Economic & Social Issues/Local Communities/Public Involvement

· Social and economic desired conditions (as well as biological) must be addressed.  These were only superficially considered in the present plan.  Take extra time to address the importance of defining social, economic, and biological conditions.  This is the part of the plan that needs to be fixed. 
· The revised forest plans for eastern Washington should document that the economic well being of local communities has shifted irretrievably from timber  to recreation.  Much lower cutting levels should be “locked in” within the revised forest plans due to this shift.  There is no economic justification for large timber sale program on these three national forests.  

· Large numbers of retirees have settled in the area in such places as Leavenworth, Chelan, the Methow Valley and other small communities.  These folks have a much different outlook on national forest management than timber based communities.  It will be essential to write a forest plan economic impact analysis from scratch, largely ignoring what was in the 1980s plans.  

· Updated studies must be completed on the economic contribution of the timber program.  These studies must determine the extent to which the logging and specifically salvage logging of the forests represents the highest net public values and benefits the local economy. Studies should estimate timber market trends now and for the next twenty years.  Current and future impacts of NAFTA and other international trade agreements should be included in the market trend assessment.  

· The new forest plan should compile and present new data on the extent to which the local economy is dependent upon timber, grazing, and other extractive activities.  New reports including those prepared by Tom Powers and EcoNW should be incorporated into the plan.  

· Include professional-level analyses of the economic impacts of all forest planning decisions.  Measure economic output in terms of total employment and total personal income (including earned and unearned income).  Employment figures should include all full time and part time employment as well as proprietors within the Economic Influence Zone (EIZ).  

· Estimates of the economic impacts of forest plan decisions must be compared to the actual levels of economic activity within the EIZ. 

· Establish and implement a logical, well-defined baseline against which to compare current conditions.

· Ensure that the estimated economic impacts of forest plan decisions are compared to the actual total levels of economic activity from lands under non-USFS management.  Also compare impacts to future levels of economic activity.

· Include defensible estimates of future levels of activity available from the Washington State Employment Security Department, Labor and Economic Analysis Branch, and the Washington State Office of Financial Management.

· Create an economic framework that fully accounts for the value of non-market natural capital/ecological services such as clean water and air.

· Ecological restoration has the potential to support the long-term viability of communities while fostering a culture of environmental sustainability.  A highly skilled, well-paid workforce is essential for restoration to meet high ecological standards.

· The economic value of snowmobiling is especially important for the small rural towns that border these national forests in Washington State such as Cle Elum, Easton, Leavenworth, Chelan, Okanogan, Omak, Republic, Colville, and more.  A recent study concluded that the annual economic impact of snowmobiling in Washington State was $92.7 million. (Washington State University and WSSA snowmobile usage study FY 2001)

· Millions of tax dollars, thousands of jobs, and hundreds of businesses would not be economically viable without the ski industry traffic of the winter months.  It is estimated that only 20% of every dollar spent by skiers and accompanying family members directly benefits ski areas.  80% of every dollar is spent off site on services provided by restaurants, motels, B&Bs, gas stations, grocery stores, and purveyors of sporting goods and active wear.

· The economic impact of ski resorts to small rural communities needs to be fully acknowledged in forest plans.  This is directly connected to the goals of the Northwest Forest Plan.

· Ski areas provide thousands of Northwesterners with primary and secondary sources of household income.  

· Restoration must foster a sustainable human relationship to the land that provides for ecological integrity, social and economic justice for workers and communities, and a culture of preservation restoration.  In turn, effective restoration depends on strong, healthy, and diverse communities and a skilled, committed workforce. 

· NEPA requires attention to local communities.  The plans should exploit this requirement to the fullest extent possible.

· Plans should develop and encourage front loaded public involvement, including appeals, and litigation with an end-point.  Endless appeals and litigation serve no one well, save for a segment of society that wants nothing to happen on federal lands. 

· Add at least another public meeting in a location west of the Cascades since people who live along the I-5 corridor comprise the greatest number of people who recreate on the forests undergoing plan revision.  

· The taxable private land in the Entiat School District has dropped from 19% of our total acreage in 1950 to just over 9% in 2003.  Much of this taxable private land was lost through the condemnation process by the Chelan County P.U.D. when the Rocky Reach Dam was built.  Continued acquisition of private land is decimating the already minimal tax base of our small community and school system.  Thoroughly analyze both the social impacts and cumulative effects of land acquisition within the Entiat School District boundaries.  Make future land acquisition decisions in a manner that will preserve a necessary school district in our state.
