USDA Forest Service                                          Cherokee National Forest

Wildfire Prevention Tips

Following are some tips to follow to prevent wildfires and to help reduce the threat of wildfire to life and property.  

Fire Safe Your Property:

Thin trees 100 feet around buildings.

Remove lower tree branches, those that may overhang the roof, and dead branches.

Take advantage of passive firebreaks such as green lawns, sidewalks, and driveways around your property.

Rake, clear and remove surface fuel, such as brush, limbs and pine needles, a minimum of 30 feet from structures – the more the better.  Make it lean, clean and green.

 Do not stack firewood next to buildings. Regularly check the roof for combustible materials and clean the gutters of debris.

 Make sure a wood burning stove/fireplace and its chimney meet safety standards.

Post your local firefighting agency’s phone number in a visible place.

Have tools readily available: shovel, rake, axe, saw, ladder, 2 gallon bucket, etc.

 Have an adequate water supply.  Water sources need to be accessible to firefighters.

Have adequate access for fire equipment.

 When building a home, use noncombustible roofing materials.

For detailed information on protecting your home visit the FIREWISE web site at www.firewise.org.
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Campfire Safety:

Clear campfire sight down to bare soil.

Circle fire pit with rocks.

Build campfire away from overhanging branches, logs/stumps, steep slopes, dry grass and leaves/pine needles.

Keep a bucket of water and shovel nearby.

NEVER leave a campfire unattended.

When putting out a campfire, drown the fire, stir it and drown it again until it is dead out!

Always have an adult around to supervise outdoor cooking.

Be careful with gas lanterns, barbeques, gas stoves and anything that can be a source of ignition for a wildfire.

Fireworks:

The use of or possession of fireworks is strictly prohibited on all federal public land.

Debris Burning:
Before burning always contact your local or state fire authorities.

Know and obey all local and state burning laws and regulations.

Following the terms of your burning permit.

Clear the ground of flammable material at least 10 feet before burning.

Keep tools and water on hand while burning.

Never leave a burn unattended!
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Smoking:

Never throw a cigarette/cigar from a vehicle.

Never walk off and leave a burning cigarette/cigar.

Always use ashtrays.

Always smoke in a clear open area - play it safe and don’t smoke in the woods.

Follow all restrictions and guidelines about smoking.

Children:

Never play with matches, lighters, flammable liquids or any fire!

Tell your friends about fire prevention.

If you see smoke or find matches go tell an adult right away.

Stay calm during an emergency; listen to instructions from an adult.

Arson:

The top cause of wildfires in Tennessee is Arson/Incendiary. 

95% of all fires in the Cherokee National Forest are arson caused.

Help fire and law enforcement authorities catch arsonists by providing information.  Simple tips often pay off during investigation.
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