postal Code: 30531


Comments:
This is all we need.This is the type of people that has caused me to feel unwelcome at the northern part of Lainer. I'm 
out trying to enjoy the sounds of nature and the great outdoors now all you hear is coaches screaming in a loud 
speaker. If this happens,You can count on the same type of noise pollution you have to put up with at Clark's Bridge 
Park due to some type of boating organization. Lets keep nature. Nature!!!!
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From: ldthorn@bellsouth.net


To: comments-southern-francismarion-sumter@fs.fed.us


cc: burch@gon.com


Subject: Save the Upper Chattooga River Comments
Date: 08/15/2008 04:26 PM


The following comments about saving the Upper Chattooga River were submitted via the Georgia Outdoor Network website at 
www.georgiaoutdoornetwork.org 


Name: Lanny Thornton
E-Mail Address: ldthorn@bellsouth.net
Address: 3835 Catalina Drive, 
City: Marietta
State: Georgia
Postal Code: 30066-2813


Comments:
I want to make my opinion known regarding the proposed opening  of the upper Chattahoochee River in North Georgia to 
whitewater boaters.  I am completely opposed to this proposal in any form.  This is a pristine river area that needs to 
be preserved for it's current use by fishermen, hikers and campers on foot only.  Opening up this section of the river 
to whitewater boaters will, in my opinion, seriously degrade the fishery, not to mention the wild beauty of this 
wonderful river corridor.  Even opening it on a limited basis, during certain parts of the year will have a negative 
impact on this area and I am totally opposed to that as well.


Please, let us preserve this area and it's beauty and continue to limit the use of the upper Chattahoochee River 
corridor to foot traffic only.  It is in the best interest of the area, the fishery, the wildlife, and the people who 
love and utilize this area.
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From: Countrymule2000@yahoo.com


To: comments-southern-francismarion-sumter@fs.fed.us


cc: burch@gon.com


Subject: Save the Upper Chattooga River Comments
Date: 08/16/2008 10:06 AM


The following comments about saving the Upper Chattooga River were submitted via the Georgia Outdoor Network website at 
www.georgiaoutdoornetwork.org 


Name: STEVEN  A ROBB
E-Mail Address: Countrymule2000@yahoo.com
Address: 439 JERICO DR., 
City: MIDWAY
State: Georgia
Postal Code: 31320


Comments:
Please do not interupt the quality of fishing and nature in this great area . I belive there are plenty of other places 
to play with their toys.  THANK YOU STEVE
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From: wmmking@alltel.net


To: comments-southern-francismarion-sumter@fs.fed.us


cc: burch@gon.com


Subject: Save the Upper Chattooga River Comments
Date: 08/17/2008 09:01 PM


The following comments about saving the Upper Chattooga River were submitted via the Georgia Outdoor Network website at 
www.georgiaoutdoornetwork.org 


Name: William King
E-Mail Address: wmmking@alltel.net
Address: 1468 Goat Neck Rd, 
City: Cleveland
State: Georgia
Postal Code: 30528


Comments:
Please do not allow boating access on the upper Chattooga River.


William King
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From: smithtrailers@comcast.net


To: comments-southern-francismarion-sumter@fs.fed.us


cc: burch@gon.com


Subject: Save the Upper Chattooga River Comments
Date: 08/15/2008 04:28 PM


The following comments about saving the Upper Chattooga River were submitted via the Georgia Outdoor Network website at 
www.georgiaoutdoornetwork.org 


Name: Al Smith
E-Mail Address: smithtrailers@comcast.net
Address: 3296 Wilderness Drive, 
City: Powder Springs
State: Georgia
Postal Code: 30127


Comments:
Please do not allow one of the only remaining natural sections of nature in the Metro Atlanta area to be destroyed in 
the name of profit.  There are many rivers and lakes in the area openly available to outfitters and funseekers alike!  
Why destroy this rare and beautiful piece of nature habitat?  What about 10 to 20 years from now when the fads fades 
and the long gone habitat is just a memory.  It amases people when I tell them that trout fishing is excellent in 
Atlanta.  Let's work to preserve this beautiful asset!    
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From: soupmech@aol.com


To: comments-southern-francismarion-sumter@fs.fed.us


cc: burch@gon.com


Subject: Save the Upper Chattooga River Comments
Date: 08/18/2008 03:44 PM


The following comments about saving the Upper Chattooga River were submitted via the Georgia Outdoor Network website at 
www.georgiaoutdoornetwork.org 


Name: Larry Stewart
E-Mail Address: soupmech@aol.com
Address: 6816 Strawberry Farms Way, 
City: Knoxville
State: Tennessee
Postal Code: 37914


Comments:
Dear Sir,


I would like to comment on the recently released Upper Chattooga 
Environmental Assessment and proposed management plan, alternative 
#4. 


It is clear that the Upper Chattooga is under increasing pressure 
from visitors, and concessions must be made to protect all of 
its "outstanding and remarkable" qualities. I feel, with alternative 
#4, the Forest Service has not gone far enough to protect the Upper 
Chattooga and has restricted boating without justification. 


The Forest Service not only needs to conduct a proper impact study of 
boating in the Upper Chattooga, it must also conduct similar studies 
on all other user groups. Boating is viewed as the only variable in 
all management plan alternatives. When in fact, there are larger, 
more impactful user groups that are not considered for limits and/or 
restrictions. It's only with quality impact studies that the Forest 
Service may equitably reduce the impact of all user groups and 
therefore, protect and restore its natural wonders.


First and foremost, the Forest Service must:


1) Eliminate all road side parking within 1/4 mile of all bridges. 
Not just create an additional parking area a distance from the bridge.
2) Permanently close user created trails. A few well "designed" and 
well used trails could be converted to sanctioned Forest Service 
trails.
3) Establish a fair and equitable permitting system for all Upper 
Chattooga users. The data collected will help establish future use 
and limits guidelines.
4) Close the fish hatchery that is responsible for polluting the 
East Fork of the Chattooga River.
5) Stock only native fish in the river.
6) Restrict or rotate river access to anglers, allowing the stream 
beds and banks to recuperate from trampling.
7) Restrict or rotate campsite use, allowing areas to recuperate 
from over use.
8) Ban camping within 1/2 mile of all bridges or roads.
9) Close a couple of bridges and/or roads to create a more remote 
wilderness corridor. 
10) Complete a true user capacity analysis and impact study for all 
user groups.
11) Allow equitable access to all environmentally friendly user 
groups based on impact studies.
12) Put the protection and restoration of the environment above all 
uses and user groups. The "Outstanding and Remarkable" quality of the 
Upper Chattooga is not artificially created fishing, it is the 
breathtaking wilderness.


Although it is not a perfect plan, I would support implementation of 
Alternative 8. It fairly and equitably places all environmentally 
friendly user groups on the same footing, while establishing a few 
extra protections to the environment. I would urge the Forest Service 
to make use of the "adaptive management" approach, in Alternative 8, 
to further protect the environment in the ways I have outlined above.


Thank You,


Larry Stewart
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From: WJA366@ALLTEL.NET


To: comments-southern-francismarion-sumter@fs.fed.us


cc: burch@gon.com


Subject: Save the Upper Chattooga River Comments
Date: 08/15/2008 02:33 PM


The following comments about saving the Upper Chattooga River were submitted via the Georgia Outdoor Network website at 
www.georgiaoutdoornetwork.org 


Name: DALTON HAROLD  CANNON
E-Mail Address: WJA366@ALLTEL.NET
Address: PO BOX 726, 
City: OGLETHORPE
State: Georgia
Postal Code: 31068


Comments:
PLEASE SAVE THE UPPER REACHES OF THE CHATTOOGA RIVER FROM BOATERS IT WOULD CHANGE THE RIVER AS WE SEE IT TODAY MY VOTE 
FOR BOATS WILL BE NO NO NO .
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From: firebuff@bellsouth.net


To: comments-southern-francismarion-sumter@fs.fed.us


cc: burch@gon.com


Subject: Save the Upper Chattooga River Comments
Date: 08/17/2008 10:01 PM


The following comments about saving the Upper Chattooga River were submitted via the Georgia Outdoor Network website at 
www.georgiaoutdoornetwork.org 


Name: John  Hendrix
E-Mail Address: firebuff@bellsouth.net
Address: 1639 Tommy Lee Cook Road, 
City: Palmetto
State: Georgia
Postal Code: 30268-1575


Comments:
Please save Georgia's rivers from distruction. Do not listen to outside groups on issues that they have not legal right 
of comment to. Georgia needs to take care of Georgia. No other state considers any comments from Georgians. They do not 
share their state with us like we share with them. We pay the bills, taxes and continue to listen to them and their 
requirements. It's time you only consider what Georgians say and want. John Hendrix Palmetto, GA
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From: abbeysroadhome@bellsouth.net


To: comments-southern-francismarion-sumter@fs.fed.us


cc: burch@gon.com


Subject: Save the Upper Chattooga River Comments
Date: 08/18/2008 04:21 PM


The following comments about saving the Upper Chattooga River were submitted via the Georgia Outdoor Network website at 
www.georgiaoutdoornetwork.org 


Name: George Hedrick
E-Mail Address: abbeysroadhome@bellsouth.net
Address: 327 Kings Hwy, 
City: Decatur
State: Georgia
Postal Code: 30030


Comments:
The prefered Alternate 4 is flawed. It is nothing more than a defacto boating ban. You have ignored your own 
consultants and studies. Boating should be allowed on all sections of the Chattooga year round. If you permit boaters, 
all other users should be permitted as well. This is only fair. Hunters, hukers, anglers & all other users of the 
Chattooga above HWY 28 have been allowed to trash & abuse this resource unaregulated for 30 years. Your own study has 
documented this existing user damage. You are doing nothing to correct or regulate these existing legal users. You are 
singling out boaters when they have not been on the river in 30 years. The stocking of non native fish has turned this 
formerly unspoiled area into a trash pit & a playground for uncaring users. Please do something to protect this area & 
save it for future generations. The EA & prefered alternative is nothing more than a political document unfounded in 
science.


George Hedrick
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From: daniel41016@yahoo.com


To: comments-southern-francismarion-sumter@fs.fed.us


cc: burch@gon.com


Subject: Save the Upper Chattooga River Comments
Date: 08/16/2008 10:21 AM


The following comments about saving the Upper Chattooga River were submitted via the Georgia Outdoor Network website at 
www.georgiaoutdoornetwork.org 


Name: Daniel Cantrell
E-Mail Address: daniel41016@yahoo.com
Address: 4063 Madison Pike, 
City: Covington
State: Kentucky
Postal Code: 41017


Comments:
Why Would you consider ruining something so quiet and natural,I was raised in northern Georgia and have seen money and 
people destroy nature. Please don't give Boaters say so over something that you were supposed to protect. Save some of 
what peace and relaxation really is. More roads and access to the river creates alot of land and wildlife Headaches.Its 
supposed to be wild and senic, not wild and ugly
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From: smithtrailers@comcast.net


To: comments-southern-francismarion-sumter@fs.fed.us


cc: burch@gon.com


Subject: Save the Upper Chattooga River Comments
Date: 08/15/2008 04:28 PM


The following comments about saving the Upper Chattooga River were submitted via the Georgia Outdoor Network website at 
www.georgiaoutdoornetwork.org 


Name: Al Smith
E-Mail Address: smithtrailers@comcast.net
Address: 3296 Wilderness Drive, 
City: Powder Springs
State: Georgia
Postal Code: 30127


Comments:
Please do not allow one of the only remaining natural sections of nature in the Metro Atlanta area to be destroyed in 
the name of profit.  There are many rivers and lakes in the area openly available to outfitters and funseekers alike!  
Why destroy this rare and beautiful piece of nature habitat?  What about 10 to 20 years from now when the fads fades 
and the long gone habitat is just a memory.  It amases people when I tell them that trout fishing is excellent in 
Atlanta.  Let's work to preserve this beautiful asset!    
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From: chashardy@windstream.net


To: comments-southern-francismarion-sumter@fs.fed.us


cc: burch@gon.com


Subject: Save the Upper Chattooga River Comments
Date: 08/15/2008 02:36 PM


The following comments about saving the Upper Chattooga River were submitted via the Georgia Outdoor Network website at 
www.georgiaoutdoornetwork.org 


Name: Chas Hardy
E-Mail Address: chashardy@windstream.net
Address: P O Box 419, 
City: Commerce
State: Georgia
Postal Code: 30529


Comments:
Why do we continue to give it all away? One of the things I love about the Chatooga is the solitude that can be found 
in a twenty minute walk off of the road. I can fish for hours and never see another soul. Why ruin that experiance with 
a bunch of novice weekend warriors floating down with their cooler of beer.
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From: johnson2299@bellsouth.net


To: comments-southern-francismarion-sumter@fs.fed.us


cc: burch@gon.com


Subject: Save the Upper Chattooga River Comments
Date: 08/17/2008 10:35 PM


The following comments about saving the Upper Chattooga River were submitted via the Georgia Outdoor Network website at 
www.georgiaoutdoornetwork.org 


Name: Chris Johnson
E-Mail Address: johnson2299@bellsouth.net
Address: 1278 Little Willeo Rd, 
City: Marietta
State: Georgia
Postal Code: 30068


Comments:
Save it from all those people that do not know how to enjoy the real sportsmenship of nature.
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From: aqualerouge@gmail.com


To: comments-southern-francismarion-sumter@fs.fed.us


cc: burch@gon.com


Subject: Save the Upper Chattooga River Comments
Date: 08/18/2008 04:22 PM


The following comments about saving the Upper Chattooga River were submitted via the Georgia Outdoor Network website at 
www.georgiaoutdoornetwork.org 


Name: Stacey Johnson
E-Mail Address: aqualerouge@gmail.com
Address: 425 Country Club Rd., 
City: Hood River
State: Oregon
Postal Code: 97031


Comments:
Dear Sir,


I would like to comment on the recently released Upper Chattooga Environmental Assessment and proposed management plan, 
alternative #4. 


It is clear that the Upper Chattooga is under increasing pressure from visitors, and concessions must be made to 
protect all of its "outstanding and remarkable" qualities. I feel, with alternative #4, the Forest Service has not gone 
far enough to protect the Upper Chattooga and has restricted boating without justification. 


The Forest Service not only needs to conduct a proper impact study of boating in the Upper Chattooga, it must also 
conduct similar studies on all other user groups. Boating is viewed as the only variable in all management plan 
alternatives. When in fact, there are larger, more impactful user groups that are not considered for limits and/or 
restrictions. It's only with quality impact studies that the Forest Service may equitably reduce the impact of all user 
groups and therefore, protect and restore its natural wonders.


First and foremost, the Forest Service must:


1) Eliminate all road side parking within 1/4 mile of all bridges. Not just create an additional parking area a 
distance from the bridge.
2) Permanently close user created trails. A few well "designed" and well used trails could be converted to sanctioned 
Forest Service trails.
3) Establish a fair and equitable permitting system for all Upper Chattooga users. The data collected will help 
establish future use and limits guidelines.
4) Close the fish hatchery that is responsible for polluting the East Fork of the Chattooga River.
5) Stock only native fish in the river.
6) Restrict or rotate river access to anglers, allowing the stream beds and banks to recuperate from trampling.
7) Restrict or rotate campsite use, allowing areas to recuperate from over use.
8) Ban camping within 1/2 mile of all bridges or roads.
9) Close a couple of bridges and/or roads to create a more remote wilderness corridor. 
10) Complete a true user capacity analysis and impact study for all user groups.
11) Allow equitable access to all environmentally friendly user groups based on impact studies.
12) Put the protection and restoration of the environment above all uses and user groups. The "Outstanding and 
Remarkable" quality of the Upper Chattooga is not artificially created fishing, it is the breathtaking wilderness.


Although it is not a perfect plan, I would support implementation of Alternative 8. It fairly and equitably places all 
environmentally friendly user groups on the same footing, while establishing a few extra protections to the 
environment. I would urge the Forest Service 
to make use of the "adaptive management" approach, in Alternative 8, to further protect the environment in the ways I 
have outlined above.


Thank You,


Stacey Johnson
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From: poppermule@gmail.com


To: comments-southern-francismarion-sumter@fs.fed.us


cc: burch@gon.com


Subject: Save the Upper Chattooga River Comments
Date: 08/16/2008 10:43 AM


The following comments about saving the Upper Chattooga River were submitted via the Georgia Outdoor Network website at 
www.georgiaoutdoornetwork.org 


Name: Hugh Mullis
E-Mail Address: poppermule@gmail.com
Address: P. O. Box 187, 
City: White
State: Georgia
Postal Code: 30184


Comments:
I personnaly think there has been enough damage done to our rivers, and streams for money. Lets face it. Someone will 
be making money from some aspect of this change, and the damage done isn't worth it.  Thanks.  Hugh 
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From: kevin@tdsystemsinc.com


To: comments-southern-francismarion-sumter@fs.fed.us


cc: burch@gon.com


Subject: Save the Upper Chattooga River Comments
Date: 08/15/2008 04:31 PM


The following comments about saving the Upper Chattooga River were submitted via the Georgia Outdoor Network website at 
www.georgiaoutdoornetwork.org 


Name: Kevin Abermathy
E-Mail Address: kevin@tdsystemsinc.com
Address: PO BOX 201481, 
City: CARTERSVILLE
State: Georgia
Postal Code: 30120


Comments:
They need to keep it as it is. There is not enough truly wild places already. The boaters are just looking to make 
money anyway. This is just a step towards other such ventures in my opinion. Leave it to the fishermen, hikers and 
other people wanting a peaceful and undisturbed adventure.
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From: bcox96@windstream.net


To: comments-southern-francismarion-sumter@fs.fed.us


cc: burch@gon.com


Subject: Save the Upper Chattooga River Comments
Date: 08/15/2008 02:38 PM


The following comments about saving the Upper Chattooga River were submitted via the Georgia Outdoor Network website at 
www.georgiaoutdoornetwork.org 


Name: Brian Cox
E-Mail Address: bcox96@windstream.net
Address: 6917 Hickory Flat Hwy, 
City: Woodstock
State: Georgia
Postal Code: 30188


Comments:
Boating would drastically harm the rivers integrity. I strongly feel that it is a bad idea.
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From: jforester@trslinen.com


To: comments-southern-francismarion-sumter@fs.fed.us


cc: burch@gon.com


Subject: Save the Upper Chattooga River Comments
Date: 08/18/2008 04:32 PM


The following comments about saving the Upper Chattooga River were submitted via the Georgia Outdoor Network website at 
www.georgiaoutdoornetwork.org 


Name: Jeff Forester
E-Mail Address: jforester@trslinen.com
Address: PO Box 962, 
City: Trenton
State: Georgia
Postal Code: 30752


Comments:
Please preserve the Chatooga River for fishing, hiking, camping and do not allow white water boating.    
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From: astephens@pike.com


To: comments-southern-francismarion-sumter@fs.fed.us


cc: burch@gon.com


Subject: Save the Upper Chattooga River Comments
Date: 08/15/2008 02:38 PM


The following comments about saving the Upper Chattooga River were submitted via the Georgia Outdoor Network website at 
www.georgiaoutdoornetwork.org 


Name: Alan Stephens
E-Mail Address: astephens@pike.com
Address: 378 Old Copelan Rd, 
City: Eatonton
State: Georgia
Postal Code: 31024


Comments:
I support the limited access alternative to keep boating to a minimum on the Chattooga river. We need to preserve the 
serinity of trout fishing as much as possible in our rivers and streams. For many,including my family and I ,this is 
the last way we know how to get away from all the rushing of our daily lives and get back to nature. We are very lucky 
in Georgia to be able to go to our favorite river or stream and enjoy what other states only dream of. Thank you for 
listening.
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From: amy_simmons@hotmail.com


To: comments-southern-francismarion-sumter@fs.fed.us


cc: burch@gon.com


Subject: Save the Upper Chattooga River Comments
Date: 08/18/2008 06:34 AM


The following comments about saving the Upper Chattooga River were submitted via the Georgia Outdoor Network website at 
www.georgiaoutdoornetwork.org 


Name: Amy Simmons
E-Mail Address: amy_simmons@hotmail.com
Address: 94 River Point Drive, 
City: LaGrange
State: Georgia
Postal Code: 30240


Comments:
PLease save the River, there are plenty of other rivers that have rafting, and other things to do on the water. Please 
leave what little wild life left in the US alone.
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From: bettywade@alltel.net


To: comments-southern-francismarion-sumter@fs.fed.us


cc: burch@gon.com


Subject: Save the Upper Chattooga River Comments
Date: 08/16/2008 11:02 AM


The following comments about saving the Upper Chattooga River were submitted via the Georgia Outdoor Network website at 
www.georgiaoutdoornetwork.org 


Name: Betty Jo Wade
E-Mail Address: bettywade@alltel.net
Address: 8166 Peach Pkwy, 
City: Byron
State: Georgia
Postal Code: 31008


Comments:
 Thank you for allowing concerned citizens the opportunity to comment on the Draft EA and preferred alternative.  Your 
efforts to involve all interested parties is appreciated.  I am sure the comments and information received will be used 
by the Forest Service to make a complete analysis of this important issue.
 The Forest Service's efforts in designing the preferred alternative (#4) with zoning stipulations to minimize conflict 
between anglers and boaters, avoiding the overuse and user conflicts that have plagued the lower Chattooga for decades 
is greatly appreciated. The following points are made in support of Alternative #4:
    * Zoning is a time tested, fair, and legal land and water management practice.
    * Zoning of conflicting activities is good stewardship.


The preferred alternative (#4): Allows boating from December 1 through March 1 from County Line Trail Road in NC to 
Burrell's Ford Bridge on days when the mean daily flow is 450 cfs or more as measured by the Burrell's Ford gauge.


    * Will limit camping and parking, which are needed to protect and enhance the biophysical riparian resources for 
future generations.
    * Will enhance water quality by reducing erosion and sedimentation from visitor overuse and abuse.
    * Prohibits the removal of large woody debris to accommodate boating. Large woody debris (LWD) has incredible 
ecological importance in river systems.
    * Provides protection and enhancement of the aesthetic values of the upper Chattooga such as remoteness and 
wildness.
    * Prevents in-stream conflict and interference in the Rock Gorge segment, which will protect and actually enhance 
its backcountry values of solitude and remoteness for present and future generations as required by the Wild and Scenic 
Rivers Act:
    * Prevents in-stream conflict and interference in the popular Delayed Harvest segment, which will preserve economic 
value. DH regulations attract more specialized trout anglers coming from hundreds of miles away.
    * Will enhance the quality of experience for all visitors and protects riparian resources.
    * Has the proper regard for the rights of others to solitude.
    * Preserves backcountry values intact for future generations.
    * Is a compromise that is fair to all stakeholders.


The potential environmental effects of the other alternatives:


    * Alternatives 1, 2 and 3, by being boating-free, would protect and enhance for future generations the aesthetic 
backcountry values of the upper Chattooga such as solitude and wildness.
    * Alternatives 1 does not improve the biophysical riparian conditions above Highway 28. All other alternatives 
protect LWD and reduce biophysical damage from trails, campsites, and roadside parking.
    * Alternatives 5 and 9, by zoning for limited boating through the Wilderness and backcountry segments, would cause 
some deterioration of the backcountry Outstandingly Remarkable Values (ORV)of solitude and remoteness.
    * Alternatives 8 and 10, by allowing boating through Burrell's Ford and the Delayed Harvest segment, would create 
conflict and interference with existing users. These alternatives will deteriorate the quality of the recreational 
experience for all visitors.
    * The range of the alternatives is all-inclusive and wide-ranging.


Suggestions to improve the management of the upper Chattooga:


    * Additional law enforcement and education of visitors are the keys to the successful implementation and 
administration of this plan.
    * Increase the fines for violations and repeat offenders. Stiff fines are needed as deterrents.
    * Instead of boater self-registration, implement an Internet based boating permit system that is activated when 
adequate flow is predicted.
    * The Forrest Service or a contract concessionary must pre-authorize "boatable" days and post this information 
publicly.
    * This Wild and Scenic Chattooga corridor deserves an on-site, fulltime river manager to protect and preserve this 
national treasure for future generations.
    * Involve stakeholders in the implementation and monitoring of the new management plan.
    * If the Forest Service is unable to adopt these suggestions to improve management and protection, then Alternative 
#3 should be the preferred alternative (no boating) and use the freed up funds to restore the upper Chattooga 
biophysical resources.


Availability of nearby recreational alternatives:


    * For boaters, there are many nearby alternatives. Diverse whitewater boating opportunities with unrestricted 
access exist on over 60% of the length of the Chattooga.
    * Diverse whitewater boating opportunities with unrestricted access exist on all other public streams on all 
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surrounding National Forests.
    * West Fork /Overflow Creek with unrestricted boating is slightly more difficult than the upper Chattooga. Overflow 
and the upper Chattooga are likely to experience the same rain events.
    * For anglers, the upper Chattooga offers a unique fishing experience with the solitude and scenery, as well as the 
quality of the trout fishery, which is not found on other trout rivers in this region.
    * For anglers, the boat-free upper Chattooga has uniqueness not found in any other river in the south and east.    


Again thank you for allowing me to submit my comments.








From: blstanley@bellsouth.net


To: comments-southern-francismarion-sumter@fs.fed.us


cc: burch@gon.com


Subject: Save the Upper Chattooga River Comments
Date: 08/15/2008 04:41 PM


The following comments about saving the Upper Chattooga River were submitted via the Georgia Outdoor Network website at 
www.georgiaoutdoornetwork.org 


Name: Bill Stanley
E-Mail Address: blstanley@bellsouth.net
Address: 1657 Ellenwood Drive, 
City: Roswell
State: Georgia
Postal Code: 30075


Comments:
As a sportsman I appreciate all the forest service does to protect and maintain a balance of usage of our resources 
between sportsman and other uses.


On this issue I believe alternative 4 to be the best "middle ground" since there are a lot of other boating areas that 
are available and to endanger the upper Chatooga area by allowing unrestricted access to boaters is unreasonable and 
unnecessary.
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From: bitler1@aol.com


To: comments-southern-francismarion-sumter@fs.fed.us


cc: burch@gon.com


Subject: Save the Upper Chattooga River Comments
Date: 08/15/2008 02:40 PM


The following comments about saving the Upper Chattooga River were submitted via the Georgia Outdoor Network website at 
www.georgiaoutdoornetwork.org 


Name: Brian Bitler
E-Mail Address: bitler1@aol.com
Address: 2083 Adams Overlook, 
City: Atlanta
State: Georgia
Postal Code: 30318


Comments:
Please leave the river as foot traffic only!
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From: tadrian@bellsouth.net


To: comments-southern-francismarion-sumter@fs.fed.us


cc: burch@gon.com


Subject: Save the Upper Chattooga River Comments
Date: 08/18/2008 07:14 AM


The following comments about saving the Upper Chattooga River were submitted via the Georgia Outdoor Network website at 
www.georgiaoutdoornetwork.org 


Name: Adrian Thompson
E-Mail Address: tadrian@bellsouth.net
Address: 600 Clearwater Court, 
City: McDonough
State: Georgia
Postal Code: 30252


Comments:
Please do not allow boating on the Chatooga River.
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From: dustin.betsill@delta.com


To: comments-southern-francismarion-sumter@fs.fed.us


cc: burch@gon.com


Subject: Save the Upper Chattooga River Comments
Date: 08/16/2008 11:22 AM


The following comments about saving the Upper Chattooga River were submitted via the Georgia Outdoor Network website at 
www.georgiaoutdoornetwork.org 


Name: Dustin Betsill
E-Mail Address: dustin.betsill@delta.com
Address: 2618 Paces Place Apt E, E
City: Atl
State: Georgia
Postal Code: 30339


Comments:
we dont need anymore traffic on the river.
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From: kenmcree@msn.com


To: comments-southern-francismarion-sumter@fs.fed.us


cc: burch@gon.com


Subject: Save the Upper Chattooga River Comments
Date: 08/15/2008 04:42 PM


The following comments about saving the Upper Chattooga River were submitted via the Georgia Outdoor Network website at 
www.georgiaoutdoornetwork.org 


Name: Kenneth Barnett
E-Mail Address: kenmcree@msn.com
Address: 24 Waterstone Drive, 
City: Cartersville
State: Georgia
Postal Code: 30121


Comments:
This stretch of river needs to remain foot traffic only to maintain its current beauty and unique opportunities offered 
by such an environment.  Allowing mass rafting and boating in this area will desimate what the natural wildlife and 
landscape have to offer.
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From: mowiltshire@hotmail.com


To: comments-southern-francismarion-sumter@fs.fed.us


cc: burch@gon.com


Subject: Save the Upper Chattooga River Comments
Date: 08/18/2008 04:48 PM


The following comments about saving the Upper Chattooga River were submitted via the Georgia Outdoor Network website at 
www.georgiaoutdoornetwork.org 


Name: M H Wiltshire
E-Mail Address: mowiltshire@hotmail.com
Address: 375 W Rutherford St, 
City: Athens
State: Georgia
Postal Code: 30606


Comments:
Gentlemen,


I just wanted to take a moment to let you know that I support continued restrictions on the Chattooga River that limit 
river access to foot traffic only. Having hiked and fished on that river for the better part of my 39 years I know 
first hand it is truly a treasure. The interests of various groups of outdoorsmen can somtimes conflict and must be 
balanced. Please be mindful that there are many people who value the wild and scenic nature of the river and believe 
that foot traffic only will remain the best way to safeguard its irreplacable beauty and importance.


Sincerely,


M H Wiltshire
Athens, GA
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From: Larry.Meade@Delta.com


To: comments-southern-francismarion-sumter@fs.fed.us


cc: burch@gon.com


Subject: Save the Upper Chattooga River Comments
Date: 08/18/2008 07:17 AM


The following comments about saving the Upper Chattooga River were submitted via the Georgia Outdoor Network website at 
www.georgiaoutdoornetwork.org 


Name: Larry Meade
E-Mail Address: Larry.Meade@Delta.com
Address: Larry.Meade@Delta.com, 175 Cross Creek Trail
City: Fayetteville 
State: Georgia
Postal Code: 30215


Comments:
Please save the trout fishing in the Chattooga River


Please help us to retain the current zoning, which allows only foot travel in the river corridor. This zoning has made 
the river a premier destination for hiking, camping and trout fishing. Boater access would destroy this.


Thank you
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From: customerservice@wakawai.com


To: comments-southern-francismarion-sumter@fs.fed.us


cc: burch@gon.com


Subject: Save the Upper Chattooga River Comments
Date: 08/18/2008 04:48 PM


The following comments about saving the Upper Chattooga River were submitted via the Georgia Outdoor Network website at 
www.georgiaoutdoornetwork.org 


Name: Michael Briere
E-Mail Address: customerservice@wakawai.com
Address: 33 Pink Fox Cove Rd, 
City: Weaverville
State: North Carolina
Postal Code: 28787


Comments:
Dear Sir,


 
I would like to comment on the recently released Upper Chattooga Environmental Assessment and proposed management plan, 
alternative #4.


 
It is clear that the Upper Chattooga is under increasing pressure from visitors, and concessions must be made to 
protect all of its "outstanding and remarkable" qualities. I feel, with alternative #4, the Forest Service has not gone 
far enough to protect the Upper Chattooga and has restricted boating without justification.


 
The Forest Service not only needs to conduct a proper impact study of boating in the Upper Chattooga, it must also 
conduct similar studies on all other user groups. Boating is viewed as the only variable in all management plan 
alternatives. When in fact, there are larger, more impactful user groups that are not considered for limits and/or 
restrictions. It's only with quality impact studies that the Forest Service may equitably reduce the impact of all user 
groups and therefore, protect and restore its natural wonders.


 
First and foremost, the Forest Service must:


 
1)  Eliminate all road side parking within 1/4 mile of all bridges. Not just create an additional parking area a 
distance from the bridge.
2)  Permanently close user created trails. A few well "designed" and well used trails could be converted to sanctioned 
Forest Service trails.
3)  Establish a fair and equitable permitting system for all Upper Chattooga users. The data collected will help 
establish future use and limits guidelines.
4)  Close the fish hatchery that is responsible for polluting the East Fork of the Chattooga River.
5)  Stock only native fish in the river.
6)  Restrict or rotate river access to anglers, allowing the stream beds and banks to recuperate from trampling.
7)  Restrict or rotate campsite use, allowing areas to recuperate from over use.
8)  Ban camping within 1/2 mile of all bridges or roads.
9)  Close a couple of bridges and/or roads to create a more remote wilderness corridor.
10)  Complete a true user capacity analysis and impact study for all user groups.
11)  Allow equitable access to all environmentally friendly user groups based on impact studies.
12)  Put the protection and restoration of the environment above all uses and user groups. The "Outstanding and 
Remarkable" quality of the Upper Chattooga is not artificially created fishing, it is the breathtaking wilderness.


 
Although it is not a perfect plan, I would support implementation of Alternative 8. It fairly and equitably places all 
environmentally friendly user groups on the same footing, while establishing a few extra protections to the 
environment. I would urge the Forest Service to make use of the "adaptive management" approach, in Alternative 8, to 
further protect the environment in the ways I have outlined above.


 
Thank You
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From: reddogg01@alltel.net


To: comments-southern-francismarion-sumter@fs.fed.us


cc: burch@gon.com


Subject: Save the Upper Chattooga River Comments
Date: 08/16/2008 11:23 AM


The following comments about saving the Upper Chattooga River were submitted via the Georgia Outdoor Network website at 
www.georgiaoutdoornetwork.org 


Name: Arthur Fitts
E-Mail Address: reddogg01@alltel.net
Address: 4131 Cavender Creek Rd, 
City: Dahlonega
State: Georgia
Postal Code: 30533


Comments:
We need to preserve this for future generations ,Thank you
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From: landt69@msn.com


To: comments-southern-francismarion-sumter@fs.fed.us


cc: burch@gon.com


Subject: Save the Upper Chattooga River Comments
Date: 08/15/2008 04:43 PM


The following comments about saving the Upper Chattooga River were submitted via the Georgia Outdoor Network website at 
www.georgiaoutdoornetwork.org 


Name: Tom Rossi
E-Mail Address: landt69@msn.com
Address: 3543 Brockton Rd, 
City: Jefferson
State: Georgia
Postal Code: 30549


Comments:
sirs we are already losing our natural res. and beauty by the square mile daily I believe this is one we can save thank 
you for your time
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From: mjtorrente@lycos.com


To: comments-southern-francismarion-sumter@fs.fed.us


cc: burch@gon.com


Subject: Save the Upper Chattooga River Comments
Date: 08/15/2008 02:40 PM


The following comments about saving the Upper Chattooga River were submitted via the Georgia Outdoor Network website at 
www.georgiaoutdoornetwork.org 


Name: Michael J. Torrente
E-Mail Address: mjtorrente@lycos.com
Address: 3851 Green Industrial Way, 
City: Atlanta
State: Georgia
Postal Code: 30341


Comments:
I am in favor of maintaining the existing regulations prohibiting boating on the Upper Chattooga. I am in favor of 
Alternative #4. Let's keep some water  areas for trout fishing, hiking and camping.
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From: ricky@rwgriffin.com


To: comments-southern-francismarion-sumter@fs.fed.us


cc: burch@gon.com


Subject: Save the Upper Chattooga River Comments
Date: 08/18/2008 07:47 AM


The following comments about saving the Upper Chattooga River were submitted via the Georgia Outdoor Network website at 
www.georgiaoutdoornetwork.org 


Name: Ricky Allegood
E-Mail Address: ricky@rwgriffin.com
Address: Po Bow 187 , 
City: Doerun
State: Georgia
Postal Code: 31744


Comments:
I dont get the chance to trout fish,but i think those that do should be able to experience the best of the best. The 
georgia hunters and fisherman are losing more and more each year.When will it stop! I do not want to see boaters or 
rafters destroying another river, even one that I have not had a chance to fish or to enjoy its natural exsitance
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From: m_cumnock@yahoo.com


To: comments-southern-francismarion-sumter@fs.fed.us


cc: burch@gon.com


Subject: Save the Upper Chattooga River Comments
Date: 08/18/2008 04:49 PM


The following comments about saving the Upper Chattooga River were submitted via the Georgia Outdoor Network website at 
www.georgiaoutdoornetwork.org 


Name: Mark Cumnock
E-Mail Address: m_cumnock@yahoo.com
Address: 716 Tennessee St, 
City: Spring City 
State: Tennessee
Postal Code: 37381


Comments:
As a trout fisherman, I appreciate the opportunity to voice my opinion on the Upper Chattooga Environmental Assessment. 
The Upper Chattooga is a unique geological and cultural resource that is being polluted and destroyed with the stocking 
of non-native fish ,and the Brook Trout should be saved and the human impacts associated with this stocking ,. I would 
support the banning of all stocking of non-native fish in the wilderness area and would welcome the introduction of low 
impact sports such as boating in the Upper Chattooga. I support Alternative 8.
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From: williams_stphn@yahoo.com


To: comments-southern-francismarion-sumter@fs.fed.us


cc: burch@gon.com


Subject: Save the Upper Chattooga River Comments
Date: 08/16/2008 11:59 AM


The following comments about saving the Upper Chattooga River were submitted via the Georgia Outdoor Network website at 
www.georgiaoutdoornetwork.org 


Name: Steve Williams
E-Mail Address: williams_stphn@yahoo.com
Address: 139cedarlane Dr , 
City: Canon 
State: Georgia
Postal Code: 30520


Comments:
We don't need to let these boater  destroy our what few we have left natural rescorces.Trout fishing is a big part of 
my son and my time to spend w/h each other and chance to educate him on what the good Lord put here on this earth for 
us to enjoy,and gave us the responciability to take care so our kids could injoy as well
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From: tomtomtommy@comcast.net


To: comments-southern-francismarion-sumter@fs.fed.us


cc: burch@gon.com


Subject: Save the Upper Chattooga River Comments
Date: 08/15/2008 04:47 PM


The following comments about saving the Upper Chattooga River were submitted via the Georgia Outdoor Network website at 
www.georgiaoutdoornetwork.org 


Name: Thomas Williams
E-Mail Address: tomtomtommy@comcast.net
Address: 4006 Terrace Drive, 
City: Acworth
State: Georgia
Postal Code: 30101


Comments:
 Please keep the upper Chattooga River a place for natural wildlife to rome. Our natural resources including trout are 
in extreem danger and cost the state of Georgia tremendous amounts of money to mantain as is!!! The people who wat to 
use a river for white water oppertunities have those place to do so. I know as a white water boter myself. I am also a 
fisher man in the stae of Georgia and see the frustration of trout farms. Our natural rivers have to be preserved not 
just for future generations but for life itself.
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From: mjtorrente@lycos.com


To: comments-southern-francismarion-sumter@fs.fed.us


cc: burch@gon.com


Subject: Save the Upper Chattooga River Comments
Date: 08/15/2008 02:40 PM


The following comments about saving the Upper Chattooga River were submitted via the Georgia Outdoor Network website at 
www.georgiaoutdoornetwork.org 


Name: Michael J. Torrente
E-Mail Address: mjtorrente@lycos.com
Address: 3851 Green Industrial Way, 
City: Atlanta
State: Georgia
Postal Code: 30341


Comments:
I am in favor of maintaining the existing regulations prohibiting boating on the Upper Chattooga. I am in favor of 
Alternative #4. Let's keep some water  areas for trout fishing, hiking and camping.
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From: watfor@bellsouth.net


To: comments-southern-francismarion-sumter@fs.fed.us


cc: burch@gon.com


Subject: Save the Upper Chattooga River Comments
Date: 08/16/2008 12:00 PM


The following comments about saving the Upper Chattooga River were submitted via the Georgia Outdoor Network website at 
www.georgiaoutdoornetwork.org 


Name: Weymon Forrester, Jr.
E-Mail Address: watfor@bellsouth.net
Address: 4541 Montclair Circle, 
City: Gainesville
State: Georgia
Postal Code: 30506


Comments:
I am both an avid flyfishermen and a canoeing enthusist, and speaking from having grown up in the North Ga. mountains I 
can see both sides to this argument.  However, the uniqueness of the fishing opportunities in the Upper Chatooga River 
area and the mere possibility of damage to that drainage from boating activities should provide sufficient reason to 
leave things the way they are presently.
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From: mricks@hgbd.com


To: comments-southern-francismarion-sumter@fs.fed.us


cc: burch@gon.com


Subject: Save the Upper Chattooga River Comments
Date: 08/18/2008 08:03 AM


The following comments about saving the Upper Chattooga River were submitted via the Georgia Outdoor Network website at 
www.georgiaoutdoornetwork.org 


Name: Matt Ricks
E-Mail Address: mricks@hgbd.com
Address: 151 TRL S, 
City: Midway
State: Georgia
Postal Code: 31320


Comments:
Of the potential choices I prefer Alternative 4. If year round boating is allowed on the river, it will eliminate most 
of the fishing opportunity along the river. I have made a yearly trip to the region to fish for trout, and I would like 
to one day take my kids fishing in the pristine river.
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From: greysonbriere@yahoo.com


To: comments-southern-francismarion-sumter@fs.fed.us


cc: burch@gon.com


Subject: Save the Upper Chattooga River Comments
Date: 08/18/2008 04:50 PM


The following comments about saving the Upper Chattooga River were submitted via the Georgia Outdoor Network website at 
www.georgiaoutdoornetwork.org 


Name: Greyson  Briere
E-Mail Address: greysonbriere@yahoo.com
Address: 33 Pink Fox Cove Rd, 
City: Weaverville
State: North Carolina
Postal Code: 28787


Comments:
Dear Sir,


 
I would like to comment on the recently released Upper Chattooga Environmental Assessment and proposed management plan, 
alternative #4.


 
It is clear that the Upper Chattooga is under increasing pressure from visitors, and concessions must be made to 
protect all of its "outstanding and remarkable" qualities. I feel, with alternative #4, the Forest Service has not gone 
far enough to protect the Upper Chattooga and has restricted boating without justification.


 
The Forest Service not only needs to conduct a proper impact study of boating in the Upper Chattooga, it must also 
conduct similar studies on all other user groups. Boating is viewed as the only variable in all management plan 
alternatives. When in fact, there are larger, more impactful user groups that are not considered for limits and/or 
restrictions. It's only with quality impact studies that the Forest Service may equitably reduce the impact of all user 
groups and therefore, protect and restore its natural wonders.


 
First and foremost, the Forest Service must:


 
1)  Eliminate all road side parking within 1/4 mile of all bridges. Not just create an additional parking area a 
distance from the bridge.
2)  Permanently close user created trails. A few well "designed" and well used trails could be converted to sanctioned 
Forest Service trails.
3)  Establish a fair and equitable permitting system for all Upper Chattooga users. The data collected will help 
establish future use and limits guidelines.
4)  Close the fish hatchery that is responsible for polluting the East Fork of the Chattooga River.
5)  Stock only native fish in the river.
6)  Restrict or rotate river access to anglers, allowing the stream beds and banks to recuperate from trampling.
7)  Restrict or rotate campsite use, allowing areas to recuperate from over use.
8)  Ban camping within 1/2 mile of all bridges or roads.
9)  Close a couple of bridges and/or roads to create a more remote wilderness corridor.
10)  Complete a true user capacity analysis and impact study for all user groups.
11)  Allow equitable access to all environmentally friendly user groups based on impact studies.
12)  Put the protection and restoration of the environment above all uses and user groups. The "Outstanding and 
Remarkable" quality of the Upper Chattooga is not artificially created fishing, it is the breathtaking wilderness.


 
Although it is not a perfect plan, I would support implementation of Alternative 8. It fairly and equitably places all 
environmentally friendly user groups on the same footing, while establishing a few extra protections to the 
environment. I would urge the Forest Service to make use of the "adaptive management" approach, in Alternative 8, to 
further protect the environment in the ways I have outlined above.


 
Thank You
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From: dougjudy@brmemc.net


To: comments-southern-francismarion-sumter@fs.fed.us


cc: burch@gon.com


Subject: Save the Upper Chattooga River Comments
Date: 08/15/2008 04:52 PM


The following comments about saving the Upper Chattooga River were submitted via the Georgia Outdoor Network website at 
www.georgiaoutdoornetwork.org 


Name: P. Douglas Prevost
E-Mail Address: dougjudy@brmemc.net
Address: 445 Johnston Lane, 
City: Blairsville
State: Georgia
Postal Code: 30512-3942


Comments:
Just a short note to let you know that as an avid angler and sportsman here in Georgia, I support Alternative No. 4 in 
arriiving at a compromise regarding this issue!
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From: djohnston@vmware.com


To: comments-southern-francismarion-sumter@fs.fed.us


cc: burch@gon.com


Subject: Save the Upper Chattooga River Comments
Date: 08/15/2008 02:41 PM


The following comments about saving the Upper Chattooga River were submitted via the Georgia Outdoor Network website at 
www.georgiaoutdoornetwork.org 


Name: Dave Johnston
E-Mail Address: djohnston@vmware.com
Address: 916 Cruce Lake Dr., 
City: Hoschton
State: Georgia
Postal Code: 30548


Comments:
I am in full support of Alternative 4.  This allows fair access to the river for boaters and maintains fishing levels 
for anglers.  This is the only fair equitable approach to conservation of the waterways.  Excessive and aggressive 
usage by boaters can and will cause irreparable damage to fishing and other wildlife in the surrounding areas.
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From: phead@seligenterprises.com


To: comments-southern-francismarion-sumter@fs.fed.us


cc: burch@gon.com


Subject: Save the Upper Chattooga River Comments
Date: 08/15/2008 02:42 PM


The following comments about saving the Upper Chattooga River were submitted via the Georgia Outdoor Network website at 
www.georgiaoutdoornetwork.org 


Name: Paula Head
E-Mail Address: phead@seligenterprises.com
Address: 110O Spring Street, Suite 550
City: Atlanta
State: Georgia
Postal Code: 30309


Comments:
I support #4
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From: tim@westgeorgiapaintandbody.com


To: comments-southern-francismarion-sumter@fs.fed.us


cc: burch@gon.com


Subject: Save the Upper Chattooga River Comments
Date: 08/18/2008 08:08 AM


The following comments about saving the Upper Chattooga River were submitted via the Georgia Outdoor Network website at 
www.georgiaoutdoornetwork.org 


Name: Tim Wilkerson
E-Mail Address: tim@westgeorgiapaintandbody.com
Address: 109 Hill Street, 
City: LAGRANGE
State: Georgia
Postal Code: 30241


Comments:
Please save the upper Chattooga.Don't let them destroy this as they have so many other areas.
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From: sueronhembree@bellsouth.net


To: comments-southern-francismarion-sumter@fs.fed.us


cc: burch@gon.com


Subject: Save the Upper Chattooga River Comments
Date: 08/16/2008 12:21 PM


The following comments about saving the Upper Chattooga River were submitted via the Georgia Outdoor Network website at 
www.georgiaoutdoornetwork.org 


Name: RON HEMBREE
E-Mail Address: sueronhembree@bellsouth.net
Address: 405 Walthall Rd, 
City: JACKSON
State: Georgia
Postal Code: 30233


Comments:
ANY ADDITIONAL BOAT USE ON THE UPPER CATTOOGA RIVER RESULTING IN MORE USE THAN WHAT THE FOREST SERVICE PROPOSES IN 
THEIR OPTION #4 WOULD RESULT IN IRREVERSEABLE DAMAGE TO THAT PART OF THE RIVER. THANK YOU FOR TAKING THE TIME TO 
CONSIDER MY COMMENTS
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From: ed.mcdowell@cox.net


To: comments-southern-francismarion-sumter@fs.fed.us


cc: burch@gon.com


Subject: Save the Upper Chattooga River Comments
Date: 08/15/2008 05:01 PM


The following comments about saving the Upper Chattooga River were submitted via the Georgia Outdoor Network website at 
www.georgiaoutdoornetwork.org 


Name: Ed McDowell
E-Mail Address: ed.mcdowell@cox.net
Address: 209 Cartwright Dr, 
City: Bonaire
State: Georgia
Postal Code: 31005-3903


Comments:
Please retain current restrictions to the Upper Chattooga River as pertaining to white water recreation.  This proposal 
is ludicrous.


Ed McDowell
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From: spuckett@coastalnow.net


To: comments-southern-francismarion-sumter@fs.fed.us


cc: burch@gon.com


Subject: Save the Upper Chattooga River Comments
Date: 08/18/2008 04:50 PM


The following comments about saving the Upper Chattooga River were submitted via the Georgia Outdoor Network website at 
www.georgiaoutdoornetwork.org 


Name: Steven Puckett
E-Mail Address: spuckett@coastalnow.net
Address: 1 Margaret Dr, 
City: Midway
State: Georgia
Postal Code: 31320


Comments:
Quit tryin to screw everything up!
Dammit!
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From: selphpinestraw@hotmail.com


To: comments-southern-francismarion-sumter@fs.fed.us


cc: burch@gon.com


Subject: Save the Upper Chattooga River Comments
Date: 08/16/2008 12:31 PM


The following comments about saving the Upper Chattooga River were submitted via the Georgia Outdoor Network website at 
www.georgiaoutdoornetwork.org 


Name: Don Selph
E-Mail Address: selphpinestraw@hotmail.com
Address: 215 Columbus Dr., 
City: Vidalia
State: Georgia
Postal Code: 30474


Comments:
I oppose allowing boats on the upper Chattooga River. This area should remain walking only to keep from disturbing fish 
habits as well as other animals that live along the river.  Whitewater rafters already have enough area on this river 
to run.  Thank you.
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From: dennis.owen@exopack.com


To: comments-southern-francismarion-sumter@fs.fed.us


cc: burch@gon.com


Subject: Save the Upper Chattooga River Comments
Date: 08/18/2008 08:09 AM


The following comments about saving the Upper Chattooga River were submitted via the Georgia Outdoor Network website at 
www.georgiaoutdoornetwork.org 


Name: Dennis Owen
E-Mail Address: dennis.owen@exopack.com
Address: 2122 Bud Arthur Bridge Rd, 
City: Spartanburg
State: South Carolina
Postal Code: 29307


Comments:
The upper sections of the Chattooga is one of the few places in the southeast where trout spawn and raise naturally. 
This area must be protected.
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From: misterobvious@live.com


To: comments-southern-francismarion-sumter@fs.fed.us


cc: burch@gon.com


Subject: Save the Upper Chattooga River Comments
Date: 08/18/2008 04:56 PM


The following comments about saving the Upper Chattooga River were submitted via the Georgia Outdoor Network website at 
www.georgiaoutdoornetwork.org 


Name: Craig Smerda
E-Mail Address: misterobvious@live.com
Address: Misterobvious@live.com, 
City: Wausau
State: Wisconsin
Postal Code: 54403


Comments:
Dear Sir,


 
I would like to comment on the recently released Upper Chattooga Environmental Assessment and proposed management plan, 
alternative #4.


 
It is clear that the Upper Chattooga is under increasing pressure from visitors, and concessions must be made to 
protect all of its "outstanding and remarkable" qualities. I feel, with alternative #4, the Forest Service has not gone 
far enough to protect the Upper Chattooga and has restricted boating without justification.


 
The Forest Service not only needs to conduct a proper impact study of boating in the Upper Chattooga, it must also 
conduct similar studies on all other user groups. Boating is viewed as the only variable in all management plan 
alternatives. When in fact, there are larger, more impactful user groups that are not considered for limits and/or 
restrictions. It's only with quality impact studies that the Forest Service may equitably reduce the impact of all user 
groups and therefore, protect and restore its natural wonders.


 
First and foremost, the Forest Service must:


 
1)  Eliminate all road side parking within 1/4 mile of all bridges. Not just create an additional parking area a 
distance from the bridge.
2)  Permanently close user created trails. A few well "designed" and well used trails could be converted to sanctioned 
Forest Service trails.
3)  Establish a fair and equitable permitting system for all Upper Chattooga users. The data collected will help 
establish future use and limits guidelines.
4)  Close the fish hatchery that is responsible for polluting the East Fork of the Chattooga River.
5)  Stock only native fish in the river.
6)  Restrict or rotate river access to anglers, allowing the stream beds and banks to recuperate from trampling.
7)  Restrict or rotate campsite use, allowing areas to recuperate from over use.
8)  Ban camping within 1/2 mile of all bridges or roads.
9)  Close a couple of bridges and/or roads to create a more remote wilderness corridor.
10)  Complete a true user capacity analysis and impact study for all user groups.
11)  Allow equitable access to all environmentally friendly user groups based on impact studies.
12)  Put the protection and restoration of the environment above all uses and user groups. The "Outstanding and 
Remarkable" quality of the Upper Chattooga is not artificially created fishing, it is the breathtaking wilderness.


 
Although it is not a perfect plan, I would support implementation of Alternative 8. It fairly and equitably places all 
environmentally friendly user groups on the same footing, while establishing a few extra protections to the 
environment. I would urge the Forest Service to make use of the "adaptive management" approach, in Alternative 8, to 
further protect the environment in the ways I have outlined above.


 
Thank You
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From: t777hogan@yahoo.com


To: comments-southern-francismarion-sumter@fs.fed.us


cc: burch@gon.com


Subject: Save the Upper Chattooga River Comments
Date: 08/15/2008 05:02 PM


The following comments about saving the Upper Chattooga River were submitted via the Georgia Outdoor Network website at 
www.georgiaoutdoornetwork.org 


Name: Tony Hogan
E-Mail Address: t777hogan@yahoo.com
Address: 2407 Verner Rd., 
City: Lawrenceville
State: Georgia
Postal Code: 30043


Comments:
We need all the undeveloped land we can get.
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From: alamanac@gmail.com


To: comments-southern-francismarion-sumter@fs.fed.us


cc: burch@gon.com


Subject: Save the Upper Chattooga River Comments
Date: 08/15/2008 02:43 PM


The following comments about saving the Upper Chattooga River were submitted via the Georgia Outdoor Network website at 
www.georgiaoutdoornetwork.org 


Name: Anthony Lamanac
E-Mail Address: alamanac@gmail.com
Address: 225B Mountain Lane , 
City: Woodstock 
State: Georgia
Postal Code: 30188


Comments:
These people have plenty of water for boating use. There are very few areas like this left in the southeast so why 
would it be considered for more traffic, trash and sewage?
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From: kambdc@bellsouth.net


To: comments-southern-francismarion-sumter@fs.fed.us


cc: burch@gon.com


Subject: Save the Upper Chattooga River Comments
Date: 08/16/2008 12:36 PM


The following comments about saving the Upper Chattooga River were submitted via the Georgia Outdoor Network website at 
www.georgiaoutdoornetwork.org 


Name: Charlie Morgan
E-Mail Address: kambdc@bellsouth.net
Address: 4421 Fountain Drive, 
City: Gillsville
State: Georgia
Postal Code: 30543


Comments:
Don't let the boating organizations ruin our natural habitat and fishing opportunities.  Future generations should have 
the right to enjoy what we do now.  


Thank you,
Charlie R. Morgan
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From: hallsl36@yahoo.com


To: comments-southern-francismarion-sumter@fs.fed.us


cc: burch@gon.com


Subject: Save the Upper Chattooga River Comments
Date: 08/15/2008 05:02 PM


The following comments about saving the Upper Chattooga River were submitted via the Georgia Outdoor Network website at 
www.georgiaoutdoornetwork.org 


Name: Steven  Hall
E-Mail Address: hallsl36@yahoo.com
Address: 210 Moseley Crossing Dr., 
City: Stockbridge
State: Georgia
Postal Code: 30281


Comments:
Thank you for allow me the opprotunity to comment on this upcoming decision. In this day and age of being "green" it 
seems that if an activity is detrimental to the ecosystem of the chattahoocee then said activity should be either 
banned or highly regulated. It is also known that white water boating is allowed unrestricted in areas such as the 
Chatooge and other large rapid waterways. The delicate nature of trout habitat in Georgia should be protected at all 
costs. The Forest service has been a diligent steward of our natural resources and I feel you will handle this 
situation in the best manner that lives up to the high standards set forth by your organization. 
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From: lchen@seligenterprises.com


To: comments-southern-francismarion-sumter@fs.fed.us


cc: burch@gon.com


Subject: Save the Upper Chattooga River Comments
Date: 08/18/2008 08:40 AM


The following comments about saving the Upper Chattooga River were submitted via the Georgia Outdoor Network website at 
www.georgiaoutdoornetwork.org 


Name: Ling Chen
E-Mail Address: lchen@seligenterprises.com
Address: 953 Kalmia Dr, 
City: Lawrenceville
State: Georgia
Postal Code: 30044


Comments:
Leave the thing whatever they are.  
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From: boomhower07@hotmail.com


To: comments-southern-francismarion-sumter@fs.fed.us


cc: burch@gon.com


Subject: Save the Upper Chattooga River Comments
Date: 08/15/2008 02:44 PM


The following comments about saving the Upper Chattooga River were submitted via the Georgia Outdoor Network website at 
www.georgiaoutdoornetwork.org 


Name: Charlie  Perdue
E-Mail Address: boomhower07@hotmail.com
Address: 1840 MASSENGALES MILL RD, 
City: Gay
State: Georgia
Postal Code: 30218


Comments:
PLEASE DO NOT ALLOW BOATING ON THIS STRETCH OF THE CHATTOOGA RIVER.  WE MUST KEEP THIS AREA AS NATURAL AS POSSIBLE FOR 
FUTURE GENERATIONS.  MY FAMILY ARE REGULAR TROUT FISHERMEN ON THIS PART OF THE RIVER, AND IS SUCH A GREAT SPOT B/C 
THERE ARE NO BOATERS.  THE SOLITUDE IS WHAT MAKES SO SPECIAL.  THERE ARE PLENTY OF OTHER PLACES TO RAFT AND CANOE IN 
THE AREA.  WHY TAKE THIS ONE FROM THE PEOPLE WHO JUST LIKE TO HIKE AND FISH THERE??  THANK YOU FOR ALLOWING THE PEOPLE 
TO WRITE IN THEIR OPINIONS.  PLEASE DO NOT ALLOW BOATING ON THE UPPER CHATTOOGA RIVER.
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From: mtnsport70@yahoo.com


To: comments-southern-francismarion-sumter@fs.fed.us


cc: burch@gon.com


Subject: Save the Upper Chattooga River Comments
Date: 08/18/2008 04:56 PM


The following comments about saving the Upper Chattooga River were submitted via the Georgia Outdoor Network website at 
www.georgiaoutdoornetwork.org 


Name: Mark Stover
E-Mail Address: mtnsport70@yahoo.com
Address: 191 Double Brook Drive, 
City: Weaverville
State: North Carolina
Postal Code: 28787


Comments:
I support ALTERNATIVE 8 to allow access to all reaches of the Upper Chattooga.
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From: lantana47@hotmail.com


To: comments-southern-francismarion-sumter@fs.fed.us


cc: burch@gon.com


Subject: Save the Upper Chattooga River Comments
Date: 08/16/2008 01:26 PM


The following comments about saving the Upper Chattooga River were submitted via the Georgia Outdoor Network website at 
www.georgiaoutdoornetwork.org 


Name: Beverly Selph
E-Mail Address: lantana47@hotmail.com
Address: 215 Columbus Dr., 
City: Vidalia
State: Georgia
Postal Code: 30474


Comments:
Thank you for the time and effort you, the Forest Service, have spent in trying to appease everybody over the usage of 
the Chattooga River.  I have whitewater rafted on the lower river and have seen first hand the effects it has on the 
surrounding environment.  I feel that alternative #4 would be fair to everyone and yet maintain an area that fisherman, 
hikers, and campers can enjoy without the loud noise and crowds that whitewater rafting always seems somehow to 
emcompass.  Thank you.
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From: kfox38@knology.net


To: comments-southern-francismarion-sumter@fs.fed.us


cc: burch@gon.com


Subject: Save the Upper Chattooga River Comments
Date: 08/18/2008 08:40 AM


The following comments about saving the Upper Chattooga River were submitted via the Georgia Outdoor Network website at 
www.georgiaoutdoornetwork.org 


Name: Kevin Fox
E-Mail Address: kfox38@knology.net
Address: 907 Hunting Horn Way W, 
City: Evans
State: Georgia
Postal Code: 30809


Comments:
We must preserve this area, and keep current regulations in place. Allowing boat and/or vehicular traffic would greatly 
degrade the stream quality. This area is known for its natural beauty, and the fact that is is an ideal camping, 
hiking, and fishing  area. Allowing changes to this would impact those that enjoy it for the fact it is so natural and 
untouched.
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From: ledford_m@bellsouth.net


To: comments-southern-francismarion-sumter@fs.fed.us


cc: burch@gon.com


Subject: Save the Upper Chattooga River Comments
Date: 08/15/2008 05:17 PM


The following comments about saving the Upper Chattooga River were submitted via the Georgia Outdoor Network website at 
www.georgiaoutdoornetwork.org 


Name: Steven Ledford
E-Mail Address: ledford_m@bellsouth.net
Address: 44 Turtle Cove Trailway, 
City: Monticello
State: Georgia
Postal Code: 31064


Comments:
I enjoy trout fishing and agree that the area should be left the way it is. There are other places for rafting.  
Steven Ledford
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From: lee646@alltel.net


To: comments-southern-francismarion-sumter@fs.fed.us


cc: burch@gon.com


Subject: Save the Upper Chattooga River Comments
Date: 08/18/2008 05:15 PM


The following comments about saving the Upper Chattooga River were submitted via the Georgia Outdoor Network website at 
www.georgiaoutdoornetwork.org 


Name: Richard Lee
E-Mail Address: lee646@alltel.net
Address: 646 Lulaville Road, 
City: Fitzgerald
State: Georgia
Postal Code: 31750


Comments:
I support the conservation organizations and trout anglers. I support the preferred alternative (Alternative No. 4). 
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From: frankwood@bobwoodrealty.com


To: comments-southern-francismarion-sumter@fs.fed.us


cc: burch@gon.com


Subject: Save the Upper Chattooga River Comments
Date: 08/15/2008 02:45 PM


The following comments about saving the Upper Chattooga River were submitted via the Georgia Outdoor Network website at 
www.georgiaoutdoornetwork.org 


Name: Frank Wood
E-Mail Address: frankwood@bobwoodrealty.com
Address: 2547 Bailey Drive, 
City: Norcross
State: Georgia
Postal Code: 30071


Comments:
Please don't ruin a good thing by excessive boat traffic.



mailto:frankwood@bobwoodrealty.com

mailto:comments-southern-francismarion-sumter@fs.fed.us

mailto:burch@gon.com






From: frankwood@bobwoodrealty.com


To: comments-southern-francismarion-sumter@fs.fed.us


cc: burch@gon.com


Subject: Save the Upper Chattooga River Comments
Date: 08/15/2008 02:45 PM


The following comments about saving the Upper Chattooga River were submitted via the Georgia Outdoor Network website at 
www.georgiaoutdoornetwork.org 


Name: Frank Wood
E-Mail Address: frankwood@bobwoodrealty.com
Address: 2547 Bailey Drive, 
City: Norcross
State: Georgia
Postal Code: 30071


Comments:
Please don't ruin a good thing by excessive boat traffic.
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From: KDoby2149@gmail.com


To: comments-southern-francismarion-sumter@fs.fed.us


cc: burch@gon.com


Subject: Save the Upper Chattooga River Comments
Date: 08/18/2008 08:42 AM


The following comments about saving the Upper Chattooga River were submitted via the Georgia Outdoor Network website at 
www.georgiaoutdoornetwork.org 


Name: Kenneth Doby
E-Mail Address: KDoby2149@gmail.com
Address: 2149 Mize Road, 
City: Toccoa
State: Georgia
Postal Code: 30577


Comments:
There are places in this great state of ours that is set aside for whitewater boaters, and the Chattooga River is not 
and should not be part of this.  Although whitewater boating is fun and some people see it as an adventure, they should 
also remember that we  have some of the most beautiful natural resources in this great country.  If this is allowed it 
would and will have negative impact on the wildlife conservation and the beautiful natural resources of this area.  
Please do not allow this to happen.  If you do what will our children and our children's children have to enjoy when we 
are gone.
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From: RayVonnoh@bellsouth.net


To: comments-southern-francismarion-sumter@fs.fed.us


cc: burch@gon.com


Subject: Save the Upper Chattooga River Comments
Date: 08/16/2008 01:27 PM


The following comments about saving the Upper Chattooga River were submitted via the Georgia Outdoor Network website at 
www.georgiaoutdoornetwork.org 


Name: Ray  Vonnoh
E-Mail Address: RayVonnoh@bellsouth.net
Address: 86476 Cardinal Road, 
City: Yulee
State: Florida
Postal Code: 32097


Comments:
Please retain the current zoning for the upper Chattooga River to protect the efforts conservationists have made to 
have this premier part of nature for hiking, camping, and superb trout fishing.  I oppose boats from having access, for 
which purposes are probably tourist attraction.  As for Alternative No. 4,  you are only opening the door for boating, 
forget it, or paradise will end up looking the St. Johns' River hear in Florida..
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From: macelectric@windstream.net


To: comments-southern-francismarion-sumter@fs.fed.us


cc: burch@gon.com


Subject: Save the Upper Chattooga River Comments
Date: 08/15/2008 05:20 PM


The following comments about saving the Upper Chattooga River were submitted via the Georgia Outdoor Network website at 
www.georgiaoutdoornetwork.org 


Name: Michael Cox
E-Mail Address: macelectric@windstream.net
Address: 59 Jason Pond Way, 
City: Jefferson
State: Georgia
Postal Code: 30549


Comments:
I agree with the proposed Dec. - Feb. which would allow limited access for boaters. It doesn't seem that is enough for 
the boaters that are fighting this. 
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From: lanija@yahoo.com


To: comments-southern-francismarion-sumter@fs.fed.us


cc: burch@gon.com


Subject: Save the Upper Chattooga River Comments
Date: 08/18/2008 05:16 PM


The following comments about saving the Upper Chattooga River were submitted via the Georgia Outdoor Network website at 
www.georgiaoutdoornetwork.org 


Name: Lani Anderson
E-Mail Address: lanija@yahoo.com
Address: 6514 Dobbins Bridge Road, 
City: Anderson
State: South Carolina
Postal Code: 29626-5709


Comments:
Dear Sumter National Forest,


 
I am Lani Anderson from Anderson SC and have been visiting and using the Chattooga River area as a hiker, camper, 
paddler and biker since 1983.  My two sons, Ian and Dylan have been coming to the area with me and my husband for over 
a decade now.


I have been extremely disappointed to see the vast overuse, lack of workable management plan and the degradation of the 
environment for many years now.  Most recently when my family hiked in from Burrell’s Ford to explore a possible 
backpacking trip for the Boy Scouts, the amount of trash including beer cans, bottles, toilet paper, fire pits and 
other debris and condition of the trails and camping area’s were terrible.  We lost the trail several times due to the 
numerous fishing and camping side trails.  The few sign-in points for non-boating users were in such bad shape it was 
clear they had not been usable for years.  Most disturbing, I was cautioned by several locals that camping at the river 
near road access could result in my family being subjected to loud drunken parties and even gunfire.


 
I have also been involved in the management/user/paddler access issues for over a decade and have reviewed the 
Environmental Assessment regarding the recreational management of the Chattooga River.  I disagree with your analysis 
and your proposal.  It is clear to me that your past policies have failed and that to suggest that keeping paddlers out 
of the area will maintain the current tranquility and beauty of the area is absurd.  I don’t consider trash, overuse, 
erosion, public drunkenness and possible gunfire acceptable.


It is very clear that you continue to fail to consider that public land should be available to the public and not just 
non-boaters and that there has to be some control over use by all users.  I hate to consider what the area will look 
like in 10 years if you continue unrestricted access by the current allowed users as in your most recent proposal.


 
Please consider the following concerns I have regarding these issues:


 
•       The USFS has spent thirteen years searching for a reason to limit paddling on the Chattooga and has found 
none.  It is time to open the river to boating. 


•       The EA is not a user capacity analysis and does not reference one.  The American Whitewater appeal decision 
required a user capacity analysis.  Where is it? My visits to the area over the past decade make it clear that there 
were no real attempts to measure current use other than boaters.


•       The EA and preferred alternative are not equitable or protective of the river because they considers boating to 
be the only management variable, while other larger more impactful uses are not seriously considered for limits.  How 
much more abuse by the current unrestricted and unlimited users can the area withstand?


•       The USFS preferred alternative includes a total ban on 2/3 of the upper river, a ban on tributary boating, and 
allows only 0-6 days of limited boating on the remaining reach – while allowing all other wilderness conforming 
existing uses in unlimited numbers. This is not only inequitable but the area cannot withstand the current abuse much 
longer!   


•       The EA offers no basis for the boating bans and limits 


•       The 450 CFS average daily flow trigger in the preferred alternative is a flawed measure that should be 
eliminated from any considerations. There is no way a paddler can know this number and will be an expensive impossible 
administrative burden for the agency.  


•       Paddlers prefer an alternative similar to Alternative 8 that 1) fully allows boating on the entire Chattooga 
River below Grimshawes Bridge, 2) allows paddling on tributaries, 3) includes encounter standards based on a real user 
capacity analysis, 4) will equitably limit total use only when encounter standards are consistently exceeded, and 5) 
will do so using all available indirect measures first. 


•       The public should have the right to float on public Wild and Scenic Rivers regardless of who owns the land 
along the river. 


•       All aspects of the “Outstanding Remarkable Values” of Wild and Scenic Rivers should be protected on the entire 
river, not just in some areas. 


  
Thank you for considering these comments.  Please consider conducting a real user capacity analysis and immediately 
allowing boating in the same numbers, places, and seasons that you allow existing users.  Paddling should be allowed in 
a similar manner to your alternative number 8, except on the entire Upper Chattooga River and its tributaries.
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Thank you for considering these comments,


 
Sincerely


 


Lani Anderson
6514 Dobbins Bridge Road
Anderson, SC 29626-5709








From: cptjlowe@hotmail.com


To: comments-southern-francismarion-sumter@fs.fed.us


cc: burch@gon.com


Subject: Save the Upper Chattooga River Comments
Date: 08/18/2008 09:22 AM


The following comments about saving the Upper Chattooga River were submitted via the Georgia Outdoor Network website at 
www.georgiaoutdoornetwork.org 


Name: John Lowe
E-Mail Address: cptjlowe@hotmail.com
Address: 590 South Alexander Creek Road, 
City: Newnan
State: Georgia
Postal Code: 30263


Comments:
Please continue to allow only foot travel in the river corridor. This zoning has made the river a premier destination 
for hiking, camping and trout fishing. Boater access would destroy this. There are far to few wild places left in the 
eastern U.S. Boaters have plenty of other rivers to use.
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From: robby777@juno.com


To: comments-southern-francismarion-sumter@fs.fed.us


cc: burch@gon.com


Subject: Save the Upper Chattooga River Comments
Date: 08/18/2008 05:22 PM


The following comments about saving the Upper Chattooga River were submitted via the Georgia Outdoor Network website at 
www.georgiaoutdoornetwork.org 


Name: Dr. Robby Hansen
E-Mail Address: robby777@juno.com
Address: 3850 Imaginary Rd, 
City: Tallahassee
State: Florida
Postal Code: 32309


Comments:
August 18, 2008


Dear Forest Service Representative:


Although it is not a perfect plan, I would support implementation of  
Alternative 8. It fairly and equitably places all environmentally  
friendly user groups on the same footing, while establishing a few  
extra protections to the environment. I would urge the Forest Service  
to make use of the "adaptive management" approach, in Alternative 8,  
to further protect the environment in the ways I have outlined below.


First and foremost, the Forest Service must:


1)  Eliminate all road side parking within 1/4 mile of all bridges.  
Not just create an additional parking area a distance from the bridge.
2)  Permanently close user created trails. A few well "designed" and  
well used trails could be converted to sanctioned Forest Service trails.
3)  Establish a fair and equitable permitting system for all Upper  
Chattooga users. The data collected will help establish future use and  
limits guidelines.
4)  Close the fish hatchery that is responsible for polluting the East  
Fork of the Chattooga River.
5)  Stock only native fish in the river.
6)  Restrict or rotate river access to anglers, allowing the stream  
beds and banks to recuperate from trampling.
7)  Restrict or rotate campsite use, allowing areas to recuperate from  
over use.
8)  Ban camping within 1/2 mile of all bridges or roads.
9)  Close a couple of bridges and/or roads to create a more remote  
wilderness corridor.
10)  Complete a true user capacity analysis and impact study for all  
user groups.
11)  Allow equitable access to all environmentally friendly user  
groups based on impact studies.
12)  Put the protection and restoration of the environment above all  
uses and user groups. The "Outstanding and Remarkable" quality of the  
Upper Chattooga is not artificially created fishing, it is the  
breathtaking wilderness.


Sincerely,
Dr. Robby Hansen
3850 Imaginary Rd
Tallahassee, Fl 32309
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From: huntinwhitetails@cox.net


To: comments-southern-francismarion-sumter@fs.fed.us


cc: burch@gon.com


Subject: Save the Upper Chattooga River Comments
Date: 08/16/2008 01:34 PM


The following comments about saving the Upper Chattooga River were submitted via the Georgia Outdoor Network website at 
www.georgiaoutdoornetwork.org 


Name: Chad Carden
E-Mail Address: huntinwhitetails@cox.net
Address: 142 Baker Road, 
City: Macon
State: Georgia
Postal Code: 31211


Comments:
I just wanted to voice my opposition to the proposed whitewater rafting in the upper Chattooga River.  I have hunted 
and fished in Georgia for over 30 years now and have had the pleasure of fly fishing in many of North Georgia's streams 
and rivers including the Chattooga.  Over the years I have watched great hunting and fishing spots ruined by 
commercialization including tubing and rafting in many of the aforementioned streams and rivers.  It's time to begin 
saving these lands and waters for those of us who enjoy fishing, hunting and hiking.  Please take this into 
consideration, after all, us hunters and fishermen are your greatest source for conservation.
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From: dterhune@mac.com


To: comments-southern-francismarion-sumter@fs.fed.us


cc: burch@gon.com


Subject: Save the Upper Chattooga River Comments
Date: 08/15/2008 05:20 PM


The following comments about saving the Upper Chattooga River were submitted via the Georgia Outdoor Network website at 
www.georgiaoutdoornetwork.org 


Name: David Terhune
E-Mail Address: dterhune@mac.com
Address: 509 Mill Pond Ct., 
City: Smyrna
State: Georgia
Postal Code: 30082


Comments:
Please don't allow boaters on the upper Chattooga River.  Boater access would ruin some of the wilderness and habitat 
along the river which in turn would keep the purists away.  There are enough rivers with boater access, please keep 
this one for those who want to enjoy nature in its natural state.  thanks  
Dave Terhune
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From: bboree@skcfilms.com


To: comments-southern-francismarion-sumter@fs.fed.us


cc: burch@gon.com


Subject: Save the Upper Chattooga River Comments
Date: 08/15/2008 02:46 PM


The following comments about saving the Upper Chattooga River were submitted via the Georgia Outdoor Network website at 
www.georgiaoutdoornetwork.org 


Name: Brian  Boree
E-Mail Address: bboree@skcfilms.com
Address: 270 Newton Ridge Dr, 
City: Covington
State: Georgia
Postal Code: 30014


Comments:
The upper Chattooga river area is one of the few remaining areas where one can actually get away from it all. I would 
encourage you to leave the area as it presently is, and only allow foot traffic. By opening the area up for more access 
ruins this rare opportunity and only creates more of a head ache for the upkeep of the area, all while ruining this 
natural area. 
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From: swoodall@amerimaxbp.com


To: comments-southern-francismarion-sumter@fs.fed.us


cc: burch@gon.com


Subject: Save the Upper Chattooga River Comments
Date: 08/18/2008 09:26 AM


The following comments about saving the Upper Chattooga River were submitted via the Georgia Outdoor Network website at 
www.georgiaoutdoornetwork.org 


Name: Scott Woodall
E-Mail Address: swoodall@amerimaxbp.com
Address: P.O. Box 34, 
City: Omega
State: Georgia
Postal Code: 31775


Comments:
Why would we just sit down again and let people run over everything that God has created in Nature. This is a beautiful 
place for Families to go and enjoy the beauty that God as created. When I was a child back in my younger teen years I 
lived in Acworth, GA. Every summer I would go up to Dalton and spend the summer with My Aunt an Uncle and their 
children. My Uncle would all ways take us over to the Chattooga River and we would do some Trout fishing. Some weekends 
we would camp out  fished and hike. My uncle and his family still live up that way and still go over to the River 
fishing. It's harder for me to get up that way as much anymore with my family. But I have taken them up there a few 
times and my children love it because it is so peaceful. We need to think more about what is trying to happen here 
before we go and make this harsh decision. Leave nature to it's self we already have enough places for White Water 
Boating. Way go and destroy another place of Beauty Created!
  by God.
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From: andynwtf@bellsouth.net


To: comments-southern-francismarion-sumter@fs.fed.us


cc: burch@gon.com


Subject: Save the Upper Chattooga River Comments
Date: 08/18/2008 05:30 PM


The following comments about saving the Upper Chattooga River were submitted via the Georgia Outdoor Network website at 
www.georgiaoutdoornetwork.org 


Name: Andy  Ivey
E-Mail Address: andynwtf@bellsouth.net
Address: 176 Providence Rd., 
City: Fayetteville
State: Georgia
Postal Code: 30215


Comments:
As a frequent visitor to the Rabun County area and the Chattooga River, I am completely opposed to opening the upper 
stretch of the river to boating. I have experienced the frustration of fishing other waterways that allow rafts and 
kayaks, whose operators seem to view it as their duty to litter the stream with their trash, apparently unneeded 
clothing, and and discarded flotsam. I have experienced their complete disrespect for the other users of the waterway, 
and would like to avoid this rude and unpleasant behavior at all costs. This is one of the last good wild places in 
north Georgia, and the effort it requires to walk in is what keeps it special and mostly unspoiled.  Not all whitewater 
enthusiasts match the above description, and I have been known to ride the Ocoee myself on occasion, but a healthy 
percentage of boaters I have seen exhibit tremendous disregard for the environment they float by, and will make it 
untenable for those of us willing to take the time to enjo!
 y the gifts this mostly undisturbed area provides.


Please keep this area just as it is, a little oasis of nature that takes a little effort to enjoy.


Sincerely,


Andy Ivey
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From: sally@ballgroundah.com


To: comments-southern-francismarion-sumter@fs.fed.us


cc: burch@gon.com


Subject: Save the Upper Chattooga River Comments
Date: 08/16/2008 01:55 PM


The following comments about saving the Upper Chattooga River were submitted via the Georgia Outdoor Network website at 
www.georgiaoutdoornetwork.org 


Name: Sally Gerlach
E-Mail Address: sally@ballgroundah.com
Address: 101 Civic Dr, 
City: Ball Ground
State: Georgia
Postal Code: 30107


Comments:
Please do not open the upper stretches of the Chattahoochee for white water boating.  Once this is destroyed, there is 
no turning back.  Thank you.
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From: wdvdsmrt@bellsouth.net


To: comments-southern-francismarion-sumter@fs.fed.us


cc: burch@gon.com


Subject: Save the Upper Chattooga River Comments
Date: 08/15/2008 05:26 PM


The following comments about saving the Upper Chattooga River were submitted via the Georgia Outdoor Network website at 
www.georgiaoutdoornetwork.org 


Name: David Wade
E-Mail Address: wdvdsmrt@bellsouth.net
Address: 3509 Cook Rd., 
City: Loganville
State: Georgia
Postal Code: 30052


Comments:
Please keep the Chattooga River as a foot travel only river.
I believe added boat traffic will do more harm to the watershed and fish population. Thank you for allowing me to voice 
my comments on the matter. David Wade
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From: scoost@comcast.net


To: comments-southern-francismarion-sumter@fs.fed.us


cc: burch@gon.com


Subject: Save the Upper Chattooga River Comments
Date: 08/15/2008 02:46 PM


The following comments about saving the Upper Chattooga River were submitted via the Georgia Outdoor Network website at 
www.georgiaoutdoornetwork.org 


Name: Scott Osteen
E-Mail Address: scoost@comcast.net
Address: 226 Juniper Way, 
City: Jupiter
State: Florida
Postal Code: 33458


Comments:
Please leave the upper Chatooga River for hiking,fishing and camping only. I grew up when my grandparents lived in 
Clayton and always visited Bulls Sluese and rafted down sections 3and 4. 
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From: tmichael@wobenterprises.com


To: comments-southern-francismarion-sumter@fs.fed.us


cc: burch@gon.com


Subject: Save the Upper Chattooga River Comments
Date: 08/18/2008 09:30 AM


The following comments about saving the Upper Chattooga River were submitted via the Georgia Outdoor Network website at 
www.georgiaoutdoornetwork.org 


Name: Tony Michael
E-Mail Address: tmichael@wobenterprises.com
Address: 1206 Woodvale Drive, 
City: Mount Juliet
State: Tennessee
Postal Code: 37122


Comments:
This river is not for boaters. Move on to something else. Thanks Tony
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From: hkacpa@yahoo.com


To: comments-southern-francismarion-sumter@fs.fed.us


cc: burch@gon.com


Subject: Save the Upper Chattooga River Comments
Date: 08/18/2008 05:43 PM


The following comments about saving the Upper Chattooga River were submitted via the Georgia Outdoor Network website at 
www.georgiaoutdoornetwork.org 


Name: H. Kyle Anderson
E-Mail Address: hkacpa@yahoo.com
Address: 6514 Dobbins Bridge Road, 
City: Anderson
State: South Carolina
Postal Code: 29626-5709


Comments:
Dear Sumter National Forest,


 
I am Kyle Anderson from Anderson SC and have been visiting and using the Chattooga River area since 1976. 


I have been extremely disappointed to see the vast overuse, lack of workable management plan and the degradation of the 
environment for many years now.  Most recently when my family hiked in from Burrell’s Ford to explore a possible 
backpacking trip for the Boy Scouts, the amount of trash including beer cans, bottles, toilet paper, fire pits and 
other debris and condition of the trails and camping area’s were terrible.  We lost the trail several times due to the 
numerous fishing and camping side trails.  The few sign-in points for non-boating users were in such bad shape it was 
clear they had not been usable for years.  Most disturbing, I was cautioned by several locals that camping at the river 
near road access could result in my family being subjected to loud drunken parties and even gunfire.


 
The Forest Service has completely failed to complete studies on all user groups. Boating is viewed as the only variable 
in all management plan alternatives. When in fact, there are larger, more environmentally damaging user groups that are 
not considered for limits and/or restrictions. It's only with quality impact studies that the Forest Service may 
equitably reduce the impact of all user groups and therefore, protect and restore its natural wonders.


 
First and foremost, the Forest Service must:


 
•       Permanently close user created trails. A few well "designed" and well used trails could be converted to 
sanctioned Forest Service trails.
•       Establish a fair and equitable permitting system for all Upper Chattooga users. The data collected will help 
establish future use and limits guidelines.
•       Restrict and rotate river access to anglers, allowing the stream beds and banks to recuperate from trampling.
•       Restrict and rotate campsite use, allowing areas to recuperate from over use.
•       Ban camping within 1/2 mile of all bridges or roads.
•       Allow all user groups, including boaters, access to the entire upper Chattooga area.  There is no legal basis 
for excluding a group of users based on your current study or results of your management plan for the last 30 years.


  
Thank you for considering these comments.  


Sincerely


 


H. Kyle Anderson, CMA, CPA
6514 Dobbins Bridge Road
Anderson, SC 29626-5709
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From: lbbutler175@yahoo.com


To: comments-southern-francismarion-sumter@fs.fed.us


cc: burch@gon.com


Subject: Save the Upper Chattooga River Comments
Date: 08/16/2008 03:53 PM


The following comments about saving the Upper Chattooga River were submitted via the Georgia Outdoor Network website at 
www.georgiaoutdoornetwork.org 


Name: Lee Butler
E-Mail Address: lbbutler175@yahoo.com
Address: 108 Blackwater Way , 
City: Springfield
State: Georgia
Postal Code: 31329


Comments:
Whitewater boating organizations are seeking access to the river, which would ruin the wild and secluded feel of the 
river while degrading stream quality and trout angling opportunities.
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From: deafam44@bellsouth.net


To: comments-southern-francismarion-sumter@fs.fed.us


cc: burch@gon.com


Subject: Save the Upper Chattooga River Comments
Date: 08/15/2008 05:50 PM


The following comments about saving the Upper Chattooga River were submitted via the Georgia Outdoor Network website at 
www.georgiaoutdoornetwork.org 


Name: Blake Samuels
E-Mail Address: deafam44@bellsouth.net
Address: 3938 Celtic Court, 
City: Gainesville
State: Georgia
Postal Code: 30507


Comments:
I will support the measure that would only allow the boaters to use the river during certain times of the year, that is 
the only way that would allow everyone to enjoy the river. 
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From: doc_bo1@bellsouth.net


To: comments-southern-francismarion-sumter@fs.fed.us


cc: burch@gon.com


Subject: Save the Upper Chattooga River Comments
Date: 08/15/2008 02:47 PM


The following comments about saving the Upper Chattooga River were submitted via the Georgia Outdoor Network website at 
www.georgiaoutdoornetwork.org 


Name: Bo Curles
E-Mail Address: doc_bo1@bellsouth.net
Address: 3539 MILL POND ROAD, 
City: PELHAM
State: Georgia
Postal Code: 31779


Comments:
Please leave the upper Chattooga river usage rules as they are currently to exclude the use of white water rafters as 
to help preserve the wilderness/fish habitat
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From: Gary@bellsouth.net


To: comments-southern-francismarion-sumter@fs.fed.us


cc: burch@gon.com


Subject: Save the Upper Chattooga River Comments
Date: 08/16/2008 05:04 PM


The following comments about saving the Upper Chattooga River were submitted via the Georgia Outdoor Network website at 
www.georgiaoutdoornetwork.org 


Name: Gary  Zimmerman Sr
E-Mail Address: Gary@bellsouth.net
Address: 575 Lakemont Ct, 
City: Roswell
State: Georgia
Postal Code: 30075


Comments:
I am in favor of alterative # 4 The forest Service has done a great job so far protecting our river. Gary Z
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From: littlemann42@yahoo.com


To: comments-southern-francismarion-sumter@fs.fed.us


cc: burch@gon.com


Subject: Save the Upper Chattooga River Comments
Date: 08/15/2008 06:04 PM


The following comments about saving the Upper Chattooga River were submitted via the Georgia Outdoor Network website at 
www.georgiaoutdoornetwork.org 


Name: Alan  Sherrill
E-Mail Address: littlemann42@yahoo.com
Address: 543 Hightower Trail, 
City: Oxford
State: Georgia
Postal Code: 30054


Comments:
I am concerned with the proposed usage plan to open the Chattooga River to White Water boating.  While the river is set 
in the mountains and should be enjoyed by all,  too much traffic will compromise the natural setting.  We all know what 
happens to an area when too much traffic is allowed in areas.  Litter, both in the water and on banks of the river.  
Just look at most if not all of the existing lakes and rivers that have abundant traffic.  Not to mention when the 
water levels are too low to raft, tube or boat,  folks will look at the US Forest Service to correct the problem nature 
throws at them.  Also, with the state and federal budget cuts coming, how many agents, if any, will there be to police 
the area.  Maybe several at first, then little or no presence of law enforncement at all.  


Thanks, Alan Sherrill



mailto:littlemann42@yahoo.com

mailto:comments-southern-francismarion-sumter@fs.fed.us

mailto:burch@gon.com






From: scott_martin@hines.com


To: comments-southern-francismarion-sumter@fs.fed.us


cc: burch@gon.com


Subject: Save the Upper Chattooga River Comments
Date: 08/15/2008 02:49 PM


The following comments about saving the Upper Chattooga River were submitted via the Georgia Outdoor Network website at 
www.georgiaoutdoornetwork.org 


Name: Scott Martin
E-Mail Address: scott_martin@hines.com
Address: 2709 Northbrook Drive, 
City: Atlanta
State: Georgia
Postal Code: 30340


Comments:
I am 42 years old, and have rafted the Chattooga River many times in my life.  I have also hiked the Chattooga River 
Trail, and find this area to be a beautiful hidden sanctuary.  I certainly support the existing rafting operations and 
desire that they maintain their current accessibility to the River, but do not see why the zoning should be modified to 
allow boating access further north than the current limitations on the Chattooga River.  Commercial rafting operations 
have ample room based upon my experiences, and not modifying the current zoning will leave the upper portions of the 
River for primarily hikers / fishermen access.  I love our outdoors, but believe there are areas that need to be 
preserved for limited access, minimizing the impact that increased commercial access will have.  We need sanctuaries 
like this.  It is good for people, and good for the environment.  Please do not modify the zoning.    
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From: kayakpirate@aol.com


To: comments-southern-francismarion-sumter@fs.fed.us


cc: burch@gon.com


Subject: Save the Upper Chattooga River Comments
Date: 08/18/2008 09:36 AM


The following comments about saving the Upper Chattooga River were submitted via the Georgia Outdoor Network website at 
www.georgiaoutdoornetwork.org 


Name: David Manley
E-Mail Address: kayakpirate@aol.com
Address: 120 Diana Rd, 
City: Gilbert
State: South Carolina
Postal Code: 29054


Comments:
I just want to take a few moments and re-express my desires to open up the Upper Chattooga to whitewater paddlers.  It 
seems that a minority of people are afraid they will lose their tax payer supported personal playground if boaters are 
allowed to enjoy the same area of nature they do.  We can get along.  The impact from recreatoinal baoting is 
negligible.  Please free the Upper Chattooga for all outdoor enthuisiast.


David Manley 
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From: mandyooo@hotmail.com


To: comments-southern-francismarion-sumter@fs.fed.us


cc: burch@gon.com


Subject: Save the Upper Chattooga River Comments
Date: 08/18/2008 05:44 PM


The following comments about saving the Upper Chattooga River were submitted via the Georgia Outdoor Network website at 
www.georgiaoutdoornetwork.org 


Name: Amanda Odum
E-Mail Address: mandyooo@hotmail.com
Address: 145 Arborgate Circle, 
City: Columbia
State: South Carolina
Postal Code: 29212


Comments:


 


 


 
Dear Sir,


 
I would like to comment on the recently released Upper Chattooga Environmental Assessment and proposed management plan, 
alternative #4.


 
It is clear that the Upper Chattooga is under increasing pressure from visitors, and concessions must be made to 
protect all of its "outstanding and remarkable" qualities. I feel, with alternative #4, the Forest Service has not gone 
far enough to protect the Upper Chattooga and has restricted boating without justification.


 
The Forest Service not only needs to conduct a proper impact study of boating in the Upper Chattooga, it must also 
conduct similar studies on all other user groups. Boating is viewed as the only variable in all management plan 
alternatives. When in fact, there are larger, more impactful user groups that are not considered for limits and/or 
restrictions. It's only with quality impact studies that the Forest Service may equitably reduce the impact of all user 
groups and therefore, protect and restore its natural wonders.


 
First and foremost, the Forest Service must:


 
1)  Eliminate all road side parking within 1/4 mile of all bridges. Not just create an additional parking area a 
distance from the bridge.
2)  Permanently close user created trails. A few well "designed" and well used trails could be converted to sanctioned 
Forest Service trails.
3)  Establish a fair and equitable permitting system for all Upper Chattooga users. The data collected will help 
establish future use and limits guidelines.
4)  Close the fish hatchery that is responsible for polluting the East Fork of the Chattooga River.
5)  Stock only native fish in the river.
6)  Restrict or rotate river access to anglers, allowing the stream beds and banks to recuperate from trampling.
7)  Restrict or rotate campsite use, allowing areas to recuperate from over use.
8)  Ban camping within 1/2 mile of all bridges or roads.
9)  Close a couple of bridges and/or roads to create a more remote wilderness corridor.
10)  Complete a true user capacity analysis and impact study for all user groups.
11)  Allow equitable access to all environmentally friendly user groups based on impact studies.
12)  Put the protection and restoration of the environment above all uses and user groups. The "Outstanding and 
Remarkable" quality of the Upper Chattooga is not artificially created fishing, it is the breathtaking wilderness.


 
Although it is not a perfect plan, I would support implementation of Alternative 8. It fairly and equitably places all 
environmentally friendly user groups on the same footing, while establishing a few extra protections to the 
environment. I would urge the Forest Service to make use of the "adaptive management" approach, in Alternative 8, to 
further protect the environment in the ways I have outlined above.


 
Thank You


 
 Mandy Odum
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From: tim@tmag2.com


To: comments-southern-francismarion-sumter@fs.fed.us


cc: burch@gon.com


Subject: Save the Upper Chattooga River Comments
Date: 08/18/2008 09:39 AM


The following comments about saving the Upper Chattooga River were submitted via the Georgia Outdoor Network website at 
www.georgiaoutdoornetwork.org 


Name: Tim Money
E-Mail Address: tim@tmag2.com
Address: 2101 Brookstone Centre Parkway, Suite 200
City: Columbus
State: Georgia
Postal Code: 31904


Comments:
Please don't open the upper Chatooga river to whitewater rafting. A raft traveling at high speed with screaming humans 
is hardly a way to experience the rare beauty, wildness and tranquillity that a treasure such as the Chattooga offers. 
This resource must be protected from such invasive and commercialized activity, all in the name of a cool thrill on a 
hot summer day. This river is special in ways that will never be realized by patrons of a river raft company. Don't do 
it. Choose alternative #4 or call me and I will help you determine how to appease the thrill seekers.
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From: zfeldman@gmail.com


To: comments-southern-francismarion-sumter@fs.fed.us


cc: burch@gon.com


Subject: Save the Upper Chattooga River Comments
Date: 08/18/2008 05:45 PM


The following comments about saving the Upper Chattooga River were submitted via the Georgia Outdoor Network website at 
www.georgiaoutdoornetwork.org 


Name: Zachary Feldman
E-Mail Address: zfeldman@gmail.com
Address: 219 N Elm St, 
City: Little Rock
State: Arkansas
Postal Code: 72205


Comments:
Dear Sir,


 
I would like to comment on the recently released Upper Chattooga Environmental Assessment and proposed management plan, 
alternative #4.


 
It is clear that the Upper Chattooga is under increasing pressure from visitors, and concessions must be made to 
protect all of its "outstanding and remarkable" qualities. I feel, with alternative #4, the Forest Service has not gone 
far enough to protect the Upper Chattooga and has restricted boating without justification.


 
The Forest Service not only needs to conduct a proper impact study of boating in the Upper Chattooga, it must also 
conduct similar studies on all other user groups. Boating is viewed as the only variable in all management plan 
alternatives. When in fact, there are larger, more impactful user groups that are not considered for limits and/or 
restrictions. It's only with quality impact studies that the Forest Service may equitably reduce the impact of all user 
groups and therefore, protect and restore its natural wonders.


 
First and foremost, the Forest Service must:


 
1)  Eliminate all road side parking within 1/4 mile of all bridges. Not just create an additional parking area a 
distance from the bridge.
2)  Permanently close user created trails. A few well "designed" and well used trails could be converted to sanctioned 
Forest Service trails.
3)  Establish a fair and equitable permitting system for all Upper Chattooga users. The data collected will help 
establish future use and limits guidelines.
4)  Close the fish hatchery that is responsible for polluting the East Fork of the Chattooga River.
5)  Stock only native fish in the river.
6)  Restrict or rotate river access to anglers, allowing the stream beds and banks to recuperate from trampling.
7)  Restrict or rotate campsite use, allowing areas to recuperate from over use.
8)  Ban camping within 1/2 mile of all bridges or roads.
9)  Close a couple of bridges and/or roads to create a more remote wilderness corridor.
10)  Complete a true user capacity analysis and impact study for all user groups.
11)  Allow equitable access to all environmentally friendly user groups based on impact studies.
12)  Put the protection and restoration of the environment above all uses and user groups. The "Outstanding and 
Remarkable" quality of the Upper Chattooga is not artificially created fishing, it is the breathtaking wilderness.


 
Although it is not a perfect plan, I would support implementation of Alternative 8. It fairly and equitably places all 
environmentally friendly user groups on the same footing, while establishing a few extra protections to the 
environment. I would urge the Forest Service to make use of the "adaptive management" approach, in Alternative 8, to 
further protect the environment in the ways I have outlined above.


 
Thank You
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From: Stevengi2@bellsouth.net


To: comments-southern-francismarion-sumter@fs.fed.us


cc: burch@gon.com


Subject: Save the Upper Chattooga River Comments
Date: 08/16/2008 05:04 PM


The following comments about saving the Upper Chattooga River were submitted via the Georgia Outdoor Network website at 
www.georgiaoutdoornetwork.org 


Name: Steven Roberts
E-Mail Address: Stevengi2@bellsouth.net
Address: 5024 Cromartie Rd, 
City: Gillsville
State: Georgia
Postal Code: 30543


Comments:
Tubing business causes enough trash and erosion on the banks of the river!!! This would just cause more,stop the tubing 
business & don't let there be any whitewater boating!!!!!!
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From: joeandalyce@msn.com


To: comments-southern-francismarion-sumter@fs.fed.us


cc: burch@gon.com


Subject: Save the Upper Chattooga River Comments
Date: 08/15/2008 06:07 PM


The following comments about saving the Upper Chattooga River were submitted via the Georgia Outdoor Network website at 
www.georgiaoutdoornetwork.org 


Name: Joe McCroan
E-Mail Address: joeandalyce@msn.com
Address: 1386 Willow Oaks Drive, 
City: Ozark
State: Alabama
Postal Code: 36360


Comments:
Too many of our pristine preserves are encroached upon by irresponsible operators. Open the area to boats and what 
next? Dirt bikes! Four wheelers! Four wheel drive trucks! 


NO! Let's keep at least a few areas free of all mechanized contraptions. 
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From: gary.mason@comcast.net


To: comments-southern-francismarion-sumter@fs.fed.us


cc: burch@gon.com


Subject: Save the Upper Chattooga River Comments
Date: 08/15/2008 02:52 PM


The following comments about saving the Upper Chattooga River were submitted via the Georgia Outdoor Network website at 
www.georgiaoutdoornetwork.org 


Name: Gary Mason
E-Mail Address: gary.mason@comcast.net
Address: 81 Homestead Drive, 
City: Dallas
State: Georgia
Postal Code: 30157


Comments:
Allow only foot traffic in the upper Chattooga corridor.
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From: mls1512@netscape.net


To: comments-southern-francismarion-sumter@fs.fed.us


cc: burch@gon.com


Subject: Save the Upper Chattooga River Comments
Date: 08/18/2008 05:53 PM


The following comments about saving the Upper Chattooga River were submitted via the Georgia Outdoor Network website at 
www.georgiaoutdoornetwork.org 


Name: Michael  Smith
E-Mail Address: mls1512@netscape.net
Address: 3352 Valley Park Dr., 
City: Birmingham
State: Alabama
Postal Code: 35243


Comments:
I support option 8. 


A fisherman, boater, and proponant for native trout.
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From: EvanM4677@gmail.com


To: comments-southern-francismarion-sumter@fs.fed.us


cc: burch@gon.com


Subject: Save the Upper Chattooga River Comments
Date: 08/18/2008 09:39 AM


The following comments about saving the Upper Chattooga River were submitted via the Georgia Outdoor Network website at 
www.georgiaoutdoornetwork.org 


Name: Evan Maxwell
E-Mail Address: EvanM4677@gmail.com
Address: 23 Not Available, 
City: Atlanta
State: Georgia
Postal Code: 30360


Comments:
Dear Georgia Outdoor News and Forest Service,


My name is Evan Maxwell. I am 8 years old. I have been kayaking for 4 years. This year I learned to roll my kayak. I 
have an on and off side roll and I can hand roll my kayak sometimes. I like kayaking. 


My dad said we can’t kayak the Upper Chattooga because the fisherman won’t let us. My dad spends a lot of time writing 
letters about the Upper Chattooga. He helped me write this letter.


I don’t understand why the fisherman won’t let us kayak the Upper Chattooga. It’s not fair. My dad said I should tell 
you to stop the fisherman from fishing there. If they like fishing as much as I like kayaking, that would be mean. I 
would like to kayak the Upper Chattooga when I get good at kayaking. 


When you decide the rules you want for the Upper Chattooga, please make them fair for everyone. I like Alternative 8. 
It is fair for everyone.


Thank You


Evan Maxwell 
Atlanta, GA
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From: Gary@bellsouth.net


To: comments-southern-francismarion-sumter@fs.fed.us


cc: burch@gon.com


Subject: Save the Upper Chattooga River Comments
Date: 08/16/2008 05:04 PM


The following comments about saving the Upper Chattooga River were submitted via the Georgia Outdoor Network website at 
www.georgiaoutdoornetwork.org 


Name: Gary  Zimmerman Sr
E-Mail Address: Gary@bellsouth.net
Address: 575 Lakemont Ct, 
City: Roswell
State: Georgia
Postal Code: 30075


Comments:
I am in favor of alterative # 4 The forest Service has done a great job so far protecting our river. Gary Z
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From: j.k.free-37@comcast.net


To: comments-southern-francismarion-sumter@fs.fed.us


cc: burch@gon.com


Subject: Save the Upper Chattooga River Comments
Date: 08/15/2008 06:07 PM


The following comments about saving the Upper Chattooga River were submitted via the Georgia Outdoor Network website at 
www.georgiaoutdoornetwork.org 


Name: Joseph Free
E-Mail Address: j.k.free-37@comcast.net
Address: 216 Farmville Ct., 
City: Lawrenceville
State: Georgia
Postal Code: 30044


Comments:
I use the Chattooga River during delayed harvest through the winter months. As a former kayaker, I feel there are ample 
choices in North GA as well as TN, NC and SC for these activities as compared to the shrinking trout streams we have 
access to. Although not my first choice, Alternative No. 4 seems to be a fair trade off although it affects the prime 
times I fish the river.


Thanks
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From: rtumlin@paulding.k12.ga.us


To: comments-southern-francismarion-sumter@fs.fed.us


cc: burch@gon.com


Subject: Save the Upper Chattooga River Comments
Date: 08/15/2008 02:56 PM


The following comments about saving the Upper Chattooga River were submitted via the Georgia Outdoor Network website at 
www.georgiaoutdoornetwork.org 


Name: Rodney Tumlin
E-Mail Address: rtumlin@paulding.k12.ga.us
Address: 1534 Harmony Grove Church Rd., 
City: Acworth
State: Georgia
Postal Code: 30101


Comments:
The upper hooch does not need excesive boat traffic. This would be detramental to wild trout populations. 
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From: lklowe@hotmail.com


To: comments-southern-francismarion-sumter@fs.fed.us


cc: burch@gon.com


Subject: Save the Upper Chattooga River Comments
Date: 08/16/2008 05:20 PM


The following comments about saving the Upper Chattooga River were submitted via the Georgia Outdoor Network website at 
www.georgiaoutdoornetwork.org 


Name: Lloyd   K. Lowe
E-Mail Address: lklowe@hotmail.com
Address: 411 Overlook Way, 
City: Cohutta
State: Georgia
Postal Code: 30710


Comments:
I support the alternative December to Feburary schedule.  More boats would drastically alter the well being of the 
river and land around it.
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From: virgil_c2000@yahoo.com


To: comments-southern-francismarion-sumter@fs.fed.us


cc: burch@gon.com


Subject: Save the Upper Chattooga River Comments
Date: 08/18/2008 09:56 AM


The following comments about saving the Upper Chattooga River were submitted via the Georgia Outdoor Network website at 
www.georgiaoutdoornetwork.org 


Name: Virgil Chewning
E-Mail Address: virgil_c2000@yahoo.com
Address: 101 Caracas Dr., 
City: Woodstock
State: Georgia
Postal Code: 30188


Comments:
Please do not ruin a good Trout stream with boaters.
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From: sryan2@mindspring.com


To: comments-southern-francismarion-sumter@fs.fed.us


cc: burch@gon.com


Subject: Save the Upper Chattooga River Comments
Date: 08/15/2008 06:17 PM


The following comments about saving the Upper Chattooga River were submitted via the Georgia Outdoor Network website at 
www.georgiaoutdoornetwork.org 


Name: Sean  Ryan
E-Mail Address: sryan2@mindspring.com
Address: 22 Jeffco Drive, 
City: Jefferson
State: Georgia
Postal Code: 30549


Comments:
My choice is Alternative 1 please.


Thank You for the opportunity to express my comments. 
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From: ron@carpetile.com


To: comments-southern-francismarion-sumter@fs.fed.us


cc: burch@gon.com


Subject: Save the Upper Chattooga River Comments
Date: 08/15/2008 02:57 PM


The following comments about saving the Upper Chattooga River were submitted via the Georgia Outdoor Network website at 
www.georgiaoutdoornetwork.org 


Name: Ron Garrett
E-Mail Address: ron@carpetile.com
Address: 108 Cloister Dr., 
City: Lagrange
State: Georgia
Postal Code: 30241


Comments:
Save the Chatooga!!!
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From: alkasazi@yahoo.com


To: comments-southern-francismarion-sumter@fs.fed.us


cc: burch@gon.com


Subject: Save the Upper Chattooga River Comments
Date: 08/18/2008 05:55 PM


The following comments about saving the Upper Chattooga River were submitted via the Georgia Outdoor Network website at 
www.georgiaoutdoornetwork.org 


Name: Brian Massey
E-Mail Address: alkasazi@yahoo.com
Address: 3459 Guignard Rd, 
City: Hood River
State: Oregon
Postal Code: 97031


Comments:
Dear Sir,


I would like to comment on the recently released Upper Chattooga Environmental Assessment and proposed management plan, 
alternative #4. 


It is clear that the Upper Chattooga is under increasing pressure from visitors, and concessions must be made to 
protect all of its "outstanding and remarkable" qualities. I feel, with alternative #4, the Forest Service has not gone 
far enough to protect the Upper Chattooga and has restricted boating without justification. 


The Forest Service not only needs to conduct a proper impact study of boating in the Upper Chattooga, it must also 
conduct similar studies on all other user groups. Boating is viewed as the only variable in all management plan 
alternatives. When in fact, there are larger, more impactful user groups that are not considered for limits and/or 
restrictions. It's only with quality impact studies that the Forest Service may equitably reduce the impact of all user 
groups and therefore, protect and restore its natural wonders.


First and foremost, the Forest Service must:


1) Eliminate all road side parking within 1/4 mile of all bridges. Not just create an additional parking area a 
distance from the bridge.
2) Permanently close user created trails. A few well "designed" and well used trails could be converted to sanctioned 
Forest Service trails.
3) Establish a fair and equitable permitting system for all Upper Chattooga users. The data collected will help 
establish future use and limits guidelines.
4) Close the fish hatchery that is responsible for polluting the East Fork of the Chattooga River.
5) Stock only native fish in the river.
6) Restrict or rotate river access to anglers, allowing the stream beds and banks to recuperate from trampling.
7) Restrict or rotate campsite use, allowing areas to recuperate from over use.
8) Ban camping within 1/2 mile of all bridges or roads.
9) Close a couple of bridges and/or roads to create a more remote wilderness corridor. 
10) Complete a true user capacity analysis and impact study for all user groups.
11) Allow equitable access to all environmentally friendly user groups based on impact studies.
12) Put the protection and restoration of the environment above all uses and user groups. The "Outstanding and 
Remarkable" quality of the Upper Chattooga is not artificially created fishing, it is the breathtaking wilderness.


Although it is not a perfect plan, I would support implementation of Alternative 8. It fairly and equitably places all 
environmentally friendly user groups on the same footing, while establishing a few extra protections to the 
environment. I would urge the Forest Service 
to make use of the "adaptive management" approach, in Alternative 8, to further protect the environment in the ways I 
have outlined above.


Thank You
Brian Massey
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From: dillakilla3@yahoo.com


To: comments-southern-francismarion-sumter@fs.fed.us


cc: burch@gon.com


Subject: Save the Upper Chattooga River Comments
Date: 08/18/2008 10:11 AM


The following comments about saving the Upper Chattooga River were submitted via the Georgia Outdoor Network website at 
www.georgiaoutdoornetwork.org 


Name: Eddie  Wade
E-Mail Address: dillakilla3@yahoo.com
Address: Box 196 , 
City: Parrott
State: Georgia
Postal Code: 39877


Comments:
With a career in Forest Engineering, a lifetime of hunting and fishing experience, and more recently, a new found 
enjoyment in whitewater kayaking, I have a good background to study the issues at hand with the Chattooga Headwaters.  
I have come to realize that whitewater boaters care about the rivers in the south far more than any angler or hunter 
that I have ever met.  Their organizations, such as American Whitewater, are responsible for countless dollars and 
hours spent saving the integrity of our rivers.  Who are we to say that they have no place to boat on public land?  
What is even more absurd is to insinuate that kayakers would "ruin the wild and secluded feel of the river while 
degrading stream quality and trout angling opportunities."   Working in the field of Civil Engineering I can see that 
whitewater kayakers hurt stream quality far less than fishermen.  They have one entry to the river and one exit, 
therein degrading the streambanks far less than fishermen who tr!
 od up the banks multiple times in a day.  Kayakers also stay on top of the river; they do not trod on the bottom all 
day, churning up sediment.  As for the issue of the scenic feel and the quality of the fishing, I have personally 
witnessed people catching fish from under my kayak, and I have even caught a few myself while in my kayak.  A river can 
feel just as scenic with kayakers, as it does without.  I would rather fish and have a kayaker pass by me for a few 
seconds, than have a hiker playing in the water, or another fisher just upstream ruining my view.  I hope that the 
forest service realizes what a valuable ally the whitewater community can be, and bases its decision to support outdoor 
recreation for all parties.
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From: lklowe@hotmail.com


To: comments-southern-francismarion-sumter@fs.fed.us


cc: burch@gon.com


Subject: Save the Upper Chattooga River Comments
Date: 08/16/2008 05:20 PM


The following comments about saving the Upper Chattooga River were submitted via the Georgia Outdoor Network website at 
www.georgiaoutdoornetwork.org 


Name: Lloyd   K. Lowe
E-Mail Address: lklowe@hotmail.com
Address: 411 Overlook Way, 
City: Cohutta
State: Georgia
Postal Code: 30710


Comments:
I support the alternative December to Feburary schedule.  More boats would drastically alter the well being of the 
river and land around it.
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From: anmorris@students.mcg.edu


To: comments-southern-francismarion-sumter@fs.fed.us


cc: burch@gon.com


Subject: Save the Upper Chattooga River Comments
Date: 08/15/2008 06:29 PM


The following comments about saving the Upper Chattooga River were submitted via the Georgia Outdoor Network website at 
www.georgiaoutdoornetwork.org 


Name: Andy Morris
E-Mail Address: anmorris@students.mcg.edu
Address: 2511 Springwood Dr, 
City: Augusta
State: Georgia
Postal Code: 30904


Comments:
I would like to voice my support for continuing the ban on kayaking, rafting, and other non-foot access on the Upper 
Chattooga River. As a user of the Upper Chattooga River, it concerns me that the Forest Service would allow such a 
large influx of users into such a pristine area. This area cannot support that many users without a negative impact on 
flora, fauna, and the atmosphere that this area provides. The nature of the use also concerns me; individual boaters 
are usually fairly clean, but with the allowance of boating comes boating companies, and clients/users who are paying 
to be in the outdoors, who have little respect, and little concern for such a special area. Without being scientific, 
boating will destroy an area that is just a little slice of white water in this world. Boaters can go many places to 
have fun, but people who enjoy solitude and relatively unspoiled wilderness are increasingly left with no place to go. 
Please, be good stewards of our state's and count!
 ries resources and keep the boating ban in place. 
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From: wiskey_33@yahoo.com


To: comments-southern-francismarion-sumter@fs.fed.us


cc: burch@gon.com


Subject: Save the Upper Chattooga River Comments
Date: 08/15/2008 02:58 PM


The following comments about saving the Upper Chattooga River were submitted via the Georgia Outdoor Network website at 
www.georgiaoutdoornetwork.org 


Name: Chris Wilson
E-Mail Address: wiskey_33@yahoo.com
Address: 5112 Township Ridge Trace, 
City: Marietta
State: Georgia
Postal Code: 30066


Comments:
Why destroy something that so many people value for the benefits of so few?


Keep the 'Hooch as she is now!!!
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From: undocursor@yahoo.com


To: comments-southern-francismarion-sumter@fs.fed.us


cc: burch@gon.com


Subject: Save the Upper Chattooga River Comments
Date: 08/18/2008 06:11 PM


The following comments about saving the Upper Chattooga River were submitted via the Georgia Outdoor Network website at 
www.georgiaoutdoornetwork.org 


Name: Dave Howard
E-Mail Address: undocursor@yahoo.com
Address: 24 West 41st Street, 
City: Covington
State: Kentucky
Postal Code: 41015


Comments:
Dear Sir,


 
I would like to comment on the recently released Upper Chattooga Environmental Assessment and proposed management plan, 
alternative #4.


 
It is clear that the Upper Chattooga is under increasing pressure from visitors, and concessions must be made to 
protect all of its "outstanding and remarkable" qualities. I feel, with alternative #4, the Forest Service has not gone 
far enough to protect the Upper Chattooga and has restricted boating without justification.


 
The Forest Service not only needs to conduct a proper impact study of boating in the Upper Chattooga, it must also 
conduct similar studies on all other user groups. Boating is viewed as the only variable in all management plan 
alternatives. When in fact, there are larger, more impactful user groups that are not considered for limits and/or 
restrictions. It's only with quality impact studies that the Forest Service may equitably reduce the impact of all user 
groups and therefore, protect and restore its natural wonders.


 
First and foremost, the Forest Service must:


 
1)  Eliminate all road side parking within 1/4 mile of all bridges. Not just create an additional parking area a 
distance from the bridge.
2)  Permanently close user created trails. A few well "designed" and well used trails could be converted to sanctioned 
Forest Service trails.
3)  Establish a fair and equitable permitting system for all Upper Chattooga users. The data collected will help 
establish future use and limits guidelines.
4)  Close the fish hatchery that is responsible for polluting the East Fork of the Chattooga River.
5)  Stock only native fish in the river.
6)  Restrict or rotate river access to anglers, allowing the stream beds and banks to recuperate from trampling.
7)  Restrict or rotate campsite use, allowing areas to recuperate from over use.
8)  Ban camping within 1/2 mile of all bridges or roads.
9)  Close a couple of bridges and/or roads to create a more remote wilderness corridor.
10)  Complete a true user capacity analysis and impact study for all user groups.
11)  Allow equitable access to all environmentally friendly user groups based on impact studies.
12)  Put the protection and restoration of the environment above all uses and user groups. The "Outstanding and 
Remarkable" quality of the Upper Chattooga is not artificially created fishing, it is the breathtaking wilderness.


 
Although it is not a perfect plan, I would support implementation of Alternative 8. It fairly and equitably places all 
environmentally friendly user groups on the same footing, while establishing a few extra protections to the 
environment. I would urge the Forest Service to make use of the "adaptive management" approach, in Alternative 8, to 
further protect the environment in the ways I have outlined above.


 
Thank You
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From: 6782223000@itelconnect.com


To: comments-southern-francismarion-sumter@fs.fed.us


cc: burch@gon.com


Subject: Save the Upper Chattooga River Comments
Date: 08/18/2008 10:17 AM


The following comments about saving the Upper Chattooga River were submitted via the Georgia Outdoor Network website at 
www.georgiaoutdoornetwork.org 


Name: JAMES MARTELL
E-Mail Address: 6782223000@itelconnect.com
Address: 59 LONG ISLAND PL NW, 
City: SANDY SPRINGS
State: Georgia
Postal Code: 30328-3046


Comments:
Whitewater boating organizations are seeking access to the upper Chattooga river.  Their access to this portion of the 
river would ruin the wild and secluded feel of the river while degrading stream quality and trout angling opportunities.


Multiple conservation organizations are fighting to retain the current zoning, which allows only foot travel in the 
river corridor. This zoning has made the river a premier destination for hiking, camping and trout fishing. Boater 
access would destroy this.


Most conservation organizations and trout anglers support the U.S. Forest Service's preferred management alternative, 
which would allow limited access for boaters from December through February (Alternative No. 4).  The whitewater 
organizations don't see it that way.  They have launched a nationwide campaign to flood the Forest Service with pro-
boating comments.


Thank you for this opportunity to comment on the Draft EA and preferred alternative; for involving all affected and 
interested parties in the analysis process through their public meetings, hearings, workshops and comment periods; for 
a professional, comprehensive, complete, and fair User Capacity Analysis; and for designing the preferred alternative 
(#4) with zoning stipulations to minimize conflict between anglers and boaters, avoiding the overuse and user conflicts 
that have plagued the lower Chattooga for decades. 
>  Zoning is a time tested, fair, and legal land and water management practice. 
>  Zoning of conflicting activities is good stewardship. 
The preferred alternative (#4):  
>  Will limit camping and parking, which are needed to protect and enhance the biophysical riparian resources for 
future generations.
>  Will enhance water quality by reducing erosion and sedimentation from visitor overuse and abuse.
>  Prohibits the removal of large woody debris to accommodate boating.  Large woody debris (LWD) has incredible 
ecological importance in river systems.
>  Provides protection and enhancement of the aesthetic values of the upper Chattooga such as remoteness and wildness. 
>  Prevents in-stream conflict and interference in the Rock Gorge segment, which will protect and actually enhance its 
backcountry values of solitude and remoteness for present and future generations as required by the Wild and Scenic 
Rivers Act:
>  Prevents in-stream conflict and interference in the popular Delayed Harvest segment.
>  Has the proper regard for the rights of others to solitude.
>  Is a compromise that is fair to all stakeholders.
The potential environmental effects of the other alternatives:
>  Alternatives 1, 2 and 3, by being boating-free, would protect and enhance for future generations the aesthetic 
backcountry values of the upper Chattooga such as solitude and wildness. 
>  Alternatives 1 does not improve the biophysical riparian conditions above Highway 28.  All other alternatives 
protect LWD and reduce biophysical damage from trails, campsites, and roadside parking. 
>  Alternatives 5 and 9, by zoning for limited boating through the Wilderness and backcountry segments, would cause 
some deterioration of the backcountry Outstandingly Remarkable Values (ORV) of solitude and remoteness.
>  Alternatives 8 and 10, by allowing boating through Burrell’s Ford and the Delayed Harvest segment, would create 
conflict and interference with existing users. These alternatives will deteriorate the quality of the recreational 
experience for all visitors.  
Suggestions to improve the management of the upper Chattooga:
> Additional law enforcement and education of visitors are the keys to the successful implementation and administration 
of this plan.
> Increase the fines for violations and repeat offenders. Stiff fines are needed as deterrents. 
> Instead of boater self-registration, implement an Internet based boating permit system that is activated when 
adequate flow is predicted.
> The Forest Service or a contract concessionary must pre-authorize “boatable” days and post this information publicly.
> This Wild and Scenic Chattooga corridor deserves an on-site, fulltime river manager to protect and preserve this 
national treasure for future generations.
> Involve stakeholders in the implementation and monitoring of the new management plan.
> If the Forest Service is unable to adopt these suggestions to improve management and protection, then Alternative #3 
should be the preferred alternative (no boating) and use the freed up funds to restore the upper Chattooga biophysical 
resources. 
Availability of nearby recreational alternatives:
> For boaters, there are many nearby alternatives.  Diverse whitewater boating opportunities with unrestricted access 
exist on over 60% of the length of the Chattooga.
> Diverse whitewater boating opportunities with unrestricted access exist on all other public streams on all 
surrounding National Forests.
> West Fork /Overflow Creek with unrestricted boating is slightly more difficult than the upper Chattooga.  Overflow 
and the upper Chattooga are likely to experience the same rain events.
> For anglers, the upper Chattooga offers a unique fishing experience with the solitude and scenery, as well as the 
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quality of the trout fishery, which is not found on other trout rivers in this region. 
> For anglers, the boat-free upper Chattooga has uniqueness not found in any other river in the south and east.


 
I believe the Alternative #4 will be best for the Upper Chattooga, again because it is a compromise that is fair to all 
stakeholders.  Thank you again for a thorough analysis, and for your time and leadership.








From: BlueEZ@comcast.net


To: comments-southern-francismarion-sumter@fs.fed.us


cc: burch@gon.com


Subject: Save the Upper Chattooga River Comments
Date: 08/18/2008 06:11 PM


The following comments about saving the Upper Chattooga River were submitted via the Georgia Outdoor Network website at 
www.georgiaoutdoornetwork.org 


Name: Tera Wilson
E-Mail Address: BlueEZ@comcast.net
Address: 9006 Mattox Lane, 
City: Knoxville
State: Tennessee
Postal Code: 37922


Comments:
Support ALternative 8
Please lift the non-motorized watercraft ban on the Upper Chattooga River.  This is not a FAIR distribution of natural 
resources.  Non-Motorized craft do not harm the ecosystem.  However, fishing and stocking non native species does 
negativly affect the ecosystem. Thank you. Tera Wilson
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From: Rabbitholcombe@bellsouth.net


To: comments-southern-francismarion-sumter@fs.fed.us


cc: burch@gon.com


Subject: Save the Upper Chattooga River Comments
Date: 08/16/2008 05:24 PM


The following comments about saving the Upper Chattooga River were submitted via the Georgia Outdoor Network website at 
www.georgiaoutdoornetwork.org 


Name: Stewart  Holcombe
E-Mail Address: Rabbitholcombe@bellsouth.net
Address: 55 Daddy Rabbit Rd., 
City: Royston
State: Georgia
Postal Code: 30662


Comments:
Leave the Chatogga for fishing!!!!!!!and a natural area.
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From: ompax@mindspring.com


To: comments-southern-francismarion-sumter@fs.fed.us


cc: burch@gon.com


Subject: Save the Upper Chattooga River Comments
Date: 08/15/2008 06:30 PM


The following comments about saving the Upper Chattooga River were submitted via the Georgia Outdoor Network website at 
www.georgiaoutdoornetwork.org 


Name: Pat Goree
E-Mail Address: ompax@mindspring.com
Address: P.O. Box 411, 
City: Pine Lake
State: Georgia
Postal Code: 30072


Comments:
I belive the upper Chatooga should be left as pristine as possible. I think that it should not be opened up for boating.



mailto:ompax@mindspring.com

mailto:comments-southern-francismarion-sumter@fs.fed.us

mailto:burch@gon.com






From: Lightning2000@Alltel.net


To: comments-southern-francismarion-sumter@fs.fed.us


cc: burch@gon.com


Subject: Save the Upper Chattooga River Comments
Date: 08/15/2008 02:59 PM


The following comments about saving the Upper Chattooga River were submitted via the Georgia Outdoor Network website at 
www.georgiaoutdoornetwork.org 


Name: Keith Walker
E-Mail Address: Lightning2000@Alltel.net
Address: 108A Tanglewood Rd Sw, 
City: Eatonton
State: Georgia
Postal Code: 31024


Comments:
I think Proposal #4 would help everyone. The trout need to be protected. We need to keep our wilderness and flood 
plains in tact. Thanks Keith 
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From: robinbeas@gmail.com


To: comments-southern-francismarion-sumter@fs.fed.us


cc: burch@gon.com


Subject: Save the Upper Chattooga River Comments
Date: 08/18/2008 06:12 PM


The following comments about saving the Upper Chattooga River were submitted via the Georgia Outdoor Network website at 
www.georgiaoutdoornetwork.org 


Name: Robin Beasley
E-Mail Address: robinbeas@gmail.com
Address: 522 Broadway Street, 
City: Birmingham
State: Alabama
Postal Code: 35209


Comments:
I support Alternative 8. The boating ban on the headwaters of the Chatooga is one of the most arbitrary and capricious 
rulings I've ever seen or heard about. Do the right thing and provide equal opportunities for all outdoor enthusiasts. 
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From: ritterins@ll.net


To: comments-southern-francismarion-sumter@fs.fed.us


cc: burch@gon.com


Subject: Save the Upper Chattooga River Comments
Date: 08/18/2008 10:28 AM


The following comments about saving the Upper Chattooga River were submitted via the Georgia Outdoor Network website at 
www.georgiaoutdoornetwork.org 


Name: Brad Ritter
E-Mail Address: ritterins@ll.net
Address: 301 S. Oak, 
City: Owatonna
State: Minnesota
Postal Code: 55060


Comments:
I am writing to ask you to preserve the Chattooga River as it is now. As an outddoorsman in the Midwest, I am 
continually seeing our country destroy what few resources we have left. Opening up the river to boaters will only lead 
to further decline in these resources. I am asking you to raise the bar and become leaders in conservation.
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From: banjo1234@comcast.net


To: comments-southern-francismarion-sumter@fs.fed.us


cc: burch@gon.com


Subject: Save the Upper Chattooga River Comments
Date: 08/16/2008 05:34 PM


The following comments about saving the Upper Chattooga River were submitted via the Georgia Outdoor Network website at 
www.georgiaoutdoornetwork.org 


Name: Joel Hardy
E-Mail Address: banjo1234@comcast.net
Address: 4320 Pine Vista Blvd., 
City: Alpharetta
State: Georgia
Postal Code: 30022


Comments:
do not allow boat traffic on portion of river under discussion - degradation of the stream bank and bed will be 
unavoidable - save something from commercial traffic...



mailto:banjo1234@comcast.net

mailto:comments-southern-francismarion-sumter@fs.fed.us

mailto:burch@gon.com






From: steveo1013@charter.net


To: comments-southern-francismarion-sumter@fs.fed.us


cc: burch@gon.com


Subject: Save the Upper Chattooga River Comments
Date: 08/15/2008 06:33 PM


The following comments about saving the Upper Chattooga River were submitted via the Georgia Outdoor Network website at 
www.georgiaoutdoornetwork.org 


Name: Steve Ellison
E-Mail Address: steveo1013@charter.net
Address: 1202 South Park St, 
City: Carrollton
State: Georgia
Postal Code: 30117


Comments:
This can't happen ! Rafts would kill the perfect fishing trips that we all enjoy. There are plenty of rivers to white 
water raft in GA. This is not a great idea. Stop it now.
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From: dan.mosley@roystonllc.com


To: comments-southern-francismarion-sumter@fs.fed.us


cc: burch@gon.com


Subject: Save the Upper Chattooga River Comments
Date: 08/15/2008 03:02 PM


The following comments about saving the Upper Chattooga River were submitted via the Georgia Outdoor Network website at 
www.georgiaoutdoornetwork.org 


Name: Dan Mosley
E-Mail Address: dan.mosley@roystonllc.com
Address: 5052 Grandview Road, 
City: Jasper
State: Georgia
Postal Code: 30143


Comments:
Please do not allow boating access to the upper Chattooga river. This area should remain foot travel only.
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From: timhiner1@verizon.net


To: comments-southern-francismarion-sumter@fs.fed.us


cc: burch@gon.com


Subject: Save the Upper Chattooga River Comments
Date: 08/18/2008 10:45 AM


The following comments about saving the Upper Chattooga River were submitted via the Georgia Outdoor Network website at 
www.georgiaoutdoornetwork.org 


Name: Timothy Hiner
E-Mail Address: timhiner1@verizon.net
Address: 328 Misty Ridge Ln, 
City: Ringgold 
State: Georgia
Postal Code: 30736


Comments:
Not too many natural fishing areas anymore that is not accessable by vehicle and not "commercialized".  It would be 
ashamed to take that away.  
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From: marcgilley@gmail.com


To: comments-southern-francismarion-sumter@fs.fed.us


cc: burch@gon.com


Subject: Save the Upper Chattooga River Comments
Date: 08/18/2008 06:14 PM


The following comments about saving the Upper Chattooga River were submitted via the Georgia Outdoor Network website at 
www.georgiaoutdoornetwork.org 


Name: Marc Gilley
E-Mail Address: marcgilley@gmail.com
Address: 125 Stanton Way, 
City: Athens
State: Georgia
Postal Code: 30606


Comments:


Dear Sir,


 
I would like to comment on the recently released Upper Chattooga Environmental Assessment and proposed management plan, 
alternative #4.


 
It is clear that the Upper Chattooga is under increasing pressure from visitors, and concessions must be made to 
protect all of its "outstanding and remarkable" qualities. I feel, with alternative #4, the Forest Service has not gone 
far enough to protect the Upper Chattooga and has restricted boating without justification.


 
The Forest Service not only needs to conduct a proper impact study of boating in the Upper Chattooga, it must also 
conduct similar studies on all other user groups. Boating is viewed as the only variable in all management plan 
alternatives. When in fact, there are larger, more impactful user groups that are not considered for limits and/or 
restrictions. It's only with quality impact studies that the Forest Service may equitably reduce the impact of all user 
groups and therefore, protect and restore its natural wonders.


 
First and foremost, the Forest Service must:


 
1)  Eliminate all road side parking within 1/4 mile of all bridges. Not just create an additional parking area a 
distance from the bridge.
2)  Permanently close user created trails. A few well "designed" and well used trails could be converted to sanctioned 
Forest Service trails.
3)  Establish a fair and equitable permitting system for all Upper Chattooga users. The data collected will help 
establish future use and limits guidelines.
4)  Close the fish hatchery that is responsible for polluting the East Fork of the Chattooga River.
5)  Stock only native fish in the river.
6)  Restrict or rotate river access to anglers, allowing the stream beds and banks to recuperate from trampling.
7)  Restrict or rotate campsite use, allowing areas to recuperate from over use.
8)  Ban camping within 1/2 mile of all bridges or roads.
9)  Close a couple of bridges and/or roads to create a more remote wilderness corridor.
10)  Complete a true user capacity analysis and impact study for all user groups.
11)  Allow equitable access to all environmentally friendly user groups based on impact studies.
12)  Put the protection and restoration of the environment above all uses and user groups. The "Outstanding and 
Remarkable" quality of the Upper Chattooga is not artificially created fishing, it is the breathtaking wilderness.


 
Although it is not a perfect plan, I would support implementation of Alternative 8. It fairly and equitably places all 
environmentally friendly user groups on the same footing, while establishing a few extra protections to the 
environment. I would urge the Forest Service to make use of the "adaptive management" approach, in Alternative 8, to 
further protect the environment in the ways I have outlined above.


 
Thank You


-- 
Marc Gilley
125 Stanton Way
Athens, GA 30606
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From: jmsr64@charter.net


To: comments-southern-francismarion-sumter@fs.fed.us


cc: burch@gon.com


Subject: Save the Upper Chattooga River Comments
Date: 08/16/2008 06:01 PM


The following comments about saving the Upper Chattooga River were submitted via the Georgia Outdoor Network website at 
www.georgiaoutdoornetwork.org 


Name: James Raughton
E-Mail Address: jmsr64@charter.net
Address: 130 Martin Rd., 
City: Rockmart
State: Georgia
Postal Code: 30153


Comments:
I strongly support Alternative No. 4 regarding the upper Chattooga river boating issue.  We need to keep this area 
clean and quiet for trout anglers.  Thank you.
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From: www.jobebail@bellsouth.net


To: comments-southern-francismarion-sumter@fs.fed.us


cc: burch@gon.com


Subject: Save the Upper Chattooga River Comments
Date: 08/15/2008 06:43 PM


The following comments about saving the Upper Chattooga River were submitted via the Georgia Outdoor Network website at 
www.georgiaoutdoornetwork.org 


Name: John H & Beverly Bailey
E-Mail Address: www.jobebail@bellsouth.net
Address: 4135 Fawn Lane, 
City: Smyrna
State: Georgia
Postal Code: 30082


Comments:
Please do not destroy our beautiful river Chattooga and wildlife reserve and Fishing with unnessary boating as they 
have all the other Northern places to do there different boating events.
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From: wareagle_24@hotmail.com


To: comments-southern-francismarion-sumter@fs.fed.us


cc: burch@gon.com


Subject: Save the Upper Chattooga River Comments
Date: 08/15/2008 03:04 PM


The following comments about saving the Upper Chattooga River were submitted via the Georgia Outdoor Network website at 
www.georgiaoutdoornetwork.org 


Name: Tommy Gentry
E-Mail Address: wareagle_24@hotmail.com
Address: 142 Berry Ln, 
City: Chula
State: Georgia
Postal Code: 31733


Comments:
Ridiculous.  Don't ruin our natural fishing areas.  There are hundreds of other places to go "boating" in Ga.
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From: jimmermd@hotmail.com


To: comments-southern-francismarion-sumter@fs.fed.us


cc: burch@gon.com


Subject: Save the Upper Chattooga River Comments
Date: 08/18/2008 11:11 AM


The following comments about saving the Upper Chattooga River were submitted via the Georgia Outdoor Network website at 
www.georgiaoutdoornetwork.org 


Name: Jim Young
E-Mail Address: jimmermd@hotmail.com
Address: 11 OVERHILL RD SE, 
City: Rome
State: Georgia
Postal Code: 30161-6271


Comments:
the condition and growth of the area is a result of the restrictions on it. liberalizing access and increasing traffic 
will result in reversion of the area will degrade the area like other overused places. the appeal of the upper 
chattanooga is its remoteness and difficult access.
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From: christopherdavid@bellsouth.net


To: comments-southern-francismarion-sumter@fs.fed.us


cc: burch@gon.com


Subject: Save the Upper Chattooga River Comments
Date: 08/16/2008 06:11 PM


The following comments about saving the Upper Chattooga River were submitted via the Georgia Outdoor Network website at 
www.georgiaoutdoornetwork.org 


Name: David Christopher
E-Mail Address: christopherdavid@bellsouth.net
Address: 1247 Rail Road Avenue, 
City: Buford
State: Georgia
Postal Code: 30518


Comments:
No to boats!!!!
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From: david224@bellsouth.net


To: comments-southern-francismarion-sumter@fs.fed.us


cc: burch@gon.com


Subject: Save the Upper Chattooga River Comments
Date: 08/15/2008 06:54 PM


The following comments about saving the Upper Chattooga River were submitted via the Georgia Outdoor Network website at 
www.georgiaoutdoornetwork.org 


Name: David Ward
E-Mail Address: david224@bellsouth.net
Address: 66 RED ROGERS RD, 
City: DALLAS
State: Georgia
Postal Code: 30157


Comments:
please dont ruin the peace and tranquility of the upper chatooga the state is crowded and peaceful retreats are harder 
and harder to come by.
thanks
david



mailto:david224@bellsouth.net

mailto:comments-southern-francismarion-sumter@fs.fed.us

mailto:burch@gon.com






From: tdcgay@yahoo.com


To: comments-southern-francismarion-sumter@fs.fed.us


cc: burch@gon.com


Subject: Save the Upper Chattooga River Comments
Date: 08/15/2008 03:04 PM


The following comments about saving the Upper Chattooga River were submitted via the Georgia Outdoor Network website at 
www.georgiaoutdoornetwork.org 


Name: Tracy Gay
E-Mail Address: tdcgay@yahoo.com
Address: 633 Fairfield Dr., 
City: Dublin
State: Georgia
Postal Code: 31021


Comments:
This is one our states greatest untouched sanctuaries.  Let's please protect it by not allowing boater access.  Is it 
all about money?  
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From: st2eelpot@hotmail.com


To: comments-southern-francismarion-sumter@fs.fed.us


cc: burch@gon.com


Subject: Save the Upper Chattooga River Comments
Date: 08/18/2008 06:21 PM


The following comments about saving the Upper Chattooga River were submitted via the Georgia Outdoor Network website at 
www.georgiaoutdoornetwork.org 


Name: David Lew
E-Mail Address: st2eelpot@hotmail.com
Address: 108 Trevecca Ln, 
City: Oak Ridge
State: Tennessee
Postal Code: 37830


Comments:
Dear Sir,


I would like to comment on the recently released Upper Chattooga Environmental Assessment and proposed management plan, 
alternative #4.


It is clear that the Upper Chattooga is under increasing pressure from visitors, and concessions must be made to 
protect all of its "outstanding and remarkable" qualities. I feel, with alternative #4, the Forest Service has not gone 
far enough to protect the Upper Chattooga and has restricted boating without justification.


The Forest Service not only needs to conduct a proper impact study of boating in the Upper Chattooga, it must also 
conduct similar studies on all other user groups. Boating is viewed as the only variable in all management plan 
alternatives. When in fact, there are larger, more impactful user groups that are not considered for limits and/or 
restrictions. It's only with quality impact studies that the Forest Service may equitably reduce the impact of all user 
groups and therefore, protect and restore its natural wonders.


First and foremost, the Forest Service must:


1) Eliminate all road side parking within 1/4 mile of all bridges. Not just create an additional parking area a 
distance from the bridge.
2) Permanently close user created trails. A few well "designed" and well used trails could be converted to sanctioned 
Forest Service trails.
3) Establish a fair and equitable permitting system for all Upper Chattooga users. The data collected will help 
establish future use and limits guidelines.
4) Close the fish hatchery that is responsible for polluting the East Fork of the Chattooga River.
5) Stock only native fish in the river.
6) Restrict or rotate river access to anglers, allowing the stream beds and banks to recuperate from trampling.
7) Restrict or rotate campsite use, allowing areas to recuperate from over use.
8 )Ban camping within 1/2 mile of all bridges or roads.
9) Close a couple of bridges and/or roads to create a more remote
wilderness corridor.
10) Complete a true user capacity analysis and impact study for all user groups.
11) Allow equitable access to all environmentally friendly user groups based on impact studies.
12) Put the protection and restoration of the environment above all uses and user groups. The "Outstanding and 
Remarkable" quality of the Upper Chattooga is not artificially created fishing, it is the breathtaking wilderness.


Although it is not a perfect plan, I would support implementation of Alternative 8. It fairly and equitably places all 
environmentally friendly user groups on the same footing, while establishing a few extra protections to the 
environment. I would urge the Forest Service to make use of the "adaptive management" approach, in Alternative 8, to 
further protect the environment in the ways I have outlined above.


Thank You
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From: www.miniguy4minitec@yahoo.com


To: comments-southern-francismarion-sumter@fs.fed.us


cc: burch@gon.com


Subject: Save the Upper Chattooga River Comments
Date: 08/18/2008 11:17 AM


The following comments about saving the Upper Chattooga River were submitted via the Georgia Outdoor Network website at 
www.georgiaoutdoornetwork.org 


Name: BJ Hudson
E-Mail Address: www.miniguy4minitec@yahoo.com
Address: 4215 Starr's Bridge Road, 
City: Canon
State: Georgia
Postal Code: 30520


Comments:
In my personal opinion, the lower boating miles of the Chattooga are just as beautiful and pristine as the upper 
fishing sections. Therefore, I do not think that the boaters will cause any environmental damage. Just don't let the 
rafting companies take over. 
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From: katiefarrar@yahoo.com


To: comments-southern-francismarion-sumter@fs.fed.us


cc: burch@gon.com


Subject: Save the Upper Chattooga River Comments
Date: 08/18/2008 06:21 PM


The following comments about saving the Upper Chattooga River were submitted via the Georgia Outdoor Network website at 
www.georgiaoutdoornetwork.org 


Name: Katie Farrar
E-Mail Address: katiefarrar@yahoo.com
Address: 55 Thoroughbred Circle, 
City: Arden
State: North Carolina
Postal Code: 28704


Comments:
Dear Sir,


 
I would like to comment on the recently released Upper Chattooga Environmental Assessment and proposed management plan, 
alternative #4.


 
It is clear that the Upper Chattooga is under increasing pressure from visitors, and concessions must be made to 
protect all of its "outstanding and remarkable" qualities. I feel, with alternative #4, the Forest Service has not gone 
far enough to protect the Upper Chattooga and has restricted boating without justification.


 
The Forest Service not only needs to conduct a proper impact study of boating in the Upper Chattooga, it must also 
conduct similar studies on all other user groups. Boating is viewed as the only variable in all management plan 
alternatives. When in fact, there are larger, more impactful user groups that are not considered for limits and/or 
restrictions. It's only with quality impact studies that the Forest Service may equitably reduce the impact of all user 
groups and therefore, protect and restore its natural wonders.


 
First and foremost, the Forest Service must:


 
1)  Eliminate all road side parking within 1/4 mile of all bridges. Not just create an additional parking area a 
distance from the bridge.
2)  Permanently close user created trails. A few well "designed" and well used trails could be converted to sanctioned 
Forest Service trails.
3)  Establish a fair and equitable permitting system for all Upper Chattooga users. The data collected will help 
establish future use and limits guidelines.
4)  Close the fish hatchery that is responsible for polluting the East Fork of the Chattooga River.
5)  Stock only native fish in the river.
6)  Restrict or rotate river access to anglers, allowing the stream beds and banks to recuperate from trampling.
7)  Restrict or rotate campsite use, allowing areas to recuperate from over use.
8)  Ban camping within 1/2 mile of all bridges or roads.
9)  Close a couple of bridges and/or roads to create a more remote wilderness corridor.
10)  Complete a true user capacity analysis and impact study for all user groups.
11)  Allow equitable access to all environmentally friendly user groups based on impact studies.
12)  Put the protection and restoration of the environment above all uses and user groups. The "Outstanding and 
Remarkable" quality of the Upper Chattooga is not artificially created fishing, it is the breathtaking wilderness.


 
Although it is not a perfect plan, I would support implementation of Alternative 8. It fairly and equitably places all 
environmentally friendly user groups on the same footing, while establishing a few extra protections to the 
environment. I would urge the Forest Service to make use of the "adaptive management" approach, in Alternative 8, to 
further protect the environment in the ways I have outlined above.


 
Thank You
Katie Farrar
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From: ar37prostaff@yahoo.com


To: comments-southern-francismarion-sumter@fs.fed.us


cc: burch@gon.com


Subject: Save the Upper Chattooga River Comments
Date: 08/16/2008 06:23 PM


The following comments about saving the Upper Chattooga River were submitted via the Georgia Outdoor Network website at 
www.georgiaoutdoornetwork.org 


Name: John Bennett
E-Mail Address: ar37prostaff@yahoo.com
Address: 168 Red Oak Road, 
City: Byron
State: Georgia
Postal Code: 31008


Comments:
My opinion is that as citizens of GA we have the right to disagree with what the forest service is doing. I vote to 
save the Chatooga River.  
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From: david224@bellsouth.net


To: comments-southern-francismarion-sumter@fs.fed.us


cc: burch@gon.com


Subject: Save the Upper Chattooga River Comments
Date: 08/15/2008 06:54 PM


The following comments about saving the Upper Chattooga River were submitted via the Georgia Outdoor Network website at 
www.georgiaoutdoornetwork.org 


Name: David Ward
E-Mail Address: david224@bellsouth.net
Address: 66 RED ROGERS RD, 
City: DALLAS
State: Georgia
Postal Code: 30157


Comments:
please dont ruin the peace and tranquility of the upper chatooga the state is crowded and peaceful retreats are harder 
and harder to come by.
thanks
david
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From: rene.moon@partnertech.us


To: comments-southern-francismarion-sumter@fs.fed.us


cc: burch@gon.com


Subject: Save the Upper Chattooga River Comments
Date: 08/15/2008 03:06 PM


The following comments about saving the Upper Chattooga River were submitted via the Georgia Outdoor Network website at 
www.georgiaoutdoornetwork.org 


Name: Rene Moon
E-Mail Address: rene.moon@partnertech.us
Address: 539 Lillian Way, 
City: Statham
State: Georgia
Postal Code: 30666


Comments:
Please preserve the Chattooga River and allow limited access for boaters from December through February, Alternative # 
4.  It is evident from other rivers that continued destruction from boats can destroy the eco system.  This access to 
boating would ruin the wild and secluded feel of the river while degrading stream quality and trout angling 
opportunities.
Sincerely,
Rene Moon, Statham, GA
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From: dhm8539@yahoo.com


To: comments-southern-francismarion-sumter@fs.fed.us


cc: burch@gon.com


Subject: Save the Upper Chattooga River Comments
Date: 08/15/2008 07:09 PM


The following comments about saving the Upper Chattooga River were submitted via the Georgia Outdoor Network website at 
www.georgiaoutdoornetwork.org 


Name: Dudley McLean, Sr.
E-Mail Address: dhm8539@yahoo.com
Address: 400 Ficklen Place, 
City: Canton
State: Georgia
Postal Code: 30114


Comments:
We do not want to destroy the upper Chattooga River with nwhite rafters and boaters. Keep it as it is now.
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From: matthew.bradford@cobbk12.org


To: comments-southern-francismarion-sumter@fs.fed.us


cc: burch@gon.com


Subject: Save the Upper Chattooga River Comments
Date: 08/15/2008 03:08 PM


The following comments about saving the Upper Chattooga River were submitted via the Georgia Outdoor Network website at 
www.georgiaoutdoornetwork.org 


Name: Matthew Bradford
E-Mail Address: matthew.bradford@cobbk12.org
Address: 1398 Olde Mill Trace , 
City: Woodstock
State: Georgia
Postal Code: 30188


Comments:
As an avid outdoorsman, I often find myself at odds with issues of who gets to use what areas and at what times and 
whether we should be able to use them at all or just leave them protected.  Nature has been provided for us to live off 
of and enjoy and at the same time, we must respect nature in order to preserve it so that future generations may enjoy 
it as well.  In my opinion, some areas need to be left alone or at least regulated such as the upper part of the 
Chattooga.  If we allow all people and activities to occur in all areas.....then somebody (wildlife) must pay the 
price.  There are plenty of areas to kayak  and enjoy boating on waterways.  I am not saying that all rivers should be 
off limits.  However, we must protect some areas in order for all of us to be able to enjoy nature for many years to 
come.  It is overusage that leads to environmental problems which gives our opponents fuel for their fire.
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From: mickey30297@yahoo.com


To: comments-southern-francismarion-sumter@fs.fed.us


cc: burch@gon.com


Subject: Save the Upper Chattooga River Comments
Date: 08/16/2008 07:23 PM


The following comments about saving the Upper Chattooga River were submitted via the Georgia Outdoor Network website at 
www.georgiaoutdoornetwork.org 


Name: Milton Lord
E-Mail Address: mickey30297@yahoo.com
Address: 5670 Dorsey Dr, 
City: Forest Park
State: Georgia
Postal Code: 30297


Comments:
please do not allow boat acess to the upper chatooga river there are other nearby places to go rafting, but we are 
rapidly running out of undeveloped places to hike and fish



mailto:mickey30297@yahoo.com

mailto:comments-southern-francismarion-sumter@fs.fed.us

mailto:burch@gon.com






From: kelvin_porter2000@yahoo.com


To: comments-southern-francismarion-sumter@fs.fed.us


cc: burch@gon.com


Subject: Save the Upper Chattooga River Comments
Date: 08/18/2008 06:26 PM


The following comments about saving the Upper Chattooga River were submitted via the Georgia Outdoor Network website at 
www.georgiaoutdoornetwork.org 


Name: Kelvin Porter
E-Mail Address: kelvin_porter2000@yahoo.com
Address: 3622 San Sebastian DR, 
City: Hephzibah
State: Georgia
Postal Code: 39815


Comments:
DO NOT ALLOW THIS ACTION TO TAKE PLACE. I LOVE TO BOAT ALSO. BUT THERE MANY OTHER PLACEES TO LAUNCH.


THIS WILL NOT BE GOOD FOR THE FISHING, NOT ONLY THAT, BOATING BRINGS FUEL, AND OTHER PRODUCTS THAT ARE IN NOT GOOD 
STANDING WITH THE OUTDOORS.


DO NOT ALLOW THIS!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!
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From: johnkern240@yahoo.com


To: comments-southern-francismarion-sumter@fs.fed.us


cc: burch@gon.com


Subject: Save the Upper Chattooga River Comments
Date: 08/18/2008 11:25 AM


The following comments about saving the Upper Chattooga River were submitted via the Georgia Outdoor Network website at 
www.georgiaoutdoornetwork.org 


Name: John Kern
E-Mail Address: johnkern240@yahoo.com
Address: 1308 Whitt Road, 
City: Lookout Mtn
State: Georgia
Postal Code: 30750


Comments:
Dear Sir,


I would like to comment on the recently released Upper Chattooga Environmental Assessment and proposed management plan, 
alternative #4.


It is clear that the Upper Chattooga is under increasing pressure from visitors, and concessions must be made to 
protect all of its "outstanding and remarkable" qualities. I feel, with alternative #4, the Forest Service has not gone 
far enough to protect the Upper Chattooga and has restricted boating without justification.


The Forest Service not only needs to conduct a proper impact study of boating in the Upper Chattooga, it must also 
conduct similar studies on all other user groups. Boating is viewed as the only variable in all management plan 
alternatives. When in fact, there are larger, more impactful user groups that are not considered for limits and/or 
restrictions. It's only with quality impact studies that the Forest Service may equitably reduce the impact of all user 
groups and therefore, protect and restore its natural wonders.


First and foremost, the Forest Service must:


1)  Eliminate all road side parking within 1/4 mile of all bridges. Not just create an additional parking area a 
distance from the bridge.
2)  Permanently close user created trails. A few well "designed" and well used trails could be converted to sanctioned 
Forest Service trails.
3)  Establish a fair and equitable permitting system for all Upper Chattooga users. The data collected will help 
establish future use and limits guidelines.
4)  Close the fish hatchery that is responsible for polluting the East Fork of the Chattooga River.
5)  Stock only native fish in the river.
6)  Restrict or rotate river access to anglers, allowing the stream beds and banks to recuperate from trampling.
7)  Restrict or rotate campsite use, allowing areas to recuperate from over use.
8)  Ban camping within 1/2 mile of all bridges or roads.
9)  Close a couple of bridges and/or roads to create a more remote wilderness corridor.
10)  Complete a true user capacity analysis and impact study for all user groups.
11)  Allow equitable access to all environmentally friendly user groups based on impact studies.
12)  Put the protection and restoration of the environment above all uses and user groups. The "Outstanding and 
Remarkable" quality of the Upper Chattooga is not artificially created fishing, it is the breathtaking wilderness.


Although it is not a perfect plan, I would support implementation of Alternative 8. It fairly and equitably places all 
environmentally friendly user groups on the same footing, while establishing a few extra protections to the 
environment. I would urge the Forest Service to make use of the "adaptive management" approach, in Alternative 8, to 
further protect the environment in the ways I have outlined above.


Thanks,
John K
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From: aculprit@msn.com


To: comments-southern-francismarion-sumter@fs.fed.us


cc: burch@gon.com


Subject: Save the Upper Chattooga River Comments
Date: 08/16/2008 08:35 PM


The following comments about saving the Upper Chattooga River were submitted via the Georgia Outdoor Network website at 
www.georgiaoutdoornetwork.org 


Name: Arlen Culp
E-Mail Address: aculprit@msn.com
Address: 1380 Timbercrest Drive, 
City: Lawrenceville
State: Georgia
Postal Code: 30045


Comments:
I support plan #4.
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From: barryg07@adelphia.net


To: comments-southern-francismarion-sumter@fs.fed.us


cc: burch@gon.com


Subject: Save the Upper Chattooga River Comments
Date: 08/18/2008 11:28 AM


The following comments about saving the Upper Chattooga River were submitted via the Georgia Outdoor Network website at 
www.georgiaoutdoornetwork.org 


Name: Barry Grimes
E-Mail Address: barryg07@adelphia.net
Address: 124 Hilltop Dr, 
City: Richmond
State: Kentucky
Postal Code: 40475


Comments:
Dear Sir,


I would like to comment on the recently released Upper Chattooga Environmental Assessment and proposed management plan, 
alternative #4.


It is clear that the Upper Chattooga is under increasing pressure from visitors, and concessions must be made to 
protect all of its "outstanding and remarkable" qualities. I feel, with alternative #4, the Forest Service has not gone 
far enough to protect the Upper Chattooga and has restricted boating without justification.


The Forest Service not only needs to conduct a proper impact study of boating in the Upper Chattooga, it must also 
conduct similar studies on all other user groups. Boating is viewed as the only variable in all management plan 
alternatives. When in fact, there are larger, more
impactful user groups that are not considered for limits and/or restrictions. It's only with quality impact studies 
that the Forest Service may equitably reduce the impact of all user groups and therefore, protect and restore its 
natural wonders.


First and foremost, the Forest Service must:


1)  Eliminate all road side parking within 1/4 mile of all bridges. Not just create an additional parking area a 
distance from the bridge.
2)  Permanently close user created trails. A few well "designed" and well used trails could be converted to sanctioned 
Forest Service trails.
3)  Establish a fair and equitable permitting system for all Upper Chattooga users. The data collected will help 
establish future use and limits guidelines.
4)  Close the fish hatchery that is responsible for polluting the East Fork of the Chattooga River.
5)  Stock only native fish in the river.
6)  Restrict or rotate river access to anglers, allowing the stream beds and banks to recuperate from trampling.
7)  Restrict or rotate campsite use, allowing areas to recuperate from over use.
8)  Ban camping within 1/2 mile of all bridges or roads.
9)  Close a couple of bridges and/or roads to create a more remote wilderness corridor.
10)  Complete a true user capacity analysis and impact study for all user groups.
11)  Allow equitable access to all environmentally friendly user groups based on impact studies.
12)  Put the protection and restoration of the environment above all uses and user groups. The "Outstanding and 
Remarkable" quality of the Upper Chattooga is not artificially created fishing, it is the breathtaking wilderness.


Although it is not a perfect plan, I would support implementation of Alternative 8. It fairly and equitably places all 
environmentally friendly user groups on the same footing, while establishing a few extra protections to the 
environment. I would urge the Forest Service
to make use of the "adaptive management" approach, in Alternative 8, to further protect the environment in the ways I 
have outlined above.


Thank You
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From: mbkrooks@bellsouth.net


To: comments-southern-francismarion-sumter@fs.fed.us


cc: burch@gon.com


Subject: Save the Upper Chattooga River Comments
Date: 08/15/2008 07:10 PM


The following comments about saving the Upper Chattooga River were submitted via the Georgia Outdoor Network website at 
www.georgiaoutdoornetwork.org 


Name: Barry Rooks
E-Mail Address: mbkrooks@bellsouth.net
Address: 1409 Dunsford Circle, 
City: Suwanee
State: Georgia
Postal Code: 30024


Comments:
I would like to strongly suggest that you keep the upper chattahooche river to foot traffic only as it has been for 
many years. I have enjoyed terrific solitude, fishing and beauty in the area for 30 or more years and would like for it 
to continue.


Thank You,
Barry Rooks 
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From: jfkquesa3@charter.net


To: comments-southern-francismarion-sumter@fs.fed.us


cc: burch@gon.com


Subject: Save the Upper Chattooga River Comments
Date: 08/15/2008 03:10 PM


The following comments about saving the Upper Chattooga River were submitted via the Georgia Outdoor Network website at 
www.georgiaoutdoornetwork.org 


Name: FRANK QUESADA
E-Mail Address: jfkquesa3@charter.net
Address: 3656 Castle View Ct., 
City: Suwanee
State: Georgia
Postal Code: 30024


Comments:
For many years things have work fine the way they are,the river does not need any changes.It's not going to be good for 
the area either,just think of the future generations,I'am.Thank You
     Frank
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From: clark.cox@gmail.com


To: comments-southern-francismarion-sumter@fs.fed.us


cc: burch@gon.com


Subject: Save the Upper Chattooga River Comments
Date: 08/18/2008 06:29 PM


The following comments about saving the Upper Chattooga River were submitted via the Georgia Outdoor Network website at 
www.georgiaoutdoornetwork.org 


Name: Clark Cox
E-Mail Address: clark.cox@gmail.com
Address: 625 Pecan Ave, 
City: Charlotte
State: North Carolina
Postal Code: 28204


Comments:
Dear Sir,


I would like to comment on the recently released Upper Chattooga Environmental Assessment and proposed management plan, 
alternative #4.


It is clear that the Upper Chattooga is under increasing pressure from visitors, and concessions must be made to 
protect all of its "outstanding and remarkable" qualities. I feel, with alternative #4, the Forest Service has not gone 
far enough to protect the Upper Chattooga and has restricted boating without justification.


The Forest Service not only needs to conduct a proper impact study of boating in the Upper Chattooga, it must also 
conduct similar studies on all other user groups. Boating is viewed as the only variable in all management plan 
alternatives. When in fact, there are larger, more impactful user groups that are not considered for limits and/or 
restrictions. It's only with quality impact studies that the Forest Service may equitably reduce the impact of all user 
groups and therefore, protect and restore its natural wonders.


First and foremost, the Forest Service must:


1) Eliminate all road side parking within 1/4 mile of all bridges. Not just create an additional parking area a 
distance from the bridge.
2) Permanently close user created trails. A few well "designed" and well used trails could be converted to sanctioned 
Forest Service trails.
3) Establish a fair and equitable permitting system for all Upper Chattooga users. The data collected will help 
establish future use and limits guidelines.
4) Close the fish hatchery that is responsible for polluting the East Fork of the Chattooga River.
5) Stock only native fish in the river.
6) Restrict or rotate river access to anglers, allowing the stream beds and banks to recuperate from trampling.
7) Restrict or rotate campsite use, allowing areas to recuperate from over use.
8) Ban camping within 1/2 mile of all bridges or roads.
9) Close a couple of bridges and/or roads to create a more remote wilderness corridor.
10) Complete a true user capacity analysis and impact study for all user groups.
11) Allow equitable access to all environmentally friendly user groups based on impact studies.
12) Put the protection and restoration of the environment above all uses and user groups. The "Outstanding and 
Remarkable" quality of the Upper Chattooga is not artificially created fishing, it is the breathtaking wilderness.


Although it is not a perfect plan, I would support implementation of Alternative 8. It fairly and equitably places all 
environmentally friendly user groups on the same footing, while establishing a few extra protections to the 
environment. I would urge the Forest Service
to make use of the "adaptive management" approach, in Alternative 8, to further protect the environment in the ways I 
have outlined above.


Thank You


Clark Cox
Charlotte, NC
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From: oldsouthcab@windstream.net


To: comments-southern-francismarion-sumter@fs.fed.us


cc: burch@gon.com


Subject: Save the Upper Chattooga River Comments
Date: 08/16/2008 08:47 PM


The following comments about saving the Upper Chattooga River were submitted via the Georgia Outdoor Network website at 
www.georgiaoutdoornetwork.org 


Name: Ron Owens
E-Mail Address: oldsouthcab@windstream.net
Address: 434 Owens Rd., 
City: Maysville
State: Georgia
Postal Code: 30558


Comments:
Georgia needs to preserve as many of these mountain streams  from boats.  This wild area deserves to be kept to foot 
traffic only.  First there will be boats and before you know it  some will want 4-wheeler paths to see the river.  I 
say if you want to see a wild and senic  WALK the way GOD intended .  
keep alternative #4.
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From: tqslider@bellsouth.net


To: comments-southern-francismarion-sumter@fs.fed.us


cc: burch@gon.com


Subject: Save the Upper Chattooga River Comments
Date: 08/15/2008 07:16 PM


The following comments about saving the Upper Chattooga River were submitted via the Georgia Outdoor Network website at 
www.georgiaoutdoornetwork.org 


Name: Michael Paquin
E-Mail Address: tqslider@bellsouth.net
Address: P.O.Box 400, 
City: San Mateo
State: Florida
Postal Code: 32187-0400


Comments:
Dear U.S. Forest Service,
  I support retaining the current zoning of the upper Chattooga River area limiting access to foot travel as the only 
means to enter this beautiful and scenic area.  'Alternative 4' may serve as a compromise, but I feel that ultimately, 
it will only cause harm to this pristine environment and eco-system.


Sincerely,
  M. Ulysses Paquin
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From: stockdaleb@comcast.net


To: comments-southern-francismarion-sumter@fs.fed.us


cc: burch@gon.com


Subject: Save the Upper Chattooga River Comments
Date: 08/15/2008 03:11 PM


The following comments about saving the Upper Chattooga River were submitted via the Georgia Outdoor Network website at 
www.georgiaoutdoornetwork.org 


Name: Brent Stockdale
E-Mail Address: stockdaleb@comcast.net
Address: 101 North Lakeside Drive NW, 
City: Kennesaw
State: Georgia
Postal Code: 30144


Comments:
Unlimted Boater Access to Upper Chattooga River


I am strongly against mototrized access right of ways into the Upper Chattooga River Basin. I firmly believe that it is 
necessary to continue to limit access to foot traffic in order to preserve this area in its pristine state. 
Furthermore, making a judgement based solely on public response rather than what is the right thing to do to properly 
maintain the area for current and future generations would be foolish. 


Sincerely,


Brent Stockdale
Kennesaw, GA
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From: nrozell@slrjobs.com


To: comments-southern-francismarion-sumter@fs.fed.us


cc: burch@gon.com


Subject: Save the Upper Chattooga River Comments
Date: 08/18/2008 11:31 AM


The following comments about saving the Upper Chattooga River were submitted via the Georgia Outdoor Network website at 
www.georgiaoutdoornetwork.org 


Name: Nathan Rozell
E-Mail Address: nrozell@slrjobs.com
Address: 500 Hembree Grove Overlook, 
City: Roswell
State: Georgia
Postal Code: 30076


Comments:
Dear Sir,


I would like to comment on the recently released Upper Chattooga Environmental Assessment and proposed management plan, 
alternative #4.


It is clear that the Upper Chattooga is under increasing pressure from visitors, and concessions must be made to 
protect all of its "outstanding and remarkable" qualities. I feel, with alternative #4, the Forest Service has not gone 
far enough to protect the Upper Chattooga and has restricted boating without justification.


The Forest Service not only needs to conduct a proper impact study of boating in the Upper Chattooga, it must also 
conduct similar studies on all other user groups. Boating is viewed as the only variable in all management plan 
alternatives. When in fact, there are larger, more impactful user groups that are not considered for limits and/or 
restrictions. It's only with quality impact studies that the Forest Service may equitably reduce the impact of all user 
groups and therefore, protect and restore its natural wonders.


First and foremost, the Forest Service must:


1)  Eliminate all road side parking within 1/4 mile of all bridges.  
Not just create an additional parking area a distance from the bridge.
2)  Permanently close user created trails. A few well "designed" and well used trails could be converted to sanctioned 
Forest Service trails.
3)  Establish a fair and equitable permitting system for all Upper Chattooga users. The data collected will help 
establish future use and limits guidelines.
4)  Close the fish hatchery that is responsible for polluting the East Fork of the Chattooga River.
5)  Stock only native fish in the river.
6)  Restrict or rotate river access to anglers, allowing the stream beds and banks to recuperate from trampling.
7)  Restrict or rotate campsite use, allowing areas to recuperate from over use.
8)  Ban camping within 1/2 mile of all bridges or roads.
9)  Close a couple of bridges and/or roads to create a more remote wilderness corridor.
10)  Complete a true user capacity analysis and impact study for all user groups.
11)  Allow equitable access to all environmentally friendly user groups based on impact studies.
12)  Put the protection and restoration of the environment above all uses and user groups. The "Outstanding and 
Remarkable" quality of the Upper Chattooga is not artificially created fishing, it is the breathtaking wilderness.


Although it is not a perfect plan, I would support implementation of Alternative 8. It fairly and equitably places all 
environmentally friendly user groups on the same footing, while establishing a few extra protections to the 
environment. I would urge the Forest Service to make use of the "adaptive management" approach, in Alternative 8, to 
further protect the environment in the ways I have outlined above.


Thank You
Nathan Rozell - Roswell,GA
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From: mphillips@intertruss.com


To: comments-southern-francismarion-sumter@fs.fed.us


cc: burch@gon.com


Subject: Save the Upper Chattooga River Comments
Date: 08/15/2008 01:17 PM


The following comments about saving the Upper Chattooga River were submitted via the Georgia Outdoor Network website at 
www.georgiaoutdoornetwork.org 


Name: Michael Phillips
E-Mail Address: mphillips@intertruss.com
Address: 123 Long Street, Suite 37B
City: City
State: Alabama
Postal Code: 31859


Comments:
Comment Here
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From: ejcookso@hotmail.com


To: comments-southern-francismarion-sumter@fs.fed.us


cc: burch@gon.com


Subject: Save the Upper Chattooga River Comments
Date: 08/18/2008 06:31 PM


The following comments about saving the Upper Chattooga River were submitted via the Georgia Outdoor Network website at 
www.georgiaoutdoornetwork.org 


Name: Edward Cookson
E-Mail Address: ejcookso@hotmail.com
Address: 267 Highland Golf Dr, 
City: Flat Rock
State: North Carolina
Postal Code: 28731


Comments:
I support alternative 8.
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From: va_bike_guy@yahoo.com


To: comments-southern-francismarion-sumter@fs.fed.us


cc: burch@gon.com


Subject: Save the Upper Chattooga River Comments
Date: 08/18/2008 11:40 AM


The following comments about saving the Upper Chattooga River were submitted via the Georgia Outdoor Network website at 
www.georgiaoutdoornetwork.org 


Name: Tim Miller
E-Mail Address: va_bike_guy@yahoo.com
Address: 855 E. Main St, 
City: Abingdon
State: Virginia
Postal Code: 24211


Comments:
Dear Sir,


I would like to comment on the recently released Upper Chattooga Environmental Assessment and proposed management plan, 
alternative #4.


It is clear that the Upper Chattooga is under increasing pressure
from visitors, and concessions must be made to protect all of
its "outstanding and remarkable" qualities. I feel, with alternative #4, the Forest Service has not gone far enough to 
protect the Upper Chattooga and has restricted boating without justification.


The Forest Service not only needs to conduct a proper impact study of boating in the Upper Chattooga, it must also 
conduct similar studies on all other user groups. Boating is viewed as the only variable in all management plan 
alternatives. When in fact, there are larger, more impactful user groups that are not considered for limits and/or 
restrictions. It's only with quality impact studies that the Forest Service may equitably reduce the impact of all user 
groups and therefore, protect and restore its natural wonders.


First and foremost, the Forest Service must:


1) Eliminate all road side parking within 1/4 mile of all bridges.
Not just create an additional parking area a distance from the bridge.
2) Permanently close user created trails. A few well "designed" and well used trails could be converted to sanctioned 
Forest Service trails.
3) Establish a fair and equitable permitting system for all Upper Chattooga users. The data collected will help 
establish future use and limits guidelines.
4) Close the fish hatchery that is responsible for polluting the
East Fork of the Chattooga River.
5) Stock only native fish in the river.
6) Restrict or rotate river access to anglers, allowing the stream
beds and banks to recuperate from trampling.
7) Restrict or rotate campsite use, allowing areas to recuperate
from over use.
8) Ban camping within 1/2 mile of all bridges or roads.
9) Close a couple of bridges and/or roads to create a more remote wilderness corridor.
10) Complete a true user capacity analysis and impact study for all user groups.
11) Allow equitable access to all environmentally friendly user
groups based on impact studies.
12) Put the protection and restoration of the environment above all uses and user groups. The "Outstanding and 
Remarkable" quality of the Upper Chattooga is not artificially created fishing, it is the breathtaking wilderness.


Although it is not a perfect plan, I would support implementation of Alternative 8. It fairly and equitably places all 
environmentally friendly user groups on the same footing, while establishing a few extra protections to the 
environment. I would urge the Forest Service to make use of the "adaptive management" approach, in Alternative 8, to 
further protect the environment in the ways I have outlined above.


Thank You
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From: shelleypoli@comcast.net


To: comments-southern-francismarion-sumter@fs.fed.us


cc: burch@gon.com


Subject: Save the Upper Chattooga River Comments
Date: 08/18/2008 06:39 PM


The following comments about saving the Upper Chattooga River were submitted via the Georgia Outdoor Network website at 
www.georgiaoutdoornetwork.org 


Name: Dave Poli
E-Mail Address: shelleypoli@comcast.net
Address: 656 Old Lincoln Hwy., 
City: Ligonier
State: Pennsylvania
Postal Code: 15658


Comments:
Please open this river to boating.  All parties should share use of this resource equally.  Thanks, Dave.
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From: swampersully@hotmail.com


To: comments-southern-francismarion-sumter@fs.fed.us


cc: burch@gon.com


Subject: Save the Upper Chattooga River Comments
Date: 08/16/2008 08:50 PM


The following comments about saving the Upper Chattooga River were submitted via the Georgia Outdoor Network website at 
www.georgiaoutdoornetwork.org 


Name: Ryan Sullivan
E-Mail Address: swampersully@hotmail.com
Address: 1881 Oak Village Ln, 
City: Lawrenceville
State: Georgia
Postal Code: 30043


Comments:
 I would like to see this area remain natural for all to enjoy. I believe there are already enough areas that currently 
allow boating.  I have nothing against boating, I just think it is not appropriate in this area. Thank you for 
listening to my opinion.
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From: pairodoxs@mindspring.com


To: comments-southern-francismarion-sumter@fs.fed.us


cc: burch@gon.com


Subject: Save the Upper Chattooga River Comments
Date: 08/15/2008 07:26 PM


The following comments about saving the Upper Chattooga River were submitted via the Georgia Outdoor Network website at 
www.georgiaoutdoornetwork.org 


Name: Larry Gerlach
E-Mail Address: pairodoxs@mindspring.com
Address: 585 McClure Drive, 
City: Cumming
State: Georgia
Postal Code: 30028


Comments:
Please keep the upper Chatooga boat free. It's impossible to enjoy trout fishing when someone comes blasting by (or 
even sneaking by) in a kayak or other watercraft. 
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From: epetkovich@seligenterprises.com


To: comments-southern-francismarion-sumter@fs.fed.us


cc: burch@gon.com


Subject: Save the Upper Chattooga River Comments
Date: 08/15/2008 03:14 PM


The following comments about saving the Upper Chattooga River were submitted via the Georgia Outdoor Network website at 
www.georgiaoutdoornetwork.org 


Name: Elizabeth  Petkovich
E-Mail Address: epetkovich@seligenterprises.com
Address: 2900 Galahad Drive, 
City: Atlanta
State: Georgia
Postal Code: 30345


Comments:
Save the area for the hikers, campers and fisherman.  There are plenty of other options for whitewater rafting.
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From: beth@barcodelabeling.com


To: comments-southern-francismarion-sumter@fs.fed.us


cc: burch@gon.com


Subject: Save the Upper Chattooga River Comments
Date: 08/15/2008 01:47 PM


The following comments about saving the Upper Chattooga River were submitted via the Georgia Outdoor Network website at 
www.georgiaoutdoornetwork.org 


Name: Beth Perry
E-Mail Address: beth@barcodelabeling.com
Address: 3710 Henderson Drive, 
City: Cumming
State: Georgia
Postal Code: 30041


Comments:
I would encourage you to maintain the current management on all three national forests. 
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From: ru_jeepman@hotmail.com


To: comments-southern-francismarion-sumter@fs.fed.us


cc: burch@gon.com


Subject: Save the Upper Chattooga River Comments
Date: 08/18/2008 11:40 AM


The following comments about saving the Upper Chattooga River were submitted via the Georgia Outdoor Network website at 
www.georgiaoutdoornetwork.org 


Name: Reed Goshorn
E-Mail Address: ru_jeepman@hotmail.com
Address: 757 Co Rd 614, 
City: Mentone
State: Alabama
Postal Code: 35984


Comments:
Dear Sirs, 


I would like to comment on the recently released Upper Chattooga Environmental Assessment and proposed management plan, 
alternative #4. 


It is clear that the Upper Chattooga is under increasing pressure from visitors, and concessions must be made to 
protect all of its "outstanding and remarkable" qualities. I feel, with alternative #4, the Forest Service has not gone 
far enough to protect the Upper Chattooga and has restricted boating without justification. 


The Forest Service not only needs to conduct a proper impact study of boating in the Upper Chattooga, it must also 
conduct similar studies on all other user groups. Boating is viewed as the only variable in all management plan 
alternatives. When in fact, there are larger, more impactful user groups that are not considered for limits and/or 
restrictions. It's only with quality impact studies that the Forest Service may equitably reduce the impact of all user 
groups and therefore, protect and restore its natural wonders. 


First and foremost, the Forest Service must: 


1) Eliminate all road side parking within 1/4 mile of all bridges. Not just create an additional parking area a 
distance from the bridge.


2) Permanently close user created trails. A few well "designed" and well used trails could be converted to sanctioned 
Forest Service trails.


3) Establish a fair and equitable permitting system for all Upper Chattooga users. The data collected will help 
establish future use and limits guidelines.


4) Close the fish hatchery that is responsible for polluting the East Fork of the Chattooga River.


5) Stock only native fish in the river.


6) Restrict or rotate river access to anglers, allowing the stream beds and banks to recuperate from trampling.


7) Restrict or rotate campsite use, allowing areas to recuperate from over use.


8) Ban camping within 1/2 mile of all bridges or roads.


9) Close a couple of bridges and/or roads to create a more remote wilderness corridor.


10) Complete a true user capacity analysis and impact study for all user groups.


11) Allow equitable access to all environmentally friendly user groups based on impact studies.


12) Put the protection and restoration of the environment above all uses and user groups. The "Outstanding and 
Remarkable" quality of the Upper Chattooga is not artificially created fishing, it is the breathtaking wilderness. 


Although it is not a perfect plan, I would support implementation of Alternative 8. It fairly and equitably places all 
environmentally friendly user groups on the same footing, while establishing a few extra protections to the 
environment. I would urge the Forest Service to make use of the "adaptive management" approach, in Alternative 8, to 
further protect the environment in the ways I have outlined above.


Sincerely,


Reed Goshorn
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From: maragland@citynet.net


To: comments-southern-francismarion-sumter@fs.fed.us


cc: burch@gon.com


Subject: Save the Upper Chattooga River Comments
Date: 08/18/2008 06:40 PM


The following comments about saving the Upper Chattooga River were submitted via the Georgia Outdoor Network website at 
www.georgiaoutdoornetwork.org 


Name: Michael A.  Ragland
E-Mail Address: maragland@citynet.net
Address: 526 Maxwell Street , 
City: Charleston 
State: West Virginia
Postal Code: 25311


Comments:
Dear Sir(s),


My name is Andy Ragland and I would like to comment on the recently released Upper Chattooga 
Environmental Assessment and proposed management plan, alternative 
#4. 


It is clear that the Upper Chattooga is under increasing pressure 
from visitors, and concessions must be made to protect all of 
its "outstanding and remarkable" qualities. I feel, with alternative 
#4, the Forest Service has not gone far enough to protect the Upper 
Chattooga and has restricted boating WITHOUT JUSTIFICATION. 


The Forest Service not only needs to conduct a proper impact study of 
boating in the Upper Chattooga, it must also conduct similar studies 
on all other user groups. Boating is viewed as the only variable in 
all management plan alternatives. When in fact, there are larger, 
more much more impacting types of user groups that are not considered for limits and/or 
restrictions. It's only with quality impact studies that the Forest 
Service may EQUITABLY reduce the impact of ALL user groups and 
therefore, protect and restore its natural wonders.


First and foremost, the Forest Service must:


1)  Eliminate all road side parking within 1/4 mile of all bridges. 
Not just create an additional parking area a distance from the bridge.
2)  Permanently close user created trails. A few well "designed" and 
well used trails could be converted to sanctioned Forest Service 
trails.
3)  Establish a fair and equitable permitting system for all Upper 
Chattooga users. The data collected will help establish future use 
and limits guidelines.
4)  Close the fish hatchery that is responsible for polluting the 
East Fork of the Chattooga River.
5)  Stock only NATIVE fish in the river.
6)  Restrict or rotate river access to ANGLERS, allowing the stream 
beds and banks to recuperate from trampling.
7)  Restrict or rotate campsite use, allowing areas to recuperate 
from over use.
8)  Ban camping within 1/2 mile of all bridges or roads.
9)  Close a couple of bridges and/or roads to create a more remote 
wilderness corridor. 
10)  Complete a true user capacity analysis and impact study for all 
user groups.
11)  Allow equitable access to all environmentally friendly user 
groups based on impact studies.
12)  Put the protection and restoration of the environment above all 
uses and user groups. The "Outstanding and Remarkable" quality of the 
Upper Chattooga is not artificially created fishing, it is the 
breathtaking wilderness.


Although it is not a perfect plan, I would support implementation of 
ALTERNATIVE 8; it fairly and equitably places all environmentally 
friendly user groups on the same footing, while establishing a few 
extra protections to the environment. I would urge the Forest Service 
to make use of the "adaptive management" approach, in Alternative 8, 
to further protect the environment in the ways I have outlined above.


Thank You
Andy Ragland 
Charleston, WV


email: maragland@citynet.net
Charleston, WV
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Phone: 304-345-6934








From: jrbig8@yahoo.com


To: comments-southern-francismarion-sumter@fs.fed.us


cc: burch@gon.com


Subject: Save the Upper Chattooga River Comments
Date: 08/16/2008 08:56 PM


The following comments about saving the Upper Chattooga River were submitted via the Georgia Outdoor Network website at 
www.georgiaoutdoornetwork.org 


Name: James Garris
E-Mail Address: jrbig8@yahoo.com
Address: 164 Apple Valley Rd, 
City: Dahlonega
State: Georgia
Postal Code: 30533


Comments:
 with the number of good trout streams limited in north georgia it would be a real tragedy to turn this river over to 
the rafters.it should stay prestine as it is now.
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From: houseboy@charter.net


To: comments-southern-francismarion-sumter@fs.fed.us


cc: burch@gon.com


Subject: Save the Upper Chattooga River Comments
Date: 08/15/2008 08:33 PM


The following comments about saving the Upper Chattooga River were submitted via the Georgia Outdoor Network website at 
www.georgiaoutdoornetwork.org 


Name: Steve Redding
E-Mail Address: houseboy@charter.net
Address: 560 Milton Dr., 
City: Mcdonough
State: Georgia
Postal Code: 30252


Comments:
Thank you for inviting all who may be impacted by these actions.
As a trout fisherman I would like to support option number 4 which allows a winter season for boating.  


Thank You,


Steve
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From: dwwp1@yahoo.com


To: comments-southern-francismarion-sumter@fs.fed.us


cc: burch@gon.com


Subject: Save the Upper Chattooga River Comments
Date: 08/15/2008 03:16 PM


The following comments about saving the Upper Chattooga River were submitted via the Georgia Outdoor Network website at 
www.georgiaoutdoornetwork.org 


Name: Dustin Pate
E-Mail Address: dwwp1@yahoo.com
Address: 745 Oak Grove Road, 
City: Carrollton
State: Georgia
Postal Code: 30117


Comments:
I do not support this idea.
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From: benball4719@sbcglobal.net


To: comments-southern-francismarion-sumter@fs.fed.us


cc: burch@gon.com


Subject: Save the Upper Chattooga River Comments
Date: 08/15/2008 01:50 PM


The following comments about saving the Upper Chattooga River were submitted via the Georgia Outdoor Network website at 
www.georgiaoutdoornetwork.org 


Name: Ben Ball
E-Mail Address: benball4719@sbcglobal.net
Address: 1311 Pimlico Pkwy, 
City: Libertyville
State: Illinois
Postal Code: 60048


Comments:
Ladies/Gentlemen:


I grew up fishing the Chatooga and I still spend approximately 20 days afield in Georgia, despite living in IL. I 
support the Preferred Management Plan offered by the FWS, if boating is to be allowed at all. I also spend much time on 
the French Broad River around Asheville, NC. Commercial boating is a good business for the area, and the river is doing 
fine, but it is no "wilderness area". You can't cast a line without hitting a raft from June to September. Don't let 
that happen to the 'hooch please. 


Thank you for your time and consideration.
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From: jedkayak@bellsouth.net


To: comments-southern-francismarion-sumter@fs.fed.us


cc: burch@gon.com


Subject: Save the Upper Chattooga River Comments
Date: 08/18/2008 11:42 AM


The following comments about saving the Upper Chattooga River were submitted via the Georgia Outdoor Network website at 
www.georgiaoutdoornetwork.org 


Name: James Dugger
E-Mail Address: jedkayak@bellsouth.net
Address: PO Box 1108, 
City: Mandeville
State: Louisiana
Postal Code: 70470


Comments:
The river should be open to everyone.  It is a national forest.  I have brought my boy scouts up to Clayton, GA to camp 
Rainey Mountain, and we have paddled the river many times.  My personal opinion is that the kayakers and scouts are 
much better at taking care of the enviroment and protecting our national forest, than many of the locals we have seen 
camping and fishing up there.
Since the river is only high enough to paddle during or immediately after a rain, which usually occures in the winter 
months, the fisherman are not going to be there under those weather conditions. The many times I have paddled the 
river, I have only seen a couple of fisherman, and they were seldom fishing in the main current of he river where the 
kayakers want to be.  My boy scouts have enjoyed coming up there and always look forward to spending time in the area
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From: benball4719@sbcglobal.net


To: comments-southern-francismarion-sumter@fs.fed.us


cc: burch@gon.com


Subject: Save the Upper Chattooga River Comments
Date: 08/15/2008 01:51 PM


The following comments about saving the Upper Chattooga River were submitted via the Georgia Outdoor Network website at 
www.georgiaoutdoornetwork.org 


Name: Ben Ball
E-Mail Address: benball4719@sbcglobal.net
Address: 1311 Pimlico Pkwy, 
City: Libertyville
State: Illinois
Postal Code: 60048


Comments:
Ladies/Gentlemen:


I grew up fishing the Chatooga and I still spend approximately 20 days afield in Georgia, despite living in IL. I 
support the Preferred Management Plan offered by the FWS, if boating is to be allowed at all. I also spend much time on 
the French Broad River around Asheville, NC. Commercial boating is a good business for the area, and the river is doing 
fine, but it is no "wilderness area". You can't cast a line without hitting a raft from June to September. Don't let 
that happen to the 'hooch please. 


Thank you for your time and consideration.
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From: shelleypoli@comcast.net


To: comments-southern-francismarion-sumter@fs.fed.us


cc: burch@gon.com


Subject: Save the Upper Chattooga River Comments
Date: 08/18/2008 06:40 PM


The following comments about saving the Upper Chattooga River were submitted via the Georgia Outdoor Network website at 
www.georgiaoutdoornetwork.org 


Name: Dave Poli
E-Mail Address: shelleypoli@comcast.net
Address: 656 Old Lincoln Hwy., 
City: Ligonier
State: Pennsylvania
Postal Code: 15658


Comments:
Please open this river to boating.  All parties should share use of this resource equally.  Thanks, Dave.
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From: rogerrmz450@yahoo.com


To: comments-southern-francismarion-sumter@fs.fed.us


cc: burch@gon.com


Subject: Save the Upper Chattooga River Comments
Date: 08/16/2008 09:14 PM


The following comments about saving the Upper Chattooga River were submitted via the Georgia Outdoor Network website at 
www.georgiaoutdoornetwork.org 


Name: ROGER TENNANT
E-Mail Address: rogerrmz450@yahoo.com
Address: 190 Calland Dr, 
City: Summerville
State: Georgia
Postal Code: 30747


Comments:
I am against letting boaters have access to the river. I feel it will ruin the the river for what it is known and 
stands for.            Thank you,  ROGER TENNANT
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From: jtodedmisten@yahoo.com


To: comments-southern-francismarion-sumter@fs.fed.us


cc: burch@gon.com


Subject: Save the Upper Chattooga River Comments
Date: 08/15/2008 08:39 PM


The following comments about saving the Upper Chattooga River were submitted via the Georgia Outdoor Network website at 
www.georgiaoutdoornetwork.org 


Name: Tod Edmisten
E-Mail Address: jtodedmisten@yahoo.com
Address: 503 Carson Farm Road, 
City: Carnesville
State: Georgia
Postal Code: 30521


Comments:
I feel we have enough areas in Georgia for boating , and not enough areas for trout fishing . The rivers should be set 
aside to stay a natural habitat and undisturbed .
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From: wayneclifton@hortonironworks.com


To: comments-southern-francismarion-sumter@fs.fed.us


cc: burch@gon.com


Subject: Save the Upper Chattooga River Comments
Date: 08/15/2008 03:17 PM


The following comments about saving the Upper Chattooga River were submitted via the Georgia Outdoor Network website at 
www.georgiaoutdoornetwork.org 


Name: Wayne Clifton
E-Mail Address: wayneclifton@hortonironworks.com
Address: 119 N. Jenkins Dr., 
City: Eatonton
State: Georgia
Postal Code: 31024


Comments:
I think that the Upper Chattooga River needs to stay as it is! 
FOOT TRAVEL ONLY
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From: buddygrisham@yahoo.com


To: comments-southern-francismarion-sumter@fs.fed.us


cc: burch@gon.com


Subject: Save the Upper Chattooga River Comments
Date: 08/18/2008 06:44 PM


The following comments about saving the Upper Chattooga River were submitted via the Georgia Outdoor Network website at 
www.georgiaoutdoornetwork.org 


Name: Thomas Grisham
E-Mail Address: buddygrisham@yahoo.com
Address: 280 Pinewood Place, 
City: Dahlonega
State: Georgia
Postal Code: 30533


Comments:
Keep it wild!!!



mailto:buddygrisham@yahoo.com

mailto:comments-southern-francismarion-sumter@fs.fed.us

mailto:burch@gon.com






From: ctommyking@comcast.net


To: comments-southern-francismarion-sumter@fs.fed.us


cc: burch@gon.com


Subject: Save the Upper Chattooga River Comments
Date: 08/16/2008 10:13 PM


The following comments about saving the Upper Chattooga River were submitted via the Georgia Outdoor Network website at 
www.georgiaoutdoornetwork.org 


Name: Tommy King
E-Mail Address: ctommyking@comcast.net
Address: 3902 Evans Dr., 
City: Lithia Springs
State: Georgia
Postal Code: 30122


Comments:
I believe that the upper Chattooga should be left as natural as possible, which is a fading trend these days every 
where you look!!  The rafting companies should not have access,  only foot traffic should be allowed!!  But if they 
just have to have there way, I believe alternative 4 will have to suffice!!  Thank you for hearing our comments.
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From: cissell1@comcast.net


To: comments-southern-francismarion-sumter@fs.fed.us


cc: burch@gon.com


Subject: Save the Upper Chattooga River Comments
Date: 08/15/2008 08:49 PM


The following comments about saving the Upper Chattooga River were submitted via the Georgia Outdoor Network website at 
www.georgiaoutdoornetwork.org 


Name: Thomas Cissell
E-Mail Address: cissell1@comcast.net
Address: 108 Westwind Parkway, 
City: Ball Ground
State: Georgia
Postal Code: 30107


Comments:
Thank you for allowing comments on the proposed preferred management alternatives for the Chattooga River.


No boating on the upper Chattooga River.


Maintain current management on all three national forests.


Increase solitude by managing encounters through a permit system and reducing user-created features. 


Emphasize, protect and enhance exceptional, year-round, high-quality trout fishing. 
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From: u_thom@bellsouth.net


To: comments-southern-francismarion-sumter@fs.fed.us


cc: burch@gon.com


Subject: Save the Upper Chattooga River Comments
Date: 08/15/2008 03:17 PM


The following comments about saving the Upper Chattooga River were submitted via the Georgia Outdoor Network website at 
www.georgiaoutdoornetwork.org 


Name: Thom Underwood
E-Mail Address: u_thom@bellsouth.net
Address: 6296 Vernon Woods Dr NE, 
City: Atlanta
State: Georgia
Postal Code: 30328


Comments:
Let me express my sincere appreciation for your agencies careful attention to this issue. The protection and 
preservation of the Chattoga Wild and Scenic River area should be the primary guiding factor for all parties commenting 
on this review.


 
Although my preferred alternative still includes the continuation of the existing ban on boating in the Upper Chattoga 
River corridor I reiterate my support for Alternative 4, including prevention of LWD removal and vigilant law 
enforcement, as the highest and best means to allow diverse user enjoyment and minimize negative effects on this 
fragile waterway.
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From: johndpruitt@hotmail.com


To: comments-southern-francismarion-sumter@fs.fed.us


cc: burch@gon.com


Subject: Save the Upper Chattooga River Comments
Date: 08/18/2008 11:55 AM


The following comments about saving the Upper Chattooga River were submitted via the Georgia Outdoor Network website at 
www.georgiaoutdoornetwork.org 


Name: John Pruitt
E-Mail Address: johndpruitt@hotmail.com
Address: 4435 Nassau Way, 
City: Marietta
State: Georgia
Postal Code: 30068


Comments:
Dear Sir,


I would like to comment on the recently released Upper Chattooga Environmental Assessment and proposed management plan, 
alternative #4.


It is clear that the Upper Chattooga is under increasing pressure from visitors, and concessions must be made to 
protect all of its "outstanding and remarkable" qualities. I feel, with alternative #4, the Forest Service has not gone 
far enough to protect the Upper Chattooga and has restricted boating without justification.


The Forest Service not only needs to conduct a proper impact study of  boating in the Upper Chattooga, it must also 
conduct similar studies on all other user groups. Boating is viewed as the only variable in all management plan 
alternatives. When in fact, there are larger, more impactful user groups that are not considered for limits and/or 
restrictions. It's only with quality impact studies that the Forest Service may equitably reduce the impact of all user 
groups and therefore, protect and restore its natural wonders.


First and foremost, the Forest Service must:


1)  Eliminate all road side parking within 1/4 mile of all bridges. Not just create an additional parking area a 
distance from the bridge.
2)  Permanently close user created trails. A few well "designed" and well used trails could be converted to sanctioned 
Forest Service trails.
3)  Establish a fair and equitable permitting system for all Upper Chattooga users. The data collected will help 
establish future use and limits guidelines.
4)  Close the fish hatchery that is responsible for polluting the East Fork of the Chattooga River.
5)  Stock only native fish in the river.
6)  Restrict or rotate river access to anglers, allowing the stream beds and banks to recuperate from trampling.
7)  Restrict or rotate campsite use, allowing areas to recuperate from over use.
8)  Ban camping within 1/2 mile of all bridges or roads.
9)  Close a couple of bridges and/or roads to create a more remote wilderness corridor.
10)  Complete a true user capacity analysis and impact study for all user groups.
11)  Allow equitable access to all environmentally friendly user  
groups based on impact studies.
12)  Put the protection and restoration of the environment above all uses and user groups. The "Outstanding and 
Remarkable" quality of the Upper Chattooga is not artificially created fishing, it is the breathtaking wilderness.


Although it is not a perfect plan, I would support implementation of  Alternative 8. It fairly and equitably places all 
environmentally friendly user groups on the same footing, while establishing a few extra protections to the 
environment. I would urge the Forest Service to make use of the "adaptive management" approach, in Alternative 8, to 
further protect the environment in the ways I have outlined above.


Thank You
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From: joe@racogc.com


To: comments-southern-francismarion-sumter@fs.fed.us


cc: burch@gon.com


Subject: Save the Upper Chattooga River Comments
Date: 08/15/2008 01:53 PM


The following comments about saving the Upper Chattooga River were submitted via the Georgia Outdoor Network website at 
www.georgiaoutdoornetwork.org 


Name: Joe Davis
E-Mail Address: joe@racogc.com
Address: Stewart Reilly Dr, 
City: Acworth
State: Georgia
Postal Code: 30101


Comments:
As an avaid trout fisherman, hunter and general outdoor enthusiast I think it would be an absoluty travisty to open the 
waters of the upper Chatooga River to boaters. This is a wild area with foot traffic only and has perserved a very 
pristene area for many diverse uses. To allow white water rafters access to this stretch of river would be extremly 
harmfull to the overall ecosystem as well as the trought fishery and pristene nature of the area. DO NOT ALLOW BOATING 
ACCESS
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From: shaneparr@ymail.com


To: comments-southern-francismarion-sumter@fs.fed.us


cc: burch@gon.com


Subject: Save the Upper Chattooga River Comments
Date: 08/18/2008 07:02 PM


The following comments about saving the Upper Chattooga River were submitted via the Georgia Outdoor Network website at 
www.georgiaoutdoornetwork.org 


Name: Shane Parr
E-Mail Address: shaneparr@ymail.com
Address: 352 Ash Wood Lane, 
City: Cleveland
State: Georgia
Postal Code: 30528


Comments:
On          the subject of the chattoga river im a boater and fisherman.i feel the river needs to support both and is 
just fine havingdiffent sectionsfor each.some need to remain reserved for fishing,like i said ifish and kayak.this is 
just my view,its difficult to fish with boaters comig down and like i said i do both and have no prpmble with having 
diffent sections.thank you
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From: burch@gon.com


To: comments-southern-francismarion-sumter@fs.fed.us


cc: burch@gon.com


Subject: Save the Upper Chattooga River Comments
Date: 08/18/2008 11:56 AM


The following comments about saving the Upper Chattooga River were submitted via the Georgia Outdoor Network website at 
www.georgiaoutdoornetwork.org 


Name: Steve Burch
E-Mail Address: burch@gon.com
Address: 1020 Franklin Ct, 
City: Buckhead
State: Georgia
Postal Code: 30625


Comments:
I support alternative 4 and oppose any further of intrusion on this special place by boaters. The original Forest 
Service proposal was the right choice. This new, alternative 4 is as much concession as I am prepared to stomach. 
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From: SWAMPFROG67@BELLSOUTH.NET


To: comments-southern-francismarion-sumter@fs.fed.us


cc: burch@gon.com


Subject: Save the Upper Chattooga River Comments
Date: 08/17/2008 12:44 AM


The following comments about saving the Upper Chattooga River were submitted via the Georgia Outdoor Network website at 
www.georgiaoutdoornetwork.org 


Name: JORGE MALDONADO
E-Mail Address: SWAMPFROG67@BELLSOUTH.NET
Address: 18978 42 ND ROAD NORTH, 
City: LOXAHATCHEE
State: Florida
Postal Code: 33470


Comments:
i spend almost all my vacation time in georgia.  i would love to see these natual areas stay the way they are.  i think 
the whitewater boaters have enough areas to play in. keep this quite spot like it is. 
thanks and good day
JORGE MALDONADO
SWAMPFROG67@BELLSOUTH.NET
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From: slikdove@aol.com


To: comments-southern-francismarion-sumter@fs.fed.us


cc: burch@gon.com


Subject: Save the Upper Chattooga River Comments
Date: 08/15/2008 08:59 PM


The following comments about saving the Upper Chattooga River were submitted via the Georgia Outdoor Network website at 
www.georgiaoutdoornetwork.org 


Name: William Dove
E-Mail Address: slikdove@aol.com
Address: 1175 Shirley Rd, 
City: Royston
State: Georgia
Postal Code: 30662


Comments:
boating traffic would destroy the natural atmosphere and be harmful to the fishery.
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From: larry@holbrookmyers.com


To: comments-southern-francismarion-sumter@fs.fed.us


cc: burch@gon.com


Subject: Save the Upper Chattooga River Comments
Date: 08/15/2008 03:18 PM


The following comments about saving the Upper Chattooga River were submitted via the Georgia Outdoor Network website at 
www.georgiaoutdoornetwork.org 


Name: Larry Anderson
E-Mail Address: larry@holbrookmyers.com
Address: 200 Fairbrook Lane, 
City: Stockbridge
State: Georgia
Postal Code: 30281


Comments:
To Whom it May Concern,


Gentlemen we hope you are aware there are very few places left in this state and in the country where it is possible to 
experience the solitude and nature at its finest of the Upper Chattooga. We respectfully request that it remain as it 
is now accessible by foot only. The boaters have a long stretch of the lower Chatooga and we do not want to take that 
from them, we just want to see a portion of one of the most beautiful rivers in the country to remain as it is.


Sincerely,
Larry H. Anderson
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From: browningsrus@alltel.net


To: comments-southern-francismarion-sumter@fs.fed.us


cc: burch@gon.com


Subject: Save the Upper Chattooga River Comments
Date: 08/15/2008 01:54 PM


The following comments about saving the Upper Chattooga River were submitted via the Georgia Outdoor Network website at 
www.georgiaoutdoornetwork.org 


Name: Roger Browning
E-Mail Address: browningsrus@alltel.net
Address: 148 Hidden Lakes Dr., 
City: Gray
State: Georgia
Postal Code: 31032


Comments:
Fishing is impossible on the Nantahala due to boaters/rafters. Why not develope whitewater oppurtunities on other 
streams that are more public anyways? The flint would be a good choice.
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From: ccmello@hotmail.com


To: comments-southern-francismarion-sumter@fs.fed.us


cc: burch@gon.com


Subject: Save the Upper Chattooga River Comments
Date: 08/18/2008 07:42 PM


The following comments about saving the Upper Chattooga River were submitted via the Georgia Outdoor Network website at 
www.georgiaoutdoornetwork.org 


Name: Charles Mellon
E-Mail Address: ccmello@hotmail.com
Address: 111 N81st St, 
City: Seattle
State: Washington
Postal Code: 98103


Comments:
I have to admit that the current restrictions do seem unfair and that as true stewards of the river, regulations should 
apply to all users not just everyone else. I'd be a bit embarresed to be associated with a group at home that has the 
beleifs of TU. 


Sincerely
Charles Mellon
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From: curtisbeblack@yahoo.com


To: comments-southern-francismarion-sumter@fs.fed.us


cc: burch@gon.com


Subject: Save the Upper Chattooga River Comments
Date: 08/18/2008 12:05 PM


The following comments about saving the Upper Chattooga River were submitted via the Georgia Outdoor Network website at 
www.georgiaoutdoornetwork.org 


Name: Curtis Black
E-Mail Address: curtisbeblack@yahoo.com
Address: 7690 Pea Ridge Road, 
City: Lula
State: Georgia
Postal Code: 30554


Comments:
Please leave the upper Chattooga River zoned as it is. If changed only change to Alternative number 4.
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From: afs@netcommander.com


To: comments-southern-francismarion-sumter@fs.fed.us


cc: burch@gon.com


Subject: Save the Upper Chattooga River Comments
Date: 08/17/2008 06:50 AM


The following comments about saving the Upper Chattooga River were submitted via the Georgia Outdoor Network website at 
www.georgiaoutdoornetwork.org 


Name: Bobby Massey
E-Mail Address: afs@netcommander.com
Address: 1010 Harris Hollis Lane, 
City: Madison
State: Georgia
Postal Code: 30650


Comments:
Dear Forest Service,


I have been an outdorrsman all my life and a boater as well. 
I support the alternative # 4 to allow boat traffic from December thru February but strongly believe that only foot 
traffix should be allowed the rest of the year as it is now.


This area should be preserved and I ask you to not allow boat traffic except suring the Dec to Feb period. Thanks in 
advance for what I hope will be your favorable decision. There is plenty of other whitewater for boaters without 
opening this area to it.


Sincerely,
Bobby Massey
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From: jon@harcresthomes.com


To: comments-southern-francismarion-sumter@fs.fed.us


cc: burch@gon.com


Subject: Save the Upper Chattooga River Comments
Date: 08/15/2008 09:07 PM


The following comments about saving the Upper Chattooga River were submitted via the Georgia Outdoor Network website at 
www.georgiaoutdoornetwork.org 


Name: Jon Jackson
E-Mail Address: jon@harcresthomes.com
Address: 4147 Haynes Circle, 
City: Snellville
State: Georgia
Postal Code: 30039


Comments:
please preserve the upper chattooga river for the sportsman of Georgia to use and protect, to keep it a pristeen 
enviroment.
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From: tonyL@meltonus.com


To: comments-southern-francismarion-sumter@fs.fed.us


cc: burch@gon.com


Subject: Save the Upper Chattooga River Comments
Date: 08/15/2008 03:19 PM


The following comments about saving the Upper Chattooga River were submitted via the Georgia Outdoor Network website at 
www.georgiaoutdoornetwork.org 


Name: Anthony Laniewicz
E-Mail Address: tonyL@meltonus.com
Address: 745 West Winder Ind Pkwy, 
City: Winder
State: Georgia
Postal Code: 30680


Comments:
save our waters
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From: labbiscuit1972@yahoo.com


To: comments-southern-francismarion-sumter@fs.fed.us


cc: burch@gon.com


Subject: Save the Upper Chattooga River Comments
Date: 08/15/2008 01:55 PM


The following comments about saving the Upper Chattooga River were submitted via the Georgia Outdoor Network website at 
www.georgiaoutdoornetwork.org 


Name: James Hester
E-Mail Address: labbiscuit1972@yahoo.com
Address: 5517 Williams Drive, 
City: Donalsonville
State: Georgia
Postal Code: 39845


Comments:
boating does not need to be allowed
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From: daugherty@alltel.net


To: comments-southern-francismarion-sumter@fs.fed.us


cc: burch@gon.com


Subject: Save the Upper Chattooga River Comments
Date: 08/17/2008 08:24 AM


The following comments about saving the Upper Chattooga River were submitted via the Georgia Outdoor Network website at 
www.georgiaoutdoornetwork.org 


Name: Jim Daugherty
E-Mail Address: daugherty@alltel.net
Address: 144 Old Fortville Rd, 
City: Gray
State: Georgia
Postal Code: 31032


Comments:
I am NOT if favor of allowing access to boaters on the upper Chatooga River.  Please do not allow this to happen.  
Thank you.
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From: dwjohnson10@hotmail.com


To: comments-southern-francismarion-sumter@fs.fed.us


cc: burch@gon.com


Subject: Save the Upper Chattooga River Comments
Date: 08/18/2008 12:07 PM


The following comments about saving the Upper Chattooga River were submitted via the Georgia Outdoor Network website at 
www.georgiaoutdoornetwork.org 


Name: Dana  Johnson
E-Mail Address: dwjohnson10@hotmail.com
Address: 32 Atkinson St, 
City: Newnan
State: Georgia
Postal Code: 30263


Comments:
Please reserve the Upper Chattooga River area for foot traffic only.  I've long enjoyed this area specifically for its 
pristine offerings when it comes to hiking and fishing.  I fear the boating traffic would bring unwanted change to this 
area.
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From: swateam@charter.net


To: comments-southern-francismarion-sumter@fs.fed.us


cc: burch@gon.com


Subject: Save the Upper Chattooga River Comments
Date: 08/15/2008 01:57 PM


The following comments about saving the Upper Chattooga River were submitted via the Georgia Outdoor Network website at 
www.georgiaoutdoornetwork.org 


Name: Lee  Johnson
E-Mail Address: swateam@charter.net
Address: 5480 Flakes Mill Rd, 
City: Ellenwood 
State: Georgia
Postal Code: 30294


Comments:
I'm a boater too !
We have few congressionally designated wild and scenic rivers so why take it away from us. Its not like boaters dint 
have a place to enjoy since all other rivers in Georgia are open to them. 
............................. We need more not less.......................... 
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From: hph@tds.net


To: comments-southern-francismarion-sumter@fs.fed.us


cc: burch@gon.com


Subject: Save the Upper Chattooga River Comments
Date: 08/15/2008 09:09 PM


The following comments about saving the Upper Chattooga River were submitted via the Georgia Outdoor Network website at 
www.georgiaoutdoornetwork.org 


Name: Preston Hodges
E-Mail Address: hph@tds.net
Address: 1591 Mangums Trail, 
City: Blue Ridge
State: Georgia
Postal Code: 30513-3810


Comments:
Please do not open the river to other traffic. We are already losing too much pristine areas. The Cohutta national 
forest is a great example. The forest service is bull dozing trees and other native plants to the ground in order to 
close access to trails. You have done more damage to the envioriment than a 100 4-wheelers would have done in five 
years. Pleae do not allow anymore access to this natural area.
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From: chesebro@sbcglobal.net


To: comments-southern-francismarion-sumter@fs.fed.us


cc: burch@gon.com


Subject: Save the Upper Chattooga River Comments
Date: 08/15/2008 03:20 PM


The following comments about saving the Upper Chattooga River were submitted via the Georgia Outdoor Network website at 
www.georgiaoutdoornetwork.org 


Name: Steve Chesebro
E-Mail Address: chesebro@sbcglobal.net
Address: 215 Sudlow Hills Ct., 
City: North Augusta
State: South Carolina
Postal Code: 29841


Comments:
The white water refters have plenty of other rivers to use, please keep the Chattooga River a remote and untamed
area for the prople who enjoy the peace of nature. 
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From: ccmello@hotmail.com


To: comments-southern-francismarion-sumter@fs.fed.us


cc: burch@gon.com


Subject: Save the Upper Chattooga River Comments
Date: 08/18/2008 07:42 PM


The following comments about saving the Upper Chattooga River were submitted via the Georgia Outdoor Network website at 
www.georgiaoutdoornetwork.org 


Name: Charles Mellon
E-Mail Address: ccmello@hotmail.com
Address: 111 N81st St, 
City: Seattle
State: Washington
Postal Code: 98103


Comments:
I have to admit that the current restrictions do seem unfair and that as true stewards of the river, regulations should 
apply to all users not just everyone else. I'd be a bit embarresed to be associated with a group at home that has the 
beleifs of TU. 


Sincerely
Charles Mellon
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From: daugherty@alltel.net


To: comments-southern-francismarion-sumter@fs.fed.us


cc: burch@gon.com


Subject: Save the Upper Chattooga River Comments
Date: 08/17/2008 08:25 AM


The following comments about saving the Upper Chattooga River were submitted via the Georgia Outdoor Network website at 
www.georgiaoutdoornetwork.org 


Name: Jim Daugherty
E-Mail Address: daugherty@alltel.net
Address: 144 Old Fortville Rd, 
City: Gray
State: Georgia
Postal Code: 31032


Comments:
I am NOT if favor of allowing access to boaters on the upper Chatooga River.  Please do not allow this to happen.  
Thank you.
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From: michaelspanjer@hotmail.com


To: comments-southern-francismarion-sumter@fs.fed.us


cc: burch@gon.com


Subject: Save the Upper Chattooga River Comments
Date: 08/18/2008 12:09 PM


The following comments about saving the Upper Chattooga River were submitted via the Georgia Outdoor Network website at 
www.georgiaoutdoornetwork.org 


Name: Michael Spanjer
E-Mail Address: michaelspanjer@hotmail.com
Address: 325 A Front St, 
City: Williamsburg
State: Kentucky
Postal Code: 40769


Comments:
I support Alternative 8.


Many letters have no-doubt been sent that say the river needs to be saved from boaters.  Where is the capacity 
analysis?  How ican anyone make the claim that boaters will destroy the wilderness but that stocking of non-native 
trout, parking near bridges, user-created trails, camping, and fishermen walking in the stream bed do not?    Use 
common sense.  The lobby from Trout Unlimited seems to think that the river only exists to give them a put-and-catch 
fish zoo.  The Chattooga headwaters are much more than that and I support the protection of this resource, not just the 
protection of sport fishing.
thanks,
Michael Spanjer in KY
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From: outdoorlogic@bellsouth.net


To: comments-southern-francismarion-sumter@fs.fed.us


cc: burch@gon.com


Subject: Save the Upper Chattooga River Comments
Date: 08/18/2008 08:01 PM


The following comments about saving the Upper Chattooga River were submitted via the Georgia Outdoor Network website at 
www.georgiaoutdoornetwork.org 


Name: Brian  Kirkland
E-Mail Address: outdoorlogic@bellsouth.net
Address: 60 Windy Park Way, 
City: Candler
State: North Carolina
Postal Code: 28715


Comments:
Dear Sir,


 
I would like to comment on the recently released Upper Chattooga Environmental Assessment and proposed management plan, 
alternative #4.


 
It is clear that the Upper Chattooga is under increasing pressure from visitors, and concessions must be made to 
protect all of its "outstanding and remarkable" qualities. I feel, with alternative #4, the Forest Service has not gone 
far enough to protect the Upper Chattooga and has restricted boating without justification.


 
The Forest Service not only needs to conduct a proper impact study of boating in the Upper Chattooga, it must also 
conduct similar studies on all other user groups. Boating is viewed as the only variable in all management plan 
alternatives. When in fact, there are larger, more impactful user groups that are not considered for limits and/or 
restrictions. It's only with quality impact studies that the Forest Service may equitably reduce the impact of all user 
groups and therefore, protect and restore its natural wonders.


 
First and foremost, the Forest Service must:


 
1)  Eliminate all road side parking within 1/4 mile of all bridges. Not just create an additional parking area a 
distance from the bridge.
2)  Permanently close user created trails. A few well "designed" and well used trails could be converted to sanctioned 
Forest Service trails.
3)  Establish a fair and equitable permitting system for all Upper Chattooga users. The data collected will help 
establish future use and limits guidelines.
4)  Close the fish hatchery that is responsible for polluting the East Fork of the Chattooga River.
5)  Stock only native fish in the river.
6)  Restrict or rotate river access to anglers, allowing the stream beds and banks to recuperate from trampling.
7)  Restrict or rotate campsite use, allowing areas to recuperate from over use.
8)  Ban camping within 1/2 mile of all bridges or roads.
9)  Close a couple of bridges and/or roads to create a more remote wilderness corridor.
10)  Complete a true user capacity analysis and impact study for all user groups.
11)  Allow equitable access to all environmentally friendly user groups based on impact studies.
12)  Put the protection and restoration of the environment above all uses and user groups. The "Outstanding and 
Remarkable" quality of the Upper Chattooga is not artificially created fishing, it is the breathtaking wilderness.


 
Although it is not a perfect plan, I would support implementation of Alternative 8. It fairly and equitably places all 
environmentally friendly user groups on the same footing, while establishing a few extra protections to the 
environment. I would urge the Forest Service to make use of the "adaptive management" approach, in Alternative 8, to 
further protect the environment in the ways I have outlined above.


 
Thank You



mailto:outdoorlogic@bellsouth.net

mailto:comments-southern-francismarion-sumter@fs.fed.us

mailto:burch@gon.com






From: andrew.doles@gmail.com


To: comments-southern-francismarion-sumter@fs.fed.us


cc: burch@gon.com


Subject: Save the Upper Chattooga River Comments
Date: 08/15/2008 01:57 PM


The following comments about saving the Upper Chattooga River were submitted via the Georgia Outdoor Network website at 
www.georgiaoutdoornetwork.org 


Name: Andrew Doles
E-Mail Address: andrew.doles@gmail.com
Address: 3850 Sims Bridge Road, 
City: Monroe
State: Georgia
Postal Code: 30656


Comments:
I do not want to see the upper Chatooga irreparably damaged by excessive boating access.  Please do what is possible to 
restrict access, so my grandchildren will still have a nice area to fish and enjoy nature in a reliatively natural way.


Thank you very much,
Andrew Doles
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From: grannapeg@yahoo.com


To: comments-southern-francismarion-sumter@fs.fed.us


cc: burch@gon.com


Subject: Save the Upper Chattooga River Comments
Date: 08/15/2008 09:28 PM


The following comments about saving the Upper Chattooga River were submitted via the Georgia Outdoor Network website at 
www.georgiaoutdoornetwork.org 


Name: Peggy Garrett
E-Mail Address: grannapeg@yahoo.com
Address: 178 Rocky Hill Lane, 
City: Cleveland
State: Georgia
Postal Code: 30528


Comments:
There's not enough wild areas left any more! Let the boaters go where they've already ruined and trashed the great 
outdoors! Once it has been ruined you cannot fix it back.  
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From: gregory.dial@associates.dhs.gov


To: comments-southern-francismarion-sumter@fs.fed.us


cc: burch@gon.com


Subject: Save the Upper Chattooga River Comments
Date: 08/15/2008 03:23 PM


The following comments about saving the Upper Chattooga River were submitted via the Georgia Outdoor Network website at 
www.georgiaoutdoornetwork.org 


Name: Greg Dial
E-Mail Address: gregory.dial@associates.dhs.gov
Address: 260 Five Oaks Drive, 
City: Covington
State: Georgia
Postal Code: 30014


Comments:
I oppose changing the present zoning on the upper Chatooga River in order to appease the boater groups.  This area 
should remain in pristine condition, which would not be the case if the boating is alloowed.  



mailto:gregory.dial@associates.dhs.gov

mailto:comments-southern-francismarion-sumter@fs.fed.us

mailto:burch@gon.com






From: Tpow64@charter.net


To: comments-southern-francismarion-sumter@fs.fed.us


cc: burch@gon.com


Subject: Save the Upper Chattooga River Comments
Date: 08/18/2008 08:01 PM


The following comments about saving the Upper Chattooga River were submitted via the Georgia Outdoor Network website at 
www.georgiaoutdoornetwork.org 


Name: Tommy Powell
E-Mail Address: Tpow64@charter.net
Address: 2347Hwy.36West, 
City: Jackson
State: Georgia
Postal Code: 30233


Comments:
Please do all that you have to do to keep the Chatooga just as it currently is.No boat access.
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From: dtodd.corey@gmail.com


To: comments-southern-francismarion-sumter@fs.fed.us


cc: burch@gon.com


Subject: Save the Upper Chattooga River Comments
Date: 08/18/2008 12:12 PM


The following comments about saving the Upper Chattooga River were submitted via the Georgia Outdoor Network website at 
www.georgiaoutdoornetwork.org 


Name: Todd Corey
E-Mail Address: dtodd.corey@gmail.com
Address: 226 E Avondale Dr, 
City: Greenville
State: South Carolina
Postal Code: 29609


Comments:
Dear Sir,


I would like to comment on the recently released Upper Chattooga Environmental Assessment and proposed management plan, 
alternative #4.


It is clear that the Upper Chattooga is under increasing pressure from visitors, and concessions must be made to 
protect all of its "outstanding and remarkable" qualities. I feel, with alternative #4, the Forest Service has not gone 
far enough to protect the Upper Chattooga and has restricted boating without justification.


The Forest Service not only needs to conduct a proper impact study of boating in the Upper Chattooga, it must also 
conduct similar studies on all other user groups. Boating is viewed as the only variable in all management plan 
alternatives. When in fact, there are larger, more impactful user groups that are not considered for limits and/or 
restrictions. It's only with quality impact studies that the Forest Service may equitably reduce the impact of all user 
groups and therefore, protect and restore its natural wonders.


First and foremost, the Forest Service must:


1)  Eliminate all road side parking within 1/4 mile of all bridges.  
Not just create an additional parking area a distance from the bridge.
2)  Permanently close user created trails. A few well "designed" and well used trails could be converted to sanctioned 
Forest Service trails.
3)  Establish a fair and equitable permitting system for all Upper Chattooga users. The data collected will help 
establish future use and limits guidelines.
4)  Close the fish hatchery that is responsible for polluting the East Fork of the Chattooga River.
5)  Stock only native fish in the river.
6)  Restrict or rotate river access to anglers, allowing the stream beds and banks to recuperate from trampling.
7)  Restrict or rotate campsite use, allowing areas to recuperate from over use.
8)  Ban camping within 1/2 mile of all bridges or roads.
9)  Close a couple of bridges and/or roads to create a more remote wilderness corridor.
10)  Complete a true user capacity analysis and impact study for all user groups.
11)  Allow equitable access to all environmentally friendly user groups based on impact studies.
12)  Put the protection and restoration of the environment above all uses and user groups. The "Outstanding and 
Remarkable" quality of the Upper Chattooga is not artificially created fishing, it is the breathtaking wilderness.


Although it is not a perfect plan, I would support implementation of Alternative 8. It fairly and equitably places all 
environmentally friendly user groups on the same footing, while establishing a few extra protections to the 
environment. I would urge the Forest Service to make use of the "adaptive management" approach, in Alternative 8, to 
further protect the environment in the ways I have outlined above.


Thank You,


Todd Corey
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From: rangermonroe@ar15.com


To: comments-southern-francismarion-sumter@fs.fed.us


cc: burch@gon.com


Subject: Save the Upper Chattooga River Comments
Date: 08/17/2008 08:55 AM


The following comments about saving the Upper Chattooga River were submitted via the Georgia Outdoor Network website at 
www.georgiaoutdoornetwork.org 


Name: Owen Monroe
E-Mail Address: rangermonroe@ar15.com
Address: 469 Davis Road, 
City: Richmond Hill
State: Georgia
Postal Code: 31324


Comments:
I don't have a position on this issue, but I support those who live and fish there.  
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From: jason_b633@hotmail.com


To: comments-southern-francismarion-sumter@fs.fed.us


cc: burch@gon.com


Subject: Save the Upper Chattooga River Comments
Date: 08/15/2008 09:44 PM


The following comments about saving the Upper Chattooga River were submitted via the Georgia Outdoor Network website at 
www.georgiaoutdoornetwork.org 


Name: Jason Britt
E-Mail Address: jason_b633@hotmail.com
Address: 4414 Jacobs Dr, 
City: Snellville
State: Georgia
Postal Code: 30039


Comments:
I consider myself a Whitewater boater and trout fisherman. I do believe these organization will do their part in 
conservation. As a result disagree with allowing these organization access to this section of the river. This part of 
the river should remain untouched for future generations to hike, camp and fishing. 


I also disagree with the preferred alternative (Alternative No. 4). Given them an inch and they will take a mile...
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From: toolman1953@comcast.net


To: comments-southern-francismarion-sumter@fs.fed.us


cc: burch@gon.com


Subject: Save the Upper Chattooga River Comments
Date: 08/15/2008 03:29 PM


The following comments about saving the Upper Chattooga River were submitted via the Georgia Outdoor Network website at 
www.georgiaoutdoornetwork.org 


Name: Mike Gibson
E-Mail Address: toolman1953@comcast.net
Address: P.o.box 717, 
City: Rock Spring
State: Georgia
Postal Code: 30739


Comments:
subject: the upper reahes of the chattooga river


I FEEL  THAT WE SHOULD KEEP THIS PORTION OF THE RIVER JUST AS IT IS WE HAVE PLENTY OF RIVERS FOR THE WHITEWATER BOATERS 
WE DON'T HAVE PLENTY OF RIVERS WHERE HIKERS AND TROUT FISHERMAN CAN ENJOY THE UNSPOILED WATERS LIKE THE CHATTOOGA 
RIVER. SO PLEASE KEEP IT JUST AS IT IS   
THANKS MIKE
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From: bill.boulineau@cambriausa.com


To: comments-southern-francismarion-sumter@fs.fed.us


cc: burch@gon.com


Subject: Save the Upper Chattooga River Comments
Date: 08/15/2008 01:58 PM


The following comments about saving the Upper Chattooga River were submitted via the Georgia Outdoor Network website at 
www.georgiaoutdoornetwork.org 


Name: Bill Boulineau
E-Mail Address: bill.boulineau@cambriausa.com
Address: 6820 Hampton Creek Lane, 
City: Cumming
State: Georgia
Postal Code: 30041


Comments:
This is an absolute disservice to the people who enjoy one of the last truly wild parts of our state without any 
commercial interference. All for the love of money!!!  


For once listen to the people who enjoy the land!!
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From: stevemillians@yahoo.com


To: comments-southern-francismarion-sumter@fs.fed.us


cc: burch@gon.com


Subject: Save the Upper Chattooga River Comments
Date: 08/15/2008 01:58 PM


The following comments about saving the Upper Chattooga River were submitted via the Georgia Outdoor Network website at 
www.georgiaoutdoornetwork.org 


Name: Steve  Millians
E-Mail Address: stevemillians@yahoo.com
Address: 669 Thigpen Road, 
City: Newnan
State: Georgia
Postal Code: 30263


Comments:
Please leave the upper portions of the Chatooga River as is. More traffic will destroy this fragile area.
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From: Tpow64@charter.net


To: comments-southern-francismarion-sumter@fs.fed.us


cc: burch@gon.com


Subject: Save the Upper Chattooga River Comments
Date: 08/18/2008 08:01 PM


The following comments about saving the Upper Chattooga River were submitted via the Georgia Outdoor Network website at 
www.georgiaoutdoornetwork.org 


Name: Tommy Powell
E-Mail Address: Tpow64@charter.net
Address: 2347Hwy.36West, 
City: Jackson
State: Georgia
Postal Code: 30233


Comments:
Please do all that you have to do to keep the Chatooga just as it currently is.No boat access.
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From: nickjascomb@gmail.com


To: comments-southern-francismarion-sumter@fs.fed.us


cc: burch@gon.com


Subject: Save the Upper Chattooga River Comments
Date: 08/18/2008 12:16 PM


The following comments about saving the Upper Chattooga River were submitted via the Georgia Outdoor Network website at 
www.georgiaoutdoornetwork.org 


Name: Nick Jascomb
E-Mail Address: nickjascomb@gmail.com
Address: 15175 Birmingham Hwy, 
City: Alpharetta
State: Georgia
Postal Code: 30004


Comments:
Dear Sir,


I would like to comment on the recently released Upper Chattooga Environmental Assessment and proposed management plan, 
alternative #4.


It is clear that the Upper Chattooga is under increasing pressure from visitors, and concessions must be made to 
protect all of its "outstanding and remarkable" qualities. I feel, with alternative #4, the Forest Service has not gone 
far enough to protect the Upper Chattooga and has restricted boating without justification.


The Forest Service not only needs to conduct a proper impact study of boating in the Upper Chattooga, it must also 
conduct similar studies on all other user groups. Boating is viewed as the only variable in all management plan 
alternatives. When in fact, there are larger, more impactful user groups that are not considered for limits and/or 
restrictions. It's only with quality impact studies that the Forest Service may equitably reduce the impact of all user 
groups and therefore, protect and restore its natural wonders.


First and foremost, the Forest Service must:


1)  Eliminate all road side parking within 1/4 mile of all bridges.  
Not just create an additional parking area a distance from the bridge.
2)  Permanently close user created trails. A few well "designed" and well used trails could be converted to sanctioned 
Forest Service trails.
3)  Establish a fair and equitable permitting system for all Upper Chattooga users. The data collected will help 
establish future use and limits guidelines.
4)  Close the fish hatchery that is responsible for polluting the East Fork of the Chattooga River.
5)  Stock only native fish in the river.
6)  Restrict or rotate river access to anglers, allowing the stream beds and banks to recuperate from trampling.
7)  Restrict or rotate campsite use, allowing areas to recuperate from over use.
8)  Ban camping within 1/2 mile of all bridges or roads.
9)  Close a couple of bridges and/or roads to create a more remote wilderness corridor.
10)  Complete a true user capacity analysis and impact study for all user groups.
11)  Allow equitable access to all environmentally friendly user groups based on impact studies.
12)  Put the protection and restoration of the environment above all uses and user groups. The "Outstanding and 
Remarkable" quality of the Upper Chattooga is not artificially created fishing, it is the breathtaking wilderness.


Although it is not a perfect plan, I would support implementation of Alternative 8. It fairly and equitably places all 
environmentally friendly user groups on the same footing, while establishing a few extra protections to the 
environment. I would urge the Forest Service to make use of the "adaptive management" approach, in Alternative 8, to 
further protect the environment in the ways I have outlined above.


Thank You


Nick Jascomb
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From: wbaynes@alltel.net


To: comments-southern-francismarion-sumter@fs.fed.us


cc: burch@gon.com


Subject: Save the Upper Chattooga River Comments
Date: 08/17/2008 08:56 AM


The following comments about saving the Upper Chattooga River were submitted via the Georgia Outdoor Network website at 
www.georgiaoutdoornetwork.org 


Name: Wesley Baynes
E-Mail Address: wbaynes@alltel.net
Address: 323 Middleton Rd., 
City: Chatsworth
State: Georgia
Postal Code: 30705


Comments:
Please, do not allow boaters on this river. If you do, fishing will never be the same.
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From: jason_b633@hotmail.com


To: comments-southern-francismarion-sumter@fs.fed.us


cc: burch@gon.com


Subject: Save the Upper Chattooga River Comments
Date: 08/15/2008 09:44 PM


The following comments about saving the Upper Chattooga River were submitted via the Georgia Outdoor Network website at 
www.georgiaoutdoornetwork.org 


Name: Jason Britt
E-Mail Address: jason_b633@hotmail.com
Address: 4414 Jacobs Dr, 
City: Snellville
State: Georgia
Postal Code: 30039


Comments:
I consider myself a Whitewater boater and trout fisherman. I do believe these organization will do their part in 
conservation. As a result disagree with allowing these organization access to this section of the river. This part of 
the river should remain untouched for future generations to hike, camp and fishing. 


I also disagree with the preferred alternative (Alternative No. 4). Given them an inch and they will take a mile...
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From: goldenone7710@alltel.net


To: comments-southern-francismarion-sumter@fs.fed.us


cc: burch@gon.com


Subject: Save the Upper Chattooga River Comments
Date: 08/15/2008 03:34 PM


The following comments about saving the Upper Chattooga River were submitted via the Georgia Outdoor Network website at 
www.georgiaoutdoornetwork.org 


Name: Andy Golden
E-Mail Address: goldenone7710@alltel.net
Address: 67 Cotton Cir, 
City: Colbert
State: Georgia
Postal Code: 30628


Comments:
Please don't allow the whitewater river people to invade this secluded habitat. There's not much 'frontier' area left 
in the state as is. It'd be ashame if this area got overrun with these people.
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From: mike.mcgowan@interstatepaper.com


To: comments-southern-francismarion-sumter@fs.fed.us


cc: burch@gon.com


Subject: Save the Upper Chattooga River Comments
Date: 08/15/2008 01:59 PM


The following comments about saving the Upper Chattooga River were submitted via the Georgia Outdoor Network website at 
www.georgiaoutdoornetwork.org 


Name: Mike McGowan
E-Mail Address: mike.mcgowan@interstatepaper.com
Address: Route 1, Box 78, 
City: Ludowici
State: Georgia
Postal Code: 31316


Comments:
This email is in support of the current restrictions on the Chattooga River. Foot traffic only! Thanks, Mike
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From: hilde@amriver.us


To: comments-southern-francismarion-sumter@fs.fed.us


cc: burch@gon.com


Subject: Save the Upper Chattooga River Comments
Date: 08/18/2008 08:24 PM


The following comments about saving the Upper Chattooga River were submitted via the Georgia Outdoor Network website at 
www.georgiaoutdoornetwork.org 


Name: Hilde Schweitzer
E-Mail Address: hilde@amriver.us
Address: Po Box 852, 
City: Lotus
State: California
Postal Code: 95651


Comments:
I support ALTERNATIVE *8.
Thank you
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From: horacepopo@yahoo.com


To: comments-southern-francismarion-sumter@fs.fed.us


cc: burch@gon.com


Subject: Save the Upper Chattooga River Comments
Date: 08/18/2008 12:19 PM


The following comments about saving the Upper Chattooga River were submitted via the Georgia Outdoor Network website at 
www.georgiaoutdoornetwork.org 


Name: Horace Holden
E-Mail Address: horacepopo@yahoo.com
Address: 320 Massey Lane, 
City: Lookout Mountain
State: Georgia
Postal Code: 30750


Comments:
Dear Sir,


I would like to comment on the recently released Upper Chattooga Environmental Assessment and proposed management plan, 
alternative #4. 


It is clear that the Upper Chattooga is under increasing pressure from visitors, and concessions must be made to 
protect all of its "outstanding and remarkable" qualities. I feel, with alternative #4, the Forest Service has not gone 
far enough to protect the Upper Chattooga and has restricted boating without justification. 


The Forest Service not only needs to conduct a proper impact study of boating in the Upper Chattooga, it must also 
conduct similar studies on all other user groups. Boating is viewed as the only variable in all management plan 
alternatives. When in fact, there are larger, more impactful user groups that are not considered for limits and/or 
restrictions. It's only with quality impact studies that the Forest Service may equitably reduce the impact of all user 
groups and therefore, protect and restore its natural wonders.


First and foremost, the Forest Service must:


1) Eliminate all road side parking within 1/4 mile of all bridges. Not just create an additional parking area a 
distance from the bridge.
2) Permanently close user created trails. A few well "designed" and well used trails could be converted to sanctioned 
Forest Service trails.
3) Establish a fair and equitable permitting system for all Upper Chattooga users. The data collected will help 
establish future use and limits guidelines.
4) Close the fish hatchery that is responsible for polluting the East Fork of the Chattooga River.
5) Stock only native fish in the river.
6) Restrict or rotate river access to anglers, allowing the stream beds and banks to recuperate from trampling.
7) Restrict or rotate campsite use, allowing areas to recuperate from over use.
8) Ban camping within 1/2 mile of all bridges or roads.
9) Close a couple of bridges and/or roads to create a more remote wilderness corridor. 
10) Complete a true user capacity analysis and impact study for all user groups.
11) Allow equitable access to all environmentally friendly user groups based on impact studies.
12) Put the protection and restoration of the environment above all uses and user groups. The "Outstanding and 
Remarkable" quality of the Upper Chattooga is not artificially created fishing, it is the breathtaking wilderness.


Although it is not a perfect plan, I would support implementation of Alternative 8. It fairly and equitably places all 
environmentally friendly user groups on the same footing, while establishing a few extra protections to the 
environment. I would urge the Forest Service 
to make use of the "adaptive management" approach, in Alternative 8, to further protect the environment in the ways I 
have outlined above.


Thank You
Horace Holden Jr
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From: donsgrdn@bellsouth.net


To: comments-southern-francismarion-sumter@fs.fed.us


cc: burch@gon.com


Subject: Save the Upper Chattooga River Comments
Date: 08/17/2008 10:07 AM


The following comments about saving the Upper Chattooga River were submitted via the Georgia Outdoor Network website at 
www.georgiaoutdoornetwork.org 


Name: DONALD WILLIAMS
E-Mail Address: donsgrdn@bellsouth.net
Address: 1700 E HWY 5, 
City: CARROLLTON
State: Georgia
Postal Code: 30116


Comments:
I THINK THE AREA SHOULD BE LEFT ALONE. IT SHOULD STAY AS IT IS NOW. THEY HAVE PLENTY OF OTHER AREAS TO PLAY IN THERE 
BOATS.THIS IS ONE OF THE FEW NATURAL AREAS LEFT.PLEASE LEAVE IT ALONE.  DON WILLIAMS. THANK YOU.



mailto:donsgrdn@bellsouth.net

mailto:comments-southern-francismarion-sumter@fs.fed.us

mailto:burch@gon.com






From: solsonj@windstream.net


To: comments-southern-francismarion-sumter@fs.fed.us


cc: burch@gon.com


Subject: Save the Upper Chattooga River Comments
Date: 08/15/2008 10:14 PM


The following comments about saving the Upper Chattooga River were submitted via the Georgia Outdoor Network website at 
www.georgiaoutdoornetwork.org 


Name: Steve Olson
E-Mail Address: solsonj@windstream.net
Address: 2785 Arrowood Pointe, 
City: Blairsville
State: Georgia
Postal Code: 30512


Comments:
The upper Chattooga River is a pristine river and, due to its size, a very vulnerable river. The current recreational  
activities are probably going to test the ecology of the system in the not-too-distant future. The addition of 
whitewater sports and all the baggage and access they require will certainly destroy much of the river as we know it 
today. I question the decision of the Forest Service to even offer up the winter months. We clearly cannot allow a 
special interest group to clutter the river with noise, human waste and the other issues that overexposure bring to 
many of the rivers already affected.
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From: leopardcurs@yahoo.com


To: comments-southern-francismarion-sumter@fs.fed.us


cc: burch@gon.com


Subject: Save the Upper Chattooga River Comments
Date: 08/15/2008 03:35 PM


The following comments about saving the Upper Chattooga River were submitted via the Georgia Outdoor Network website at 
www.georgiaoutdoornetwork.org 


Name: Lyle Pittman
E-Mail Address: leopardcurs@yahoo.com
Address: PO Box 32, 
City: Oconee
State: Georgia
Postal Code: 31067


Comments:
Please do not let boaters have access to the river.  Fishermen are being pushed out of secluded locations 
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From: rrupe1@tampabay.rr.com


To: comments-southern-francismarion-sumter@fs.fed.us


cc: burch@gon.com


Subject: Save the Upper Chattooga River Comments
Date: 08/17/2008 10:11 AM


The following comments about saving the Upper Chattooga River were submitted via the Georgia Outdoor Network website at 
www.georgiaoutdoornetwork.org 


Name: Robert Rupe
E-Mail Address: rrupe1@tampabay.rr.com
Address: 1228 Tulipwood Dr, 
City: Seffner
State: Florida
Postal Code: 33584


Comments:
I believe that Alternative No. 4 is the best use of the upper reaches of the Chattooga River.  This option would allow 
for the most varied use without spoiling the river.  I am against the wide open, year round usage by boaters.
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From: tndanceyak@yahoo.com


To: comments-southern-francismarion-sumter@fs.fed.us


cc: burch@gon.com


Subject: Save the Upper Chattooga River Comments
Date: 08/18/2008 12:20 PM


The following comments about saving the Upper Chattooga River were submitted via the Georgia Outdoor Network website at 
www.georgiaoutdoornetwork.org 


Name: Neil Cross, Jr.
E-Mail Address: tndanceyak@yahoo.com
Address: 303 Goldenrain Way, 
City: Simpsonville
State: South Carolina
Postal Code: 29680


Comments:
Dear Sir,


I would like to comment on the recently released Upper Chattooga  
Environmental Assessment and proposed management plan, alternative #4.


It is clear that the Upper Chattooga is under increasing pressure from  
visitors, and concessions must be made to protect all of its  
"outstanding and remarkable" qualities. I feel, with alternative #4,  
the Forest Service has not gone far enough to protect the Upper  
Chattooga and has restricted boating without justification.


The Forest Service not only needs to conduct a proper impact study of  
boating in the Upper Chattooga, it must also conduct similar studies  
on all other user groups. Boating is viewed as the only variable in  
all management plan alternatives. When in fact, there are larger, more  
impactful user groups that are not considered for limits and/or  
restrictions. It's only with quality impact studies that the Forest  
Service may equitably reduce the impact of all user groups and  
therefore, protect and restore its natural wonders.


First and foremost, the Forest Service must:


1)  Eliminate all road side parking within 1/4 mile of all bridges.  
Not just create an additional parking area a distance from the bridge.
2)  Permanently close user created trails. A few well "designed" and  
well used trails could be converted to sanctioned Forest Service trails.
3)  Establish a fair and equitable permitting system for all Upper  
Chattooga users. The data collected will help establish future use and  
limits guidelines.
4)  Close the fish hatchery that is responsible for polluting the East  
Fork of the Chattooga River.
5)  Stock only native fish in the river.
6)  Restrict or rotate river access to anglers, allowing the stream  
beds and banks to recuperate from trampling.
7)  Restrict or rotate campsite use, allowing areas to recuperate from  
over use.
8)  Ban camping within 1/2 mile of all bridges or roads.
9)  Close a couple of bridges and/or roads to create a more remote  
wilderness corridor.
10)  Complete a true user capacity analysis and impact study for all  
user groups.
11)  Allow equitable access to all environmentally friendly user  
groups based on impact studies.
12)  Put the protection and restoration of the environment above all  
uses and user groups. The "Outstanding and Remarkable" quality of the  
Upper Chattooga is not artificially created fishing, it is the  
breathtaking wilderness.


Although it is not a perfect plan, I would support implementation of  
Alternative 8. It fairly and equitably places all environmentally  
friendly user groups on the same footing, while establishing a few  
extra protections to the environment. I would urge the Forest Service  
to make use of the "adaptive management" approach, in Alternative 8,  
to further protect the environment in the ways I have outlined above.


Thank You
Neil Cross, Jr.
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From: meangrany@hotmail.com


To: comments-southern-francismarion-sumter@fs.fed.us


cc: burch@gon.com


Subject: Save the Upper Chattooga River Comments
Date: 08/15/2008 01:59 PM


The following comments about saving the Upper Chattooga River were submitted via the Georgia Outdoor Network website at 
www.georgiaoutdoornetwork.org 


Name: Ms. Marion Trowell
E-Mail Address: meangrany@hotmail.com
Address: 756 Bell Telephone Road, 
City: Hazlehurst
State: Georgia
Postal Code: 31539


Comments:
things need to be left alone and not , developed just to suit the yuppies thrills!!!!!!!!!!!!
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From: john@intertruss.com


To: comments-southern-francismarion-sumter@fs.fed.us


cc: burch@gon.com


Subject: Save the Upper Chattooga River Comments
Date: 08/15/2008 10:29 PM


The following comments about saving the Upper Chattooga River were submitted via the Georgia Outdoor Network website at 
www.georgiaoutdoornetwork.org 


Name: John  Trussell
E-Mail Address: john@intertruss.com
Address: 306 Pheasant Ridge Dr, 
City: Warner Robins,ga 31088
State: Georgia
Postal Code: 31088


Comments:
I prefer that the upper reaches of the Chattooga River continue to be managed as they are now (option1) , with no 
increased boat traffic- Thanks!
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From: mark_Stewart_d@yahoo.com


To: comments-southern-francismarion-sumter@fs.fed.us


cc: burch@gon.com


Subject: Save the Upper Chattooga River Comments
Date: 08/15/2008 03:39 PM


The following comments about saving the Upper Chattooga River were submitted via the Georgia Outdoor Network website at 
www.georgiaoutdoornetwork.org 


Name: Mark Stewart
E-Mail Address: mark_Stewart_d@yahoo.com
Address: 705 Veneta View, 
City: Mount Juliet
State: Tennessee
Postal Code: 37122


Comments:
Leave the River Alone
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From: tim.curry@alumni.wfu.edu


To: comments-southern-francismarion-sumter@fs.fed.us


cc: burch@gon.com


Subject: Save the Upper Chattooga River Comments
Date: 08/18/2008 08:28 PM


The following comments about saving the Upper Chattooga River were submitted via the Georgia Outdoor Network website at 
www.georgiaoutdoornetwork.org 


Name: Tim Curry
E-Mail Address: tim.curry@alumni.wfu.edu
Address: 230 Tranquil Ave, 
City: Charlotte
State: North Carolina
Postal Code: 28209


Comments:
I support Alternative 8.  Please consider.
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From: jwiegele@gmail.com


To: comments-southern-francismarion-sumter@fs.fed.us


cc: burch@gon.com


Subject: Save the Upper Chattooga River Comments
Date: 08/15/2008 02:00 PM


The following comments about saving the Upper Chattooga River were submitted via the Georgia Outdoor Network website at 
www.georgiaoutdoornetwork.org 


Name: Joe Wiegele
E-Mail Address: jwiegele@gmail.com
Address: 802 Carradale Court, 
City: Peachtree City
State: Georgia
Postal Code: 30269


Comments:
The upper Chattooga River is a special place in Georgia, and needs to saved.  Thank you.
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From: kayakerguy30@yahoo.com


To: comments-southern-francismarion-sumter@fs.fed.us


cc: burch@gon.com


Subject: Save the Upper Chattooga River Comments
Date: 08/18/2008 08:40 PM


The following comments about saving the Upper Chattooga River were submitted via the Georgia Outdoor Network website at 
www.georgiaoutdoornetwork.org 


Name: Robert Brady
E-Mail Address: kayakerguy30@yahoo.com
Address: 88 Villa Rd, Unit 17
City: Taylors
State: South Carolina
Postal Code: 29687


Comments:
Dear Sir,


I would like to comment on the recently released Upper Chattooga Environmental Assessment and proposed management plan, 
alternative #4.


It is clear that the Upper Chattooga is under increasing pressure from visitors, and concessions must be made to 
protect all of its "outstanding and remarkable" qualities. I feel, with alternative #4, the Forest Service has not gone 
far enough to protect the Upper Chattooga and has restricted boating without justification.


The Forest Service not only needs to conduct a proper impact study of boating in the Upper Chattooga, it must also 
conduct similar studies on all other user groups. Boating is viewed as the only variable in all management plan 
alternatives. When in fact, there are larger, more impactful user groups that are not considered for limits and/or 
restrictions. It's only with quality impact studies that the Forest Service may equitably reduce the impact of all user 
groups and therefore, protect and restore its natural wonders.


First and foremost, the Forest Service must:


1) Eliminate all road side parking within 1/4 mile of all bridges. Not just create an additional parking area a 
distance from the bridge.
2) Permanently close user created trails. A few well "designed" and well used trails could be converted to sanctioned 
Forest Service trails.
3) Establish a fair and equitable permitting system for all Upper Chattooga users. The data collected will help 
establish future use and limits guidelines.
4) Close the fish hatchery that is responsible for polluting the East Fork of the Chattooga River.
5) Stock only native fish in the river.
6) Restrict or rotate river access to anglers, allowing the stream beds and banks to recuperate from trampling.
7) Restrict or rotate campsite use, allowing areas to recuperate from over use.
8) Ban camping within 1/2 mile of all bridges or roads.
9) Close a couple of bridges and/or roads to create a more remote wilderness corridor.
10) Complete a true user capacity analysis and impact study for all user groups.
11) Allow equitable access to all environmentally friendly user groups based on impact studies.
12) Put the protection and restoration of the environment above all uses and user groups. The "Outstanding and 
Remarkable" quality of the Upper Chattooga is not artificially created fishing, it is the breathtaking wilderness.


Although it is not a perfect plan, I would support implementation of Alternative 8. It fairly and equitably places all 
environmentally friendly user groups on the same footing, while establishing a few extra protections to the 
environment. I would urge the Forest Service to make use of the "adaptive management" approach, in Alternative 8, to 
further protect the environment in the ways I have outlined above.


Thank You
Robert Brady
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From: brandon@hughettaviation.com


To: comments-southern-francismarion-sumter@fs.fed.us


cc: burch@gon.com


Subject: Save the Upper Chattooga River Comments
Date: 08/18/2008 12:27 PM


The following comments about saving the Upper Chattooga River were submitted via the Georgia Outdoor Network website at 
www.georgiaoutdoornetwork.org 


Name: Brandon Hughett
E-Mail Address: brandon@hughettaviation.com
Address: 3518 Pocatello Lane, 
City: Powell
State: Tennessee
Postal Code: 37849


Comments:
Dear Sir,


I would like to comment on the recently released Upper Chattooga Environmental Assessment and proposed management plan, 
alternative #4.


It is clear that the Upper Chattooga is under increasing pressure from visitors, and concessions must be made to 
protect all of its "outstanding and remarkable" qualities. I feel, with alternative #4, the Forest Service has not gone 
far enough to protect the Upper Chattooga and has restricted boating without justification.


The Forest Service not only needs to conduct a proper impact study of boating in the Upper Chattooga, it must also 
conduct similar studies on all other user groups. Boating is viewed as the only variable in all management plan 
alternatives. When in fact, there are larger, more impactful user groups that are not considered for limits and/or 
restrictions. It's only with quality impact studies that the Forest Service may equitably reduce the impact of all user 
groups and therefore, protect and restore its natural wonders.


First and foremost, the Forest Service must:


1)  Eliminate all road side parking within 1/4 mile of all bridges.  
Not just create an additional parking area a distance from the bridge.
2)  Permanently close user created trails. A few well "designed" and well used trails could be converted to sanctioned 
Forest Service trails.
3)  Establish a fair and equitable permitting system for all Upper Chattooga users. The data collected will help 
establish future use and limits guidelines.
4)  Close the fish hatchery that is responsible for polluting the East Fork of the Chattooga River.
5)  Stock only native fish in the river.
6)  Restrict or rotate river access to anglers, allowing the stream beds and banks to recuperate from trampling.
7)  Restrict or rotate campsite use, allowing areas to recuperate from over use.
8)  Ban camping within 1/2 mile of all bridges or roads.
9)  Close a couple of bridges and/or roads to create a more remote wilderness corridor.
10)  Complete a true user capacity analysis and impact study for all user groups.
11)  Allow equitable access to all environmentally friendly user groups based on impact studies.
12)  Put the protection and restoration of the environment above all uses and user groups. The "Outstanding and 
Remarkable" quality of the Upper Chattooga is not artificially created fishing, it is the breathtaking wilderness.


Although it is not a perfect plan, I would support implementation of Alternative 8. It fairly and equitably places all 
environmentally friendly user groups on the same footing, while establishing a few extra protections to the 
environment. I would urge the Forest Service to make use of the "adaptive management" approach, in Alternative 8, to 
further protect the environment in the ways I have outlined above.


Thank You
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From: rrupe1@tampabay.rr.com


To: comments-southern-francismarion-sumter@fs.fed.us


cc: burch@gon.com


Subject: Save the Upper Chattooga River Comments
Date: 08/17/2008 10:12 AM


The following comments about saving the Upper Chattooga River were submitted via the Georgia Outdoor Network website at 
www.georgiaoutdoornetwork.org 


Name: Robert Rupe
E-Mail Address: rrupe1@tampabay.rr.com
Address: 1228 Tulipwood Dr, 
City: Seffner
State: Florida
Postal Code: 33584


Comments:
I believe that Alternative No. 4 is the best use of the upper reaches of the Chattooga River.  This option would allow 
for the most varied use without spoiling the river.  I am against the wide open, year round usage by boaters.
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From: paulcolvin@alltel.net


To: comments-southern-francismarion-sumter@fs.fed.us


cc: burch@gon.com


Subject: Save the Upper Chattooga River Comments
Date: 08/15/2008 10:29 PM


The following comments about saving the Upper Chattooga River were submitted via the Georgia Outdoor Network website at 
www.georgiaoutdoornetwork.org 


Name: Paul Colvin
E-Mail Address: paulcolvin@alltel.net
Address: 140 Honeysuckle Road, NW., 
City: Milledgeville
State: Georgia
Postal Code: 31061


Comments:
Please keep the pristine conditions of the upper Chatooga River by applying Alternative #4 for boating
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From: Lightning2000@Alltel.net


To: comments-southern-francismarion-sumter@fs.fed.us


cc: burch@gon.com


Subject: Save the Upper Chattooga River Comments
Date: 08/15/2008 03:42 PM


The following comments about saving the Upper Chattooga River were submitted via the Georgia Outdoor Network website at 
www.georgiaoutdoornetwork.org 


Name: Keith Walker
E-Mail Address: Lightning2000@Alltel.net
Address: 108A Tanglewood Rd Sw, 
City: Eatonton
State: Georgia
Postal Code: 31024


Comments:
I think Proposal #4 would help everyone. The trout need to be protected. We need to keep our wilderness and flood 
plains in tact. Thanks Keith 
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From: roberthouk@tds.net


To: comments-southern-francismarion-sumter@fs.fed.us


cc: burch@gon.com


Subject: Save the Upper Chattooga River Comments
Date: 08/15/2008 03:43 PM


The following comments about saving the Upper Chattooga River were submitted via the Georgia Outdoor Network website at 
www.georgiaoutdoornetwork.org 


Name: Robert Houk
E-Mail Address: roberthouk@tds.net
Address: 989 Lower Dowda Mill Road, 
City: Jasper
State: Georgia
Postal Code: 30143


Comments:
Stop the boat access, it will ruin the river.  Look at Helen, Ga.
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From: nathan_edwards@comcast.net


To: comments-southern-francismarion-sumter@fs.fed.us


cc: burch@gon.com


Subject: Save the Upper Chattooga River Comments
Date: 08/15/2008 10:37 PM


The following comments about saving the Upper Chattooga River were submitted via the Georgia Outdoor Network website at 
www.georgiaoutdoornetwork.org 


Name: Nathan Edwards
E-Mail Address: nathan_edwards@comcast.net
Address: 122 Kuhlman St, 
City: Adairsville
State: Georgia
Postal Code: 30103


Comments:
Keep the upper chattoga boat free.  We have plenty of places in the surrounding area with great boating, but a truly 
secluded river with out the interference of boats and and the noise that go with them is truly rare.  It is important 
that all groups have an area to carry on their chosen hobby/ sport  and opening this river to boating would increase 
one groups already abundant resouces by trampling on the limited resouces of another group.  Such action would be 
unamerican.  Save the River.
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From: gwhtr@bellsouth.net


To: comments-southern-francismarion-sumter@fs.fed.us


cc: burch@gon.com


Subject: Save the Upper Chattooga River Comments
Date: 08/17/2008 10:23 AM


The following comments about saving the Upper Chattooga River were submitted via the Georgia Outdoor Network website at 
www.georgiaoutdoornetwork.org 


Name: Robert Jacks
E-Mail Address: gwhtr@bellsouth.net
Address: 23289 Country Club Dr. W., 
City: Boca Raton
State: Florida
Postal Code: 33428


Comments:
Allowing boating would surely degrade the quality of rivers and streams ,whether limited or not !  You surely would be 
seeing unapproved camping resulting in trash along the river ! 
BIG MISTAKE ON YOUR PART,G.F.S.    
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From: mwaters@crispcountypower.com


To: comments-southern-francismarion-sumter@fs.fed.us


cc: burch@gon.com


Subject: Save the Upper Chattooga River Comments
Date: 08/15/2008 02:02 PM


The following comments about saving the Upper Chattooga River were submitted via the Georgia Outdoor Network website at 
www.georgiaoutdoornetwork.org 


Name: Marcus Waters
E-Mail Address: mwaters@crispcountypower.com
Address: 713 E 26th Ave, 
City: Cordele
State: Georgia
Postal Code: 31015


Comments:
I would lke to go on record as supporting alternative #4 on the Upper Chatooga, which allows the boaters some access 
but also helps keep the area in its pristine situation by allowing only foot access to the river corridor most of the 
year. It's a win for both sides of the question.
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From: cbkoontz@gmail.com


To: comments-southern-francismarion-sumter@fs.fed.us


cc: burch@gon.com


Subject: Save the Upper Chattooga River Comments
Date: 08/18/2008 08:54 PM


The following comments about saving the Upper Chattooga River were submitted via the Georgia Outdoor Network website at 
www.georgiaoutdoornetwork.org 


Name: Clinton Koontz
E-Mail Address: cbkoontz@gmail.com
Address: 13211-22 Crescent Springs Dr, 
City: Charlotte
State: North Carolina
Postal Code: 28273


Comments:
Dear Sir,


 
I would like to comment on the recently released Upper Chattooga Environmental Assessment and proposed management plan, 
alternative #4.


 
It is clear that the Upper Chattooga is under increasing pressure from visitors, and concessions must be made to 
protect all of its "outstanding and remarkable" qualities. I feel, with alternative #4, the Forest Service has not gone 
far enough to protect the Upper Chattooga and has restricted boating without justification.


 
The Forest Service not only needs to conduct a proper impact study of boating in the Upper Chattooga, it must also 
conduct similar studies on all other user groups. Boating is viewed as the only variable in all management plan 
alternatives. When in fact, there are larger, more impactful user groups that are not considered for limits and/or 
restrictions. It's only with quality impact studies that the Forest Service may equitably reduce the impact of all user 
groups and therefore, protect and restore its natural wonders.


 
First and foremost, the Forest Service must:


 
1)  Eliminate all road side parking within 1/4 mile of all bridges. Not just create an additional parking area a 
distance from the bridge.
2)  Permanently close user created trails. A few well "designed" and well used trails could be converted to sanctioned 
Forest Service trails.
3)  Establish a fair and equitable permitting system for all Upper Chattooga users. The data collected will help 
establish future use and limits guidelines.
4)  Close the fish hatchery that is responsible for polluting the East Fork of the Chattooga River.
5)  Stock only native fish in the river.
6)  Restrict or rotate river access to anglers, allowing the stream beds and banks to recuperate from trampling.
7)  Restrict or rotate campsite use, allowing areas to recuperate from over use.
8)  Ban camping within 1/2 mile of all bridges or roads.
9)  Close a couple of bridges and/or roads to create a more remote wilderness corridor.
10)  Complete a true user capacity analysis and impact study for all user groups.
11)  Allow equitable access to all environmentally friendly user groups based on impact studies.
12)  Put the protection and restoration of the environment above all uses and user groups. The "Outstanding and 
Remarkable" quality of the Upper Chattooga is not artificially created fishing, it is the breathtaking wilderness.


 
Although it is not a perfect plan, I would support implementation of Alternative 8. It fairly and equitably places all 
environmentally friendly user groups on the same footing, while establishing a few extra protections to the 
environment. I would urge the Forest Service to make use of the "adaptive management" approach, in Alternative 8, to 
further protect the environment in the ways I have outlined above.


 
Thank You
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From: brandon@hughettaviation.com


To: comments-southern-francismarion-sumter@fs.fed.us


cc: burch@gon.com


Subject: Save the Upper Chattooga River Comments
Date: 08/18/2008 12:28 PM


The following comments about saving the Upper Chattooga River were submitted via the Georgia Outdoor Network website at 
www.georgiaoutdoornetwork.org 


Name: Brandon Hughett
E-Mail Address: brandon@hughettaviation.com
Address: 3518 Pocatello Lane, 
City: Powell
State: Tennessee
Postal Code: 37849


Comments:
Dear Sir,


I would like to comment on the recently released Upper Chattooga Environmental Assessment and proposed management plan, 
alternative #4.


It is clear that the Upper Chattooga is under increasing pressure from visitors, and concessions must be made to 
protect all of its "outstanding and remarkable" qualities. I feel, with alternative #4, the Forest Service has not gone 
far enough to protect the Upper Chattooga and has restricted boating without justification.


The Forest Service not only needs to conduct a proper impact study of boating in the Upper Chattooga, it must also 
conduct similar studies on all other user groups. Boating is viewed as the only variable in all management plan 
alternatives. When in fact, there are larger, more impactful user groups that are not considered for limits and/or 
restrictions. It's only with quality impact studies that the Forest Service may equitably reduce the impact of all user 
groups and therefore, protect and restore its natural wonders.


First and foremost, the Forest Service must:


1)  Eliminate all road side parking within 1/4 mile of all bridges.  
Not just create an additional parking area a distance from the bridge.
2)  Permanently close user created trails. A few well "designed" and well used trails could be converted to sanctioned 
Forest Service trails.
3)  Establish a fair and equitable permitting system for all Upper Chattooga users. The data collected will help 
establish future use and limits guidelines.
4)  Close the fish hatchery that is responsible for polluting the East Fork of the Chattooga River.
5)  Stock only native fish in the river.
6)  Restrict or rotate river access to anglers, allowing the stream beds and banks to recuperate from trampling.
7)  Restrict or rotate campsite use, allowing areas to recuperate from over use.
8)  Ban camping within 1/2 mile of all bridges or roads.
9)  Close a couple of bridges and/or roads to create a more remote wilderness corridor.
10)  Complete a true user capacity analysis and impact study for all user groups.
11)  Allow equitable access to all environmentally friendly user groups based on impact studies.
12)  Put the protection and restoration of the environment above all uses and user groups. The "Outstanding and 
Remarkable" quality of the Upper Chattooga is not artificially created fishing, it is the breathtaking wilderness.


Although it is not a perfect plan, I would support implementation of Alternative 8. It fairly and equitably places all 
environmentally friendly user groups on the same footing, while establishing a few extra protections to the 
environment. I would urge the Forest Service to make use of the "adaptive management" approach, in Alternative 8, to 
further protect the environment in the ways I have outlined above.


Thank You
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From: pam-joey@charter.net


To: comments-southern-francismarion-sumter@fs.fed.us


cc: burch@gon.com


Subject: Save the Upper Chattooga River Comments
Date: 08/17/2008 10:30 AM


The following comments about saving the Upper Chattooga River were submitted via the Georgia Outdoor Network website at 
www.georgiaoutdoornetwork.org 


Name: Joey Santonastaso
E-Mail Address: pam-joey@charter.net
Address: 66 Biggs Road , 
City: Ringgold
State: Georgia
Postal Code: 30736


Comments:
With so much access out there I don't see any need for boating on this stretch of the river. We must as sportsman and 
as over seers of the land have a responsibility to the land and water way not just the people. to protect some areas 
Lets state here. I firmly believe any GOD made Water way should be open to the public in most areas after all made did 
not make these water ways. But I also believe there are some areas that need to have limited access.and it to be 
controlled. Lets protect this area and begin to look at other areas that should be protected also, before it's to late. 
I don't trout fish I understand how it feels to have a place of such unstructured land and it get completely turned up 
side down for big money. GOD plese guild those who make these desitions.
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From: bcornett@us.ibm.com


To: comments-southern-francismarion-sumter@fs.fed.us


cc: burch@gon.com


Subject: Save the Upper Chattooga River Comments
Date: 08/18/2008 12:32 PM


The following comments about saving the Upper Chattooga River were submitted via the Georgia Outdoor Network website at 
www.georgiaoutdoornetwork.org 


Name: Brian Cornett
E-Mail Address: bcornett@us.ibm.com
Address: 104 Ozark Trail, 
City: Canton
State: Georgia
Postal Code: 30114


Comments:
I feel the waters and all surrounding terrain should remain closed to boaters of any sorts. Only hikers and fishermen 
should be allowed to access these waters so as not to degrade the natural beauty, dragging/carrying their craft to/from 
these waters. GA provides numerous other watereways for the boaters, such as the Chattahoochee. The Chattooga should be 
left alone and regulated.
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From: jcash1958@yahoo.com


To: comments-southern-francismarion-sumter@fs.fed.us


cc: burch@gon.com


Subject: Save the Upper Chattooga River Comments
Date: 08/15/2008 10:51 PM


The following comments about saving the Upper Chattooga River were submitted via the Georgia Outdoor Network website at 
www.georgiaoutdoornetwork.org 


Name: Joseph Cash
E-Mail Address: jcash1958@yahoo.com
Address: 2015 Grays Chapel Rd, 
City: Yatesville
State: Georgia
Postal Code: 31097


Comments:
Please dont allow boater access and violate this beautiful stretch of Gods creation .... Thanks
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From: Slwoodie@hotmail.com


To: comments-southern-francismarion-sumter@fs.fed.us


cc: burch@gon.com


Subject: Save the Upper Chattooga River Comments
Date: 08/15/2008 03:43 PM


The following comments about saving the Upper Chattooga River were submitted via the Georgia Outdoor Network website at 
www.georgiaoutdoornetwork.org 


Name: Sam Woodie
E-Mail Address: Slwoodie@hotmail.com
Address: 17 ValleyCreek Dr., 
City: Cartersville
State: Georgia
Postal Code: 30120


Comments:
I can support the limited access for boaters from dec. through feb. but am oppose to open access year round. We enjoy 
the peace of the river during trout season and don't won't to see the trash in the area like I've seen in the wake of 
rafters on the other rivers.



mailto:Slwoodie@hotmail.com

mailto:comments-southern-francismarion-sumter@fs.fed.us

mailto:burch@gon.com






From: uscjoy@aol.com


To: comments-southern-francismarion-sumter@fs.fed.us


cc: burch@gon.com


Subject: Save the Upper Chattooga River Comments
Date: 08/18/2008 09:12 PM


The following comments about saving the Upper Chattooga River were submitted via the Georgia Outdoor Network website at 
www.georgiaoutdoornetwork.org 


Name: Joy Manley
E-Mail Address: uscjoy@aol.com
Address: 120 Diana Rd, 
City: Gilbert
State: Yukon Territory
Postal Code: 29054


Comments:
I support Alternative 8.  That is the only fair and equitable alternative.  I pray that the USFS can be fair and 
equitable in allocating its resources.


Life ain't fair, but the USFS can be.


Thank you
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From: kevin@bciinsulation.com


To: comments-southern-francismarion-sumter@fs.fed.us


cc: burch@gon.com


Subject: Save the Upper Chattooga River Comments
Date: 08/15/2008 02:04 PM


The following comments about saving the Upper Chattooga River were submitted via the Georgia Outdoor Network website at 
www.georgiaoutdoornetwork.org 


Name: Kevin Bentley
E-Mail Address: kevin@bciinsulation.com
Address: P.O. Box 892, 
City: Fort Valley
State: Georgia
Postal Code: 31008


Comments:
The upper Chattooga River should be protected from boaters to provide the native fish there some area of refuge.  
Commercialization is sure to follow allowing hundreds upon hundreds of tubes, rafts, kayaks, and canoes to pollute and 
scar the river.  There are plenty of other spots for the boaters to use.  Let them know where they are.  It's OK to 
have an area that only outdoors people and sportsman can use.  Every property isn't right for every sport/person.  Look 
at the upper Chattahoochee in Helen, GA if you don't understand what I'm talking about.
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From: upton43@msn.com


To: comments-southern-francismarion-sumter@fs.fed.us


cc: burch@gon.com


Subject: Save the Upper Chattooga River Comments
Date: 08/17/2008 10:32 AM


The following comments about saving the Upper Chattooga River were submitted via the Georgia Outdoor Network website at 
www.georgiaoutdoornetwork.org 


Name: Joseph Upton
E-Mail Address: upton43@msn.com
Address: 3641 Heron Ridge Ln, 
City: Weston
State: Florida
Postal Code: 33331


Comments:
I oppose any boating or changing the foot travel only provision of the zoning in the upper reaches of the Chattahoochee 
River in N. GA.
Joseph Upton
803-422-4071
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From: guinna@windstream.net


To: comments-southern-francismarion-sumter@fs.fed.us


cc: burch@gon.com


Subject: Save the Upper Chattooga River Comments
Date: 08/15/2008 02:04 PM


The following comments about saving the Upper Chattooga River were submitted via the Georgia Outdoor Network website at 
www.georgiaoutdoornetwork.org 


Name: Guinn Jackson
E-Mail Address: guinna@windstream.net
Address: 2837 Reed Road, 
City: Dalton
State: Georgia
Postal Code: 30720


Comments:
 Please keep the Chattooga river as it is and not commericalize it for the rafters to ruin as they have other streams 
in the southeast as I have seen take place over the past years.
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From: planecrazy@windstream.net


To: comments-southern-francismarion-sumter@fs.fed.us


cc: burch@gon.com


Subject: Save the Upper Chattooga River Comments
Date: 08/15/2008 11:23 PM


The following comments about saving the Upper Chattooga River were submitted via the Georgia Outdoor Network website at 
www.georgiaoutdoornetwork.org 


Name: David  Cook
E-Mail Address: planecrazy@windstream.net
Address: 1971 Lax Hwy , 
City: Ocilla
State: Georgia
Postal Code: 31774


Comments:
Hello. Please protect the upper Chattooga River for our future generations of fishermen and campers by not allowing 
access for rafting.  


Thank You,
David Cook
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From: rex_grimes@yahoo.com


To: comments-southern-francismarion-sumter@fs.fed.us


cc: burch@gon.com


Subject: Save the Upper Chattooga River Comments
Date: 08/15/2008 03:46 PM


The following comments about saving the Upper Chattooga River were submitted via the Georgia Outdoor Network website at 
www.georgiaoutdoornetwork.org 


Name: Rex Grimes
E-Mail Address: rex_grimes@yahoo.com
Address: 415 Wilmington Way, 
City: Monroe
State: Georgia
Postal Code: 30655


Comments:
Please do not allow this to happen.  Sportsmen and women are losing fishing and hunting priviledges every time we turn 
around.  This is unacceptable
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From: nancydane@juno.com


To: comments-southern-francismarion-sumter@fs.fed.us


cc: burch@gon.com


Subject: Save the Upper Chattooga River Comments
Date: 08/18/2008 12:32 PM


The following comments about saving the Upper Chattooga River were submitted via the Georgia Outdoor Network website at 
www.georgiaoutdoornetwork.org 


Name: Ashley Parker
E-Mail Address: nancydane@juno.com
Address: 35 Laurel Cir SE, 
City: Jacksonville
State: Alabama
Postal Code: 36265


Comments:
I support Alternative8. You should not restrict access to any group of people to our national resources!


Thks
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From: jkriener@triad.rr.com


To: comments-southern-francismarion-sumter@fs.fed.us


cc: burch@gon.com


Subject: Save the Upper Chattooga River Comments
Date: 08/18/2008 09:21 PM


The following comments about saving the Upper Chattooga River were submitted via the Georgia Outdoor Network website at 
www.georgiaoutdoornetwork.org 


Name: John Kriener
E-Mail Address: jkriener@triad.rr.com
Address: 112 Oakview Drive, 
City: Elon
State: North Carolina
Postal Code: 27244


Comments:
Dear Sir,


 
I would like to comment on the recently released Upper Chattooga Environmental Assessment and proposed management plan, 
alternative #4. Rather than Alternative #4, I support alternative #8


 
The Forest Service has not gone far enough to protect the Upper Chattooga with alternative #4, and has unjustly 
restricted boating without justification.. The Upper Chattooga is under increasing pressure from visitors, and 
concessions must be made to protect all of its "outstanding and remarkable" qualities. 


 
In addition to conducting a proper impact study of boating in the Upper Chattooga, the Forest Service must also conduct 
similar studies on all other user groups.  While boating is viewed as the only variable in all management plan 
alternatives, there are larger, more impactful user groups that are not considered for limits and/or restrictions. The 
Forest Service may, by  utilizing quality impact studies  protect and restore the Upper Chattooga  by equitably 
reducing the impact of all user groups.


 
Steps should include::


 
1)  Eliminate all road side parking within 1/4 mile of all bridges.
2)  Permanently close user created trails
3)  Establish a fair and equitable permitting system for all Upper Chattooga users.
4)  Close the fish hatchery that is responsible for polluting the East Fork of the Chattooga River.
5)  Stock only native fish in the river.
6)  Restrict or rotate river access to anglers, allowing the stream beds and banks to recuperate from trampling.
7)  Restrict or rotate campsite use, allowing areas to recuperate from over use.
8)  Ban camping within 1/2 mile of all bridges or roads.
9)  Close some  bridges and/or roads to create a more remote wilderness corridor.
10)  Complete a true user capacity analysis and impact study for all user groups.
11)  Allow equitable access to all environmentally friendly user groups based on impact studies.
12)  Put the protection and restoration of the environment above all uses and user groups. The "Outstanding and 
Remarkable" quality of the Upper Chattooga is not artificially created fishing, it is the breathtaking wilderness.


 
I support implementation of Alternative 8. It fairly and equitably places all environmentally friendly user groups on 
the same footing, while establishing a few extra protections to the environment. The Forest Service should make use of 
the "adaptive management" approach in Alternative 8, to further protect the environment in the ways outlined above.


 
Thank You


John Kriener
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From: Kirkbaker04@yahoo.com


To: comments-southern-francismarion-sumter@fs.fed.us


cc: burch@gon.com


Subject: Save the Upper Chattooga River Comments
Date: 08/18/2008 09:23 PM


The following comments about saving the Upper Chattooga River were submitted via the Georgia Outdoor Network website at 
www.georgiaoutdoornetwork.org 


Name: Kirk Baker
E-Mail Address: Kirkbaker04@yahoo.com
Address: 768 Brownlee Lane, 
City: Lawrenceville
State: Georgia
Postal Code: 30044


Comments:
To whom it may concern:


I would like to comment on the recently released Upper Chattooga Environmental Assessment and proposed management plan, 
alternative #4.


 
It is clear that the Upper Chattooga is under increasing pressure from visitors, and concessions must be made to 
protect all of its "outstanding and remarkable" qualities. I feel, with alternative #4, the Forest Service has not gone 
far enough to protect the Upper Chattooga and has restricted boating without justification.


 
The Forest Service not only needs to conduct a proper impact study of boating in the Upper Chattooga, it must also 
conduct similar studies on all other user groups. Boating is viewed as the only variable in all management plan 
alternatives. When in fact, there are larger, more impactful user groups that are not considered for limits and/or 
restrictions. It's only with quality impact studies that the Forest Service may equitably reduce the impact of all user 
groups and therefore, protect and restore its natural wonders.


 
First and foremost, the Forest Service must:


 
1)  Eliminate all road side parking within 1/4 mile of all bridges. Not just create an additional parking area a 
distance from the bridge.
2)  Permanently close user created trails. A few well "designed" and well used trails could be converted to sanctioned 
Forest Service trails.
3)  Establish a fair and equitable permitting system for all Upper Chattooga users. The data collected will help 
establish future use and limits guidelines.
4)  Close the fish hatchery that is responsible for polluting the East Fork of the Chattooga River.
5)  Stock only native fish in the river.
6)  Restrict or rotate river access to anglers, allowing the stream beds and banks to recuperate from trampling.
7)  Restrict or rotate campsite use, allowing areas to recuperate from over use.
8)  Ban camping within 1/2 mile of all bridges or roads.
9)  Close a couple of bridges and/or roads to create a more remote wilderness corridor.
10)  Complete a true user capacity analysis and impact study for all user groups.
11)  Allow equitable access to all environmentally friendly user groups based on impact studies.
12)  Put the protection and restoration of the environment above all uses and user groups. The "Outstanding and 
Remarkable" quality of the Upper Chattooga is not artificially created fishing, it is the breathtaking wilderness.


 
Although it is not a perfect plan, I would support implementation of Alternative 8. It fairly and equitably places all 
environmentally friendly user groups on the same footing, while establishing a few extra protections to the 
environment. I would urge the Forest Service to make use of the "adaptive management" approach, in Alternative 8, to 
further protect the environment in the ways I have outlined above.


 
Thank You


Kirk Baker
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From: blisteredfromfishin@yahoo.com


To: comments-southern-francismarion-sumter@fs.fed.us


cc: burch@gon.com


Subject: Save the Upper Chattooga River Comments
Date: 08/18/2008 12:36 PM


The following comments about saving the Upper Chattooga River were submitted via the Georgia Outdoor Network website at 
www.georgiaoutdoornetwork.org 


Name: Heywood Jablowme
E-Mail Address: blisteredfromfishin@yahoo.com
Address: 1600 Pennsylvania Ave, 
City: Washington
State: District of Columbia
Postal Code: 20500


Comments:
As a Proud GON member, I appreciate the opportunity to voice my opinion on the Upper Chattooga Environmental 
Assessment. The Upper Chattooga is a unique geological and cultural resource that is being polluted and destroyed with 
the stocking of non-native fish and the human impacts associated with this stocking. I would support the banning of all 
stocking of non-native fish in the wilderness area and would welcome the introduction of low impact sports such as 
boating in the Upper Chattooga. I support Alternative 8.
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From: brentcharlesmorris@yahoo.com


To: comments-southern-francismarion-sumter@fs.fed.us


cc: burch@gon.com


Subject: Save the Upper Chattooga River Comments
Date: 08/15/2008 02:04 PM


The following comments about saving the Upper Chattooga River were submitted via the Georgia Outdoor Network website at 
www.georgiaoutdoornetwork.org 


Name: Brent Morris
E-Mail Address: brentcharlesmorris@yahoo.com
Address: 120 Belvedere Court, 
City: Atlanta
State: Georgia
Postal Code: 30350


Comments:
For wildlife and quality conservation purposes, please continue to prohibit or limit boat access in the Upper Chatooga 
river region.


Gratefully,
Brent Morris
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From: talley5@bellsouth.net


To: comments-southern-francismarion-sumter@fs.fed.us


cc: burch@gon.com


Subject: Save the Upper Chattooga River Comments
Date: 08/17/2008 10:40 AM


The following comments about saving the Upper Chattooga River were submitted via the Georgia Outdoor Network website at 
www.georgiaoutdoornetwork.org 


Name: Les Talley
E-Mail Address: talley5@bellsouth.net
Address: 1201 Poplar Rd., 
City: Dallas
State: Georgia
Postal Code: 30157


Comments:
Multiple conservation organizations are fighting to retain the current zoning, which allows only foot travel in the 
river corridor. This zoning has made the river a premier destination for hiking, camping and trout fishing. Boater 
access would destroy this.


I strongly believe in this current zone. I have found that most white water people are inconsiderate to fisher men in 
the water.If they really want to use the river let them hike in like ever one else.
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From: rhhunter1959@yahoo.com


To: comments-southern-francismarion-sumter@fs.fed.us


cc: burch@gon.com


Subject: Save the Upper Chattooga River Comments
Date: 08/15/2008 11:32 PM


The following comments about saving the Upper Chattooga River were submitted via the Georgia Outdoor Network website at 
www.georgiaoutdoornetwork.org 


Name: Rick Harmer
E-Mail Address: rhhunter1959@yahoo.com
Address: 1439 Lone Oak Rd., 
City: Grovetown
State: Georgia
Postal Code: 30813


Comments:
why do we have to destroy all of the wonderful things that are left to our charge.  man has away of just whittling away 
at all of these little spots of heaven, someone in there right mind put an end to this distruction of yet another 
special spot that God has given to us to all enjoy.  thank you for allowing me this opportunity to voice my opinion.  
rick harmer grovetown, ga.
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From: al_watts@comcast.net


To: comments-southern-francismarion-sumter@fs.fed.us


cc: burch@gon.com


Subject: Save the Upper Chattooga River Comments
Date: 08/15/2008 03:46 PM


The following comments about saving the Upper Chattooga River were submitted via the Georgia Outdoor Network website at 
www.georgiaoutdoornetwork.org 


Name: Aaron Watts
E-Mail Address: al_watts@comcast.net
Address: 2110 Amber Creek Drive, 
City:  Buford
State: Georgia
Postal Code: 30519


Comments:
I use the upper Chatahoochee River as my "get away" from the crowded, noisy life of the Atlanta metro area.  I strongly 
oppose opening this beautiful retreat to commercial boating enterprises that would pollute the area with noise, refuse, 
and congestion.


Please consider keeping our wild places wild.


-aaron watts
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From: kellylucia@gmail.com


To: comments-southern-francismarion-sumter@fs.fed.us


cc: burch@gon.com


Subject: Save the Upper Chattooga River Comments
Date: 08/18/2008 09:24 PM


The following comments about saving the Upper Chattooga River were submitted via the Georgia Outdoor Network website at 
www.georgiaoutdoornetwork.org 


Name: Kelly Baker
E-Mail Address: kellylucia@gmail.com
Address: 768 Brownlee Lane, 
City: Lawrenceville
State: Georgia
Postal Code: 30044


Comments:
To whom it may concern:


I would like to comment on the recently released Upper Chattooga Environmental Assessment and proposed management plan, 
alternative #4.


 
It is clear that the Upper Chattooga is under increasing pressure from visitors, and concessions must be made to 
protect all of its "outstanding and remarkable" qualities. I feel, with alternative #4, the Forest Service has not gone 
far enough to protect the Upper Chattooga and has restricted boating without justification.


 
The Forest Service not only needs to conduct a proper impact study of boating in the Upper Chattooga, it must also 
conduct similar studies on all other user groups. Boating is viewed as the only variable in all management plan 
alternatives. When in fact, there are larger, more impactful user groups that are not considered for limits and/or 
restrictions. It's only with quality impact studies that the Forest Service may equitably reduce the impact of all user 
groups and therefore, protect and restore its natural wonders.


 
First and foremost, the Forest Service must:


 
1)  Eliminate all road side parking within 1/4 mile of all bridges. Not just create an additional parking area a 
distance from the bridge.
2)  Permanently close user created trails. A few well "designed" and well used trails could be converted to sanctioned 
Forest Service trails.
3)  Establish a fair and equitable permitting system for all Upper Chattooga users. The data collected will help 
establish future use and limits guidelines.
4)  Close the fish hatchery that is responsible for polluting the East Fork of the Chattooga River.
5)  Stock only native fish in the river.
6)  Restrict or rotate river access to anglers, allowing the stream beds and banks to recuperate from trampling.
7)  Restrict or rotate campsite use, allowing areas to recuperate from over use.
8)  Ban camping within 1/2 mile of all bridges or roads.
9)  Close a couple of bridges and/or roads to create a more remote wilderness corridor.
10)  Complete a true user capacity analysis and impact study for all user groups.
11)  Allow equitable access to all environmentally friendly user groups based on impact studies.
12)  Put the protection and restoration of the environment above all uses and user groups. The "Outstanding and 
Remarkable" quality of the Upper Chattooga is not artificially created fishing, it is the breathtaking wilderness.


 
Although it is not a perfect plan, I would support implementation of Alternative 8. It fairly and equitably places all 
environmentally friendly user groups on the same footing, while establishing a few extra protections to the 
environment. I would urge the Forest Service to make use of the "adaptive management" approach, in Alternative 8, to 
further protect the environment in the ways I have outlined above.


 
Thank You


Kirk Baker
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From: kparker212@yahoo.com


To: comments-southern-francismarion-sumter@fs.fed.us


cc: burch@gon.com


Subject: Save the Upper Chattooga River Comments
Date: 08/18/2008 12:39 PM


The following comments about saving the Upper Chattooga River were submitted via the Georgia Outdoor Network website at 
www.georgiaoutdoornetwork.org 


Name: Kevin Parker
E-Mail Address: kparker212@yahoo.com
Address: 5412 Fairwood Ave, 
City: Anniston
State: Alabama
Postal Code: 36206


Comments:
Dear Sir,


I would like to comment on the recently released Upper Chattooga  
Environmental Assessment and proposed management plan, alternative #4.


It is clear that the Upper Chattooga is under increasing pressure from  
visitors, and concessions must be made to protect all of its  
"outstanding and remarkable" qualities. I feel, with alternative #4,  
the Forest Service has not gone far enough to protect the Upper  
Chattooga and has restricted boating without justification.


The Forest Service not only needs to conduct a proper impact study of  
boating in the Upper Chattooga, it must also conduct similar studies  
on all other user groups. Boating is viewed as the only variable in  
all management plan alternatives. When in fact, there are larger, more  
impactful user groups that are not considered for limits and/or  
restrictions. It's only with quality impact studies that the Forest  
Service may equitably reduce the impact of all user groups and  
therefore, protect and restore its natural wonders.


First and foremost, the Forest Service must:


1)  Eliminate all road side parking within 1/4 mile of all bridges.  
Not just create an additional parking area a distance from the bridge.
2)  Permanently close user created trails. A few well "designed" and  
well used trails could be converted to sanctioned Forest Service trails.
3)  Establish a fair and equitable permitting system for all Upper  
Chattooga users. The data collected will help establish future use and  
limits guidelines.
4)  Close the fish hatchery that is responsible for polluting the East  
Fork of the Chattooga River.
5)  Stock only native fish in the river.
6)  Restrict or rotate river access to anglers, allowing the stream  
beds and banks to recuperate from trampling.
7)  Restrict or rotate campsite use, allowing areas to recuperate from  
over use.
8)  Ban camping within 1/2 mile of all bridges or roads.
9)  Close a couple of bridges and/or roads to create a more remote  
wilderness corridor.
10)  Complete a true user capacity analysis and impact study for all  
user groups.
11)  Allow equitable access to all environmentally friendly user  
groups based on impact studies.
12)  Put the protection and restoration of the environment above all  
uses and user groups. The "Outstanding and Remarkable" quality of the  
Upper Chattooga is not artificially created fishing, it is the  
breathtaking wilderness.


Although it is not a perfect plan, I would support implementation of  
Alternative 8. It fairly and equitably places all environmentally  
friendly user groups on the same footing, while establishing a few  
extra protections to the environment. I would urge the Forest Service  
to make use of the "adaptive management" approach, in Alternative 8,  
to further protect the environment in the ways I have outlined above.


Thank You


Kevin Parker
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From: nealfamily@juno.com


To: comments-southern-francismarion-sumter@fs.fed.us


cc: burch@gon.com


Subject: Save the Upper Chattooga River Comments
Date: 08/15/2008 02:09 PM


The following comments about saving the Upper Chattooga River were submitted via the Georgia Outdoor Network website at 
www.georgiaoutdoornetwork.org 


Name: JEff Neal
E-Mail Address: nealfamily@juno.com
Address: 318 Brindle Rd, 
City: RESACA
State: Georgia
Postal Code: 30735


Comments:
 I agree with the alternative # 4 as not to be selfish, however I think it would be a great loss to the habitat that 
inhibits the area to allow, and have complete vehicle acces to this property.
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From: roger291@bellsouth.net


To: comments-southern-francismarion-sumter@fs.fed.us


cc: burch@gon.com


Subject: Save the Upper Chattooga River Comments
Date: 08/17/2008 10:43 AM


The following comments about saving the Upper Chattooga River were submitted via the Georgia Outdoor Network website at 
www.georgiaoutdoornetwork.org 


Name: Roger Carter
E-Mail Address: roger291@bellsouth.net
Address: 330 Jim McMichaelRd, 
City: Jackson
State: Georgia
Postal Code: 30233


Comments:
Thank you for hearing my vote.Alt. 4 seems to be a viable compromise,I am totally against unlimited boating.
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From: gdaniels25@bellsouth.net


To: comments-southern-francismarion-sumter@fs.fed.us


cc: burch@gon.com


Subject: Save the Upper Chattooga River Comments
Date: 08/15/2008 11:50 PM


The following comments about saving the Upper Chattooga River were submitted via the Georgia Outdoor Network website at 
www.georgiaoutdoornetwork.org 


Name: George Daniels
E-Mail Address: gdaniels25@bellsouth.net
Address: 3320 Westcliffe Ct, 
City: Augusta
State: Georgia
Postal Code: 30907


Comments:
Please keep this area pristine and do not allow boating
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From: stevep123us@yahoo.com


To: comments-southern-francismarion-sumter@fs.fed.us


cc: burch@gon.com


Subject: Save the Upper Chattooga River Comments
Date: 08/15/2008 03:46 PM


The following comments about saving the Upper Chattooga River were submitted via the Georgia Outdoor Network website at 
www.georgiaoutdoornetwork.org 


Name: Steve Palmer
E-Mail Address: stevep123us@yahoo.com
Address: 6470 Forreat Rd, 
City: Grantville
State: Georgia
Postal Code: 30220


Comments:
stop the rafting on chattooga river
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From: richard_t_plummer@hotmail.com


To: comments-southern-francismarion-sumter@fs.fed.us


cc: burch@gon.com


Subject: Save the Upper Chattooga River Comments
Date: 08/18/2008 09:26 PM


The following comments about saving the Upper Chattooga River were submitted via the Georgia Outdoor Network website at 
www.georgiaoutdoornetwork.org 


Name: Richard Plummer
E-Mail Address: richard_t_plummer@hotmail.com
Address: 160 Park Bridge Ln, 
City: ROSWELL
State: Georgia
Postal Code: 30075


Comments:
Dear Sir,
I am an avid fly fisherman and whitewater kayaker and
I would like to comment on the recently released Upper Chattooga Environmental Assessment and proposed management plan, 
alternative #4.


 
It is clear that the Upper Chattooga is under increasing pressure from visitors, and concessions must be made to 
protect all of its "outstanding and remarkable" qualities. I feel, with alternative #4, the Forest Service has not gone 
far enough to protect the Upper Chattooga and has restricted boating without justification.


 
The Forest Service not only needs to conduct a proper impact study of boating in the Upper Chattooga, it must also 
conduct similar studies on all other user groups. Boating is viewed as the only variable in all management plan 
alternatives. When in fact, there are larger, more impactful user groups that are not considered for limits and/or 
restrictions. It's only with quality impact studies that the Forest Service may equitably reduce the impact of all user 
groups and therefore, protect and restore its natural wonders.


 
First and foremost, the Forest Service must:


 
1)  Eliminate all road side parking within 1/4 mile of all bridges. Not just create an additional parking area a 
distance from the bridge.
2)  Permanently close user created trails. A few well "designed" and well used trails could be converted to sanctioned 
Forest Service trails.
3)  Establish a fair and equitable permitting system for all Upper Chattooga users. The data collected will help 
establish future use and limits guidelines.
4)  Close the fish hatchery that is responsible for polluting the East Fork of the Chattooga River.
5)  Stock only native fish in the river.
6)  Restrict or rotate river access to anglers, allowing the stream beds and banks to recuperate from trampling.
7)  Restrict or rotate campsite use, allowing areas to recuperate from over use.
8)  Ban camping within 1/2 mile of all bridges or roads.
9)  Close a couple of bridges and/or roads to create a more remote wilderness corridor.
10)  Complete a true user capacity analysis and impact study for all user groups.
11)  Allow equitable access to all environmentally friendly user groups based on impact studies.
12)  Put the protection and restoration of the environment above all uses and user groups. The "Outstanding and 
Remarkable" quality of the Upper Chattooga is not artificially created fishing, it is the breathtaking wilderness.


 
Although it is not a perfect plan, I would support implementation of Alternative 8. It fairly and equitably places all 
environmentally friendly user groups on the same footing, while establishing a few extra protections to the 
environment. I would urge the Forest Service to make use of the "adaptive management" approach, in Alternative 8, to 
further protect the environment in the ways I have outlined above.


 
Thank You


Richard Plummer
160 Park Bridge Lane
Roswell Ga 30075


 


Thank you!
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From: tray@shelbyed.k12.al.us


To: comments-southern-francismarion-sumter@fs.fed.us


cc: burch@gon.com


Subject: Save the Upper Chattooga River Comments
Date: 08/18/2008 12:48 PM


The following comments about saving the Upper Chattooga River were submitted via the Georgia Outdoor Network website at 
www.georgiaoutdoornetwork.org 


Name: Tim Ray
E-Mail Address: tray@shelbyed.k12.al.us
Address: 170 Hidden Valley Drive, 
City: Montevallo
State: Alabama
Postal Code: 35115


Comments:
Although it is not a perfect plan, I would support implementation of Alternative 8. It fairly and equitably places all 
environmentally friendly user groups on the same footing, while establishing a few extra protections to the 
environment. I would urge the Forest Service to make use of the "adaptive management" approach, in Alternative 8, to 
further protect the environment in the ways I have outlined above.


Thank You
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From: timpetraroi@yahoo.com


To: comments-southern-francismarion-sumter@fs.fed.us


cc: burch@gon.com


Subject: Save the Upper Chattooga River Comments
Date: 08/15/2008 02:09 PM


The following comments about saving the Upper Chattooga River were submitted via the Georgia Outdoor Network website at 
www.georgiaoutdoornetwork.org 


Name: Tim Petraroi
E-Mail Address: timpetraroi@yahoo.com
Address: 3805 Drew Campground Rd, 
City: Cumming
State: Georgia
Postal Code: 30040


Comments:
Please do'nt tamper with the upper chattooga. It is the most prestine river in the south and I fear that boating this 
section would do great damage to the habitat and the overall beauty of the area.
thanks, TIM
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From: dcso580@comcast.net


To: comments-southern-francismarion-sumter@fs.fed.us


cc: burch@gon.com


Subject: Save the Upper Chattooga River Comments
Date: 08/17/2008 11:55 AM


The following comments about saving the Upper Chattooga River were submitted via the Georgia Outdoor Network website at 
www.georgiaoutdoornetwork.org 


Name: Kenneth Harper
E-Mail Address: dcso580@comcast.net
Address: 4835 W Lake Way, 
City: Douglasville
State: Georgia
Postal Code: 30135


Comments:
We have enough land and water open to boating. Let's keep it clean and closed!
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From: derrycollins@bellsouth.net


To: comments-southern-francismarion-sumter@fs.fed.us


cc: burch@gon.com


Subject: Save the Upper Chattooga River Comments
Date: 08/16/2008 12:22 AM


The following comments about saving the Upper Chattooga River were submitted via the Georgia Outdoor Network website at 
www.georgiaoutdoornetwork.org 


Name: Derry  Collins
E-Mail Address: derrycollins@bellsouth.net
Address: 201 Kings Ct., 
City: Peachtree City
State: Georgia
Postal Code: 30269


Comments:
As an avid trout fisher,  I don't want a bunch of boaters coming down the streams messing up the fishing, and making 
launch sites everywhere they see fit.  This is a very pristine area and it needs to stay that way.  I think giving them 
a couple of months a year during the winter is enough.
         Derry Collins
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From: philipscustomcab@bellsouth.net


To: comments-southern-francismarion-sumter@fs.fed.us


cc: burch@gon.com


Subject: Save the Upper Chattooga River Comments
Date: 08/15/2008 03:47 PM


The following comments about saving the Upper Chattooga River were submitted via the Georgia Outdoor Network website at 
www.georgiaoutdoornetwork.org 


Name: Philip Hilderbrand
E-Mail Address: philipscustomcab@bellsouth.net
Address: 3301 Old River Rd, 
City: Fortson
State: Georgia
Postal Code: 31808


Comments:
I think that allowing boat access to the upper reaches of the Chatooga River should not be allowed. This would damage 
the trout fishing and also ruin the natural environment of this area. 
I hope that those who make decisions about this would consider the consequences that changing this would have. 
thanks Philip Hilderbrand
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From: brnmorneault@yahoo.com


To: comments-southern-francismarion-sumter@fs.fed.us


cc: burch@gon.com


Subject: Save the Upper Chattooga River Comments
Date: 08/16/2008 12:47 AM


The following comments about saving the Upper Chattooga River were submitted via the Georgia Outdoor Network website at 
www.georgiaoutdoornetwork.org 


Name: Brian Morneault
E-Mail Address: brnmorneault@yahoo.com
Address: 2817 Black Mountain Road, 
City: Dahlonega
State: Georgia
Postal Code: 30533


Comments:
There is plenty of river they are currently using. No need to ruin it for all of us.
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From: jackh30457@planttel.net


To: comments-southern-francismarion-sumter@fs.fed.us


cc: burch@gon.com


Subject: Save the Upper Chattooga River Comments
Date: 08/17/2008 12:36 PM


The following comments about saving the Upper Chattooga River were submitted via the Georgia Outdoor Network website at 
www.georgiaoutdoornetwork.org 


Name: Jack Hollister
E-Mail Address: jackh30457@planttel.net
Address: 1826 Mississippi Avenue, 
City: Soperton
State: Georgia
Postal Code: 30457


Comments:
The present access to the Chatooga River must be maintained to keep the wild and pristine nature it now has.
Increased access allowing boating of any nature would drastically detract from its natural well being.
Any change would be disasterous to this river.
Trout fishing and the access by walking only  are very important to the preservation of the Chatooga River.
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From: swhouser@hotmail.com


To: comments-southern-francismarion-sumter@fs.fed.us


cc: burch@gon.com


Subject: Save the Upper Chattooga River Comments
Date: 08/18/2008 12:53 PM


The following comments about saving the Upper Chattooga River were submitted via the Georgia Outdoor Network website at 
www.georgiaoutdoornetwork.org 


Name: Scott Houser
E-Mail Address: swhouser@hotmail.com
Address: 2700 Moreland Ave SE, 
City: Atlanta
State: Georgia
Postal Code: 30315


Comments:
Dear Sir,


I would like to comment on the recently released Upper Chattooga
Environmental Assessment and proposed management plan, alternative
#4.


It is clear that the Upper Chattooga is under increasing pressure
from visitors, and concessions must be made to protect all of
its "outstanding and remarkable" qualities. I feel, with alternative
#4, the Forest Service has not gone far enough to protect the Upper
Chattooga and has restricted boating without justification.


The Forest Service not only needs to conduct a proper impact study of
boating in the Upper Chattooga, it must also conduct similar studies
on all other user groups. Boating is viewed as the only variable in
all management plan alternatives. When in fact, there are larger,
more impactful user groups that are not considered for limits and/or
restrictions. It's only with quality impact studies that the Forest
Service may equitably reduce the impact of all user groups and
therefore, protect and restore its natural wonders.


First and foremost, the Forest Service must:


1) Eliminate all road side parking within 1/4 mile of all bridges.
Not just create an additional parking area a distance from the bridge.
2) Permanently close user created trails. A few well "designed" and
well used trails could be converted to sanctioned Forest Service
trails.
3) Establish a fair and equitable permitting system for all Upper
Chattooga users. The data collected will help establish future use
and limits guidelines.
4) Close the fish hatchery that is responsible for polluting the
East Fork of the Chattooga River.
5) Stock only native fish in the river.
6) Restrict or rotate river access to anglers, allowing the stream
beds and banks to recuperate from trampling.
7) Restrict or rotate campsite use, allowing areas to recuperate
from over use.
8) Ban camping within 1/2 mile of all bridges or roads.
9) Close a couple of bridges and/or roads to create a more remote
wilderness corridor.
10) Complete a true user capacity analysis and impact study for all
user groups.
11) Allow equitable access to all environmentally friendly user
groups based on impact studies.
12) Put the protection and restoration of the environment above all
uses and user groups. The "Outstanding and Remarkable" quality of the
Upper Chattooga is not artificially created fishing, it is the
breathtaking wilderness.


Although it is not a perfect plan, I would support implementation of
Alternative 8. It fairly and equitably places all environmentally
friendly user groups on the same footing, while establishing a few
extra protections to the environment. I would urge the Forest Service
to make use of the "adaptive management" approach, in Alternative 8,
to further protect the environment in the ways I have outlined above.


Thank You


Scott Houser
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From: ctmoore8@windstream.net


To: comments-southern-francismarion-sumter@fs.fed.us


cc: burch@gon.com


Subject: Save the Upper Chattooga River Comments
Date: 08/15/2008 03:48 PM


The following comments about saving the Upper Chattooga River were submitted via the Georgia Outdoor Network website at 
www.georgiaoutdoornetwork.org 


Name: Charles Moore
E-Mail Address: ctmoore8@windstream.net
Address: 136 Fortville Road, 
City: Gray
State: Georgia
Postal Code: 31032


Comments:
I am opposed to allowing white water canoeing or white water rafting activities in the upper Chatooga river.  Please 
continue to preserve this river as you have in the past.
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From: georgiaventures@gmail.com


To: comments-southern-francismarion-sumter@fs.fed.us


cc: burch@gon.com


Subject: Save the Upper Chattooga River Comments
Date: 08/15/2008 02:09 PM


The following comments about saving the Upper Chattooga River were submitted via the Georgia Outdoor Network website at 
www.georgiaoutdoornetwork.org 


Name: Mike Wadsworth
E-Mail Address: georgiaventures@gmail.com
Address: 3841 Admiral Dr., 
City: Atlanta
State: Georgia
Postal Code: 30341


Comments:
I am writing in concern to the section of the upper Chatooga river that is currently under debate as to whether or not 
to open it up to water sports or keep it open only to foot travel.  I am in support of keeping this section of the 
river open only to foot travel.  This rural river should be reserved for hiking, camping and fishing, there are few 
rivers like this a loss of another would be a shame.
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From: krmez@bellsouth.net


To: comments-southern-francismarion-sumter@fs.fed.us


cc: burch@gon.com


Subject: Save the Upper Chattooga River Comments
Date: 08/18/2008 09:40 PM


The following comments about saving the Upper Chattooga River were submitted via the Georgia Outdoor Network website at 
www.georgiaoutdoornetwork.org 


Name: Robert Coleman
E-Mail Address: krmez@bellsouth.net
Address: 8 Edna Court, 
City: Tifton
State: Georgia
Postal Code: 31793


Comments:
I feel that option number 4 is the best all around option for boaters.  I feel that the trout fishing and "wildness" of 
the area will be comprimised with boater access.  Thank you.
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From: bradleybrewer@hotmail.com


To: comments-southern-francismarion-sumter@fs.fed.us


cc: burch@gon.com


Subject: Save the Upper Chattooga River Comments
Date: 08/18/2008 09:40 PM


The following comments about saving the Upper Chattooga River were submitted via the Georgia Outdoor Network website at 
www.georgiaoutdoornetwork.org 


Name: James Brewer
E-Mail Address: bradleybrewer@hotmail.com
Address: 10483 Hanging Wall Drive, 
City: Grass Valley
State: California
Postal Code: 95945


Comments:
Dear Sir,


 
I would like to comment on the recently released Upper Chattooga Environmental Assessment and proposed management plan, 
alternative #4.


 
It is clear that the Upper Chattooga is under increasing pressure from visitors, and concessions must be made to 
protect all of its "outstanding and remarkable" qualities. I feel, with alternative #4, the Forest Service has not gone 
far enough to protect the Upper Chattooga and has restricted boating without justification.


 
The Forest Service not only needs to conduct a proper impact study of boating in the Upper Chattooga, it must also 
conduct similar studies on all other user groups. Boating is viewed as the only variable in all management plan 
alternatives. When in fact, there are larger, more impactful user groups that are not considered for limits and/or 
restrictions. It's only with quality impact studies that the Forest Service may equitably reduce the impact of all user 
groups and therefore, protect and restore its natural wonders.


 
First and foremost, the Forest Service must:


 
1)  Eliminate all road side parking within 1/4 mile of all bridges. Not just create an additional parking area a 
distance from the bridge.
2)  Permanently close user created trails. A few well "designed" and well used trails could be converted to sanctioned 
Forest Service trails.
3)  Establish a fair and equitable permitting system for all Upper Chattooga users. The data collected will help 
establish future use and limits guidelines.
4)  Close the fish hatchery that is responsible for polluting the East Fork of the Chattooga River.
5)  Stock only native fish in the river.
6)  Restrict or rotate river access to anglers, allowing the stream beds and banks to recuperate from trampling.
7)  Restrict or rotate campsite use, allowing areas to recuperate from over use.
8)  Ban camping within 1/2 mile of all bridges or roads.
9)  Close a couple of bridges and/or roads to create a more remote wilderness corridor.
10)  Complete a true user capacity analysis and impact study for all user groups.
11)  Allow equitable access to all environmentally friendly user groups based on impact studies.
12)  Put the protection and restoration of the environment above all uses and user groups. The "Outstanding and 
Remarkable" quality of the Upper Chattooga is not artificially created fishing, it is the breathtaking wilderness.


 
Although it is not a perfect plan, I would support implementation of Alternative 8. It fairly and equitably places all 
environmentally friendly user groups on the same footing, while establishing a few extra protections to the 
environment. I would urge the Forest Service to make use of the "adaptive management" approach, in Alternative 8, to 
further protect the environment in the ways I have outlined above.


 
Thank You



mailto:bradleybrewer@hotmail.com

mailto:comments-southern-francismarion-sumter@fs.fed.us

mailto:burch@gon.com






From: wbradley@dbconstllc.com


To: comments-southern-francismarion-sumter@fs.fed.us


cc: burch@gon.com


Subject: Save the Upper Chattooga River Comments
Date: 08/18/2008 01:12 PM


The following comments about saving the Upper Chattooga River were submitted via the Georgia Outdoor Network website at 
www.georgiaoutdoornetwork.org 


Name: Wesley Bradley
E-Mail Address: wbradley@dbconstllc.com
Address: 711 West E Street, 
City: Elizabethton
State: Tennessee
Postal Code: 37643


Comments:
Dear Sir,


I would like to comment on the recently released Upper Chattooga Environmental Assessment and proposed management plan, 
alternative #4. 


It is clear that the Upper Chattooga is under increasing pressure from visitors, and concessions must be made to 
protect all of its "outstanding and remarkable" qualities. I feel, with alternative #4, the Forest Service has not gone 
far enough to protect the Upper Chattooga and has restricted boating without justification. 


The Forest Service not only needs to conduct a proper impact study of boating in the Upper Chattooga, it must also 
conduct similar studies on all other user groups. Boating is viewed as the only variable in all management plan 
alternatives. When in fact, there are larger, more impactful user groups that are not considered for limits and/or 
restrictions. It's only with quality impact studies that the Forest Service may equitably reduce the impact of all user 
groups and therefore, protect and restore its natural wonders.


First and foremost, the Forest Service must:


1) Eliminate all road side parking within 1/4 mile of all bridges. Not just create an additional parking area a 
distance from the bridge.
2) Permanently close user created trails. A few well "designed" and well used trails could be converted to sanctioned 
Forest Service trails.
3) Establish a fair and equitable permitting system for all Upper Chattooga users. The data collected will help 
establish future use and limits guidelines.
4) Close the fish hatchery that is responsible for polluting the East Fork of the Chattooga River.
5) Stock only native fish in the river.
6) Restrict or rotate river access to anglers, allowing the stream beds and banks to recuperate from trampling.
7) Restrict or rotate campsite use, allowing areas to recuperate from over use.
8) Ban camping within 1/2 mile of all bridges or roads.
9) Close a couple of bridges and/or roads to create a more remote wilderness corridor. 
10) Complete a true user capacity analysis and impact study for all user groups.
11) Allow equitable access to all environmentally friendly user groups based on impact studies.
12) Put the protection and restoration of the environment above all uses and user groups. The "Outstanding and 
Remarkable" quality of the Upper Chattooga is not artificially created fishing, it is the breathtaking wilderness.


Although it is not a perfect plan, I would support implementation of Alternative 8. It fairly and equitably places all 
environmentally friendly user groups on the same footing, while establishing a few extra protections to the 
environment. I would urge the Forest Service to make use of the "adaptive management" approach, in Alternative 8, to 
further protect the environment in the ways I have outlined above.


 
Thank You
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From: donw317@hotmail.com


To: comments-southern-francismarion-sumter@fs.fed.us


cc: burch@gon.com


Subject: Save the Upper Chattooga River Comments
Date: 08/17/2008 12:37 PM


The following comments about saving the Upper Chattooga River were submitted via the Georgia Outdoor Network website at 
www.georgiaoutdoornetwork.org 


Name: Donald Oates
E-Mail Address: donw317@hotmail.com
Address: P.O. Box 31, 
City: Lumpkin
State: Georgia
Postal Code: 31815


Comments:
I support Alternative No.4. Please preserve this is a fair compromise for both anglers and boaters. 
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From: emaildmoore@yahoo.com


To: comments-southern-francismarion-sumter@fs.fed.us


cc: burch@gon.com


Subject: Save the Upper Chattooga River Comments
Date: 08/16/2008 01:32 AM


The following comments about saving the Upper Chattooga River were submitted via the Georgia Outdoor Network website at 
www.georgiaoutdoornetwork.org 


Name: David Moore
E-Mail Address: emaildmoore@yahoo.com
Address: 45 Skyview Dr, 
City: Social Circle
State: Georgia
Postal Code: 30025


Comments:
I reject the implementation of Alternative #4 and support Alternative #3.  We need to focus on maintaining the health 
of the forest and reducing the impact of human activities.  Why take a chance of exposing the forest to unforeseen 
negative consequences of allowing boating in this pristine area?



mailto:emaildmoore@yahoo.com

mailto:comments-southern-francismarion-sumter@fs.fed.us

mailto:burch@gon.com






From: david.r.baker2@boeing.com


To: comments-southern-francismarion-sumter@fs.fed.us


cc: burch@gon.com


Subject: Save the Upper Chattooga River Comments
Date: 08/15/2008 03:52 PM


The following comments about saving the Upper Chattooga River were submitted via the Georgia Outdoor Network website at 
www.georgiaoutdoornetwork.org 


Name: David Baker
E-Mail Address: david.r.baker2@boeing.com
Address: 405 Baker Rd , 
City: Warner Robins
State: Georgia
Postal Code: 31093


Comments:
Please keep the Chattooga River natural and free from boat traffic. 


David Baker
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From: ben1445@yahoo.com


To: comments-southern-francismarion-sumter@fs.fed.us


cc: burch@gon.com


Subject: Save the Upper Chattooga River Comments
Date: 08/15/2008 02:09 PM


The following comments about saving the Upper Chattooga River were submitted via the Georgia Outdoor Network website at 
www.georgiaoutdoornetwork.org 


Name: Benjamin Dominguez
E-Mail Address: ben1445@yahoo.com
Address: 5415 Cantrell Rd., 
City: Dawsonville
State: Georgia
Postal Code: 30534


Comments:
why should they have access? they should have to purchase a wma stamp to use the rivers and creeks they are already 
using. for example the amicalola river. as it is, they have plenty of water with boat access. don't destroy a prestine 
area.  
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From: bilncndy@aol.com


To: comments-southern-francismarion-sumter@fs.fed.us


cc: burch@gon.com


Subject: Save the Upper Chattooga River Comments
Date: 08/17/2008 01:08 PM


The following comments about saving the Upper Chattooga River were submitted via the Georgia Outdoor Network website at 
www.georgiaoutdoornetwork.org 


Name: William Lane
E-Mail Address: bilncndy@aol.com
Address: 10008 E. Bluegill Ct., 
City: Inverness
State: Florida
Postal Code: 34450


Comments:
What is going on in Quitman County? The county commisioners won't turn the water on at our hunting camp site. The site 
is owned by David Meyers. Everything is up to code.  
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From: willdabeast26@yahoo.com


To: comments-southern-francismarion-sumter@fs.fed.us


cc: burch@gon.com


Subject: Save the Upper Chattooga River Comments
Date: 08/18/2008 01:15 PM


The following comments about saving the Upper Chattooga River were submitted via the Georgia Outdoor Network website at 
www.georgiaoutdoornetwork.org 


Name: William Jones
E-Mail Address: willdabeast26@yahoo.com
Address: 2465 Hemphill Road, 
City: WAYNESVIILE
State: North Carolina
Postal Code: 28785


Comments:
Dear Sir,


I would like to comment on the recently released Upper Chattooga 
Environmental Assessment and proposed management plan, alternative #4.


It is clear that the Upper Chattooga is under increasing pressure from 
visitors, and concessions must be made to protect all of its 
"outstanding and remarkable" qualities. I feel, with alternative #4, 
the Forest Service has not gone far enough to protect the Upper 
Chattooga and has restricted boating without justification.


The Forest Service not only needs to conduct a proper impact study of 
boating in the Upper Chattooga, it must also conduct similar studies 
on all other user groups. Boating is viewed as the only variable in 
all management plan alternatives. When in fact, there are larger, more 
impactful user groups that are not considered for limits and/or 
restrictions. It's only with quality impact studies that the Forest 
Service may equitably reduce the impact of all user groups and 
therefore, protect and restore its natural wonders.


First and foremost, the Forest Service must:


1)  Eliminate all road side parking within 1/4 mile of all bridges. 
Not just create an additional parking area a distance from the bridge.
2)  Permanently close user created trails. A few well "designed" and 
well used trails could be converted to sanctioned Forest Service trails.
3)  Establish a fair and equitable permitting system for all Upper 
Chattooga users. The data collected will help establish future use and 
limits guidelines.
4)  Close the fish hatchery that is responsible for polluting the East 
Fork of the Chattooga River.
5)  Stock only native fish in the river.
6)  Restrict or rotate river access to anglers, allowing the stream 
beds and banks to recuperate from trampling.
7)  Restrict or rotate campsite use, allowing areas to recuperate from 
over use.
8)  Ban camping within 1/2 mile of all bridges or roads.
9)  Close a couple of bridges and/or roads to create a more remote 
wilderness corridor.
10)  Complete a true user capacity analysis and impact study for all 
user groups.
11)  Allow equitable access to all environmentally friendly user 
groups based on impact studies.
12)  Put the protection and restoration of the environment above all 
uses and user groups. The "Outstanding and Remarkable" quality of the 
Upper Chattooga is not artificially created fishing, it is the 
breathtaking wilderness.


Although it is not a perfect plan, I would support implementation of 
Alternative 8. It fairly and equitably places all environmentally 
friendly user groups on the same footing, while establishing a few 
extra protections to the environment. I would urge the Forest Service 
to make use of the "adaptive management" approach, in Alternative 8, 
to further protect the environment in the ways I have outlined above.


Thank You
**********************************
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From: shawd01@gmail.com


To: comments-southern-francismarion-sumter@fs.fed.us


cc: burch@gon.com


Subject: Save the Upper Chattooga River Comments
Date: 08/18/2008 09:46 PM


The following comments about saving the Upper Chattooga River were submitted via the Georgia Outdoor Network website at 
www.georgiaoutdoornetwork.org 


Name: David Shaw
E-Mail Address: shawd01@gmail.com
Address: 2542 North Castle Ln, 
City: Charleston
State: South Carolina
Postal Code: 29414


Comments:
I support Alternative 8
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From: daneandsheri@hotmail.com


To: comments-southern-francismarion-sumter@fs.fed.us


cc: burch@gon.com


Subject: Save the Upper Chattooga River Comments
Date: 08/16/2008 06:21 AM


The following comments about saving the Upper Chattooga River were submitted via the Georgia Outdoor Network website at 
www.georgiaoutdoornetwork.org 


Name: Joseph Lancaster
E-Mail Address: daneandsheri@hotmail.com
Address: 1773 Old Milltown Rd, 
City: Nashville
State: Idaho
Postal Code: 31639


Comments:
I like the preferred management program over full access. Full access would ruin that stretch of river.
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From: allgo71@aol.com


To: comments-southern-francismarion-sumter@fs.fed.us


cc: burch@gon.com


Subject: Save the Upper Chattooga River Comments
Date: 08/15/2008 03:53 PM


The following comments about saving the Upper Chattooga River were submitted via the Georgia Outdoor Network website at 
www.georgiaoutdoornetwork.org 


Name: Wendy  Allgood
E-Mail Address: allgo71@aol.com
Address: 400 Harris Rockmore Loop, 
City: Covington
State: Georgia
Postal Code: 30014


Comments:
This absolutely cannot happen.  This is one of few places we have left to pack and fish that is virtually untouched.  
Whitewater rafters are for the most part rowdy and disrespectful of the land and water.  I have fished and backpacked 
all through those trails....they would never be the same if you allow big business to invade in the name of profit.  we 
have to protect these areas at any costs.  
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From: vdclark59@hotmail.com


To: comments-southern-francismarion-sumter@fs.fed.us


cc: burch@gon.com


Subject: Save the Upper Chattooga River Comments
Date: 08/15/2008 02:11 PM


The following comments about saving the Upper Chattooga River were submitted via the Georgia Outdoor Network website at 
www.georgiaoutdoornetwork.org 


Name: Vernon Clark
E-Mail Address: vdclark59@hotmail.com
Address: 3768 Kemp Ridge Road NW, 
City: Acworth
State: Georgia
Postal Code: 30101


Comments:
I am an avid fisherman and boater but I do not see the need to screw with a perfect hibitat for fish and wildlife while 
adding boaters, trash and the like to this area. If the want to hit the river have them go to Shoot the hoch, or 
something. Prestine is exactly that prestine. I for one do not want to hike back into someplace 15 miles to find trash 
and people everwhere.


Leave it as is!
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From: debbie-cornelius2005@hotmail.com


To: comments-southern-francismarion-sumter@fs.fed.us


cc: burch@gon.com


Subject: Save the Upper Chattooga River Comments
Date: 08/15/2008 02:11 PM


The following comments about saving the Upper Chattooga River were submitted via the Georgia Outdoor Network website at 
www.georgiaoutdoornetwork.org 


Name: Debra Cornelius
E-Mail Address: debbie-cornelius2005@hotmail.com
Address: 221 Lee ST SE, 
City: Milledgeville
State: Georgia
Postal Code: 31061


Comments:
I for one favor the preferred management alternative, which would allow limited access for boaters from December 
through February. This would allow a wider range of access and use of this prime wildlife and trout area while 
protecting the enviornment from a sudden deluge of traffic upseting more of the fragile eco-system.


Sincerely,
Debra Cornelius
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From: anitabath08@hotmail.com


To: comments-southern-francismarion-sumter@fs.fed.us


cc: burch@gon.com


Subject: Save the Upper Chattooga River Comments
Date: 08/18/2008 09:48 PM


The following comments about saving the Upper Chattooga River were submitted via the Georgia Outdoor Network website at 
www.georgiaoutdoornetwork.org 


Name: Anita Bath
E-Mail Address: anitabath08@hotmail.com
Address: Whiteside Cove Rd, 
City: Cashiers
State: North Carolina
Postal Code: 28717


Comments:
My husband and I have lived here along the Chattooga since we were married in 1953.  We have swam in the river often 
and still do.  It is our main source of water since our house has running water only in the kitchen.  I ask that you do 
whatever it takes to stop these big city people from moving up here.  They are rude and make fun of the simple, god 
fearing people that have lived here all their lives.


Sincerely
Anita Bath
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From: cmparis@bellsouth.net


To: comments-southern-francismarion-sumter@fs.fed.us


cc: burch@gon.com


Subject: Save the Upper Chattooga River Comments
Date: 08/17/2008 01:15 PM


The following comments about saving the Upper Chattooga River were submitted via the Georgia Outdoor Network website at 
www.georgiaoutdoornetwork.org 


Name: Charlie Paris
E-Mail Address: cmparis@bellsouth.net
Address: 300 Lake View Ln, 
City: Ellijay
State: Georgia
Postal Code: 30536


Comments:
I would like to express my opposition to opening the upper Chattooga River to boating access.  Thank you.
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From: curtis.b.brentzel@delta.com


To: comments-southern-francismarion-sumter@fs.fed.us


cc: burch@gon.com


Subject: Save the Upper Chattooga River Comments
Date: 08/16/2008 06:40 AM


The following comments about saving the Upper Chattooga River were submitted via the Georgia Outdoor Network website at 
www.georgiaoutdoornetwork.org 


Name: Curtis  Brentzel II
E-Mail Address: curtis.b.brentzel@delta.com
Address: 747 Thomas Powers Rd , 
City: Newnan
State: Georgia
Postal Code: 30263


Comments:
I have hiked and trout fished this area many times. It is a wonderful wilderness, please do not  allow this area to be 
degraded by alowing boat traffic in this serene place.



mailto:curtis.b.brentzel@delta.com

mailto:comments-southern-francismarion-sumter@fs.fed.us

mailto:burch@gon.com






From: anjbowman@bellsouth.net


To: comments-southern-francismarion-sumter@fs.fed.us


cc: burch@gon.com


Subject: Save the Upper Chattooga River Comments
Date: 08/15/2008 03:54 PM


The following comments about saving the Upper Chattooga River were submitted via the Georgia Outdoor Network website at 
www.georgiaoutdoornetwork.org 


Name: AL BOWMAN
E-Mail Address: anjbowman@bellsouth.net
Address: 173 CEDAR RIDGE RD, 
City: LOCUST GROVE
State: Georgia
Postal Code: 30248-2201


Comments:
Please stop the efforts of Kayaking and Boaters on the Upper Chattooga River, I and others like me would like to see 
this area off limits to them, as this will interupt the Fishing in that area.


THANKS



mailto:anjbowman@bellsouth.net

mailto:comments-southern-francismarion-sumter@fs.fed.us

mailto:burch@gon.com






From: tearessa_jones@yahoo.com


To: comments-southern-francismarion-sumter@fs.fed.us


cc: burch@gon.com


Subject: Save the Upper Chattooga River Comments
Date: 08/18/2008 01:15 PM


The following comments about saving the Upper Chattooga River were submitted via the Georgia Outdoor Network website at 
www.georgiaoutdoornetwork.org 


Name: Tearessa  Jones
E-Mail Address: tearessa_jones@yahoo.com
Address: 232 Hideaway Lane, 
City: WAYNESVIILE
State: North Carolina
Postal Code: 28785


Comments:
Dear Sir,


I would like to comment on the recently released Upper Chattooga 
Environmental Assessment and proposed management plan, alternative #4.


It is clear that the Upper Chattooga is under increasing pressure from 
visitors, and concessions must be made to protect all of its 
"outstanding and remarkable" qualities. I feel, with alternative #4, 
the Forest Service has not gone far enough to protect the Upper 
Chattooga and has restricted boating without justification.


The Forest Service not only needs to conduct a proper impact study of 
boating in the Upper Chattooga, it must also conduct similar studies 
on all other user groups. Boating is viewed as the only variable in 
all management plan alternatives. When in fact, there are larger, more 
impactful user groups that are not considered for limits and/or 
restrictions. It's only with quality impact studies that the Forest 
Service may equitably reduce the impact of all user groups and 
therefore, protect and restore its natural wonders.


First and foremost, the Forest Service must:


1)  Eliminate all road side parking within 1/4 mile of all bridges. 
Not just create an additional parking area a distance from the bridge.
2)  Permanently close user created trails. A few well "designed" and 
well used trails could be converted to sanctioned Forest Service trails.
3)  Establish a fair and equitable permitting system for all Upper 
Chattooga users. The data collected will help establish future use and 
limits guidelines.
4)  Close the fish hatchery that is responsible for polluting the East 
Fork of the Chattooga River.
5)  Stock only native fish in the river.
6)  Restrict or rotate river access to anglers, allowing the stream 
beds and banks to recuperate from trampling.
7)  Restrict or rotate campsite use, allowing areas to recuperate from 
over use.
8)  Ban camping within 1/2 mile of all bridges or roads.
9)  Close a couple of bridges and/or roads to create a more remote 
wilderness corridor.
10)  Complete a true user capacity analysis and impact study for all 
user groups.
11)  Allow equitable access to all environmentally friendly user 
groups based on impact studies.
12)  Put the protection and restoration of the environment above all 
uses and user groups. The "Outstanding and Remarkable" quality of the 
Upper Chattooga is not artificially created fishing, it is the 
breathtaking wilderness.


Although it is not a perfect plan, I would support implementation of 
Alternative 8. It fairly and equitably places all environmentally 
friendly user groups on the same footing, while establishing a few 
extra protections to the environment. I would urge the Forest Service 
to make use of the "adaptive management" approach, in Alternative 8, 
to further protect the environment in the ways I have outlined above.


Thank You
**********************************
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From: hoghunter904@yahoo.com


To: comments-southern-francismarion-sumter@fs.fed.us


cc: burch@gon.com


Subject: Save the Upper Chattooga River Comments
Date: 08/16/2008 07:00 AM


The following comments about saving the Upper Chattooga River were submitted via the Georgia Outdoor Network website at 
www.georgiaoutdoornetwork.org 


Name: Andrew Burkett
E-Mail Address: hoghunter904@yahoo.com
Address: 904 Duncan Ave, 
City: Perry
State: Georgia
Postal Code: 31069


Comments:
i dont thinkit should be done alls they wanna dp is tear up the land we were raised on and sworn to protect!!!
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From: chadair@bellsouth.net


To: comments-southern-francismarion-sumter@fs.fed.us


cc: burch@gon.com


Subject: Save the Upper Chattooga River Comments
Date: 08/17/2008 01:28 PM


The following comments about saving the Upper Chattooga River were submitted via the Georgia Outdoor Network website at 
www.georgiaoutdoornetwork.org 


Name: Stacy Chadwick
E-Mail Address: chadair@bellsouth.net
Address: 3325 Jean Marie Lane, 
City: Gainesville 
State: Georgia
Postal Code: 30506


Comments:
I support the alternative#4 concerning the chatooga river
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From: jacksonfishon@hotmail.com


To: comments-southern-francismarion-sumter@fs.fed.us


cc: burch@gon.com


Subject: Save the Upper Chattooga River Comments
Date: 08/15/2008 03:55 PM


The following comments about saving the Upper Chattooga River were submitted via the Georgia Outdoor Network website at 
www.georgiaoutdoornetwork.org 


Name: Darryl Jackson
E-Mail Address: jacksonfishon@hotmail.com
Address: 5370 Hwy 20 Lot 61, 
City: Loganville
State: Georgia
Postal Code: 30052


Comments:
I think the upper part of the chattooga river needs to stay the way it is.  If people want to white water raft then 
they can carry a small raft or conoe to the river.  We have to carry camping equitment.


                         Darryl Jackson
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From: charles@ccc7368.com


To: comments-southern-francismarion-sumter@fs.fed.us


cc: burch@gon.com


Subject: Save the Upper Chattooga River Comments
Date: 08/15/2008 02:14 PM


The following comments about saving the Upper Chattooga River were submitted via the Georgia Outdoor Network website at 
www.georgiaoutdoornetwork.org 


Name: Charles Campbell
E-Mail Address: charles@ccc7368.com
Address: 114 E Hawthorne St, 
City: Dalton
State: Georgia
Postal Code: 30721


Comments:
i would like to voice my opinion about whitewater boating organizations seeking access to the chattooga river.
i am very much opposed to this as it would ruin the wild and secluded feel of the river and degrade stream quality and 
trout angling


thanks


charles campbell
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From: benjiblack@hotmail.com


To: comments-southern-francismarion-sumter@fs.fed.us


cc: burch@gon.com


Subject: Save the Upper Chattooga River Comments
Date: 08/18/2008 01:29 PM


The following comments about saving the Upper Chattooga River were submitted via the Georgia Outdoor Network website at 
www.georgiaoutdoornetwork.org 


Name: Benjamin Black
E-Mail Address: benjiblack@hotmail.com
Address: 3526 Mt. Vernon-Alston Rd, 
City: Mount Vernon
State: Georgia
Postal Code: 30445


Comments:
Please save the upper reaches of the Chattooga River by not allowing whitewater boating access to the river, which 
would ruin the wild and secluded feel of the river while degrading stream quality and trout angling opportunities.


Thanks,


Benji Black
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From: jgriffin@embarqmail.com


To: comments-southern-francismarion-sumter@fs.fed.us


cc: burch@gon.com


Subject: Save the Upper Chattooga River Comments
Date: 08/18/2008 10:17 PM


The following comments about saving the Upper Chattooga River were submitted via the Georgia Outdoor Network website at 
www.georgiaoutdoornetwork.org 


Name: Jerry Griffin
E-Mail Address: jgriffin@embarqmail.com
Address: 10855 E Andrew Johnson Hwy, 
City: Limestone
State: Tennessee
Postal Code: 37681


Comments:
 Dear Sir,


As a twenty year U.S. Forest Service Volunteer, doing trail maintenance in both wilderness and non-wilderness areas. 
I would like to comment on the recently released Upper Chattooga Environmental Assessment and proposed management plan, 
alternative #4. 


 
It is clear that the Upper Chattooga is under increasing pressure  from visitors, and concessions must be made to 
protect all of  its "outstanding and remarkable" qualities. I feel, with alternative #4, the Forest Service has not 
gone far enough to protect the Upper Chattooga and has restricted boating without justification. 


 
The Forest Service not only needs to conduct a proper impact study of boating in the Upper Chattooga, it must also 
conduct similar studies on all other user groups. Boating is viewed as the only variable in all management plan 
alternatives. When in fact, there are larger, more impactful user groups that are not considered for limits and/or 
restrictions. It's only with quality impact studies that the Forest Service may equitably reduce the impact of all user 
groups and therefore, protect and restore its natural wonders.


 
First and foremost, the Forest Service must:
(1) Eliminate all road side parking within 1/4 mile of all  bridges. Not just create an additional parking area a 
distance from the bridge.
(2) Permanently close user created trails. A few well "designed" and well used trails could be converted to sanctioned 
Forest Service trails.
(3) Establish a fair and equitable permitting system for all Upper Chattooga users. The data collected will help 
establish future use and limits guidelines.
(4) Close the fish hatchery that is responsible for polluting the 
 East Fork of the Chattooga River.
(5) Stock only native fish in the river.
(6) Restrict or rotate river access to anglers, allowing the stream beds and banks to recuperate from trampling.
(7) Restrict or rotate campsite use, allowing areas to recuperate from over use. Step up education of "Leave No Trace"
(8) Ban camping within 1/2 mile of all bridges or roads.
(9) Complete a true user capacity analysis and impact study for all user groups.
(10) Put the protection and restoration of the environment above all uses and user groups. The "Outstanding and 
Remarkable" quality of the Upper Chattooga is not artificially created fishing, it is the breathtaking wilderness.


 
Although it is not a perfect plan, I would support implementation of Alternative 8. It fairly and equitably places all 
environmentally friendly user groups on the same footing, while establishing a few extra protections to the 
environment. I would urge the Forest Service to make use of the "adaptive management" approach, in Alternative 8, to 
further protect the environment in the ways I have outlined above.


 
Thank You
Jerry Griffin
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