Minerals/Mining

The following should be considered in any new Forest Service Plans.

· Before any further restrictions are placed on the mineral exploration, the Forest Service should review all public data available on mineral potential (in-house, USGS, Bureau of Mines, BLM) and keep access to areas open for mineral exploration.

· Re-open areas that are closed to mineral exploration/legitimate prospectors;

· Allow existing logging roads built by logging companies to remain open to mineral prospectors in areas of mineral potential.

· Allow mineral prospectors through Plan of Operations to make minor land disturbances with sensible approved reclamation plans.

· There is no concrete proof that radon emitting from drill holes or surface exposures causes any health threats.  Radon is a gas and dissipates rapidly when it reaches the surface.  

· Conversely, end mining in our forests.

· The suitability of all lands currently deemed suitable for grazing, timber, and other commercial activities should be re-assessed.  Lands determined to be unsuitable for these activities must be protected from these uses.

