Suggested Principles/Direction for Future Forest Management

· In the present plan, there was no consensus reached by the public on desired future conditions of the forest and how to achieve them.  This leads to implementation gridlock.  The future condition of the forest must be determined before management strategies can be designed and monitoring developed to see that actions are moving the forest in the desired condition.
· The revised forest plan needs to provide “minimum impact” recreation opportunities for increasing influx of wealthy urban people while protecting legally required biological mandates especially in the Methow Valley.  
· Forests cannot be frozen in time.  Federal forest plans will move land management towards producing healthy, viable plant, and animal populations.  Forests and their inhabitants, are ever changing, coming and going, over time.

· Federal forests will be managed for the greatest good for the greatest number of people.  Habitat production and protection will be an integral part of forest management along with timber and water production, road management, and recreation.

· Land managers will manage for a multitude of uses across the landscape. 

· Federal forests will be managed to produce income from a variety of sources such as timber harvest, recreation fees, trail fees, general use permits, etc…..Federal forests will be managed to produce enough income so that the national USFS budget, or lack thereof, is not an impediment to management goals.
· Focus on local decision-making and responsibility by trained land managers; concentrate on accountability and productivity.  

· Exempt the Colville National Forest from policies, visions, theory, and feelings (developed since 1988) that are destroying our wildlife, timber, water quality, and our very existence.  Return the management of our forests back to the professionals, experienced land managers, and rely upon research.  

· Forest plans need to have better incorporation of the best available science.

· The forest industry is selling off many of its holdings.  Acquiring lands from industrial forest owners represents a much better option than having these properties fall into the hands of land developers and real estate promoters.  The forest plan must address long term priorities for the acquisition of private land across all three national forests.  The Forest Service should prepare and publish maps of its acquisition priorities as part of the plan revision.
