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Revision of Forest Plan Management Areas
· Since the Early Winter Ski Resort is not going to happen, place Sandy Butte in another category since it is in MA-17 (Okanogan N.F. Plan).

· Current management area allocations are not compatible with the Okanogan and Wenatchee National Forests’ Dry Site Strategy.   

· Thousands of acres are currently classified as MA 14 (wildlife habitat, Okanogan N.F. Plan) and MA 26 (key deer winter range, Okanogan N.F. Plan) where snow intercept and winter thermal cover are not ecologically sustainable (south and west aspects).

· A new management area should be created:  an urban/rural interface “thin zone”.  This management area would encompass land within a mile or so of public land boundaries, populated areas, most of the most frequently traveled forest access roads.  All large trees would be retained.  Thinning and burning of smaller trees and brush would be emphasized.  Firewood gathering of smaller “thinnables’ would be encouraged.  Harvesting of large wood would not occur for many years at least until a fire tolerant fire climax forest has been re-established.  More intensive management (emphasizing thinning of smaller trees and retention of larger trees) could occur in the area between the roadless core and the urban/rural interface zone.

· A new management area for accurately identified Wildland Urban Interface lands should be considered.  These areas should be identified and mapped based on a fine-scale study.  Management activity in these areas should focus on community forestry based projects to reduce the risk of wildfire to homes and communities.

· New management areas should be considered and developed for Threatened, Endangered, and Sensitive species listed since 1988.

· MA-11 areas should be expanded to provide a “soundscape” buffer zone.

· Regarding recreation and ORVs, comprehensive NEPA analysis must be conducted before use-designations in 1988 plan are rolled over into the new plan.  The analysis must pertain to impacts on forest resources rather than the user-demand, market based analysis that comprises the foundation of the 1988 plan and Recreation Opportunity Spectrum (ROS) map.

· A thorough update, public dialogue, and discussion of each of the following Okanogan N.F. plan prescriptions is needed:  4 non-motorized recreation, 4M motorized recreation, 5 roaded recreation, 7 North Cascades Highway recreation, 17 developed roaded recreation.  Include the Travel Plan in the review.  Multiple references are made to Early Winters Destination Ski Resort.

· Following are more comments regarding prescriptions of the Okanogan N.F. Plan.  10 Mountain Goat prescription needs a  review and update of current status, monitoring, range, access, and intrusion of increasing snowmobiles and heliskiing; 11 Bighorn Sheep, needs a baseline review and review of current status.  12 Lynx needs a review and update of the Endangered Species Act listing, incorporation of the Lynx Conservation Assessment and Strategy, and a review of the current status.  14 & 26 Mule Deer, deer winter range, fawning needs a re-mapping so that designated areas are actually areas of use.  15A & 15B Wilderness needs itemized review of multiple forest plan degradation, violation and lack of forest plan enforcement, fish stocking in “barren waters”, and “cleaning of debris impeding fish movement”.  15A & 15B need a reassessment of outfitter guide numbers, minimum impact, Hidden Lakes Dam, and reassessment of fire suppression tactics and techniques.  18 Unusual Plant Communities, botanical research needs a review of the current condition.  24 Minerals exploration and development need a basic review and comparison.  25 Intensively managed timber and range need a basic review and comparison.  

