BARREN FORK CAMP & AREATRAILS

STEARNS DISTRICT ¢ DANIEL BOONE NATIONAL FOREST ¢ KENTUCKY

i Stearns District Office
[R 3320 Hwy. 27 North

i Whitley City, KY 42653

s (606) 376-5323

A BARREN FORK HORSE CAMP

Location
253 Take Barren Fork Road

; (Forest Road 684) beside
the Stearns District Office

> (on US 27) for 0.8 miles,
turn right at split in road.
Go 0.1 mile. Campground
is on the right.

Parking
| '3 At campsites. ;

Day users must park in the

overflow parking area.

Fees/Passes
$8/night to camp

: $12/2 nights to camp
Passes may be purchased
at Stearns District Office or *
local vendors.

Open Dates
Mid-March to mid-Dec.

g Call office for dates.
Picnic Tables

" At some sites

: Picnic Shelter

A | Available on first-come,

first-served basis unless
reserved. Call office to

reserve for $25.

b Water
fggg \Vater is available from five
faucets in the campground.

Restrooms
' Vault toilets ]
g Trash Pickup )
‘ None. Pack it out.

' Campsites

\ 41 sites that can
accommodate horse

J trailers.

Restrictions !
Recreation Area is closed
except for campers from 11 '
pm to 6 am. Trails closed

to motorized vehicles.
VIOLATORS WILL BE
FINED.

USDA Forest Service
Daniel Boone
National Forest

USDA Forest Service is an equal
opportunity empoyer and provider. 4
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TRAILS. Arabian #622 and Canter #625 trails are close to the horse camp and connect with
other trails such as the Sheltowee Trace #100, Belgian #624, Flat Rock Ridge #616, Draft #617,
Indian Creek #626 and North Flat Rock #627 trails. All trails are in McCreary County and on the
USGS Wiborg Quad.

Flat Rock Ridge Trail #616

Directions: Take US 27 north of the Stearns District Office approximately one mile to reach the Sheltowee
Trace trailhead. Take the Sheltowee Trace left, and it will connect you to the Flat Rock Ridge trail. This trail
follows a pine ridge for most of its length. As it begins to descend, there is an area of sandstone “step-up”
rocks. Take care on this portion. After passing the sandstone cliff, the trail will continue to descend until reaching
the Sheltowee Trace, which follows Railroad Branch.

Begins/Ends:  Sheltowee Trace, Section 30 Hiking Difficulty: Moderate

Length: 1.86 miles Trail Surface: Dirt

Connections:  Sheltowee, Section 30 Trail Use Allowed: Hiking, Horseback riding
Parking: Sheltowee Trailhead, US 27

Draft Trail #617

Directions: Take NFS Road 684 beside the Stearns District Office for approximately 1/4 mile to a small trailhead
on your left. This trail follows an old logging road, the powerline and then enters the forest. It will cross a drain
that has a wooden bridge and then will climb to the ridgetop where it will connect with the Sheltowee Trace.
This section was built to avoid a very dangerous set of steps and a cliff.

Begins: Forest Road 684 Hiking Difficulty: Moderate
Ends: Sheltowee Trace, Section 30 Trail Surface: Dirt
Length: 0.57 mile Connections: Sheltowee Trace Section 30

Parking: Forest Road 684; SheltoweeTrace Trail Use Allowed: Hiking, Horseback riding
Trailhead on US 27

Arabian Loop Trail #622

Directions: Take Forest Road 684 beside the Stearns District Office to Barren Fork Horse Camp. The trail will
be on your right. This trail makes a loop, following the ridgetop. Halfway through the loop, the trail nears the
cliff for a scenic view.

Begins/Ends:  Forest Road 684 Hiking Difficulty: Easy

Length: 4.01 miles Trail Surface: Dirt

Connections:  Canter Loop Trail Use Allowed: Hiking, Horseback riding
Parking: Barren Fork Horse Camp; Forest Road 684

Belgian Loop Trail #624

Directions: Follow US 27 North of the Stearns District Office for approximately 1.8 miles to the Flat Rock Baptist
Church. Turn right and follow this road approximately 2.5 miles to a dirt road on your right (Chrisman Cemetery
will be on your right just after you turn onto this dirt road). The trail follows the ridgetop for about one mile
before descending to Barren Fork. To make a loop, cross the creek and follow the Sheltowee Trace to your
left. After approximately 3/4 mile, it will reconnect with the Belgian Loop. The trail will make a steep climb up
to the ridgetop and then level out. It will then follow the ridge until it meets an old logging road. Turn left onto
the old logging road, bringing you back to Forest Road 682. Follow this to return to cemetery.

Begins/Ends:  Forest Road 682 Hiking Difficulty: Moderate

Length: 3.27 miles Trail Surface: Dirt

Connections:  Sheltowee Trace Section 30 Trail Use Allowed: Hiking, Horseback riding
Parking: Turnoff near Chrisman Cemetery

Canter Loop Trail #625

Directions: Forest Road 684 beside the Stearns District Office to Barren Fork Horse Camp. The trail will be
on your left. The trail makes a loop following the edge of the ridgetop. There are two connections to the
Sheltowee Trace, marked with plain white diamonds.

Begins/Ends:  Forest Road 684 Hiking Difficulty: Easy - moderate
Length: 3.21 miles Trail Surface: Dirt

Connections:  Sheltowee, Arabian Loop Trail Use Allowed: Hiking, Horseback riding
Parking: Barren Fork Horse Camp; Forest Road 684

Indian Creek Trail #626

Directions: North of Whitley City, take Hwy 1045 east for about 2 miles. Turn right onto the Zeb Perry Road.

The trail will be on your left across from Stampede Run Horse Camp. The trail follows a pine ridge and then

descends to Indian Creek, crosses it, then climbs up to the ridgetop. It then levels out and will end on Forest
Road 682.

Begins: County Rd. 6030 (Zeb Perry) Hiking Difficulty: Moderate

Ends: Forest Road 682 Trail Surface: Dirt

Length: 1.65 miles Connections: Belgian Loop Trail by following
Parking: Zeb Perry Road; Forest Road 682 Forest Road 682 East

North Flat Rock Trail #627

Directions: Follow US 27 North of the Stearns District Office for approximately 1.8 miles to the Flat Rock Baptist
Church. Turn right and follow this road about 3 miles to a dirt road on your left. The trail follows the edge of
the ridgetop.

Begins: Forest Road 682 Hiking Difficulty: Easy
Ends: Indian Creek Trail #626 Trail Surface: Dirt
Length: 3.29 miles Connections: Indian Creek Trail #626 and

Parking: Roadside Belgian Loop Trail #624



Welcome To Barren Fork Horse Camp

The area near the horse camp was the site of a coal mining town operated by
\ Barren Fork Mining and Coal Company from 1881 to 1935. Here they mined what
was considered some of the best quality low sulfur coal in McCreary County at the
\\ 684 time. Over 100 families were thought to have lived and worked in the
mining community. The mines were sold to Eagle Coal Company in
1895. The mines were closed in 1935 due to labor disputes. The land
was then sold to the United States in 1936, but the minerals were
reserved by the company and small mining operations continued
until 1948. In this vicinity you may find the old foundations
of some of the buildings that were part of the community.
DO NOT ENTER MINE PORTALS! You may find
mine portals in this area. They may not contain
sufficient oxygen and are not safe to enter.

TO DISTRICT OFFICE
and US 27

NOTE:

Use existing highlines or electric
684 fences to tie horses up.

Do not fence trees within
electric fencing.
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