
Frequently Asked Questions 
1. Why is it encouraged that I attend a training weekend? 
 

The Forest Service has certain requirements that they 
must meet to manage the land. The classes provided at the 
training sessions will prepare volunteers to work with the 
knowledge and skills to help maintain and preserve the 
resources within land management regulations.  It is also a 
great opportunity to meet others who are interested in 
volunteering.  

2. Do I need to attend the entire weekend? 
No, the weekend is designed for folks to choose the classes 
they feel will increase their skills for the job they would 
like to do for the Forest Service. 

3. Is First Aid and CPR a requirement to volunteer for the 
 Forest Service? 
 

First Aid and CPR are required for Forest Service trail 
maintenance volunteers. When working as a group on trails, 
or any other job in the forest, at least one person must be 
certified. It is highly encouraged that even persons working 
alone should also be certified. Safety is a high priority.  
 

4.  What certifications do I need to use a x-cut, or chain saw 
to help clear trails? 

 
It is Forest Service policy that all employees and volunteers 
who use x-cut or chain saws on the forest be properly 
trained in safety and use of the saw. Those wishing to use a 
saw must attend a certification course before attending the 
recertification course that is given each year. If a 
certification course is not available and you are a very 
experienced sawyer you may come to a recertification 



course where evaluators will evaluate your skill level and be 
evaluated by the instructor for an A or B card. 

5. How can I help if I do not want to work, or unable to help on 
trails? 

 
There are other jobs out in the forest that need to be 
done. Cleaning camp sites, surveying for noxious weeds, 
hiking and checking trails for down trees after the winter 
storms are some other options. The training weekends offer 
the opportunity to find out how you can help. 

 
6. What is PPE? 
 

Personal Protection Equipment – boots, eye protection, 
chaps, long sleeve shirt, hard hat are examples of PPE 

 
7. If I am under 18 years of age can I still become a 

volunteer? 
 

Yes, but you must have a parent or guardian sign your 
volunteer agreement, and work with an adult when 
volunteering. 

8. What is the time commitment to volunteer? 
 

There is no required time commitment. You decide on the 
project you wish to work on and time you can commit to that 
project. When a time commitment is required it will be 
listed with a particular project.  


