Recreation

· Concerns of all users should be considered during forest plan revision.

· Maintain diverse motorized and non-motorized recreation opportunities on the national forest.

· Restore trails that were obliterated by fire fighting activities, or road building and timber harvesting.  

· All system trails maintained for pack and saddle stock use should be maintained annually to minimum clearing specifications (8 feet wide x 10 feet high).

· There has been a long history of stock use in all areas of the Okanogan National Forest even before wilderness designation.  We do not support any restrictions of that historical use.  

· We need to open and maintain more trails for stock use, not less.  As restrictions increase, more stock is forced to concentrate on fewer trails, resulting in overuse and increased impact on remaining areas. 

· Education, not restricting use or denying use is the best way of preserving our forests and environment. 

· We are avid pack goat users.  Specific regulations are needed that can be applied to different pack stock.  For example, horses and mules are heavy/hard hooved pack stock.  Goats and llamas are light/soft hooved pack stock and essentially make little or no impact on the trails.    

· Do not abandon or reduce level of maintenance on historically maintained trails or any recreation facility without full public disclosure and discussion.  

· Replace trails and trailheads outside newly designated closed areas before a given facility is closed or abandoned due to road closures for wildlife security of any other management activity.

· We have become very concerned about the gradual loss of trails without any notice to the public.  (Azurite Pass Trail, Middle Fork Gold Creek Basin trails).  Forest plan revisions should set out requirements for minimal maintenance, such as the minimum acceptable frequency of trail maintenance.  The plan revision process should gauge whether a trail still really exists and whether it needs to be rebuilt in order to stay on the system.  

· The forest plan revisions should develop a full inventory of all system trails including trail length, maintenance condition, trails needing restoration or reconstruction, and allowed/disallowed uses on each trail.  Plan revisions should list proposed new trails and their targeted uses.

· Camping area should not become high cost facilities with comprehensive services.  Camping areas should be sized to accommodate camping trailers, smaller motor homes, and tents in a rustic setting with a minimum of services.

· There is a need for more developed camping sites.

· Planners must refocus recreation issues to address changing demographics and demand.  Given the aging population and the increasing popularity of non-wilderness recreation, planners should address growing needs for motorized access, back-country roads, campgrounds, etc. that will meet the needs of increasing numbers of citizens unable to reach more remote parts of the forests.

· Update carrying capacity estimates.  Recreation use must be adjusted in order to account for critical wildlife and Threatened and Endangered species’ needs.  Include a quantitative analysis of negative recreation impacts to wildlife.  Use the Bill Gaines model to produce credible quantitative analyses of recreational use and impacts.

· Regarding the North Cascades Scenic Highway (Highway 20):  the current forest plan emphasis on motorized winter recreation does not reflect the current situation in which non-guided back country skiers now dominate as the largest recreation use during the winter.  The revised forest plan must allow for the expected growth in non-guided backcountry skiing and provide flexibility over the life span of the revised forest plan.  The forest plan should lay the groundwork for future conflict resolution between commercial, motorized, and non-commercial non-guided back country skiers. 

· Forest plans should state which recreation residence tracts are authorized on the national forests.  The number of lots currently authorized in each tract should also be stated.  

· Please continue to accommodate our cabin (recreation residence) and any other cabins and summer homes on Forest Service property for years to come.

· State Comprehensive Outdoor Recreation Planning (SCORP) data and a recent State of WA study on the use of motor vehicle fuel in a recreational context may be of value in helping to describe actual on-the-ground recreation in the Forests.  

· The current SCORP recommends the Forest Service: maximize its own resources for providing outdoor recreation sites and facilities, especially in the area of facility maintenance, including reasonable user fees to help pay for facilities and sites; consider SCORP findings in the development and implementation of management plans; work with constituents to identify land use designations that allow for long-term preservation of natural settings concurrent with higher levels of access and use on lands outside of Wilderness.

·  Our most recent SCORP has identified recreational trails as one of the most needed facility types statewide.

· The concept of road to trail conversion needs detailed examination.  It appears that the Forest Service has internal barriers to implementation of this concept.  We encourage the Forest Service to look at ways to bridge the technical gap between the two types of facilities.  The Bureau of Land Management may offer an existing federal model that can be adopted by the Forest Service since they have recently converted a number of roads to trails.

· Forest Service improvements in the administration of a forest pass system could result in increased participation.

· Many recreational user groups (mountain bicyclists, hang gliders, off-road enthusiasts) have expressed the desire for opportunities resembling those found in Wilderness settings.  “Semi-primitive motorized” designation does work in this regard but it lacks the permanence requested by these user groups, such as is found in the designation Wilderness.  

· The Interagency Committee for Outdoor Recreation and the State of Washington value the contribution of the national forests to recreation.  In terms of acreage alone, the Forest Service is a major provider of recreation opportunity in Washington State.  We believe it is important to maintain a working partnership with the national forests, both from a grants and planning perspective.

· USFS budget cuts for trails and interpretive programs has forced increasing use of volunteers, the extremely unpopular and controversial “fee demo” fiasco, and additional costly administrative coordination with partnering organizations.

· The upper Methow Valley (Early Winters area) should have short loop trails leading into the forest which start and end adjacent to where people stay.  Huts should be provided to focus impact away from critical wildlife habitat.  Picnic shelters and user friendly signs should also be provided.  The existing plan did not encourage this kind of use due to the “Early Winters Ski Resort War”.  This needs to be changed in the revision of the forest plan to avoid Dr. Behan’s “Police State Wilderness” from occurring in the Okanogan. 

· Skiing, trail sports, and educational/interpretation opportunities were suggested for the Needle Creek fire area, West Fork Methow Trail, Driveway Butte, and Sandy Butte.   

· What’s broken with the forest plan?  Changes in recreation numbers, user groups, equipment, impacts; capacity assessment directed by the 1989 forest plan (Okanogan N.F.) has not been addressed or completed.  Travel Plan changes have been made without legally required public input and oversight.

