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Chattooga River Public Comments Nov. 18 – 23, 2005 
 
 
 

 
 

Upper Chattooga River - Recreation Use Form 
  

  
Name (optional)   Mack Martin 
  
1. What is the most important activity on the trip? (be specific - Ex: Backcountry Fishing, 
Backpacking, Camping, etc) 
    Only fly fishing 
  
2. What other activities would you do on the trip? ( Ex: Hiking, Wildlife Viewing, Hunting, Wild 
Flowering, Birding, etc) 
    Fly casting instruction and having a picnic in a quite place 
  
3. Where would you go?  List the segment(s) you would use and describe your travel route (if 
any). 
    All along the river north of Hwy 28 
  
4. When (what time of year) could you take this trip?  (Please specify months, season, or "all 
year").  [This measures entire season.] 
    January through May and sometimes into June 
  
5. When is the best time of year to take this type of trip?  How often do you take (or would you 
take) this trip per year? [This measures the "prime season".] 
    January through April 
  
6.  How many people (include yourself) would be in your group on this trip? 
     1 to 4 
  
7.  How long would your trip be? (Days or hours) 
     2 days 
  
8. Describe the most important attributes of the trip - the conditions or characteristics of the trip 
that make it high quality. 
    Good fishing, beautiful river and no boaters, tubers or otherwise. 
  
9. Describe the specific concerns you have about how other recreation users in the area may 
affect your trips. 
  
  

Upper Chattooga River - Recreation Use Form 
  
Name (optional):  Bob Ruby 
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1. What is the most important activity on the trip? (be specific - Ex: Backcountry Fishing, 
Backpacking, Camping, etc) 
  
        BACKCOUNTRY FISHING 
  
2. What other activities would you do on the trip? ( Ex: Hiking, Wildlife Viewing, Hunting, Wild 
Flowering, Birding, etc) 
  
        HIKIING & CAMPING 
  
3. Where would you go?  List the segment(s) you would use and describe your travel route (if 
any). 
  
        CHATTOOGA RIVER TRAIL (SOUTH FROM BURRELL'S FORD) 
  
4. When (what time of year) could you take this trip?  (Please specify months, season, or "all 
year").  [This measures entire season.] 
  
        SPRING, SUMMER & FALL 
  
5. When is the best time of year to take this type of trip?  How often do you take (or would you 
take) this trip  
per year? [This measures the "prime season".] 
  
        SPRING & FALL 
  
6.  How many people (include yourself) would be in your group on this trip? 
  
        ABOUT 2-4 
  
7.  How long would your trip be? (Days or hours) 
  
        TWO DAYS 
  
8. Describe the most important attributes of the trip - the conditions or characteristics of the trip 
that make it high quality. 
  
       SOLITUDE, GOOD FLY FISHING  
  
9. Describe the specific concerns you have about how other recreation users in the area may 
affect your trips. 
  
        NOISE, CROWDS, DISPUTES OVER RIGHTS-OF-WAY BETWEEN FISHING AND BOATS 

 
 

Upper Chattooga River - Recreation Use Form 
  
Name (optional)_[Curtis Carter] _____________ 
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1. What is the most important activity on the trip? (be specific - Ex: Backcountry Fishing, 
Backpacking, Camping, etc)  Fishing  
  
2. What other activities would you do on the trip? ( Ex: Hiking, Wildlife Viewing, Hunting, Wild 
Flowering, Birding, etc) Hiking  
  
3. Where would you go?  List the segment(s) you would use and describe your travel route (if 
any). From Hwy 28 bridge to Reed Creek  
  
4. When (what time of year) could you take this trip?  (Please specify months, season, or "all 
year").  [This measures entire season.]  All year  
  
5. When is the best time of year to take this type of trip?  How often do you take (or would you 
take) this trip per year? [This measures the "prime season".  Spring, Fall, Winter. 
Frequency: at least 4-5 times per year, more if possible. 
  
6.  How many people (include yourself) would be in your group on this trip? two to three  
  
7.  How long would your trip be? (Days or hours) 8-12 hours  
  
8. Describe the most important attributes of the trip - the conditions or characteristics of the trip 
that make it high qualit   Weather, water conditions, ambient temperature, solitude, 
peace and quiet plus terrific scenery and superior trout fishing in many areas of 
the river. 
  
9. Describe the specific concerns you have about how other recreation users in the area may 
affect your trips.  The solitude, wild beauty and serenity of the area is what is most 
attractive. I most definitely would be opposed to noisy and disrespectful tubers, 
kayakers and canoeists sharing the upper Chattooga. This should be reserved 
for trout fisherman and hikers. We have rules and long-standing traditions that 
the youthful boaters do not share.  Their activity is simply not compatible with 
fly fishing and will ruin the river for both groups. I predict a conflict in the 
making if they are allowed access to the upper Chattooga. I have no objection 
to them using the Chattooga below the Hwy 28 bridge. Besides, tubers, 
kayakers and canoeists cannot control their craft with the precision necessary to 
avoid conflicts, collisions and interference with wading fishermen, especially in 
the narrower portions of the river. Finally, if the upper Chattooga is opened to 
private recreational interests, it won't be long before the commercial interests 
will be granted equal rights. This is almost a certainty due to the legal system we 
have in this country. It would be a disaster for fishing on the upper Chattooga. 

 
 

Upper Chattooga River - Recreation Use Form 
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Name Dale Powell 
  
1. What is the most important activity on the trip?  
  
Backcountry fishing would be my primary activity on trips into the Upper Chattooga River Area. 
  
2. What other activities would you do on the trip?  
  
Sometimes hiking and scouting fishing areas would entail most of my time spent in this area. 
  
3. Where would you go?  List the segment(s) you would use and describe your travel route (if 
any). 
  
I mostly walk in from the Highway 28 bridge and follow the trails north when I travel along the 
river. 
  
4. When (what time of year) could you take this trip?    
  
With our moderate weather climate I am able to do this all year. 
  
5. When is the best time of year to take this type of trip?  How often do you take (or would you 
take) this trip per year? 
  
I would take this trip 10 or more times per year. Spring, Summer and Fall are my favorite times. 
  
6.  How many people (include yourself) would be in your group on this trip? 
  
Usually I fish with one other person, so two would be the number in my group. 
  
7.  How long would your trip be? (Days or hours) 
  
Usual trip would be from 4 to 8 hours. 
  
  
8. Describe the most important attributes of the trip - the conditions or characteristics of the trip 
that make it high quality. 
  
What I enjoy most is the solitude and the undisturbed scenic values. The less people I encounter 
the better. 
  
9. Describe the specific concerns you have about how other recreation users in the area may 
affect your trips. 
  
My most important concern is that if this section is open to boating that it would destroy the wild 
and scenic value that this section of the river 
currently has. The sheer numbers of additional users would make for a less than peaceful fishing 
experience. The value as a wild and scenic 
refuge would be severely reduced with additional usage. 

 
 

Upper Chattooga River - Recreation Use Form 

  
Name (optional)   Ken 
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1. What is the most important activity on the trip? (be specific - Ex: Backcountry Fishing, 
Backpacking, Camping, etc) 
  Trout Fishing, hiking in a uniquely undisturbed setting. 
  
2. What other activities would you do on the trip? ( Ex: Hiking, Wildlife Viewing, Hunting, Wild 
Flowering, Birding, etc) 
  Camping, hiking, wildlife viewing. 
  
3. Where would you go?  List the segment(s) you would use and describe your travel route (if 
any). 
  Delayed harvest section and surrounding areas. Above Hwy 28 and above Burrels Ford. 
  
4. When (what time of year) could you take this trip?  (Please specify months, season, or "all 
year").  [This measures entire season.] 
  All year. 
  
5. When is the best time of year to take this type of trip?  How often do you take (or would you 
take) this trip per year? [This measures the "prime season".] 
  All year. 
  
6.  How many people (include yourself) would be in your group on this trip? 
  2 - 6 
  
7.  How long would your trip be? (Days or hours) 
  1 - 5 days. 
  
8. Describe the most important attributes of the trip - the conditions or characteristics of the trip 
that make it high quality. 
  Undisturbed setting, low interface with other users. Low impact from multiple users. No busses 
or bright colors, no loud noises, no carnival atmosphere, clean water. 
  
9. Describe the specific concerns you have about how other recreation users in the area may 
affect your trips. 
  Permitting recreational boaters in the area that currently prohibits their presence will only reduce the overall quality of the 
experience. Threre are miles of river available to rec. boaters that offer a higher quality boating experience. The boating ban was 
implemented for valid reasons in the first place.  
  Everyone cannot have everthing, all the time. Otherwise there will be nothing left. 

If rec. boaters want to paddle the off limit section of the Chattoga, I may want some of the existing boatable sections of other rivers 
placed off limits, at specific times of my choosing. 

 
 

Upper Chattooga River - Recreation Use Form 
  
Name (optional)____ William Baird _______ 
  
1. What is the most important activity on the trip? (be specific - Ex: Backcountry Fishing, 
Backpacking, Camping, etc) 
Camping 
  
2. What other activities would you do on the trip? ( Ex: Hiking, Wildlife Viewing, Hunting, Wild 
Flowering, Birding, etc) 
Fishing and Hiking 
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3. Where would you go?  List the segment(s) you would use and describe your travel route (if 
any). 
Upper Section (I) 
  
4. When (what time of year) could you take this trip?  (Please specify months, season, or "all 
year").  [This measures entire season.] 
March through December 
  
5. When is the best time of year to take this type of trip?  How often do you take (or would you 
take) this trip per year? [This measures the "prime season".] 
Spring (and Fall) 
  
6.  How many people (include yourself) would be in your group on this trip? 
2 to 4 
  
7.  How long would your trip be? (Days or hours) 
1 to 3 days 
  
8. Describe the most important attributes of the trip - the conditions or characteristics of the trip 
that make it high quality. 
scenery, catch-and-release fishing, solitude 
  
9. Describe the specific concerns you have about how other recreation users in the area may 
affect your trips. 

floaters (kayaks, tubes, canoes) by our "backcountry" campsite, or while we are fishing; 
over use 

 

Upper Chattooga River - Recreation Use Form 

  

Name (optional)_Michael Bridges 

  

1. What is the most important activity on the trip? (be specific - Ex: Backcountry Fishing, 
Backpacking, Camping, etc) 

Fishing,  

2. What other activities would you do on the trip? ( Ex: Hiking, Wildlife Viewing, Hunting, Wild 
Flowering, Birding, etc) 

 Hiking, wildlife viewing 

3. Where would you go?  List the segment(s) you would use and describe your travel route (if 
any). 
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 Above the HW 28 Bridge, up the Georgia trail for 1-3 miles 

4. When (what time of year) could you take this trip?  (Please specify months, season, or "all 
year").  [This measures entire season.] 

 I usually go in the spring and fall 

5. When is the best time of year to take this type of trip?  How often do you take (or would you 
take) this trip per year? [This measures the "prime season".] 

 I think the best time is the spring and fall 

6.  How many people (include yourself) would be in your group on this trip? 

 Anywhere from 2-12 people 

7.  How long would your trip be? (Days or hours) 

 Usually about 12 hours 

8. Describe the most important attributes of the trip - the conditions or characteristics of the trip 
that make it high quality. 

 Absence of  crowded conditions, wilderness setting, avoidance of conflict 

9. Describe the specific concerns you have about how other recreation users in the area may 
affect your trips. 
 I am concerned that the wilderness setting may be compromised by allowing other recreation 
users in the area.  I particularly feel that by allowing boating through this area, there may be 
conflicts and the destruction of tranquility that I desire in this area.   

 
 

Upper Chattooga River - Recreation Use Form 
  
Name: David Bender, 523 Greenbriar Drive, North Augusta, SC 29860 
E-Mail Address: dbender2@comcast.net 
  
1. What is the most important activity on the trip? (be specific - Ex: Backcountry Fishing, 
Backpacking, Camping, etc) Fishing 
  
2. What other activities would you do on the trip? ( Ex: Hiking, Wildlife Viewing, Hunting, Wild 
Flowering, Birding, etc) Hiking 
  
3. Where would you go?  List the segment(s) you would use and describe your travel route (if 
any). Upper Segment via foot path 
  
4. When (what time of year) could you take this trip?  (Please specify months, season, or "all 
year").  [This measures entire season.] Mostly Spring, Summer and Fall 
  
5. When is the best time of year to take this type of trip?  How often do you take (or would you 
take) this trip per year? [This measures the "prime season".] Fall 
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6.  How many people (include yourself) would be in your group on this trip? Normally 2 
  
7.  How long would your trip be? (Days or hours) 1-2 Days 
  
8. Describe the most important attributes of the trip - the conditions or characteristics of the trip 
that make it high quality. Lack of people prssure 
  
9. Describe the specific concerns you have about how other recreation users in the area may 
affect your trips. Litter and boat traffic 

 
 

Upper Chattooga River - Recreation Use Form 
  
Name ;     Canie Smith 
  
1. What is the most important activity on the trip? (be specific - Ex: Backcountry Fishing, 
Backpacking, Camping, etc)  Fishing 
  
2. What other activities would you do on the trip? ( Ex: Hiking, Wildlife Viewing, Hunting, Wild 
Flowering, Birding, etc)  Hiking 
  
3. Where would you go?  List the segment(s) you would use and describe your travel route (if 
any). Swimming Hole, Dead Pool, Log Jam, The Flats, Corkscrew Falls 
  
4. When (what time of year) could you take this trip?  (Please specify months, season, or "all 
year").  [This measures entire season.] All Year 
  
5. When is the best time of year to take this type of trip?  How often do you take (or would you 
take) this trip per year? [This measures the "prime season".] Mostly April to October 
  
6.  How many people (include yourself) would be in your group on this trip? 2 or 3 
  
7.  How long would your trip be? (Days or hours) All Day 
  
8. Describe the most important attributes of the trip - the conditions or characteristics of the trip 
that make it high quality. The pleasure of fishing with family or friends in solitude 
  
9. Describe the specific concerns you have about how other recreation users in the area may 
affect your trips. I fear the threat of being harassed or possibly run down by boaters  
       
 
 
November 19, 2005 
 
Mr. John Cleeves 
C/O USDA Forest Service 
4931 Broad River Rd 
Columbia SC 29212 
 
Dear Mr. Cleeves: 
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 I have been privileged to be able to fly fish the upper Chattooga River for over 30 
years. I have fished from below the “slide” rock to well below Corkscrew Falls and have 
enjoyed the quiet serenity of lightly fished water and little sign of other fishers. I have 
never seen a boat of any type on this stretch of river. 
 My time on the river is spent between April and November and is shared with 4 or 
5 friends. We usually fish weekends, but do get in an occasional mid-week day. 
 I have heard of the effort of kayakers to be allowed to run this part of the 
“00”section of the Chattooga and am appalled at the idea. It could only be done while a 
hurricane or other bad storm raised the river enough to make a run possible. Then going 
over Corkscrew Falls would be a real spectacle! It would be extremely unsafe to be 
fishing at this time, and, I feel, probably unsafe except for the most gifted kayaker to 
make this run then. 
 Any effort to run this river at low (normal) water would result in much walking 
through or portaging around shallow areas or falls. This would very negatively influence 
any angler’s experience on the Chattooga. 
 I do hope this headwaters area of the Chattooga can be preserved in its current 
clean, uncrowded, state. 
 Thank you for your efforts to this end. 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Frank S Smith  
 
 
 
 
Dear John, Please add my comments and concerns to your Chattooga use  
planning considerations. My name is Roy E.{"Rocketroy"} Lowe, of  
Clarkesville, Ga. and am a dedicated environmentalist, having served on  
the board of the Soque River Watershed Assn., am a member of Foothills  
TU, and a willing volunteer involved with DNR, Forest Service, and local  
community projects, including Greenway projects, as well as working on  
effective building zoning issues, that affect our moving cold water  
streams! My cold water activities go back to the 1950,s on the limited  
cold water resources then available! Since I am in my 74 th.year on this  
crowded sphere, and understand that the demographics of seniors, soon to  
be of the age to be users of our public spaces,is of record numbers, I  
urge you to continue to manage the upper Chattooga,in a manner to afford  
a quiet,safe and accessible experience to mine and future generations!  
The concern of others to open this area to boating,ignores the  
uniqueness of this area, that supports trout this far south, on such a  
limited basis,whereby boating users have available many more miles of  
exciting moving water, that is classified as warm/transitional water,  
and is available and easily accessible to paddlers! I traditionally fish  
alone on the Chattooga, as well as other streams, for the quiet solutude  
offered, and hope you can continue to offer this spirit building  
experience without interruption! Just as in school and sports, public  
outdoor space designated for athletics do not mix Soccer, javalin  
throwing events, football, and field day, on the same field at the same  
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time,because of use incompatibility and difficulty in maintaining  
order......not to mention the management difficulty involved! I urge you  
to restrict the use of these precious few miles of scenic and QUIET  
sections of the river to the activities, many now enjoy,and direct other  
users to continue to enjoy the multitude of other opportunitys under  
your control, as a management plan that is fair! Nix the mix, please!  
Regards, Rocketroy Lowe  P.S. From a user fee standpoint, we as trout  
fishermen and women pay to support this fishery thru licenses and gear  
related taxes, not supported by many of the other potential users in  
this debate! It has been said: "Trout do not live in ugly  
places"...........Let,s not allow this to change on the Chattooga 

 
 

Upper Chattooga River - Recreation Use Form 
  
Name (optional)_______________ 
  
1. What is the most important activity on the trip? (be specific - Ex: Backcountry Fishing, 
Backpacking, Camping, etc) 
  
   Fishing and Hunting 
  
2. What other activities would you do on the trip? ( Ex: Hiking, Wildlife Viewing, Hunting, Wild 
Flowering, Birding, etc) 
  
  Wildlife viewing and birding 
  
3. Where would you go?  List the segment(s) you would use and describe your travel route (if 
any). 
    
  Hwy 28 to Burrell’s Ford. 
4. When (what time of year) could you take this trip?  (Please specify months, season, or "all 
year").  [This measures entire season.] 
  
  March thru October 
  
5. When is the best time of year to take this type of trip?  How often do you take (or would you 
take) this trip per year? [This measures the "prime season".] 
   
  Summer 
  
6.  How many people (include yourself) would be in your group on this trip? 
  
  One 
7.  How long would your trip be? (Days or hours) 
  
  Day trips 
8. Describe the most important attributes of the trip - the conditions or characteristics of the trip 
that make it high quality. 
  
  Solitude  
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9. Describe the specific concerns you have about how other recreation users in the area may 
affect your trips. 
  
  Too many people on the river would detract from the experience. 

 
 

Upper Chattooga River - Recreation Use Form 
  
Name: Dr. Erwin H. Ford II, Americus, Georgia 
  
1. What is the most important activity on the trip? hiking, fly fishing, re-"creation" of my spirit. 
  
2. What other activities would you do on the trip? hiking, wildlife viewing, fly fishing, purging 
all the civilized nonsense my psyche. 
  
3. Where would you go?  List the segment(s) you would use and describe your travel route (if 
any).up the Chattooga from the Russell Bridge or Burrells Ford to the marker past Fish 
hatchery Creek and back. 
  
4. When (what time of year) could you take this trip? September through December when 
possible, March through August. 
  
5. When is the best time of year to take this type of trip?  How often do you take (or would you 
take) this trip per year? September through November 
 My family and I take several extended trips per year. 
6.  How many people (include yourself) would be in your group on this trip?2-3 
  
7.  How long would your trip be? (Days or hours) several days consecutively, 3-5 days 
minimum. 
  
8. Describe the most important attributes of the trip - the conditions or characteristics of the trip 
that make it high quality. 
The most important attributes are the lack of human company, the wild and scenic nature 
of the trails and river, and the lack of boating and mechanized camping. The only folks we 
see are other fly fishermen (usually quiet and unobtrusive ones) and hikers. It's wonderful. 
  
9. Describe the specific concerns you have about how other recreation users in the area may 
affect your trips. 
  
I've been to most forested and wild areas from Maine to south Georgia. The Chattooga 
River is one of the few remaining wild unspoiled areas in the East. The Chattooga is the 
best by far. Boating and kayaking would destroy the solitary, unspoiled nature of the area. 
Once boating and kayaking were permitted the area would lose its original, primal nature 
forever; the sense of America as it was before we settled it would never return. That would 
be tragic. 
  
I am strongly against allowing canoeing and kayaking in any portion of the Chattooga 
above the Russell Bridge. 
  
Best Wishes, 
  
Dr. Erwin H. Ford II 
Americus, Georgia 
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Upper Chattooga River - Recreation Use Form  
Name (optional)_Robert J. Gould , Lexington, SC 
1. What is the most important activity on the trip? Trout fishing 
 
2. What other activities would you do on the trip? Hiking, photography, 
birdwatching. 
 
3. Where would you go? Burrells Ford bridge to Ellicotts Rock. Also Simms 
Bridge picnic area to hatchery. 
 
4. When (what time of year) could you take this trip? All year, but primarily in 
spring and fall. 
 
5. When is the best time of year to take this type of trip? Spring (April and May), 
and after leaf fall in Oct./Nov. 
 
6. How many people (include yourself) would be in your group on this trip?  
Two(2) 
 
7. How long would your trip be? (Days or hours) Full day. 
  
8. Describe the most important attributes of the trip - the conditions or 
characteristics of the trip that make it high quality. Of prmary concern would be 
water levels and quality, solitude of the location, and lack of too much public pressure. 
 
9. Describe the specific concerns you have about how other recreation users in 
the area may affect your trips.   With fishing and hiking as my primary interests, it 
would be very detrimental to disrupt the solitude or this area by allowing boating 
in areas that now have such restrictions. The same would apply to allowing the 
use of dirt bikes(motorcycles), horses, and mountain bikes in these areas where 
restrictions have been in place for many years.  
 

 
 

Upper Chattooga River – Recreation Use Form 

  

Name: Tom Landreth, Rabun Gap, GA 

  

What is the most important activity on the trip?  Fishing in one of the backcountry 
areas that I enjoy…Big Bend area; or The Rock Gorge. 
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What other activities would you do on the trip?  As an artist, I would be either 
photographing or sketching scenes for future development into a painting. 

  

  

Where would you go?  As stated above, the Rock Gorge or Big Bend. Depending 
on which of these I had decided on, I would drop off Round Top Mountain; or, 
use the trail at the parking area near Thrift Lake. 

  

When could you take this trip?  All year. 

  

When is the best time of the year to take this type of trip?  Spring or Fall.  Four or 
five times, minimum. 

  

     How many people would be in your group on this trip?  Two 

  

How long would your trip be?   All day 

  

Describe the most important attributes of the trip. Utmost is the solitude. These 
areas are more “wilderness like” than Ellicott Rock. The only sounds are those 
of the forest and its inhabitants; and, of course, The River. It is in this 
environment one understands the oft uttered “it ain’t the fish..it’s the fishing!”  

  
Describe the specific concerns you have about how other recreation users in the area may 
affect your trip.  The idea of hiking into a remote area within the Chattooga corridor, 
regardless of why I was there, only to find a flotilla of boaters moving through, with 
the probability of more on the way, would definitely affect my trip. 

 
 

Upper Chattooga River - Recreation Use Form 
  
Name (optional) Grant Olson_______________ 
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1. What is the most important activity on the trip? (be specific - Ex: Backcountry Fishing, 
Backpacking, Camping, etc) Fly Fishing, Camping 
  
2. What other activities would you do on the trip? ( Ex: Hiking, Wildlife Viewing, Hunting, Wild 
Flowering, Birding, etc) Hiking, Wildlife Viewing 
  
3. Where would you go?  List the segment(s) you would use and describe your travel route (if 
any). Burrell’s Ford both up and down stream also up stream from the Hiway 28 bridge 
  
4. When (what time of year) could you take this trip?  (Please specify months, season, or "all 
year").  [This measures entire season.] All seasons 
  
5. When is the best time of year to take this type of trip?  How often do you take (or would you 
take) this trip per year? [This measures the "prime season".] Fall, spring and winter 
  
6.  How many people (include yourself) would be in your group on this trip? One or two 
  
7.  How long would your trip be? (Days or hours) all day or if camping overnight 
  
8. Describe the most important attributes of the trip - the conditions or characteristics of the trip 
that make it high quality. The area is a pristine wild environment with excellent trout fishing with 
no interference from people canoeing, rafting or kayaking such as can happen on the West Fork 
of the Chattooga River. 
  
9. Describe the specific concerns you have about how other recreation users in the area may 
affect your trips. Parts of the river in the upper areas cannot accommodate canoers, kayakers 
and rafters from coming right into your area of fishing without them getting out of the water which 
probably would not happen. 
 

 
 

Upper Chattooga River - Recreation Use Form 
  
Name (optional)_Tom McInnis______________ 
  
1. What is the most important activity on the trip? (be specific - Ex: Backcountry Fishing, 
Backpacking, Camping, etc) 
            Fishing 
2. What other activities would you do on the trip? ( Ex: Hiking, Wildlife Viewing, Hunting, Wild 
Flowering, Birding, etc) 
            Hiking 
3. Where would you go?  List the segment(s) you would use and describe your travel route (if 
any). 
            Anywhere from 28 bridge to Ellicott Rock 
4. When (what time of year) could you take this trip?  (Please specify months, season, or "all 
year").  [This measures entire season.]            All year 
  
5. When is the best time of year to take this type of trip?  How often do you take (or would you 
take) this trip per year? [This measures the "prime season".]  Spring and fall, 20+ times a year 
  
6.  How many people (include yourself) would be in your group on this trip? 
            Up to 10 
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7.  How long would your trip be? (Days or hours) 
            6-8 hours 
8. Describe the most important attributes of the trip - the conditions or characteristics of the trip 
that make it high quality. 
            Beauty of area, solitude, feeling of “wilderness” 
9. Describe the specific concerns you have about how other recreation users in the area may 
affect your trips. 
            More users would lessen the solitude and feeling of “wilderness”, particularly if using a 
conveyance rather than traveling on foot. 
 
 
My survey info below: 
 
Name:  Ben Gaddis 
1.  Trout fishing 
2.  Camping 
3.  a)  Licklog area; b)  Big Bend Falls area; c)  Park at Hwy28 bridge 
and walk up; d)  Burrell's Ford area 
4.  All year 
5.  Prime time for me is April.  Second 'prime' is October. 
6.  Usual # is 2.  Sometimes up to 8. 
7.  Usually 3-5 hours except overnight camping trips - usually 3 hrs / 
day 
8.  Good fishing makes for more joy.  Active biting bugs are a 
deterrent. 
9.  Boaters floating through while fishing would be a downer.  Horse 
manure on the trail is gross. 

 
 

Upper Chattooga River - Recreation Use Form 
  
Name (optional)__Harlin Smith_____________ 
  
1. What is the most important activity on the trip? (be specific - Ex: Backcountry Fishing, 
Backpacking, Camping, etc) 
Fishing 
2. What other activities would you do on the trip? ( Ex: Hiking, Wildlife Viewing, Hunting, Wild 
Flowering, Birding, etc) 
N/A 
3. Where would you go?  List the segment(s) you would use and describe your travel route (if 
any). 
Fall& Winter - HWY 28 bridge upstream to Reed Creek Spring & Early Summer - Reed Creek to 
Ellicott Rock 
Both of these involve a drive from Canton, GA. Typically, I will either camp or stay with friends in 
the loocal area. 
4. When (what time of year) could you take this trip?  (Please specify months, season, or "all 
year").  [This measures entire season.] 
Mid-October through early June. 
5. When is the best time of year to take this type of trip?  How often do you take (or would you 
take) this trip per year? [This measures the "prime season".] 
November - December and March-Mid June 
6.  How many people (include yourself) would be in your group on this trip? 
1-8 
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7.  How long would your trip be? (Days or hours) 
Typically 1-3 days 
8. Describe the most important attributes of the trip - the conditions or characteristics of the trip 
that make it high quality. 
Lack of outside contact. The solitude is a tremendous draw. Even if other people go with me, we 
seldom encounter each other on the stream. Camp at night is the social time. We actually plan 
who will fish where to minimize contact, even within our group. 
9. Describe the specific concerns you have about how other recreation users in the area may 
affect your trips. 
In this small, secluded stream, boats will detract from the experience, scaring fish, damaging 
habitat, and causing conflict between users. Limiting the type of access is not new for the USFS, 
and should be continued for this stretch of river. Examples include the upper and lower Nantahala 
river in NC and many no-float zones on rivers in the Rockies. 
 
 
Mr. Cleeves, 
  
Regarding  the UPPER CHATOOGA RIVER-RECREATION USE FORM 
  
1. Most important activity:  Flyfishing / backpacking overnight 
2. Other activities: Hunting 
3.Where would I go: Anywear and all along the SC side trail from Hwy 28 up to Ellicot Rock at the 
tristate boulder in the middle of the River. Including its feeder streams. 
4.What time of year: Predominantly Sept - Nov and March-June. 
5.Best time to take the trip: See above.   Twice/year. 
6.How many people: Typically two, occasionally by myself. 
7.How long: Thur-Sun 
8.Most important aspects of the trip: Solitude, wildlife veiwing, ie flyfishing up to the next pool and 
being able to stand still to watch a doe that has'nt detected your presence,and of course the 
RAINBOWS AND BROWN TROUT. 
9.Specific concerns about how other users would affect  the solitude: This should be self evident!  
The Upper Chattooga River  is one of the only places not just in SC but in the southeast, where 
you can get away to the closest we have in the east, OF WILDNESS/WILDERNESS.  Eg. Just 
last weekend  I was in a deer stand  in a remote area of the ace basin, although adjacent to 
another trac of private land,  three people come by talking up a storm and wearing white. In the 
middle of DEER season. They didnt  have an awareness or need  to be wearing  hunter orange, 
incredible!  
Please do not LET this happen to the UPPER CHATTOOGA RIVER. 
KEITH G. FARLEY O.D. 
1477 VILLAGE SQ MT PLEASANT,SC 29464 KEITHEYE@BELLSOUTH.NET 
 
 
Name : W. Stell Huie PO Box 2469 Highlands, NC 28741, 828 
526 9142 
 
1. What is the most important activity on the trip? (be specific ~ Ex: Backcountry Fishing)  
 Backcountry Fly-fishing.  
 
2. What other activities would you do on the trip? ( Ex: Hiking, Wildlife Viewing, Hunting, Wild 
Flowering, etc)  
 Hiking to get to the best fishing areas. Viewing flowers, birds and other wildlife. 
Enjoying the peace and solitude. 
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3. Where would you go? List the segment(s) you would use and describe your 
travel route (if any).  
I fish above and below Burrells Ford and the delayed harvest area above 
Russell bridge. I am now 75 years old and can not get to many areas I used 
to fish, so the Upper Chattooga with its easy trails and relatively level 
terrain is wonderful for me.  
 
4. When (what time of year) could you take this trip? (Please specify months, season, or "all 
year"). [This measures entire season.]  
 I fish all year on good days, but do not fish in the winter 
 
5. When is the best time of year to take this type of trip? How often do you take (or 
would you take) this trip per year? {This measures the "prime season".]  
 April-May and October-November are my favorite times.    I would 
make the trip about 10 times a year. 
 
6. How many people (include yourself) would be in your group on this trip?  
 Most of the time just two, but I like to go by myself. Once a year I have a group up to 
fish and there would be as many as 6 
 
7. How long would your trip be? (Days or hours)  
 One day, or perhaps just half a day 
 
8. Describe the most important attributes of the trip ~ the conditions or characteristics of the trip that 
make it high  
quality .  
 I have been most fortunate in my life to have fished in many places around the 
world. There is no more beautiful river anywhere than the Chattooga. It is a virtual 
paradise in the Spring and Fall. The river is challenging, but rewarding for one willing to 
work at fishing. Unlike so many big rivers, there is no highway along its shoreline, so it is 
peaceful and quiet. Let’s keep it that way. It is a real treasure. 
 
9. Describe the specific concerns you have about how other recreation users in the area may 
affect your trips.  
 The popularity of this area continues to grow along with the population. It is 
important to save and protect places that afford the solitary pleasures, that fishing, hiking, 
birdwatching and the like afford. I have seen the effect of rafting, etc. on the lower section of 
the Chattooga, the Tuckasaseege and other rivers. The whole character of the river is 
changed-the people population increases and the once pristine and quiet waters are noisy 
and littered with all kinds of trash. 
 
 

 
Upper Chattooga River - Recreation Use Form 

  
Name (optional)  Karl Koon 
  
1. What is the most important activity on the trip? (be specific - Ex: Backcountry Fishing, 
Backpacking, Camping, etc) 
  
    Enjoying the solitude and beauty of the area below Grimshawes Bridge (Section 00)  
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2. What other activities would you do on the trip? ( Ex: Hiking, Wildlife Viewing, Hunting, Wild 
Flowering, Birding, etc) 
  
    Fishing, hiking, swimming, exploring the aquatic wildlife with our children 
  
3. Where would you go?  List the segment(s) you would use and describe your travel route (if 
any).  
  
    Large rock above the "Dead Pool", fishing around the "Log Jam", Waterfall viewing at 
"Corkscrew Falls" 
  
4. When (what time of year) could you take this trip?  (Please specify months, season, or "all 
year").  [This measures entire season.] 
  
    Early Spring through the summer and ending in late Fall.  In fact, I just spent the past 
weekend ( November 19 - 20) fishing and hiking this Section. 
  
5. When is the best time of year to take this type of trip?  How often do you take (or would you 
take) this trip per year? [This measures the "prime season".] 
  
    The children prefer June through August as they swim and play in the river and slide on 
the numerous "sliding rocks" of this Section.  I prefer the Fall as leaves are changing. 
  
6.  How many people (include yourself) would be in your group on this trip? 
  
     5 - 9 
  
7.  How long would your trip be? (Days or hours) 
  
    We normally go up for a long weekend, staying in a nearby cabin and spend all our 
daylight hours on the river. 
  
8. Describe the most important attributes of the trip - the conditions or characteristics of the trip 
that make it high quality. 
  
    The unspoiled wilderness experience where we can immerse ourselves in the beauty 
and solitude of the river while leaving the noise and hub bub of daily life behind us. 
  
9. Describe the specific concerns you have about how other recreation users in the area may 
affect your trips. 
  
    We have seen the effects of unlimited recreation use on the river at the "sliding rock" 
just above Grimshawes Bridge where the banks are denuded and stripped of vegetation, 
where there is toilet paper behind every tree, and trash is left for some else to clean up.  
To many, the river is nothing more than a "plaything" to be used or abused without 
considering the consequences on the environment or the river itself.  My greatest fear on 
opening up Section 00 for kayakingis that not only will the safety of my children playing on 
this stretch be compromised but that the very things that make this section so unique 
(peace and quiet, diversity of flora and fauna, true unspoiled wilderness) will be destroyed.   
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Karl N. Koon 
Asheville Oil Company 
phone (828) 274-7978 
fax (828) 274-6673 
 
 

 
Upper Chattooga River - Recreation Use Form 

Name (optional): Bob Jones 

1. What is the most important activity on the trip? (be specific - Ex: Backcountry Fishing, 
Backpacking, Camping, etc) 

Backcountry Fishing. 

2. What other activities would you do on the trip? ( Ex: Hiking, Wildlife Viewing, Hunting, Wild 
Flowering, Birding, etc) 

Hiking (to and from favorite fishing spots). 

3. Where would you go?  List the segment(s) you would use and describe your travel route (if 
any).  

Fishing in Section “00” (Grimshawes Bridge to Corkscrew Falls), typically at the following 
places: the House Pool, Footbridge, Logjam, Fowler’s Creek, Ledge d/s of Fowler’s Creek, 
Pools at Waterfall d/s of Fowler’s Creek, Pool d/s of Trail Crossing, and Pool above 
Corkscrew Falls. 

4. When (what time of year) could you take this trip?  (Please specify months, season, or "all 
year").  [This measures entire season.] 

Late April to early November. 

5. When is the best time of year to take this type of trip?  How often do you take (or would you 
take) this trip per year? [This measures the "prime season".] 

June - August. I’ve been fortunate enough to take 2-3 trips per year for about the last 15 
years. 

6.  How many people (include yourself) would be in your group on this trip? 

Typically 4-9 people. 

7.  How long would your trip be? (Days or hours) 

Friday-Sunday (3 days). 

8. Describe the most important attributes of the trip - the conditions or characteristics of the trip 
that make it high quality. 

Beauty of the area, quality of the fishing, solitude. 
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9. Describe the specific concerns you have about how other recreation users in the area may 
affect your trips. 
Section 00 is a trout stream. It’s a series of shallow (sometimes ankle-deep) stretches 
punctuated by fallen trees, logjams, narrow waterfalls, rock ledges and boulder piles. It is 
totally unsuitable for boating of any kind (the notion of kayaking there is preposterous). 
Anyone attempting to kayak or otherwise boat Section 00 would inevitably have to walk a 
substantial part of the way, both in the stream and on the bank. The resulting foot travel 
would spoil the fishing and worsen stream-bank erosion. I believe that Section 00 is the 
only section of the Chattooga that has not been significantly damaged by over-use. 
Opening up Section 00 to more users would subject it to the same damage and would 
profoundly diminish the quality of any future trips there. I would rather Section 00 be 
closed to all visitation and that I never have the privilege of seeing it again, than to see it 
ruined like so many other places. 
 
 
 

Upper Chattooga River - Recreation Use Form 

Name (optional) Ann Jones  

1. What is the most important activity on the trip? (be specific - Ex: Backcountry 
Fishing, Backpacking, Camping, etc)  

I like fishing the section below Grimshawes Bridge (Section 00)  

2. What other activities would you do on the trip? ( Ex: Hiking, Wildlife Viewing, 
Hunting, Wild Flowering, Birding, etc)  

I like fishing, picnicking and hiking with our children and the children of our 
friends.  

3. Where would you go? List the segment(s) you would use and describe your 
travel route (if any).  

Fishing at the large rock above the "Dead Pool",  around the "Log Jam", Fowler's 
Creek,  and above Corkscrew Falls.   Hiking on the path that goes along the 
waterway.  Picnic lunch somewhere on the water. 

4. When (what time of year) could you take this trip? (Please specify months, 
season, or "all year"). [This measures entire season.]  

Early Spring through the summer and ending in late Fall.   

5. When is the best time of year to take this type of trip? How often do you take 
(or would you take) this trip per year? [This measures the "prime season".]  

The children prefer June through August as they swim and play in the river and 
slide on the numerous "sliding rocks" of this Section.   I would go anytime!! 

6. How many people (include yourself) would be in your group on this trip?  
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7 - 10  

7. How long would your trip be? (Days or hours)  

We normally go up for a long weekend, staying in a nearby cabin and spend all our 
daylight hours on the river.   I've been fortunate to go up to three times a year. 

8. Describe the most important attributes of the trip - the conditions or 
characteristics of the trip that make it high quality.  

The quiet... the only sounds are the water flowing over rocks, birds and happy 
children.  

9. Describe the specific concerns you have about how other recreation users in 
the area may affect your trips.  

I fear that that my children will not be safe if you open Section 00 for kayaking.  

I fear that kayakers will frighten the trout.  

I fear that kayakers will destroy the banks.  

I fear that kayakers are noisy and trashy and have little respect for others.  

I have seen the effects of unlimited recreation use on the river at the "sliding rock" 
just above Grimshawes Bridge.  There is no vegetation on the banks and there is 
always trash and clothing left behind for us to clean up.  
Please don't let Section 00 be ruined!!! 

 
 

Upper Chattooga River - Recreation Use Form 
  
Name (optional)___Ed Few____________ 
  
1. What is the most important activity on the trip? (be specific - Ex: Backcountry Fishing,  
Backpacking, Camping, etc) 
 
My main activity on the river is Hiking and fly fishing 
  
2. What other activities would you do on the trip? ( Ex: Hiking, Wildlife Viewing, Hunting, Wild 
Flowering, Birding, etc) 
 
Hiking, litter pickup, camping 
  
3. Where would you go?  List the segment(s) you would use and describe your travel route (if 
any). 
 
All of my trips to the Chattooga are above the highway 28 bridge, all segments 
  
4. When (what time of year) could you take this trip?  (Please specify months, season, or "all 
year").  [This measures entire season.] 
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I visit the river every month of the year 
  
5. When is the best time of year to take this type of trip?  How often do you take (or would you 
take) this trip per year? [This measures the "prime season".] 
 
I fish mostly in the spring and fall, I hike all year 
  
6.  How many people (include yourself) would be in your group on this trip? 
 
Usually 2 or more.  Sometimes 12 or more. 
  
7.  How long would your trip be? (Days or hours) 
 
Most of my hiking/fishing trips are day trips.  6 to 8 hours   2 days if camping. 
  
8. Describe the most important attributes of the trip - the conditions or characteristics of the trip 
that make it high quality. 
 
The solitude, lack of traffic, lack of noise, the fact that you have to walk in, lack of litter 
  
9. Describe the specific concerns you have about how other recreation users in the area may 
affect your trips. 
 
Additional recreation activities in the area will take away the uniqueness of the Chattooga 
river corridor.  This area does not need more traffic, noise, more camping, more litter, 
more safety concerns, more possibilities of loss of life, or more regulations to enforce.  
Nothing should be done to attract or encourage other groups to request future changes to 
the current use of the corridor.  This area should stay as it is for future generations to 
enjoy a unique experience that can not be found in other areas downstream. 
 
 

 
 

Upper Chattooga River - Recreation Use Form 

Name (optional): Wyatt Stevens 

1. What is the most important activity on the trip? (be specific - Ex: Backcountry Fishing, 
Backpacking, Camping, etc) 

Backcountry Fishing. 

2. What other activities would you do on the trip? ( Ex: Hiking, Wildlife Viewing, Hunting, Wild 
Flowering, Birding, etc) 

Hiking, wildlife viewing. 

3. Where would you go?  List the segment(s) you would use and describe your travel route (if 
any).  

                                                                                                        The upper 2 miles. 
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4. When (what time of year) could you take this trip?  (Please specify months, season, or "all 
year").  [This measures entire season.] 

All year. 

5. When is the best time of year to take this type of trip?  How often do you take (or would you 
take) this trip per year? [This measures the "prime season".] 

April-November, approximately once a month. 

6.  How many people (include yourself) would be in your group on this trip? 

Usually 4-6 people, sometimes as many at 12. 

7.  How long would your trip be? (Days or hours) 

Usually 2-3 days. 

8. Describe the most important attributes of the trip - the conditions or characteristics of the trip 
that make it high quality. 

Beauty of the area, quality of the fishing, solitude. 

9. Describe the specific concerns you have about how other recreation users in the area may 
affect your trips. 

The upper section of the Chattooga is a small, tight trout stream.  It’s a series of shallow, 
narrow stretches, with numerous fallen trees, logjams, narrow waterfalls, rock ledges and 
boulder piles. It is totally unsuitable for boating of any kind. Anyone attempting to kayak 
or otherwise boat this section would inevitably have to walk a substantial part of the way, 
both in the stream and on the bank. The resulting foot travel would spoil the fishing and 
worsen stream-bank erosion.  This upper section is the only section of the Chattooga that 
has not been significantly damaged by over-use. Opening it to more users would subject it 
to the same damage and would profoundly diminish the quality of any future trips there.  
 
 
 
Upper Chattooga River- Recreation Use Form 
  
Name (optional) _Steve Myers_ 
  
1. What is the most important activity on the trip? (be specific -Ex:  
Backcountry Fishing, Backpacking, Camping, etc) 
  
Back Packing and Hike-in back country fly fishing.  Great river and 
area to introduce my boys to backpacking and fly fishing!  Hike up to 
Ellicott Rock. 
  
2. What other activities would you do on the trip? ( Ex: Hiking, 
Wildlife Viewing, Hunting, Wild Flowering, Birding, etc) 
  
Backpacking and fly fishing.  Teach the boys how to back pack, fly fish 
and woodscraft. 
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3. Where would you go? List the segment(s) you would use and describe 
your travel route (if any). 
  
Start at Burrell’s Ford and go upstream to the first feeder creek on 
the right bank (leads back to the hatchery).  Camp in that area.  Hike 
up and back to Ellicott Rock. 
  
4. When (what time of year) could you take this trip? (Please specify 
months, season, or "all year"). [This measures the entire season.] 
  
All year, but favorite times are in late fall and in the Spring.  
Coincides with school holidays. 
  
5. When is the best time of year to take this type of trip? How often 
do you take (or would you take) this trip per year? [This measures the 
"prime season".] 
  
Both spring and fall, once a year at least. 
  
6. How many people (include yourself) would be in your group on this 
trip? 
  
2-4, depending on how many boys go with me each time. 
  
7. How long would your trip be? (Days or hours) 
  
2-3 days in duration. 
  
8. Describe the most important attributes of the trip - the conditions 
or characteristics of the trip that make it high quality. 
  
The river has quality fish and is shallow enough and wade-friendly 
enough that the boys can safely wade it.  Wide enough they can learn to 
fly fish w/o hanging every tree over the river.  Beautiful place to 
back pack (trail is relatively easy) and very scenic.  There is a 
perfect flat area to camp at near the feeder stream mentioned above.  
Young kids can make the pack in.  There is a lot to keep them busy in 
the woods. 
  
9. Describe the specific concerns you have about how other recreation 
users in the area may affect your trips. 
  
The area above is nice for fishermen and hikers.  I have not seen too 
many people in this upper section when I have been there, but it has 
been during colder times of the year.  Last time we hiked in, it got 
down to about 25 degrees in April! 
 
 
 
Mr. John Cleeves 

Project Coordinator 
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Francis Marion and Sumter National Forests 

4931 Broad River Road 

Columbia, South Carolina 29212 

  

Re:  Upper Chattooga River/ Appeal by American Whitewater 

  

Dear Mr. Cleeves, 

       

       As an outdoorsman who has enjoyed  the Upper Chattooga River for more than 45 
years, I cannot imagine kayaks and canoes navigating that part of the river from 
Grimshaws Bridge in Whiteside Cove down to Corkscrew Falls. The water is generally 
shallow, rocky, difficult to negotiate, with some logjams ,small and large falls, usually 
too narrow for the sport of kayaking.  To portage, the boatsmen would be on private land 
over that entire stretch of the river.  The Rust family, who own that property, have been 
good stewards of the land; keeping the land as well as the river as clean as nature will 
allow ( unlike the area across Whiteside Cove Road at Sliding Rock, which, when opened 
to the public as Park Service land, is often littered with bottles, cans, dirty diapers, etc.). 

  

     Please consider carefully these facts before allowing boating in this area.  There are 
many other areas more suitable for this sport. This is not a navigable area of the 
Chattooga River in my estimation.  Thank you for your thoughtful consideration. 

  

Sincerely, 

  

  

  

Edward A. Gibson 

P.O. Box 15373 
Asheville, North Carolina 28813 
 
 
Upper Chattooga River - Recreation Use Form 
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Name:  Mike Pearson 

  

1. What is the most important activity on the trip? (be specific - Ex: 
Backcountry Fishing, Backpacking, Camping, etc) Backcountry fly fishing.  

  

2. What other activities would you do on the trip? ( Ex: Hiking, 
Wildlife Viewing, Hunting, Wild Flowering, Birding, etc) Hiking 

  

3. Where would you go?  List the segment(s) you would use and describe 
your travel route (if any).  I usually go above Highway 28 bridge and 
fish up to and above Reid Creek.   

  

4. When (what time of year) could you take this trip?  (Please specify 
months, season, or "all year").  I tend to fish this portion of the 
river all year. 

  

5. When is the best time of year to take this type of trip?  How often 
do you take (or would you take) this trip per year? The best time is 
early spring and fall/winter.  However, I do fish this portion of the 
river year round.  I fish this area 15-20 times per year. 

  

6.  How many people (include yourself) would be in your group on this 
trip?  Usually I fish alone or with 1 other person. 

  

7.  How long would your trip be? My normal trip is 5-8 hours. 

  

8. Describe the most important attributes of the trip - the conditions 
or characteristics of the trip that make it high quality.  The most 
important attribute of this trip is the solitude.  You can get in the 
river and fish for hours without seeing anyone else.   

  
9. Describe the specific concerns you have about how other recreation 
users in the area may affect your trips.  My concern is that this is the 
only portion of the river where I can fish in solitude without worrying 
about boaters interrupting my fishing.  I am very concerned that by 
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allowing individual paddlers to run this section of the river, the 
forest service would be opening the door for outfitters to hold clinics, 
teach classes, and possibly arrange guided trips on this section.  This 
could also give ammunition to those who like to ride horses to argue 
that this section should be opened for their enjoyment as well.  The 
forest service has the right to limit activities on the river to 
preserve the experience for other groups.  By allowing boaters access to 
the section of the Chatooga above Highway 28 bridge, the forest service 
would destroy any backcountry fly fishing experience left on the river 
and would forever change the experiences that hikers and fisherman are 
able to enjoy.   
 
 
Upper Chattooga River- Recreation Use Form 
Name (optional) Mark Poole - Social Circle, GA 30025 
1. What is the most important activity on the trip? Backcountry  
fishing, primarily fly fishing 
2. What other activities would you do on the trip? Camping,  
Wildlife Photography 
3. Where would you go? List the segment(s) you would use and 
  
describe your travel route (if any). Upriver from Hwy 28 bridge, 
 typically park on the SC side of the river at Hwy 28 and hike  
upstream. 
4. When (what time of year) could you take this trip? (Please  
specify months, season, or "all year"). Would take day trips all 
 year, except when snow/ice predicted in the winter or when  
flood or high water conditions are forcasted.  Most trips made  
Jan.-May with Delayed Harvest period.  Also trips in the fall  
Sept-Oct. 
5. When is the best time of year to take this type of trip?  
How often Do you take (or would you take) this trip per year?  
[This measures the "prime season".] Most trips made Jan.-May  
with Delayed Harvest period.  Also trips in the fall Sept-Oct.   
Probably may 10 to 12 trips per year.  
6. How many people (include yourself) would be in your group on 
 this trip? 3-4 
7. How long would your trip be? (Days or hours) 2-3 long weekend 
 trips, about the same number of overnight trips and 5-6 day trips. 
8. Describe the most important attributes of the trip - the  
conditions or characteristics of the trip that make it high  
quality. Not crowded, not having to compete with other folks for  
the piece of river that I’m 
 fishing (other fishermen, boaters,  
swimmers, etc.)  The pristine beauty of unspoiled, undeveloped  
nature.  No motorized vehicles.  Great fishery: good quantity  
of healthy, high quality fish. 
9. Describe the specific concerns you have about how other  
recreation users in the area may affect your trips.  The river  
in the areas I fish are fairly small and relatively shallow.   
It only takes one splash, one raft or other boat or one person  
disrespectfully treading through the water to disrupt the  
fishing.  And it would stay disrupted for hours.  There sections  
that I fish that would be 
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 a serious danger to those not highly  
skilled or experienced in boating.  The lack of access to those  
places are a huge concern for any type of search and rescue. 
In this age of political correctness, it seems unacceptable to  
single one group out or exclude one group from anything or giving  
one group a perceived advantage over another, but I am asking  
that the boating ban on the upper reaches of the 
 Chattooga remain  
in place.  There is virtually no place left in Georgia where a  
fisherman can spend a day, uninterrupted and unencumbered, with  
the quality of the fishery as we have on the Chattooga.  We are  
just asking to keep this one little sanctuary for our enjoyment. 
Thank you for considering my 
 opinion. 
 
 
Mr. Cleeves, 
 
Thank you for allowing us to participate in the process of determining 
the 
use of the Chatooga River.  I generally visit the Chatooga once or twice 
a 
month year round with my wife, son or alone to hike, fly fish and enjoy 
the 
solitude.  The solitude we are able to enjoy now is unmatched in any 
other 
"easy hike" place I have ever fished.  I have made multi-day backpack 
trips 
to have the same level of quiet and lack of human intrusion.  This 
stretch 
of the Chatooga should be preserved for from increased and new traffic 
to 
preserve both the fishing and the peace and quiet.  In my humble opinion 
it 
would be a travesty and another example where business controls 
government 
not the people if the forest service were to change the status of that 
stretch of the Chatooga.   
 
Thank You, 
 
Lindsey Gilbert 
102 Indian Lake RD 

Rabun Gap, GA 30568 
 
 
John Cleeves, Project Coordinator 
USDA Forest Service 
4391 Broad River Rd. 
Columbia, SC 29212 
Via email: jcleeves@fs.fed.us 
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Mr. Cleeves: 
  
I understand the policy banning boating on the Chattooga River above Highway 28 is 
under review.  While I understand the delicate balance of juggling the many demands of 
the river, I hope you consider making no changes to the existing policy.  The river below 
Highway 28 is known for its excellent boating and rafting opportunities – including a 
class V rapid.  The river above Highway 28 is treasured by anglers – not only for trout, 
but for its natural beauty.  Just this past weekend, I had the opportunity to spend time 
with my ten year old son fly fishing on the Chattooga.  We had an awesome experience – 
fishing, hiking, wading, and appreciating the natural beauty.  I hope to have many more 
trips like this as he and I continue our love of fly fishing.  However, if boating is allowed, 
I am afraid such opportunities will be minimized.  I am especially concerned with the 
spring, fall, and winter months – during peak trout season.  Also, given our work and 
school schedule, weekends are a concern as well. 
  
I hope you will seriously consider not changing the existing policy.   
  
  
Paul Young 
28 West Washington 
Newnan, GA 30263 

pscy3@mail.newnanutilities.org 

 

I am writing to express my opposition to allowing boaters above the Hwy 28 bridge on 
the Chattooga River.  

•       Boaters already have access to the majority of the river.  

•       This section of the river is too small to support both boaters and 
fisherman.  The piece of  water that we are fishing would be constantly pounded 
by boaters, destroying the fishing. 

•       The section of river above the Hwy 28 bridge is a family-friendly area 
that is well used by families with small children.  This would be seriously 
degraded by boat traffic. 

Regarding the specific questions:  

UPPER CHATTOOGA –RECREATION USE FORM 

Name: Robert Murrah  

(1)     What is the most important activity on the trip? Fishing and camping  
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(2)     What other activities would you do on the trip? Hiking  

(3)     Where would you go? List the segments of the river you would use and 
describe your travel route. I regularly camp and fish between the Hwy 28 bridge 
and Ellicott's Rock 

(4)     What time of year would you take your trips? I regularly fish the river 
during the delayed harvest season.  We camp on the river each March, May, and 
September. 

(5)     When is the best time of the year to take this trip? How often do you take 
(or would you take) this trip per year? September through June. 

(6)     How many people (include yourself) would be in your group on this trip? 
One to six  

(7)     How long would your trip be? (Days or hours)  Day-trips and three-night 
camping trips  

(8)     Describe the most important attributes of the trip-the conditions or 
characteristics of the trip that make it high quality.  The fishing, the family-
friendly camping environment, the scenery, and the absence of damn boaters on a 
river that is too small to support them.  

(9)     Describe the specific concerns you have about how other recreation users in 
the area may affect your trips. A river this small can not support boaters and 
fishermen on the same 50 square feet of river.  The boats are dangerous to kids 
too.  If you permit boats, you are banishing fishing and setting up a situation for 
the ugly conflicts, which is also not a family-friendly activity. 

 

Robert Murrah  

2160 Appleton Circle  
Lawrenceville GA 30043 
 
 
Upper Chattooga River - Recreation Use Form  
  
Name (optional) Clay Hudgins_______________  
  
1. What is the most important activity on the trip? (be specific - Ex: 
Backcountry Fishing) 
  
     Fly Fishing 
 
2. What other activities would you do on the trip? ( Ex: Hiking, 
Wildlife Viewing, Hunting, Wild Flowering, etc)  
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Hiking/Back Packing 
  
3. Where would you go?  List the segment(s) you would use and describe 
your travel route (if any).  
 
Mostly above Burrels Ford in the late spring and summer, frequently 
above Hwy 28 bridge in winter and early spring, rarely below Hwy 28 
Bridge 
  
4. When (what time of year) could you take this trip?  (Please specify 
months, season, or "all year").  [This measures entire season.]  
 
All year 
  
5. When is the best time of year to take this type of trip?  How often 
do you take (or would you take) this trip per year? [This measures the 
"prime season".]  
 
Spring and Earlly Summer, Late Fall 
  
6.  How many people (include yourself) would be in your group on this 
trip? 
  
Varies, mostly 1-2 people, occasionally 5 or 6 
  
7.  How long would your trip be? (Days or hours)  
 
2-3 days 
  
8. Describe the most important attributes of the trip - the conditions 
or characteristics of the trip that make it high quality.  
 
Solitude and weather 
  
9. Describe the specific concerns you have about how other recreation 
users in the area may affect your trips.  
 
None, if they respect the importance of maintaining a wilderness as a 
wilderness. Overcrowding, noisy groups of people engaging in loud 
raucous behavior, trashing the area, disrespectful attitude toward 
others desire for solitude, and any thing that would reduce the quality 
of the fishery and the experience of fishing. The most important thing 
to keep in mind is that the Chattooga is really the only river of its 
size in Georgia that provides an angler and backpacker a true sense of 
the wilderness experience. Other recreational uses that result in the 
above expressed concerns would totally destroy the fishing/hiking 
experience. Secondly, you must consider how the above concerns can be 
enforced if they hold any weight with the Forrest Service. 
 
 
I fish and hike the Chatooga above Hwy. 28 quite often. I would not like to see this area 
open to rafting/kayaking etc.. There are very few places left in North Georgia that allow 
for a true wilderness hiking/fishing outing.There is plenty of river below Hwy 28 that can 
be utilized for water sports. Allowing floaters in this area will be detrimental to trails and 
vegetation in the area not to mention eroded river banks. As popular as the Chatooga is 
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with floaters, it would not surprise me to see this section of river start to look like the 
over trodden conditions that exist in downtown Helen, GA. Please keep this area wild. 
  
Jeremy Simmons 


