Roads/Access

· The existing road system no longer needed for timber harvest is producing unacceptable damage to soils, wildlife, and fisheries.  Forest plan revision must direct the closure and elimination of unneeded roads.  

· A road system analysis for all system roads, non-system roads, and user-built roads is needed and should include a rationale for each road that is to remain open, be closed, or be decommissioned.  This analysis must integrate the requirements of wildlife and fisheries, including Threatened and Endangered Species.  The analysis must also include environmental risks such as mass wasting, stream siltation, poaching, etc., and include a fiscal analysis for roads that are left open and/or closed, based on maintenance history and other pertinent factors.  

· Maximize decommissioned road miles and budget for increased rates of road decommissioning.  Close or decommission road segments with high maintenance costs and/or environmental risks/history of environmental damage.  Consider conversion of suitable closed and decommissioned roads to trail use. Develop access assessment criteria for both unroaded and unroaded lands.

· We question the wisdom of road obliteration without careful, futuristic vision of silvicultural and timber harvest needs, fire management, recreation and safety needs.  Proper allocation of road management costs for purposes such as recreation should be budgeted and accounted as such.  

· Roadless area protection and road decommissioning will help Threatened and Endangered (T&E) species recover.

· Complete a study and make recommendations for obliteration of roads with a special focus on those built since 1988 in order to reconnect roadless and unroaded areas bifurcated by these roads.   

· Road management and safety is a continuing and growing problem.  The three Federal forests must have viable, on-budget road management plans.  The Forest Service must consider its roads as an important asset, which must be managed to provide the multitude of uses required by Congress.

· ATV and ORV opportunities should be evaluated and created from converting roads to trails.  

· Reduce road construction drastically.

· Connect dead end roads so there is a way out in a fire situation and so that fire fighting safety is increased.  Numerous examples of existing roads that are near each other were cited as possibilities for being connected easily.

· Maintain minor forest roads to provide access for fire management. 

· Road management decisions that affect arterial, primary haul routes, and “high use” recreation routes should be made with full public disclosure and discussion.  

· Ensure new road construction is avoided for thinning sales or at least minimized to the furthest extent possible (with road decommissioning provisions written into all timber sale contracts).  

· The 1988 Colville National Forest Plan is inadequate because it failed to adequately address the long term costs (quantitative and qualitative) associated with an oversized and still growing roads system.  The plan also failed to adequately plan, fund, and implement road closures.  The existing Colville plan also is based on inadequate data regarding existing road density across the forest.  

· The Colville National Forest Plan should identify and provide plans for addressing culvert replacement needs.  

· The Colville National Forest Plan must address and mitigate for the impacts of existing roads on roads sensitive species such as elk, woodland caribou, moose, and grizzly bear.

· Cumulative effects of roads must be addressed in the plan.

· Change the narrow viewpoint that road erosion is not a problem.

· Travel Plan changes have been made without legally required public input and oversight.

· Plan revisions should incorporate the latest road inventories in order to do impact analyses on wildlife, fisheries, watersheds, and recreation.  

