Research Natural Areas (RNA)

· Expand the system of RNAs to protect areas of representative or unique ecological character.  Consider the addition of areas that have been affected by fire. The extensive Icicle Canyon burn of the last decade might be a good candidate, to preserve a very interesting example of post-fire disturbance natural recovery.

· RNA areas (MA-4, 1988 Colville National Forest Plan) should be expanded based on identification of new areas of representative or unique ecological character, including areas affected by fire.

· Please continue the effort to preserve representative ecosystems for future scientific study and for preservation in their own right.  Representative areas of sagebrush-steppe in the Okanogan National Forest and areas with serpentine soil complexes in the Wenatchee Mountains should be set aside.

