Special events, groups events and activities

Noncommercial group uses
· Noncommercial group uses are group activities where no entry or participation fee is charged and the primary purpose of the activity is not the sale of a good or service. Some examples are: club, church or family recreation outings, reunions, and weddings.
· A permit is required for all noncommercial group uses involving 75 or more people, either as participants or spectators.

Application process for non commercial group uses
· Complete a FS-2700-3b application and submit to the Caribbean National Forest Special Uses & Land Program Management Office Forest Service at least 5 days prior to the activity
· If your application is granted, a permit will be issued prior to the start of your activity.

· No permit fee, bonding, or insurance is required for noncommercial group uses.

Recreation events 
· Recreation events are commercial activities requiring temporary, authorized uses of National Forest System (NFS) land. Some examples are: races, adventure games, youth treks, and other similar events. A permit is required for these types of events, regardless of the number of people involved in the activity. 

· A commercial use or activity on NFS land occurs when an applicant intends to charge an entry or participation fee, or the primary purpose is the sale of a good or service, regardless of the intent to produce a profit. Money collected may cover expense categories such as food, transportation, prizes, advertising, purchase replacement of equipment, or compensation for the leader of the activity. 

· Use is considered noncommercial if the fees charged are used only for the purpose of paying for actual expenses directly related to operating or staging the activity, with any excess funds returned to participants. The fees charged should not include costs for employees or personnel who stage or run the event. 

Application process and fees for recreation events 

· Submit a completed FS-2700-3c application at least 5 days prior to the event to the Caribbean National Forest Special Uses & Land Program Management Office who will determine whether your activity meets the following pre-application screening requirements and if a permit can be issued.

· Fees are determined either by:
5% of adjusted gross receipts for one time events; or
3% of adjusted gross receipts for multiple events under a single permit 

· The minimum fee for the Caribbean National Forest is $50. 

· There may be other costs for which you are responsible as part of your authorized activity. Commercial general liability insurance coverage and/or a performance bond to ensure protection of the environment and site clean-up may be required. Depending on the size and duration of your activity, costs associated with law enforcement, crowd control, safety issues, and sanitation may also be required. 
Other services for events and activities
· El Portal Rain Forest Center can be rented for events and activities after 5:00 PM for a fee.  An El Portal Special Event Proposal form can be submitted to the Caribbean National Forest Special Uses & Land Program Management Office for further evaluation.  Once accepted by the Forest Service, a completed FS-2700-3e can be submitted and a permit will be issued.  For more information on the facilities at El Portal Rain Forest Center contact El Portal Rain Forest Center.
· Yuquiyu Delights operates as a food service concession at the Sierra Palm Recreation Site located in the Forest on Hwy 191, Km 11.4.  They can be contacted for catering or picnic arrangements for group events or activities.  Contact 787-642-8269 or 787-396-0970 for further details.
