Old Growth

· Protect all old growth on the parts of the Okanogan and Wenatchee National Forests that are addressed by the Northwest Forest Plan amendment, east of the Chewuch River on the Okanogan N.F., and on all of the Colville National Forest.

· Ensure that all old growth and mature forests are left intact and inviolate.

· All old growth stands must be protected regardless of size or USFS assessment of habitat value.

· Revise the Okanogan’s old growth guidelines to reflect latest scientific understanding of old growth characteristics. 

· Complete an accurate old growth inventory. Provide GIS maps. 

· Develop forest plan management requirements on both Okanogan and Wenatchee National Forests that prohibit cutting of any trees older than 200 years old.  

· All newly identified old growth stands should be included in management areas. 

· Update old growth/late successional forest definitions for all ecosystems in all of the three national forests.  Develop and implement a series of quantifiable old growth definitions for various species, elevations, and micro-environments.  Incorporate new knowledge regarding differences in old growth of eastside of the Cascades, westside of the Cascades, and North Rockies. 

· Definitions of old growth:  need to add age criteria; need to change so that not every single old growth criteria needs to be met in order to be called old growth  (ex:  call it old growth if four out of 5 old growth criteria are met); need to incorporate newer definitions of old growth for different species.

· Old growth to be protected should be defined according to the Interim Old Growth Definitions published by the Pacific Northwest Research Station.

· No old growth as defined by proper scientific evaluations should be cut on a scheduled/unscheduled basis.

· Comply with Sec. 102 (e) (2) of the Healthy Forests Restoration Act 0f 2003 which states, “fully maintain, or contribute toward the restoration of, the structure and composition of old growth stands…. .”

· Hunter Mountain Late Successional Reserve (LSR) does not have a lot of old growth in it.  The writer of this comment disputes the LSR boundary.

· Old growth stands of the Colville, Okanogan, and Wenatchee National Forests continue to be entered, roaded, “thinned”, and degraded since 1988.  

· Several inadequacies in the existing forest plans of the Colville, Okanogan, and Wenatchee National Forests related to old growth were listed.  They are:  inadequate survey and inventory of old growth forests across the Colville, Okanogan, and Wenatchee National Forests; inadequate, inaccurate mapping and other data showing location of old growth stands; inadequate protection of old growth stands from the impacts of ORVs and campers; exaggeration of old growth acreage figures; lack of transportation management plan that discloses impacts on old growth resources; lack of clear fire treatment plan for old growth stands.

· Develop a non-commercial extraction prescribed fire plan to mimic natural fire disturbance in old growth.

· Incorporate existing eastside screens and PACFISH riparian protections into the forests plans.  Those screens have been helpful to reduce impacts to late successional forest communities, riparian areas, and watershed.  The screens should be expanded to include dead and dying trees greater than 20.9 inches.  

· Prohibit road building in all old growth stands.  Existing roads should be obliterated.  Develop transportation plan that specifically addresses protection of old growth stands from further road construction.

· Prohibit all logging and ORV use in old growth stands (MA-1 of the Colville N.F. Plan).

· All newly identified old growth stands should be included in existing and new MA–1 areas.

· Vegetative manipulation other than by prescribed fire should not be permitted in MA-1.

· The Dry Forest Management Strategy should not be used as it relies on questionable untested assumptions.

· Management that has the potential to cause impacts to old growth need to be scientifically credible before implementation.

· Specific recommendations were made to the Okanogan National Forest Plan, Appendix L, Management Prescription 23A, p. L-34.  Continue to develop and strengthen the goal statement.  Update the description.  Lodgepole types and cultural trees should not be made a priority for ecosystem protection at the expense of other types of old growth forests.  Update the desired future condition.  The statement is in conflict with old growth protection.  Abandon conflicting plans to harvest old growth which will fail to protect old growth

· Reference is made to the on-line version of the Okanogan Forest Plan (10/30/03 PDF Version).   Standards and guidelines need to be ecologically based.  On-line version is not ecologically based and needs to be changed.  Reference made to p. 77 and recommendation is made to make standards and guidelines sufficient to accomplish the goals. 5% of suitable forest land acres in an old growth condition may not be enough due to loss from fire. Loss of old growth in Farewell Fire of 2003 cited.

· Abandon the definition and requirement of “Successional Stage Diversity” currently used on the Okanogan National Forest.  Current definitions are unsound, not scientifically based, or well-defined.  Abandon requirement that all suitable lands be managed with even-aged systems.

· Allow for protection of natural mistletoe infected trees and fire burned snags.  Created snag program is a failure and should be replaced with snag retention criteria and restrictions on logging and salvage logging.  

· “Mortality” should not be construed to “eliminate the use of old growth for habitat”.  

· Update the standards and guidelines for old growth to include management indicator species of spotted owls, pine marten, and goshawk.

