Ski Areas on National Forests

· Ski areas located on the Colville, Okanogan, and Wenatchee National Forests have the potential to be impacted by the current forest plan revision process.

· The Forest Service should clarify that any revisions to the forest plans would only apply to new projects/new developments, and not retroactively to projects implemented in previous years.  If this is not the case, the Forest Service should detail the elements of the revisions that would be applied in a retroactive fashion.  

· Significant investment in winter recreation infrastructure at ski areas create an obligation for the Forest Service to entertain various proposals for continued and successful special user permit operations.  

· Forest plans need to emphasize the role of ski resorts in providing recreation to large numbers of citizens in relatively small carefully managed permit areas where impacts can be contained and minimized.

· Winter sports facilities operating on national forest lands require some flexibility from public land managers in order to respond to changing market conditions, increasing marketplace demand, ever changing consumer preferences, as well as the operators’ desires to continue to improve operating efficiency.

· The traditional skier-per-acre standards that governed ski area design for many years have little applicability in the current market.  In response to market pressures, the next round of mountain expansions and modifications will be using new methods intended to accommodate the desires of multiple market segments which would promote a more relaxed mountain ambiance, enhancement of participant safety, reduction of over all skier density, and better connection with local communities.  All of this comes against a backdrop of heightened environmental awareness and acknowledgement that regulators, local residents, customers, and participants are not willing to trade skiing functionality for loss of environmental quality.

· Currently 49 North Ski Area represents approx. 10% of the recreation visits to the Colville National Forest while occupying .18% of the Forest.  The need to expand the only Downhill Skiing (MA-3C) management area in the Colville National Forest to at least .54%of the Forest is of critical importance to meet the needs of the future.

· Care needs to be taken where land allocations adjacent to ski resorts could preclude important ski resort growth.  Few options could be available for satisfying increasing recreation demand. (ex:  potential Research Natural Area adjacent to Stevens Pass Ski area)

· Project proposals outlined in recently adopted ski area master development plans and backcountry operating plans should be appropriately reflected in forest plan revisions.  Ensure no land allocations, standards and guidelines contradict development proposals.

· The Stevens Pass Nordic Center postdates the 1990 Wenatchee NF Forest Plan.  We ask that the Nordic Center be allocated as RE-1 Developed Recreation and labeled administratively withdrawn for Northwest Forest Plan allocations as other skiing facilities in Region 6. 

· Winter sports facilities located on national forest may ultimately become non-competitive within the industry if there is no allowance for innovation, experimentation, expansion, or other manner of change.  Forest planning should help provide ski areas the stability and certainty they need to continue providing quality recreation opportunities. 

· Skier visits at Oregon and Washington winter sports facilities have increased 39% between 1991-92 and 2001-02.  Sustained population growth is predicted to cause peak attendance at ski areas to be significantly higher in the future than attendance figures realized in the 1980s and 1990s.  Recreation trends and a future demand analysis should be a part of forest plan revision.   

· In the next decade, population growth in the early retirement cohort (i.e., 50-65 years of age), will place unprecedented pressure on winter sports facilities of Oregon and Washington especially on those facilities located on national forests near population centers.

· It is imperative that existing winter sports facilities be allowed to grow to help the USDA Forest Service meet the marketplace demand for skiing and snowboarding.

· Millions of tax dollars, thousands of jobs, and hundreds of businesses would not be economically viable without the ski industry traffic of the winter months.  It is estimated that only 20% of every dollar spent by skiers and accompanying family members directly benefits ski areas.  80% of every dollar is spent off site on services provided by restaurants, motels, B&Bs, gas stations, grocery stores, and purveyors of sporting goods and active wear.

· The economic impact of ski resorts to small rural communities needs to be fully acknowledged in forest plans.  This is directly connected to the goals of the Northwest Forest Plan.

· Ski areas provide thousands of Northwesterners with primary and secondary sources of household income.  

· Ski areas build stronger families by bringing two and often three generations of families together.

· Ski areas fill a unique role providing outdoor recreation opportunities to the public, thereby improving quality of life and facilitating the use, enjoyment, and appreciation of national forest Lands. 

· Winter sports are accessible to people of all ages and physical abilities.  

