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	 RE: New Cost Recovery Procedures for Special Use Permit Applications on the Caribbean National Forest

	


Dear Permit Holder or Permit Applicant:
You are being notified of some changes that will soon take place on the Caribbean National Forest regarding fees associated with applying for special use permits.  Starting in February, 2007 application fees will be assessed and collected prior to the issuing of a special use permit on most permits.   
On February 21, 2006, the Forest Service published in the Federal Register (71 FR 8892) final regulations that allow the Forest Service to recover costs associated with  processing special use applications and monitoring compliance with these special use authorizations. These regulations provide the Forest Service with the authority to assess and collect fees to recover the agency’s costs to process and monitor fees collected for special use applications. 

If you currently have a valid special use authorization with the Forest Service, these regulations WILL NOT have an immediate effect upon you.  In the future, they may affect you under one of the following situations:

1. If and when you apply for a new authorization to occupy and use National Forest System lands, these application fees may need to be assessed and collected prior to the issuance of a permit.

2. If the authorization you hold for facilities or services has or is about to expire, application fees will be assessed and may be collected prior to issuance of the next permit you apply for.

3. If you currently have a permit and propose to modify your existing authorized use through a permit amendment, fees may be assessed and collected as part of this process to amend your existing permit.

Cost recovery fees can apply to permits for uses such as research, telecommunications, commercial filming/photography, utilities, right-of-ways, occupancy of Forest Service facilities as well as others.  Exemptions from cost recovery application fees include the following:

· Special use applications or authorizations that require 1 hour or less for the agency to process or monitor.

· Applications or authorizations for recreation special uses that require 50 hours or less for the agency to process or monitor.  Examples of this category include most one day recreation events at Forest facilities, recreation residence permits and the renewal of most existing outfitter and guide permits.

· Applications or authorizations for noncommercial recreation group uses.

Determination of cost recovery fees will be based on an estimate of the number of hours Forest Service personnel will spend on work necessary for processing an application and monitoring an authorization.  For those applications which require less than 50 hours to process or monitor, a fee schedule will be used.  An example of the fee schedule is attached to this letter. For those applications that take over 50 hours to process and monitor, cost recovery fees will be based on the actual cost for the government to process the application.  A permit applicant can submit in writing a request for an alternative fee category or alternative estimated application fee for consideration prior to a permit being processed.  
Please be advised that cost recovery fees are entirely separate from land use fees which are the fees charged for the use and occupancy of National Forest System lands.  Land use fees are charged to the holder of a special use authorization based on the market value of the use and occupancy of the Forest. Some permits have annual fees and some have a one-time payment. Cost recovery fees will be an additional fee collected for the processing of the special use application and will be collected prior to issuance of the permit.

Attached is a copy of the General Information Summary for Cost Recovery which provides more information about this procedural change when applying for special use permits. Additional information can be found on the Forest Service’s internet site at: www.fs.fed.us/recreation/permits  
If you have additional questions, please contact Sidney Salyer at 787-888-1880 ext 5501 or email ssalyer@fs.fed.us or Carolyn Krupp at 787-888-5616 or email: ckrupp@fs.fed.us.  

Sincerely,

	
	

	/s/ Pablo Cruz
	 

	PABLO CRUZ
	 

	Forest Supervisor
	 

	 
	 

	 Enclosure
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