Vegetation

· Address the issue of native plants on the Forest as a key element of biodiversity, including protection of native plants.

· As part of forest plan revision, consider the changes to the Northwest Forest Plan being analyzed related to elimination of Survey and Manage Mitigation Measure standards and guidelines.

· Stand density(s)-vis-à-vis acceptable growth and yield direction in the current plan are dramatically higher than recent research has demonstrated existed historically. 

· The Okanogan National Forest wide standard adopted following the first Regional Forester’s amendment to its forest plan prohibiting the felling of any live tree equal to or greater than 21 inches diameter at breast height is completely without scientific merit.  The impacts of this extremely shortsighted decision may be observed in timbered stands of the Okanogan N.F. for the next 300 to 500 years since at least the next two generations of trees on many sites are doomed to infection by dwarf mistletoe resulting in mortality.
· Rate of spread of invasive species continues to rise and increasing acres are significantly impacted by invasive species.

· The existing forest plans of the Colville, Okanogan, and Wenatchee National Forests have been ineffective in controlling the spread of invasive species and are too reliant upon herbicides.  The existing plans focus too much on “cure” rather than prevention.

· A summary of findings of Risky Business – Invasive Species Management on National Forests - A review of needed changes in current plans, policies and programs was presented in a couple of letters and incorporated by reference.  

· Incorporate new National and Okanogan and Wenatchee policy and direction on weeds and invasive species.

