Natural Arch Loop Trail #510 » Natural Arch

DANIEL BOONE NATIONAL FOREST ¢« KENTUCKY

District Office

3320 US 27 North
Whitley City, KY 47653
Location

Take US 27 south
from Somerset for 21
miles, turn west on KY
927, and follow the
signs for 2 miles.
From Whitley City, go
north for 5 miles.

Parking

- At picnic area
Open Dates

; Year round

Closed at 10 p.m.

Fees
U.S. Fee Area;

Pass required.
Picnic Tables

A 10 picnic tables

. Picnic Shelters

: E 2 shelters with 6

picnic tables each

Water

r9 Yes

Restrooms
Disabled access
vault toilets.

@ Trash Pickup
' Receptacles

; ‘:\ Accessibility
) (_/ Toilets are disabled

accessible; but most
paths are gravel.

‘ Horseshoes
p 1 pit

: A’ Playground
y With swingset and

playing field.

b a Restrictions:
\ Trails within the
Natural Arch Scenic

Area are for hiking and
day use only.

:. Stearns Ranger

4/21/08 510archloop.fh11

A
Natural Arch Loop Trail #510

This trail begins at the Natural Arch parking area and runs along a paved
pathway to the base of the arch. Traiul #508 intersects at your right. Follow
Trail #510 around the cliffline and you will return to the base of the arch.

- Begins: Natural Arch + Parking: At trailhead
- Ends:  Natural Arch - Difficulty: Moderate
+ Length: 1 miles - Surface: Dirt

- Quad: Nevelsville - Connections: #508

Welcome To Natural Arch Scenic Area

Towering above a forest woodland, Natural Arch stands as an impressive
monument to the forces of nature in action. The 50- by 90-foot arch was
formed by the erosion of wind, water, and ice that cut away the soft
sandstone, leaving a hard rock cap that arches across the sky.

The arch and surrounding 945 acres, once home to prehistoric groups
and later the hunting grounds of the Cherokee, were set aside to conserve
its natural beauty. Archaeological studies are providing insight into the
lives of prehistoric people who lived and hunted in this area. These people
left no written records, but sites scattered throughout this area provide
many clues about how they lived.

The area underneath Natural Arch is considered sacred by the Cherokee.
The protective fence on either side of the arch is made of red cedar, a
tree revered by the Cherokee. Please stay out of the fenced area. Disturbing
or vandalizing an archaeological site destroys the cultural heritage of the
Native Americans. To preserve these sites:

Stay out of the fenced area underneath the arch, marked by signs.
Do not climb or rappel on top of the arch.

Do not disturb rock shelters.

Do not collect or dig for artifacts.

Do not disturb the soil, dig, or move rocks.

All artifacts and cultural resources are protected by state and federal
laws. Please report looting and vandalism to the Stearns District Office.

Fee Required for Natural Arch Recreation Area

Visitors are required to purchase a day use pass when visiting the Natural
Arch Recreation Area. Passes are available from sales outlets in local
stores near the recreation area, and at Forest Service offices. One day
fee envelopes are available at Natural Arch.

The shelter or amphitheater can be rented for groups for a fee; contact
the Ranger Station. If not rented, the shelter or amphitheater are available
on first come, first served basis.

United States Department of Agriculture
Forest Service - Southern Region
Daniel Boone Natlonal Forest







