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Summary of 12-03-03 Republic Meeting

A series of 12 public meetings was held in the fall of 2003 across the eastern portion of Washington State.  In addition, one public meeting was held in North Bend, WA located west of the Cascade Mountains.  This series of public meetings was the first round of face to face meetings sponsored by the Forest Service with two main objectives:

· 1) Inform the public about Forest Plan Revision, and 

· 2) listen to what the public thinks needs to change in the Forest Plans.

Please note that it is not necessary to attend a public meeting in order to participate in Forest Plan Revision.  You may participate by contacting us via U.S. Mail, e-mail, or by phone.  Please see our home page for contact information.

At each public meeting, the public was asked to answer two questions:  “What needs to change with the current Forest Plans?” and “What needs to changes with current Forest Service Management of the National Forest?”

The following is a summary of public comments expressed by the public during the meeting in answer to the above two questions.  The public comments are arranged in bold-faced categories.

Wild and Scenic Rivers

Remove Kettle River as potential candidate for Wild and Scenic River System. This contradicts what the state is doing.

Forest Service Credibility

Forest Service public meetings are exercises in futility because nothing locals say makes any difference.  The only reason that the Forest Service holds public meetings is to satisfy requirements of Administrative Procedures Act.  Local government such as the Ferry County Natural Resource Board needs to be paid more attention by the Forest Service.  Forest Service should do as it says in public meetings and not make changes in a “back room”.  The Forest Service needs to build trust with the public again.  Honesty in government is important and the lynx hair controversy was cited.
Forest Service Accountability

Forest Service employees should be held accountable for bad decisions.  Forest Service should accomplish needed tasks such as reforestation.  This is not happening.  Forest Service should advertise better to inform public and obtain public input before Forest Service makes decisions. Forest Service should interpret NEPA consistently on all National Forests and Regions.
Local Communities, Local Economies, and National Forest Commodities 
Cumulative effects to communities caused by closing of roads, curtailing of logging, reduction in grazing Animal Unit Months (AUMs), and shut down of mills needs to be assessed and addressed.  These activities are part of the local culture and heritage and should have precedence over other issues/“outsider” influences.  Forest management needs to place greater emphasis on local economics.  Forest Service needs to get more local input and listen to it.  Special interest groups, vocal minority, and opinions from big cities have adversely affected timber, grazing, mining, and off road recreation.  They should not have larger voice than local people.  People in Seattle or New York City have not lost jobs like local people have.  Increase the allowable timber harvest volume.  Forest management should be based on sustainable yield of timber.  Yellow sign in sheet for forest plan revision public meetings should include “Logging/Timber Harvest” as a forest plan revision category.   Increase the amount of forage available to livestock grazing. Grazing allotment permit holders must be in the livestock business.    
Fire Salvage and Fire Rehabilitation

Salvage dead burned trees before they rot.  This will also create jobs.  Plant trees in fire areas immediately after a fire to prevent soil erosion.   
Motorized Access

All open and closed forest roads should be open to ORV non-street legal vehicles.  Designated winter game range needs to be re-evaluated since minimal winter range habitat is present and access is unduly limited.  Forest Service should get public’s help to help decide whether roads should be closed.  Road closure proposals need to be explained. OHV/ORV trail systems are needed for winter and summer.  Satisfy the increased demand for motorized recreation by providing areas for 4 wheelers, motorcycles, and snowmobiles.
Trails
Livestock trail users need more access.  Recreation trails should have destination/loops rather than dead end.  Trail maintenance should be perpetuated through the efforts of organizations such as the Backcountry Horsemen.  
Fuel Reduction Including Mechanical and Prescribed Burning Methods
Remove ladder fuels mechanically rather than through prescribed burning.  When necessary, prescribe burn in the spring and not in the fall.  Timing of prescribed burns are important to promote control.  Fall burns have a greater chance of escaping and burn vegetation needed by wildlife.  Log an area before conducting prescribed burns.  Use available funds and concentrate fuel reduction efforts in the Wild land Urban Interface.  Others at the meeting however counter with the belief that fuel reduction funding should be used wherever fuel reduction treatments are needed, not just in the Wild land Urban Interface.  Slash resulting from thinning needs to be removed quickly since thinning causes an increase in fuels and a hindrance to walking through the woods.   
Fire Management/Suppression
More active fire suppression is needed early in the occurrence of wild fires.  Suppress fires near the origin rather than near homes.  Suppress fires in roadless areas and wilderness using chain saws and dozers.  Fight fire in roadless areas using motorized vehicles.  Use local people to help suppress fires.  Local fire districts should be allowed to determine whether they can handle the fire or not.  Management areas of the forest plan need to be designed to allow for more flexibility to facilitate fire management/fire fighting.  
Firewood Cutting
Allow people to cut firewood out of slash piles before prescribe burning.  Fewer firewood restrictions are needed.  Reasons for closing areas to firewood cutting must be explained.  Better and consistent enforcement of firewood restrictions in place is also needed.      
Air Quality

Bad air resulting from wild fires and prescribed burning is detrimental to the health of the community.  Prescribed burns need to comply with the Clean Air Act.

Public Education/Information

The Forest Service needs to ensure that the public understands all amendments to the Forest Plan including east side screens, INFISH, Northwest Forest Plan.  Public notice of proposed amendments to Forest Plans should be more than a small newspaper notice.  Better signing and maps showing what’s open to ORVs are needed.  Forest Service should help educate ORV riders so potential resource impacts caused by ORVs could be better understood by the public.  The Forest Service should have an ongoing education and communication effort to explain its mission and management objectives.  Forest Service should notify the public when timber sale decisions are appealed and state appellants appealing and reasons for the appeal.  Public should be notified how to respond to these appeals.  

Tourism

Don’t reduce or limit recreation or hunting opportunities on the National Forest since the timber industry has declined.  Manage the forest to be attractive and accessible to tourists.  

Roadless Areas

Retain roadless areas as identified in “RARE II”. Manage these areas according to management area direction stated in the existing forest plan.  
Management of National Forest in General

Since there has been an increase in the amount of wilderness and an increase in human population, more uses of National Forest lands located outside wilderness should be allowed.  Management should be based on professional knowledge and practical experience instead of emotion.  Add common sense to forest management.  Forest management should be based on real science and real research.  Do not clear cut except to deal with problems such as fires, insects, and disease.  Lynx analysis units should not be established on the Republic Ranger District since there are no lynx present in the area.  Forests should be managed for multiple uses.  
Cumulative Effects 

Project level planning should address cumulative effects across the forest and the state.

Wilderness and National Monuments

Don’t consider any more National Forest lands for designation as National Monuments and wilderness.  

Noxious Weeds

The Forest Service needs to address noxious weeds.
